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Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

BIBLE FOUNDATIONS

Zion, Jerusalem, and the New Jerusalem
From David’s City to God Dwelling Forever With His People

The Short Answer

Zion begins in the Bible as a real place.

It was a fortified stronghold in Jerusalem captured by David and called the City of David.

But as the biblical story unfolds, “Zion” becomes much more than the name of one hill or fortress.

Jerusalem becomes Israel’s royal city. Solomon builds the temple there. Zion becomes associated with God’s presence, worship, kingship, covenant
promises, judgment, grief, restoration, and hope.

The prophets look forward to a restored Zion where God reigns, His King comes, and the nations are drawn toward Him.

Then Jesus enters Jerusalem as Zion’s promised King. He teaches there. He confronts sin there. He weeps over the city. He is rejected and crucified there.
He rises from the dead. And from Jerusalem the Gospel begins spreading to the nations.

Jesus also teaches that true worship is not ultimately confined to one sacred mountain or city.

The New Testament then speaks of a “Jerusalem above” and a “heavenly Jerusalem.” Finally, Revelation shows the New Jerusalem coming down from
heaven into the new creation.

The Bible’s Zion story therefore moves toward something far greater than one earthly city. God’s purpose is to dwell permanently with His redeemed
people.

The New Jerusalem is the climax of that story. There is no temple in it because God and the Lamb are its temple. There is no curse. Death is gone. The
tree of life appears again. God’s servants see His face.

The Bible begins with humanity losing life in God’s presence. It ends with redeemed humanity living forever in His presence.

2 Samuel 5:6–10 · Isaiah 2:1–5 · John 4:19–24 · Hebrews 12:22–24 · Revelation 21–22

Opening Memory Anchor

Zion begins as a city.
The biblical story ends with God dwelling forever with His people.
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PART ONE

BEGINNER GUIDE
1. WHAT WAS ZION ORIGINALLY?
Zion first appears as a specific fortified location in Jerusalem.
READ: 2 Samuel 5:6–10
After David became king over all Israel, he captured Jerusalem from the Jebusites. The text identifies the stronghold of Zion with the City of David. David then
made Jerusalem his capital. At this point, Zion refers to an actual geographical location. But the word develops as the biblical story continues. Over time, “Zion” can
refer to: the City of David, Jerusalem more broadly, the place associated with the temple, the people of Jerusalem, and eventually the future dwelling and reign of
God. This expanding use is important. A reader should not assume that every biblical occurrence of “Zion” refers to exactly the same geographical spot. Context
determines how the word is being used.

2. WAS JERUSALEM IMPORTANT BEFORE DAVID?
Jerusalem’s biblical story begins before David captured the city. Genesis 14 mentions a king named Melchizedek.
READ: Genesis 14:17–20
Melchizedek is: king of Salem, and priest of God Most High. Salem is commonly identified with ancient Jerusalem. Genesis itself does not stop to explain that
identification in detail, so this should be stated carefully rather than treated as though the text gives a modern map coordinate. Melchizedek later becomes
important in the Bible for another reason. Psalm 110 speaks of a coming ruler who is: “a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.”
READ: Psalm 110:1–4
Hebrews applies that priestly pattern to Jesus.
READ: Hebrews 7
This does not mean Melchizedek built Jerusalem’s later temple system or that every detail of his life symbolically predicts Jesus. But Scripture deliberately
connects: a king, a priest, Salem, and ultimately Christ. Jerusalem therefore enters the biblical story before David, even though its central role becomes much
clearer after David captures Zion.

3. WHY DID JERUSALEM BECOME SO IMPORTANT?
David made Jerusalem Israel’s royal capital. Then he brought the ark of the covenant there.
READ: 2 Samuel 6:12–19
Later Solomon built the temple in Jerusalem.
READ: 1 Kings 6; 8:1–21
Jerusalem therefore became associated with two enormously important biblical themes:
KINGSHIP
David and his descendants ruled from Jerusalem.
WORSHIP
The temple became the central place of Israel’s covenant worship. This brought together: the Davidic king, the temple, sacrifice, priesthood, worship, and God’s
covenant presence. Jerusalem became more than a political capital. It became deeply woven into Israel’s understanding of God’s promises and presence.

4. DID GOD ACTUALLY LIVE INSIDE THE TEMPLE?
God made His presence known there in a unique way. But Scripture never teaches that God could be contained inside a building. When Solomon dedicated the
temple, he said:
READ: 1 Kings 8:27
Even the highest heaven cannot contain God. How much less a temple built by human hands? Isaiah later makes the same point.
READ: Isaiah 66:1–2
Heaven is God’s throne. Earth is His footstool. The temple mattered because God graciously chose to place His name there and reveal His presence among His
people.
READ: 1 Kings 8:27–30
But the Creator of heaven and earth was never confined to Jerusalem. This distinction matters throughout the biblical story. God chooses to dwell with people. But
God is greater than every place in which He makes His presence known.
Memory Anchor
God chose Zion. Zion never contained God.

5. WHAT DOES “DAUGHTER ZION” MEAN?
The prophets sometimes speak about “Daughter Zion” or “Daughter of Zion.” This does not refer to a literal daughter. It is a poetic way of personifying Zion or
Jerusalem and its people as a woman.
READ: Isaiah 1:8; Zechariah 9:9
This allows the prophets to speak about the city almost as though she were a person. Daughter Zion can: rejoice, weep, suffer, be judged, be restored, and
welcome her King. The image becomes especially important in passages about Jerusalem’s judgment and future hope.

6. WAS ZION ALWAYS FAITHFUL TO GOD?
No. This is one of the most important tensions in the Bible’s Jerusalem story. Jerusalem was chosen by God. But its people and leaders were not therefore beyond
judgment. Isaiah begins with a devastating description.
READ: Isaiah 1:21–27
The faithful city had become corrupt. Jeremiah later confronted another dangerous idea.
READ: Jeremiah 7:1–15
People were trusting in the presence of the temple as though the building itself guaranteed their safety. They repeated: “The temple of the LORD.” But their lives
were marked by serious disobedience. Jeremiah’s message was clear. The temple was not a magical shield against judgment. God cared about: justice,
faithfulness, truth, and covenant obedience. The prophets repeatedly condemned Jerusalem for: idolatry, injustice, violence, oppression, false worship, and
rejection of God’s Word. Jerusalem’s holiness came from God’s choice and presence. It did not mean everything done in Jerusalem was holy. This principle remains
important. Being associated with sacred places, institutions, or religious traditions does not make sinful behavior acceptable to God. God’s presence calls His
people toward faithfulness.

7. WHY DO THE PSALMS CELEBRATE ZION?
Several psalms describe Zion as the city God chose.
READ: Psalm 48; Psalm 87; Psalm 132
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Psalm 48 celebrates Zion as the city of the great King. Psalm 132 connects Zion with both God’s chosen dwelling and the promises associated with David. But
Psalm 87 contains an especially surprising picture. Nations that had historically stood outside Israel are described as belonging to Zion.
READ: Psalm 87:4–6
The imagery points beyond simple geography. Zion becomes associated with belonging to God. The nations are not forgotten in God’s plan. The city associated
with Israel’s God ultimately becomes part of a biblical hope that reaches beyond Israel itself.

8. WHAT HAPPENED WHEN ZION FELL?
Jerusalem’s destruction produced profound grief. The Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem and Solomon’s temple in 586 BC.
READ: 2 Kings 25:1–21
For those who loved Zion, this was not merely a military defeat. It meant: the city was devastated, the temple was burned, many people died, others were carried
into exile, and the visible center of Israel’s worship was gone. Psalm 137 captures the pain of exile.
READ: Psalm 137:1–6
The exiles sit by the rivers of Babylon and remember Zion. Their grief is so deep that they ask: “How can we sing the songs of the LORD while in a foreign land?”
Lamentations gives even fuller voice to Jerusalem’s devastation.
READ: Lamentations 1–2
The city once full of people is pictured as lonely. Zion mourns. Her gates are desolate. Her people suffer. The Bible does not rush past this grief. Judgment had
consequences. Sin brought devastation. And faithful people were allowed to lament what had been lost. Biblical hope does not require pretending grief is small.
Memory Anchor
Zion was celebrated. Zion was judged. Zion was mourned. And Zion was promised restoration.

9. WHAT DID THE PROPHETS SAY WOULD HAPPEN TO ZION?
Judgment was not the end of Zion’s story. The prophets also looked toward restoration. Isaiah describes a future in which the mountain of the LORD is exalted and
nations stream toward it.
READ: Isaiah 2:1–5
God’s instruction goes out from Zion. The nations seek Him. Weapons are turned toward peaceful purposes. Isaiah later describes Zion receiving good news,
being restored, and shining with God’s glory.
READ: Isaiah 40:9–11; Isaiah 52:7–10; Isaiah 60:1–5; Isaiah 62:1–5
Zion therefore becomes a symbol of hope after judgment. God disciplines. God restores. And His saving purpose reaches the nations.

10. HOW DOES JESUS ENTER ZION’S STORY?
Jesus comes as Zion’s promised King. The prophet Zechariah had announced:
READ: Zechariah 9:9
Daughter Zion should rejoice because her King is coming—righteous, victorious, and humble. Matthew deliberately applies this prophecy to Jesus’ entrance into
Jerusalem.
READ: Matthew 21:1–11
Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a donkey. The crowds welcome Him. But Jesus’ kingship does not unfold as many expected. He does not arrive merely to overthrow
Rome. He comes to confront sin and accomplish salvation. The King enters His city. But the city will soon reject its King.

11. WHY DID JESUS WEEP OVER JERUSALEM?
READ: Luke 13:34–35; 19:41–44
Jesus loved Jerusalem. He also grieved over it. He described Jerusalem as the city that killed the prophets and rejected those God sent. When Jesus approached the
city shortly before His crucifixion, He wept. He knew judgment was coming. Jerusalem had received extraordinary privilege. Yet many did not recognize the One
through whom God was visiting them. This continues the Old Testament tension. Jerusalem can be: chosen, beloved, and judged. God’s love for a people does not
require Him to ignore their rebellion. Jesus’ tears show that divine judgment should never be confused with indifference.

12. DID JESUS TEACH THAT WORSHIP WOULD ALWAYS BE TIED TO JERUSALEM?
No. This is one of Jesus’ clearest statements about the relationship between worship and sacred geography.
READ: John 4:19–24
The Samaritan woman raises a long-standing dispute. Samaritans worshiped on Mount Gerizim. Jews worshiped in Jerusalem. She asks Jesus, in effect: Which
place is right? Jesus acknowledges the historical place of Jewish revelation. But He also announces that a new hour is coming. True worship will not ultimately be
defined by worshiping on one mountain or in Jerusalem. True worshipers will worship the Father: in spirit and in truth. Jesus does not say Jerusalem never
mattered. He says something greater has arrived. The presence of God is no longer approached primarily through attachment to one sacred geographic center.
Jesus Himself stands at the center of the new covenant reality. This is a major step in the Bible’s movement: FROM SACRED PLACE

�
TO GOD’S PRESENCE THROUGH CHRIST.
Memory Anchor
The goal was never merely: come to the right place. The goal is: come to God through Christ.

13. WHAT HAPPENED IN JERUSALEM THAT CHANGED THE WORLD?
Jesus was crucified there. He rose from the dead. And the Gospel began spreading from Jerusalem.
READ: Luke 23–24; Acts 1:1–11; Acts 2
Before ascending, Jesus told His disciples they would be His witnesses: in Jerusalem, in Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
READ: Acts 1:8
Notice the movement. The Gospel does not remain in Jerusalem. It begins there and moves outward. This echoes the prophetic vision of God’s truth going from
Zion toward the nations. Jesus transforms the significance of Jerusalem. The city becomes the location where the Messiah accomplishes redemption and from
which the message of salvation begins spreading throughout the world.

14. IS EARTHLY JERUSALEM THE FINAL DESTINATION OF GOD’S PEOPLE?
No. The biblical story continues beyond earthly Jerusalem. Hebrews speaks about believers seeking a greater city. Abraham himself looked forward to a city whose
architect and builder is God.
READ: Hebrews 11:8–16
Then Hebrews tells believers: “You have come to Mount Zion.”
READ: Hebrews 12:22–24
But the writer is not describing ordinary travel to the geographical hill in Jerusalem. He immediately explains: Mount Zion, the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem. The language of Zion has now expanded dramatically. God’s people belong to a heavenly reality centered on God Himself. Hebrews later says:
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READ: Hebrews 13:14
Here believers do not have an enduring city. They seek the city that is to come.

15. WHERE DOES THE ZION STORY END?
With the New Jerusalem.
READ: Revelation 21–22
John sees a new heaven and a new earth. Then he sees the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, coming down from heaven from God. The climax is not humanity
escaping creation forever. The city comes down. Then John hears the great announcement: God’s dwelling is with humanity. He will dwell with them. They will be
His people. God Himself will be with them. Death is gone. Mourning is gone. Crying is gone. Pain is gone. The curse is gone. God makes all things new. The Zion
story has reached its destination. God dwells permanently with His redeemed people.

PART ONE REVIEW
Fill in the blanks: Zion was originally a stronghold captured by King __________. Melchizedek was king of __________ and priest of God Most High. Jerusalem became
associated with the Davidic king and the __________. God revealed His presence at the temple but could never be __________ by it. Jeremiah warned Israel not to treat
the temple as a guarantee of __________. “Daughter Zion” is a poetic personification of Jerusalem and its __________. Psalm 137 and Lamentations give voice to Zion’s
__________. Jesus entered Jerusalem as Zion’s promised __________. Jesus taught that true worship would be in spirit and in __________. The Gospel began spreading
from __________ to the nations. Hebrews calls Mount Zion the heavenly __________. Revelation ends with the New __________ coming down from heaven.
Answers: David; Salem; temple; contained; safety; people; grief; King; truth; Jerusalem; Jerusalem; Jerusalem

PART TWO

WANT TO GO DEEPER?
INTERMEDIATE
16. HOW DOES “ZION” DEVELOP THROUGHOUT THE BIBLE?
The word develops across the biblical storyline. A simple progression helps:
SALEM
Genesis 14 introduces Melchizedek, king of Salem.

�
JEBUSITE STRONGHOLD
2 Samuel 5

�
CITY OF DAVID
David captures Zion and establishes Jerusalem as his capital.

�
TEMPLE AND ROYAL CITY
Jerusalem becomes associated with Davidic kingship, worship, and God’s covenant presence.

�
JUDGED AND MOURNED ZION
Jerusalem falls, the temple is destroyed, and exile produces lament.

�
PROPHETIC ZION
Zion becomes a major image of restoration, God’s reign, and blessing reaching the nations.

�
MESSIANIC ZION
Jesus enters Jerusalem as Zion’s King and accomplishes redemption.

�
WORSHIP BEYOND GEOGRAPHY
Jesus teaches that worship is no longer ultimately defined by one sacred mountain.

�
HEAVENLY ZION
Hebrews describes believers as already belonging to Mount Zion and the heavenly Jerusalem.

�
NEW JERUSALEM
Revelation portrays the Holy City descending into the new creation as God dwells forever with His redeemed people. The meaning expands without requiring
readers to pretend the earlier geographical meaning never existed. Historical Zion becomes part of a much larger biblical theology of God dwelling with His
people.

17. WHAT DOES PAUL MEAN BY “THE JERUSALEM ABOVE”?
READ: Galatians 4:21–31
This is one of Paul’s more difficult arguments. He uses the stories of Hagar and Sarah allegorically while addressing Christians being pressured to place
themselves under the Mosaic law. Paul contrasts: the present Jerusalem, associated in his argument with slavery, and “the Jerusalem above,” which he calls free.
Paul’s point is not simply: Earthly Jerusalem is bad and Christians should despise it. His argument concerns covenant identity and the source of the believer’s
freedom. God’s people receive the promised inheritance through God’s promise and Christ rather than through dependence upon the Mosaic law. The “Jerusalem
above” points toward a heavenly identity that does not depend upon earthly geography. Hebrews develops a closely related idea when it speaks of the heavenly
Jerusalem.
READ: Hebrews 12:22–24
Reader Safeguard
Galatians 4 is a difficult passage. You do not need to master every detail of Paul’s allegory to understand the central point: Belonging to God ultimately depends
upon His promise fulfilled in Christ, not residence in an earthly city or reliance upon the Mosaic covenant.

18. ARE CHRISTIANS ALREADY PART OF HEAVENLY ZION, OR IS IT STILL FUTURE?
In an important sense, both. Hebrews uses present language.
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READ: Hebrews 12:22–24
Believers “have come” to: Mount Zion, the city of the living God, and the heavenly Jerusalem. Through Jesus, Christians already belong to the heavenly assembly.
Their citizenship and ultimate identity are anchored in God’s kingdom. Yet Revelation describes the New Jerusalem as part of the future consummation of God’s
plan.
READ: Revelation 21:1–4
This creates an important biblical pattern sometimes called: ALREADY / NOT YET. Believers already belong to God’s kingdom. But they do not yet experience its
fullness. Christ already reigns. But death still exists. Believers already have eternal life. But they still await resurrection. Christians already belong to heavenly Zion.
But they still await the New Jerusalem in the renewed creation. The promise is already real. Its fullness is still coming.

19. IS THE NEW JERUSALEM A REAL CITY OR A SYMBOL OF GOD’S PEOPLE?
Revelation uses both kinds of language.
READ: Revelation 21:2, 9–10
John sees: the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, and the bride, the wife of the Lamb. When an angel tells John he will show him “the bride,” John is shown the Holy City.
That means Revelation intentionally joins the imagery of: PLACE and PEOPLE. The city represents the dwelling of God with His redeemed people and is described
with architectural features. At the same time, it is identified with the bride. Christians therefore disagree about how literally every architectural feature should be
understood. Scripture does not require readers to choose between: “It is only a city” and “It is only a symbol.” The imagery is richer than either reduction. The
central truth is unmistakable: God’s redeemed people will live permanently in His perfected presence.

20. WHY IS THE NEW JERUSALEM SHAPED LIKE A CUBE?
READ: Revelation 21:15–17
John describes the city’s length, width, and height as equal. That is unusual. There is another important cube in Scripture. The Most Holy Place in Solomon’s temple
had equal length, width, and height.
READ: 1 Kings 6:20
The Most Holy Place represented the innermost sanctuary associated with God’s presence. Revelation never explicitly says: “The New Jerusalem is the Holy of
Holies.” So that statement should not be presented as an explicit biblical declaration. But the parallel creates a strong biblical pattern. In the old temple, the Most
Holy Place represented restricted access to God’s holy presence. In the New Jerusalem, the dimensions of the entire city echo that sacred space. The picture
suggests something extraordinary: The whole city has become holy. God’s people live completely within His presence. There is no distant sanctuary to approach.
God dwells among them.

21. WHY IS THERE NO TEMPLE IN THE NEW JERUSALEM?
READ: Revelation 21:22
John notices something surprising. There is no temple. Why? Because: the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. This is one of the great conclusions of
the Bible’s temple storyline. Earlier Scripture repeatedly shows God graciously dwelling among His people.
EDEN
God is present with humanity.

�
TABERNACLE
God dwells among Israel.

�
TEMPLE
God places His name and reveals His presence in Jerusalem.

�
JESUS
The Word becomes flesh and dwells among humanity.
READ: John 1:14

�
THE CHURCH
God’s Spirit dwells among and within His people.
READ: 1 Corinthians 3:16; Ephesians 2:19–22

�
NEW JERUSALEM
No separate temple is needed. God and the Lamb are immediately present. The symbol gives way to the reality toward which it pointed.
Memory Anchor
The Bible moves from: God visiting His people to God dwelling forever with His people.

22. HOW DOES EZEKIEL’S TEMPLE VISION CONNECT WITH THE NEW JERUSALEM?
Ezekiel 40–48 contains a long vision of a restored temple and land. Christians disagree about exactly how this vision should be fulfilled. Some understand it as
describing a future earthly temple in a coming kingdom. Others understand much of the imagery symbolically or typologically, ultimately fulfilled through God’s
presence in Christ and the new creation. Whatever view a reader takes, one feature is especially important for the biblical storyline.
READ: Ezekiel 47:1–12
Ezekiel sees water flowing from the temple. The river becomes deeper as it flows. Wherever the river goes, it brings life. Even lifeless waters are healed. Trees
grow along its banks. Their fruit provides food. Their leaves are associated with healing. Now compare Revelation.
READ: Revelation 22:1–2
John sees the river of the water of life flowing from: the throne of God and the Lamb. The tree of life grows beside it. Its leaves are for the healing of the nations.
Revelation does not explicitly say: “This is Ezekiel 47 fulfilled.” But the parallels are unmistakable enough to form a strong biblical connection. In Ezekiel, life flows
from the place of God’s presence. In Revelation, life flows from the throne of God and the Lamb. The temple imagery has reached a greater reality.

23. WHY DOES THE NEW JERUSALEM HAVE TWELVE TRIBES AND TWELVE APOSTLES?
READ: Revelation 21:12–14
The city has twelve gates bearing the names of Israel’s twelve tribes. Its foundations bear the names of the Lamb’s twelve apostles. The imagery deliberately
brings together major parts of the biblical story. Israel is remembered. The apostles are remembered. The Old Testament story is not discarded. The New
Testament story does not stand independently from it. Both belong within God’s one unfolding work of redemption centered on the Lamb. The New Jerusalem
therefore does not erase Israel’s story. Nor is it merely a restoration of Old Testament Jerusalem. It represents the completed people and purposes of God
gathered around Jesus Christ.
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24. WHY ARE THE NATIONS STILL MENTIONED IN THE NEW JERUSALEM?
READ: Revelation 21:22–27
The nations walk by the city’s light. The kings of the earth bring their glory into it. This echoes prophetic Zion passages. Isaiah had described nations coming
toward Zion’s light.
READ: Isaiah 60:1–5
Revelation brings that theme to its climax. God’s redemption does not eliminate human diversity by reducing everyone to one earthly ethnicity. Earlier Revelation
pictures redeemed people from every: nation, tribe, people, and language.
READ: Revelation 7:9–10
The nations that once experienced division, hostility, and rebellion are represented in the renewed creation under God’s reign. Zion’s hope has become worldwide.

25. WHY DO THE TREE OF LIFE AND RIVER APPEAR IN THE NEW JERUSALEM?
READ: Revelation 22:1–5
A river of the water of life flows from the throne of God and the Lamb. The tree of life appears beside it. These images deliberately recall more than one earlier
part of Scripture. They recall Eden.
READ: Genesis 2:8–10; 3:22–24
They also strongly echo Ezekiel’s river of life.
READ: Ezekiel 47:1–12
Humanity lost access to the tree of life after sin entered the world. Revelation ends with access restored. But Revelation is not simply returning humanity to
Genesis 2. The biblical story has moved forward. Sin has been judged. Redemption has been accomplished. The Lamb has conquered. Death has been defeated.
The nations are healed. God’s servants see His face. The Bible moves:
EDEN

�
FALL

�
TEMPLE AND PROMISE

�
REDEMPTION

�
NEW CREATION
The New Jerusalem is therefore both restoration and fulfillment. What humanity lost through sin is recovered through God’s redemptive work—and brought to its
intended completion.

26. WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT GOD’S PEOPLE WILL “SEE HIS FACE”?
READ: Revelation 22:3–5
This is one of Scripture’s most extraordinary promises. Throughout the Bible, God’s holiness makes unrestricted access to His presence impossible for sinful
humanity. Moses could not simply look upon God’s unveiled glory and live.
READ: Exodus 33:18–23
The high priest entered the Most Holy Place only under carefully prescribed conditions. Sin created separation. But Revelation ends differently. God’s servants see
His face. The curse is gone. Nothing unclean remains. God’s people belong completely to Him. The ultimate blessing of the New Jerusalem is therefore not: gold,
jewels, walls, gates, or spectacular architecture. The greatest blessing is God Himself. Eternal life reaches its fulfillment in unhindered fellowship with Him.

27. DOES THE NEW JERUSALEM COME DOWN TO EARTH, OR DO BELIEVERS GO UP TO IT?
Revelation emphasizes the city coming down.
READ: Revelation 21:1–3, 10
John sees: a new heaven, a new earth, and the New Jerusalem descending from God. This matters. The final Christian hope is not merely that human souls escape
the physical world and remain forever in a distant spiritual heaven. The New Testament looks toward: Christ’s return, the resurrection of the dead, renewed
creation, and God dwelling with His people.
READ: Romans 8:18–25; 1 Corinthians 15:20–28, 50–58; Revelation 21–22
God does not abandon His creation to evil forever. He makes all things new.

28. HOW SHOULD CHRISTIANS THINK ABOUT MODERN JERUSALEM?
Modern Jerusalem is a real city with enormous historical, religious, and political significance. It is sacred in different ways to Jews, Christians, and Muslims and
remains connected to difficult contemporary political questions. But several categories should not be collapsed.
BIBLICAL JERUSALEM
The historical city within Scripture’s unfolding story.
PROPHETIC ZION
Jerusalem/Zion as the focus of biblical promises, judgment, restoration, kingship, and hope.
MODERN JERUSALEM
The contemporary city within modern political and historical realities.
HEAVENLY JERUSALEM
The city of the living God described in the New Testament.
NEW JERUSALEM
The climactic city of Revelation 21–22 in the new creation. Christians disagree about how particular prophetic passages concerning Jerusalem relate to future
events and to the modern city. Therefore theological significance should not be turned automatically into approval of every modern political claim, policy, or
action. Neither should modern political disagreement erase Jerusalem’s extraordinary place in the biblical story. Scripture should determine theology. Political
commitments should not be allowed to rewrite Scripture.

29. WHAT ABOUT PROPHECIES OF A FUTURE EARTHLY JERUSALEM?
Several Old Testament prophets describe dramatic future events involving Jerusalem.
READ: Isaiah 2:1–5; Zechariah 8:20–23; Zechariah 14; Ezekiel 40–48
Christians interpret some of these passages differently. Some expect many of these prophecies to receive a relatively literal fulfillment involving earthly Jerusalem
during Christ’s future kingdom. Others understand them as prophetic imagery that reaches fulfillment through Christ, His worldwide people, and ultimately the
New Jerusalem. Still others combine elements of both approaches. Ezekiel 40–48 was discussed more fully in Q22, especially its river-of-life imagery and its
relationship to Revelation 22. This study should not pretend those differences are unimportant. But neither must every question be settled before the central
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biblical trajectory can be seen. Scripture explicitly teaches: God’s kingdom triumphs. The nations come under His reign. Jesus is King. God judges evil. God restores
His creation. And the biblical story culminates with God dwelling among His redeemed people in the New Jerusalem. Where the precise relationship among
prophetic stages remains disputed, humility is appropriate.

30. WHY DOES THE BIBLE END WITH A CITY INSTEAD OF A GARDEN?
It actually ends with both. Genesis begins with a garden. Revelation ends with a city containing: the river of life, the tree of life, God’s presence, humanity, and the
glory of the nations.
READ: Revelation 21:22–22:5
The biblical story does not simply rewind history back to Eden. God brings creation toward its intended fulfillment. The garden has become a garden-city. Human
culture, redeemed from sin, belongs within God’s renewed creation. The nations bring their glory. God’s servants worship and reign. And God lives among them.
The ending is greater than a return to the beginning. It is creation restored, redeemed, and brought to completion through Christ.

31. WHAT IS THE CENTRAL MESSAGE OF THE ZION STORY?
The central message is not ultimately about geography. It is about God’s desire to dwell with His people. The storyline can be summarized:
EDEN
Humanity lives in God’s presence.

�
SIN
Humanity is driven from sacred space.

�
SALEM AND MELCHIZEDEK
A king-priest appears early in Jerusalem’s biblical story.

�
TABERNACLE AND TEMPLE
God graciously dwells among Israel.

�
ZION
God associates His presence, kingship, and promises with Jerusalem.

�
JUDGMENT AND EXILE
Jerusalem falls and Zion is mourned.

�
PROMISED RESTORATION
Prophets look toward renewed Zion and blessing for the nations.

�
JESUS
God the Son comes to dwell among humanity and enters Jerusalem as King.

�
CROSS AND RESURRECTION
Jesus deals with the sin separating people from God.

�
WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH
Access to God is no longer centered on one sacred geographic location.

�
THE HOLY SPIRIT
God dwells in His people.

�
HEAVENLY ZION
Believers already belong to the city of the living God.

�
NEW JERUSALEM
God dwells permanently with redeemed humanity in renewed creation. The Bible’s great hope is not merely: People get to heaven. It is: God and His redeemed
people dwell together forever.

PUTTING IT INTO PRACTICE
1. VALUE GOD’S PRESENCE MORE THAN RELIGIOUS PLACES.
Jerusalem and the temple mattered because of God. Never allow sacred buildings, traditions, or institutions to become substitutes for the God they are supposed
to honor.

2. DO NOT CONFUSE PRIVILEGE WITH IMMUNITY FROM ACCOUNTABILITY.
Jerusalem was chosen and still judged for sin. Jeremiah’s temple sermon warns against treating religious privilege as protection from the consequences of
rebellion.

3. MAKE ROOM FOR BIBLICAL GRIEF.
Psalm 137 and Lamentations show that faith does not require pretending devastating loss does not hurt. Lament can coexist with hope.

4. FOLLOW ZION’S KING.
Jesus entered Jerusalem humbly and gave His life for sinners. The right response to the King is faith, worship, and obedience.

5. WORSHIP GOD THROUGH CHRIST, NOT THROUGH SACRED GEOGRAPHY.
Jesus taught that true worship is in spirit and truth. No earthly location can replace genuine relationship with God.

6. REMEMBER WHERE CHRISTIAN HOPE IS HEADED.
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Believers are not moving toward eternal disembodied existence. Christian hope includes resurrection and renewed creation.

7. LET THE FUTURE SHAPE THE PRESENT.
If people from every nation will worship together before God, ethnic pride, hatred, and contempt have no rightful place among Christ’s people now.

8. LONG FOR GOD MORE THAN HIS GIFTS.
The greatest promise of the New Jerusalem is not the city’s beauty. It is: “They will see his face.”

FINAL REVIEW
1. What did “Zion” originally refer to?
A Jebusite stronghold in Jerusalem captured by David and identified with the City of David.

2. Who was Melchizedek?
The king of Salem and priest of God Most High. Psalm 110 and Hebrews 7 later use his priesthood as an important pattern pointing to Christ.

3. Why did Jerusalem become so important?
David made it his royal capital, the ark was brought there, and Solomon later built the temple there.

4. Was God confined to the temple?
No. God revealed His presence there, but even the heavens cannot contain Him.

5. What danger did Jeremiah 7 confront?
False confidence that possession of the temple guaranteed safety regardless of obedience.

6. What does “Daughter Zion” mean?
It is a poetic personification of Jerusalem and its people.

7. What do Psalm 137 and Lamentations contribute to the Zion story?
They give voice to the grief of Jerusalem’s destruction and exile.

8. Was Jerusalem’s chosen status a guarantee that God would never judge it?
No. The prophets repeatedly announced judgment because of sin.

9. What future did Isaiah envision for Zion?
Restoration, God’s reign, and nations being drawn toward Him.

10. How does Jesus enter Zion’s story?
He comes to Jerusalem as Zion’s promised King and accomplishes redemption through His death and resurrection.

11. What did Jesus teach in John 4 about sacred geography?
True worship would no longer ultimately be defined by worship on one mountain or in Jerusalem, but by worshiping the Father in spirit and truth.

12. Where did Jesus say Gospel witness would begin?
Jerusalem.

13. What does Hebrews call Mount Zion?
The city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.

14. Are believers already connected with heavenly Zion?
Yes. Hebrews says believers “have come” to it, while Revelation still points toward its future consummation.

15. What is the New Jerusalem called in Revelation?
Both the Holy City and the bride of the Lamb.

16. Why is the city’s cube-like shape significant?
It strongly echoes the cubic Most Holy Place, suggesting the entire city is characterized by God’s holy presence.

17. Why is there no temple in the New Jerusalem?
Because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.

18. How does Ezekiel 47 connect with Revelation 22?
Both contain a life-giving river associated with God’s presence and imagery of trees, life, and healing.

19. Why are Israel’s tribes and the apostles represented in the city?
The imagery brings the biblical story of Israel and the apostolic people of the Lamb together in God’s completed redemptive purpose.

20. Why do the tree of life and river appear?
They connect the New Jerusalem with Eden and Ezekiel’s restoration vision and show creation restored and fulfilled.

21. What is the greatest blessing of the New Jerusalem?
God dwells with His people, and His servants see His face.

22. Does the New Jerusalem remain in heaven?
Revelation pictures it coming down from heaven into the new creation.

23. Is modern Jerusalem identical to the New Jerusalem?
No. Biblical Jerusalem, modern Jerusalem, heavenly Jerusalem, and New Jerusalem must be distinguished.

24. Do Christians agree on exactly how every future-Jerusalem prophecy will be fulfilled?
No.

25. What is the central message of the Zion storyline?
God is bringing His redeemed people into permanent fellowship with Himself through Jesus Christ.

KEY SCRIPTURES TO REMEMBER
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Genesis 14:17–20 — Melchizedek is king of Salem and priest of God Most High. 2 Samuel 5:6–10 — David captures the stronghold of Zion. 1 Kings 8:27 — Even
heaven cannot contain God. Psalm 48 — Zion is celebrated as the city of the great King. Psalm 87 — Zion’s hope reaches beyond Israel to the nations. Psalm 137 —
The exiles mourn Zion from Babylon. Isaiah 2:1–5 — Nations stream toward the mountain of the LORD. Isaiah 52:7–10 — Good news is announced to Zion. Isaiah
60:1–5 — Nations are drawn toward Zion’s light. Jeremiah 7:1–15 — God rejects false confidence in the temple. Lamentations 1–2 — Jerusalem’s devastation is
mourned. Zechariah 9:9 — Zion’s King comes humble and righteous. Matthew 21:1–11 — Jesus enters Jerusalem as the promised King. Luke 19:41–44 — Jesus
weeps over Jerusalem. John 4:19–24 — Jesus teaches that true worship is in spirit and truth rather than ultimately tied to one sacred mountain. Acts 1:8 — Gospel
witness moves from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth. Galatians 4:26 — Paul speaks of the Jerusalem above. Hebrews 7 — Jesus’ priesthood is compared with
Melchizedek’s. Hebrews 11:10 — Abraham looks for the city whose builder is God. Hebrews 12:22–24 — Believers have come to Mount Zion, the heavenly
Jerusalem. Ezekiel 47:1–12 — A life-giving river flows from the temple. Revelation 21:1–4 — The New Jerusalem descends as God dwells with humanity. Revelation
21:22–27 — God and the Lamb are the city’s temple. Revelation 22:1–5 — The river and tree of life appear, and God’s servants see His face.

FINAL MEMORY ANCHOR
From Zion to Jerusalem through judgment and restoration to Jesus to heavenly Zion to the New Jerusalem— the story is moving toward God dwelling forever with
His people.

THE GOSPEL CONNECTION
The Zion story reveals the deepest human problem and God’s ultimate solution. Humanity was created for God’s presence.
READ: Genesis 1–2
Sin brought separation.
READ: Genesis 3
God then began a long biblical story of dwelling among sinful people without ignoring His holiness. The tabernacle displayed it. The temple displayed it. Zion
became associated with it. But none of these was the final answer. Jerusalem itself demonstrated the problem. A holy city could still contain sinful people. A temple
could stand while hearts remained rebellious. Religious privilege could not remove sin. Jeremiah warned against trusting the temple while rejecting the God of the
temple. Jerusalem eventually fell. Zion was mourned. But God promised restoration. Then Jesus came. John says: “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us.”
READ: John 1:14
God had come near in a way no building could accomplish. Jesus then told the Samaritan woman that worship would no longer be ultimately defined by one
mountain or by Jerusalem.
READ: John 4:19–24
Something greater than sacred geography had arrived. God was bringing people to Himself through His Son. But sinful humanity still needed reconciliation. Jesus
entered Jerusalem as King. He was rejected. He died for sins. He rose from the dead. Through Him, sinners can be reconciled to God.
READ: Romans 5:1–11; 1 Peter 3:18
Then God gave His Spirit to dwell within His people.
READ: Ephesians 2:19–22
The story continues toward its final destination. John sees the New Jerusalem. And the great announcement is made: God’s dwelling is with humanity.
READ: Revelation 21:3
This is what salvation ultimately accomplishes. Sin separated humanity from God. Jesus removes the barrier. Death separated humanity from life. Jesus defeats
death. The curse corrupted creation. God makes all things new. The Gospel is therefore larger than: “Jesus helps people go to heaven when they die.” The Gospel
announces that through Jesus Christ, God is reconciling sinners to Himself and will ultimately renew creation so His redeemed people can live forever in His
presence. The Bible begins with God and humanity together. Sin breaks that fellowship. The entire redemptive story moves toward its restoration. And because of
Jesus, Revelation can end with something humanity lost in Genesis: “They will see his face.”

WHERE CAN I LEARN MORE?
TRACE JERUSALEM BEFORE AND THROUGH DAVID
Genesis 14 Psalm 110 2 Samuel 5–6 Hebrews 7
TRACE ZION THROUGH THE OLD TESTAMENT
1 Kings 6–8 Psalm 48 Psalm 87 Psalm 132 Psalm 137 Isaiah 1–2 Isaiah 40 Isaiah 52 Isaiah 60–62 Jeremiah 7 Lamentations 1–2 Zechariah 8–9 Zechariah 14
FOLLOW JERUSALEM THROUGH JESUS’ MINISTRY
Matthew 21–23 Luke 13:31–35 Luke 19:28–48 Luke 21 Luke 23–24 John 4:19–24
FOLLOW THE GOSPEL FROM JERUSALEM TO THE NATIONS
Acts 1–2 Acts 8 Acts 10 Acts 13
STUDY HEAVENLY ZION
Galatians 4:21–31 Hebrews 11:8–16 Hebrews 12:18–24 Hebrews 13:14
TRACE THE RIVER-OF-LIFE THEME
Genesis 2:8–10 Ezekiel 47:1–12 Revelation 22:1–5
STUDY THE NEW JERUSALEM
Isaiah 60 Isaiah 65–66 Ezekiel 40–48 Revelation 21–22 When using study Bibles, commentaries, archaeological resources, historical materials, maps, or theological
systems, remember: These are tools. Scripture remains authoritative. Christians disagree about how some prophetic passages concerning Jerusalem, Zion, Israel,
the millennium, Ezekiel’s temple, and the New Jerusalem should be interpreted. Listing an interpretation or resource does not mean 3Nails endorses every
theological position, methodology, publication, or conclusion associated with it. Distinguish carefully between: what Scripture explicitly says, strong biblical
patterns, and theological inferences. Where Scripture speaks clearly, believe it. Where Christians draw inferences, identify them as inferences. Where Scripture
leaves mystery, trust God’s character and obey what He has made clear.
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CLOSING THOUGHT
Zion begins as a fortress. Before David, Scripture had already introduced Salem and a mysterious king-priest named Melchizedek. Then David captures Zion.
Jerusalem becomes the city of the king. The temple rises there. God graciously reveals His presence there. Songs celebrate Zion. Prophets rebuke her sin. Jeremiah
warns that the temple cannot protect people who refuse the God of the temple. Armies destroy her walls. The temple burns. Exiles sit beside foreign rivers and
remember Zion. Lamentations gives language to Jerusalem’s tears. But grief is not the final word. Prophets promise restoration. Nations are pictured streaming
toward Zion’s light. Then Zion’s King arrives. Jesus rides into Jerusalem humble and mounted on a donkey. He looks upon the city and weeps. He is rejected. He is
crucified. And He rises from the dead. Then Jesus makes clear that the story is larger than one sacred location. True worship will not finally be defined by one
mountain or one earthly city. The Father seeks worshipers in spirit and truth. And then the message moves outward. Jerusalem. Judea. Samaria. The ends of the
earth. Still the Zion story continues. Hebrews points beyond the earthly city: Mount Zion. The city of the living God. The heavenly Jerusalem. Ezekiel had once seen
a river flowing from God’s temple and bringing life wherever it went. Then Revelation gives the final picture. A new heaven. A new earth. A city descending from
God. The New Jerusalem. A river of life flows from the throne of God and the Lamb. The tree of life stands there. But the greatest thing about the city is not its
walls. Not its gates. Not its gold. Not its jewels. Not even the river or tree. Its greatest glory is God. There is no temple because God and the Lamb are its temple.
There is no night because God gives it light. There is no curse. There is no death. And God’s servants see His face. The Bible’s story has finally reached what
humanity was created for. God with His people. Not temporarily. Not behind a veil. Not inside one restricted sanctuary. Not through a distant symbol. Forever.
Zion was never ultimately about humanity finding one sacred hill. The story was always moving toward God bringing His redeemed creation completely into His
presence. Jesus makes that possible. He is Zion’s King. He is the Lamb. He is the One through whom sinners are reconciled to God. And the New Jerusalem shows
where His saving work is taking His people: home. God dwelling with humanity. Humanity dwelling with God. Creation made new. The curse removed. And the
face of God no longer hidden.
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus.



