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Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

CHRISTIAN LIVING

Wisdom and Guidance
Learning to Walk Faithfully When Decisions Are Not Simple

The Short Answer

God gives wisdom through His Word, the Holy Spirit, prayer, sound judgment, and
wise counsel. Guidance is not usually finding a secret message,; it is learning to make
faithful decisions under the lordship of Jesus.

Proverbs 3:5-6 - James 1:5 - Psalm 119:105 - Romans 12:1-2 - Colossians 3:15-17

Opening Memory Anchor

God guides His people first by forming wisdom and obedience through His Word.
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1. What Is Biblical Wisdom?

Wisdom is the skill of living faithfully in God’s world. It begins with the fear of the Lord -
reverent trust that receives God as God and seeks to honor Him.

Wisdom is more than knowing facts. It joins truth, character, discernment, and action.

Read the related passages in context, and ask what they reveal about God, people,
Jesus, and faithful response.
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2. Start With What God Has Made Clear

The Bible may not name every job, move, purchase, or relationship choice. But it clearly
teaches many things: love God and neighbor, reject sin, tell the truth, pursue purity, keep

commitments, seek justice, and care for others.
Do not wait for a special sign before obeying what Scripture already says.

Read the related passages in context, and ask what they reveal about God, people,
Jesus, and faithful response.
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3. Ask God for Wisdom

James tells believers to ask God for wisdom. Prayer expresses dependence, not passivity. Bring
the decision, motives, fears, and responsibilities honestly before God.

God may guide through growing understanding, changed circumstances, wise counsel, and a
clearer recognition of what faithful love requires.

Read the related passages in context, and ask what they reveal about God, people,
Jesus, and faithful response.
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4. Use Sound Judgment

Proverbs commends careful planning. Consider facts, consequences, responsibilities, gifts,
finances, health, commitments, and the effects of a choice on others. Wisdom is not unspiritual

simply because it uses ordinary judgment.

A peaceful feeling alone does not prove that a decision is God’s will; neither does uncertainty
automatically mean a decision is wrong.

Read the related passages in context, and ask what they reveal about God, people,
Jesus, and faithful response.
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5. Seek Wise Counsel

God often uses mature believers to help people see blind spots and weigh options. Good
counsel is biblically grounded, honest, and not manipulative.

Counsel is especially valuable in grief, trauma, major relational decisions, or situations
involving safety. Seeking professional help can also be an expression of wisdom.

Read the related passages in context, and ask what they reveal about God, people,
Jesus, and faithful response.
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6. Test Motives and Priorities

Ask: Am | trying to avoid obedience? Am | driven by fear, pride, greed, people-pleasing, or
hurry? Does this choice make room for faithfulness, love, and integrity?

God’s guidance is never permission to violate His Word. A good outcome does not make a
sinful path righteous.

Read the related passages in context, and ask what they reveal about God, people,
Jesus, and faithful response.
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Want to Go Deeper? Guidance and Impressions

Christians use words such as leading, burden, conviction, and impression in different ways.

These experiences may be meaningful, but they must be tested by Scripture and held with
humility.

No inward sense should be treated as equal to God’s Word or used to control another person.

Read the related passages in context, and ask what they reveal about God, people,
Jesus, and faithful response.
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8. Make a Faithful Decision

After prayer, counsel, and careful thought, a person may need to decide without complete
certainty. Trust God, take the next faithful step, and remain willing to learn and adjust.

God is not fragile, and His providence is not defeated by every imperfect decision of a sincere
believer.

Read the related passages in context, and ask what they reveal about God, people,
Jesus, and faithful response.
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9. Prayer and Practice

Father, give me wisdom. Form my desires by Your Word, protect me from fear and pride, and
help me make the next faithful decision in trust and love. Amen.

Write down one current decision. List what Scripture clearly says, the counsel needed, the
responsibilities involved, and one faithful next step.

Read the related passages in context, and ask what they reveal about God, people,
Jesus, and faithful response.
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