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BIBLE FOUNDATIONS

Why Trust the Bible Instead of Other
Religious Books?

A beginner’s guide to evaluating competing truth claims

Simple - Clear - Scripture-grounded

Key Scripture

“Beloved, don’t believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God, because many false
prophets have gone out into the world.”

1 John 4:1

The Short Answer

The Bible deserves trust over other religious books because its message is rooted in God’s acts
within history and reaches its center in Jesus Christ—His life, teaching, crucifixion, and resurrection.

The Christian faith does not ask people to believe merely because the Bible is ancient, popular,
emotionally comforting, or important to a particular culture. It invites examination of what the Bible
claims, how its message developed, how its text was preserved, how it describes the human problem,
and whether its central claims about Jesus are true.

Other religious writings may contain moral insights, historical information, wisdom, beauty, or
observations about human life. Recognizing something true or admirable in another text does not
require accepting its complete view of God, humanity, salvation, or ultimate reality.

Religious books do not all teach the same message. They make different—and sometimes directly
contradictory—claims about:

e The nature of God

e The identity of Jesus

e The human problem

e Sin and moral responsibility
e Salvation or liberation

¢ Death and the afterlife

e The authority of revelation

e The path to eternal life

Contradictory claims cannot all be true in the same sense at the same time. The purpose of this study
is not to insult people of other faiths. Every person should be treated with dignity, patience, and love.
The purpose is to examine competing truth claims honestly and explain why the Bible’s testimony to
Jesus provides the strongest foundation for trusting it as God’s Word.
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How to Use This Study
This is a modular guide rather than a requirement to master every comparison at once.

e For a first reading, begin with Parts One through Seven, Part Nineteen, Part Twenty, and Part
Thirty-Two.

e When a specific tradition is relevant, read its corresponding comparison section.

e Use “Want to Go Deeper?” for intermediate study and discussion.

e Consult primary texts and responsible representatives before drawing detailed conclusions about
another person’s beliefs.

The Christian Viewpoint Used Here

This guide presents historic, orthodox Christianity as expressed in the early creeds: one God in three
Persons, Jesus Christ as truly God and truly human, His atoning death, bodily resurrection, and
promised return, and salvation by God’s grace.

Christian traditions differ on secondary matters, including church government, sacraments, spiritual
gifts, the relationship between divine sovereignty and human responsibility, end-times details, and
explanations of how Christ’s atoning work should be described. Some emphasize substitution, victory
over evil, reconciliation, sacrifice, or moral transformation in different proportions. Those discussions
matter, but they do not remove the central confession that salvation is accomplished through Jesus’
death and resurrection rather than earned through human merit.

PART ONE

Why Does This Question Matter?

Many people inherit religious beliefs from family, culture, or geography. A person born in one region
may grow up hearing the Bible, while someone elsewhere may grow up hearing the Qur’an, the
Vedas, Buddhist sutras, or another sacred tradition.

This raises an honest question:
Why trust the Bible rather than another religious book?
A thoughtful answer cannot simply be:

e “The Bible is true because that is what was taught growing up.”
e “The Bible is true because many people believe it.”

e “The Bible is true because it feels meaningful.”

e “The Bible is true because it says it is true.”

e “Other religions are obviously wrong.”

People from other traditions can make similar statements about their own beliefs. A Christian
response should be more careful.

The Bible Invites Examination
Biblical faith is not presented as belief without evidence.

Luke explains that he carefully investigated the events concerning Jesus so his reader could know
their certainty (Luke 1:1-4).
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Paul told the Corinthian church that Jesus appeared after His resurrection to many witnesses, some
of whom were still alive when Paul wrote (1 Corinthians 15:3-8).

The Bereans were praised for examining the Scriptures to test what they heard (Acts 17:11).

John explained that his Gospel recorded signs so readers might believe that Jesus is the Christ and
have life in His name (John 20:30-31).

Biblical faith involves trust, but it is trust directed toward the God who has revealed Himself and acted
in history.

A Question of Truth, Not Preference

Choosing a religious belief is not the same as choosing a favorite food, color, or musical style.

If one text says Jesus died on the cross and another says He was not crucified, both claims cannot
describe the same event accurately.

If one teaching says human beings live once and then face judgment, while another teaches repeated
reincarnation, both cannot be true in the same way.

If one religion teaches that God is personal and distinct from creation, while another understands
ultimate reality differently, those views cannot simply be blended without changing them.

The important question is not:

“Which belief is most comfortable?”
The important question is:

“Which account is true?”

PART TWO

Begin with Respect and Honesty

Christians are called to defend their hope with gentleness and respect:

“Always be ready to give an answer to everyone who asks you a reason concerning the hope that is
in you, with humility and fear.”

1 Peter 3:15

Respect does not require pretending that every religion teaches the same truth. Honesty does not
require mockery or hostility.

Respect People

Every person is made in God’s image and should be treated with dignity. A neighbor, friend, family
member, or coworker should never be reduced to a religious label.

People may hold a belief because of:

e Family and cultural heritage

e Personal experiences

e Community relationships

e Sincere conviction

e Limited exposure to other views
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e Fear of rejection or loss
e Careful study and reflection

A respectful conversation listens before responding.
Represent Beliefs Accurately

A belief should be described as its followers understand it, not through a distorted version created
merely to make it easier to criticize.

Religious traditions are often internally diverse. Not every Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, Latter-day Saint,
Jewish person, or Christian understands every teaching identically.

A fair investigation should:

e Consult primary religious texts when possible.

e Use official or representative sources.

e Distinguish a religion’s formal teaching from the behavior of individual followers.
e Avoid treating extreme or unusual examples as representative of everyone.

e Admit when a subject is complex or disputed.

¢ Avoid claiming more than the evidence supports.

Test Every Claim
Respectful listening does not mean accepting every claim as true.
Scripture says:

“Test all things, and hold firmly that which is good.”

1 Thessalonians 5:21

Ideas should be tested regardless of who teaches them. This includes claims made by pastors,
authors, churches, religious leaders, scholars, social media personalities, and study guides.

The goal is not to win an argument. The goal is to recognize truth and respond faithfully to God.

PART THREE

Do All Religions Teach the Same Thing?
The statement “All religions are basically the same” may sound peaceful, but it does not accurately
represent the religions themselves.

Religious traditions sometimes share moral teachings such as generosity, compassion, prayer, self-
control, or care for others. Shared moral insights do not make their complete messages identical.

Consider the Differences

Christianity

Historic Christianity teaches that one personal God exists eternally as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Jesus is God the Son who became truly human, died for sins, and rose bodily from the dead.
Salvation is God’s gift of grace received through faith in Christ.

3Nails | Why Trust the Bible Instead of Other Religious Books? Beginner Guide V1 | 4
Please verify all content through Scripture. To report a possible error, email 3NailResources@gmail.com.



Islam

Islam teaches that there is one God and rejects the Christian doctrine of the Trinity. It honors Jesus
as Messiah and messenger but does not receive Him as God the Son in the historic Christian sense.
The Quran denies that Jesus was killed by crucifixion and presents Muhammad as God'’s final
prophet.

Judaism

Judaism and Christianity share the Hebrew Scriptures, although the books are arranged and counted
differently. Traditional Judaism awaits a future Messiah and does not accept the New Testament’s
claim that Jesus is the Messiah and divine Son. The central disagreement concerns how Israel’s
Scriptures should be understood and whether Jesus fulfilled them through His suffering, resurrection,
present reign, and promised return.

Hindu Traditions

Hindu traditions are diverse. They include different beliefs about God or ultimate reality, many forms
of worship, karma, rebirth, liberation, and sacred writings. The Vedas hold foundational authority,
while the Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, Agamas, and other texts are important in different traditions.

Buddhist Traditions

Buddhist traditions generally focus on the problem of suffering, its causes, and the path toward
liberation. Theravada Buddhism looks to the Pali Canon as a primary collection of teachings.
Buddhism does not center on reconciliation with a Creator God through an atoning Savior.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints uses the Bible while also accepting the Book of
Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, and Pearl of Great Price as Scripture. Its teachings about God,
humanity, continuing revelation, and salvation differ in important ways from historic Christian doctrine.

These short descriptions cannot explain every tradition fully. They do show that religions answer
central questions differently.

A Note About Variation Within Traditions

Each tradition named in this guide contains important internal differences. Christians may identify as
Orthodox, Catholic, Protestant, evangelical, mainline, or independent. Muslims may be Sunni, Shia,
Sufi, or part of another community. Buddhist traditions include Theravada, Mahayana, Pure Land,
Zen, and Tibetan schools. Hindu traditions contain many distinct schools, devotional paths, and views
of ultimate reality. Jewish communities also differ in theology, practice, and messianic expectation.

These differences matter, but they do not erase the central disagreements considered in this study.
The comparison focuses on representative teachings directly related to God, Jesus, Scripture,
salvation, and final hope. Before applying a general description to an individual, ask what that person
actually believes.

Similar Words Can Have Different Meanings
Two religions may use words such as God, salvation, heaven, revelation, faith, Messiah, or Jesus
while giving those words different meanings.
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For example, affirming that Jesus was a prophet is not the same as affirming that He is the eternal
Son of God who became human, died for sins, and rose from the dead.

Likewise, using the word Messiah does not settle what the Messiah is expected to accomplish or
whether Jesus fulfilled that expectation.

A productive conversation asks:

“What does that word mean within this belief system?”

PART FOUR

How Should a Religious Book Be Evaluated?

A religious book should not be accepted or rejected merely because it is old, new, familiar, foreign,
simple, difficult, beautiful, or widely followed.

The following questions provide a helpful starting framework.

1. What Does the Text Claim to Be?
Does it claim to be:

e Direct speech from God?

¢ |nspired writing through human authors?

e A translation of an ancient record?

¢ Collected wisdom?

e Prophetic revelation?

e Teaching preserved by disciples?

e Poetry, law, history, philosophy, or spiritual reflection?

A text should be evaluated according to the kind of authority it claims.

2. When and How Did It Originate?
Ask:

e \Who wrote or delivered it?

e When was it produced?

e How close was it to the events it describes?
e \What sources were available?

e Was the author identified?

e Were claims open to public investigation?

e How was the text first received?

3. How Was It Transmitted?
Ask:

e What manuscripts or early copies survive?

e How far are they removed from the original?

e Can differences among copies be identified?

¢ Is the transmission history accessible for study?
e Are areas of uncertainty acknowledged?
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4. Does It Make Historical Claims?

Some religious texts focus primarily on spiritual instruction or philosophical reflection. Others claim
that particular events occurred in public history.

Historical claims can be examined using:

e Early testimony

e Multiple sources

e Eyewitness proximity

e Archaeology

e Geography

e Political and cultural background

e Manuscript evidence

e Testimony from opponents or outsiders

e The willingness of withesses to maintain their claims under pressure

5. Is Its Message Internally Coherent?

Ask whether the text’s teachings about God, humanity, morality, justice, mercy, salvation, and
ultimate reality fit together.

Apparent difficulties should be studied in context rather than dismissed or exaggerated. However,
serious contradictions should not be ignored merely because a text is considered sacred.

6. Does Its View of Reality Fit the World?

A worldview should explain important features of human experience:

e Why anything exists

e Why the world displays order

e Why human beings possess dignity

e Why moral obligations feel real

e Why people long for justice

e Why evil and suffering exist

¢ Why human beings repeatedly fail morally

e Whether forgiveness and restoration are possible
e What happens at death

e Whether history has an ultimate purpose

7. What Does It Teach About Jesus?
Jesus is not a minor figure who can be added to any belief system without changing it.

A religious book’s treatment of Jesus should be compared with the earliest historical testimony
concerning:

e His identity

e His teaching

¢ His miracles

e His crucifixion

e His burial

e His resurrection
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e His authority
e His claim on every person

8. What Kind of Salvation Does It Offer?
Ask:

e What is the central human problem?

e Is the problem guilt, ignorance, attachment, imbalance, mortality, or something else?
e Can people rescue themselves?

e |s salvation earned, discovered, achieved, received, or given?

e How are justice and mercy reconciled?

e s forgiveness assured?

¢ What role does grace play?

¢ What makes final hope secure?

A religious text should be evaluated as a complete message rather than through a few attractive
guotations.

PART FIVE

What Makes the Bible Distinctive?

No single feature automatically proves that the Bible is God’s Word. Several features form a
cumulative case.

The Bible Is a Library with a Unified Story

The Bible contains many books written through different human authors across many centuries. It
includes law, narrative, poetry, wisdom, prophecy, Gospels, letters, and apocalyptic visions.

Despite this diversity, it tells an unfolding story:

e God created a good world.

e Humanity rebelled against God.

e Sin brought guilt, corruption, suffering, and death.

e God promised redemption.

e God formed a covenant people.

e Sacrifice, priesthood, kingship, and prophecy prepared the way.
e Jesus fulfilled God’s saving promises.

e Jesus died for sins and rose from the dead.

e The gospel was announced to the nations.

e Jesus will return to judge evil and renew creation.

This unity is not merely the repetition of one idea. Later revelation develops earlier promises and
patterns while remaining connected to the same redemptive plan.
The Bible Is Rooted in History

Biblical faith is connected to identifiable people, locations, rulers, nations, conflicts, journeys, and
public events.
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The Bible names places such as Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, Capernaum, Corinth, Ephesus,
and Rome. It refers to historical figures such as David, Hezekiah, Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus, Herod,
Pontius Pilate, Caiaphas, and Caesar Augustus.

Archaeology cannot prove divine inspiration, but it can illuminate and sometimes confirm the historical
setting in which biblical events are reported.

Examples include the Tel Dan inscription, which refers to the “house of David”; the stone inscription

naming Pontius Pilate as prefect of Judea; and the Gallio inscription, which helps anchor the setting
of Paul’s ministry in Corinth. Such discoveries do not prove every event in Scripture or establish that
a miracle occurred. They do show that biblical writers often describe a recognizable historical world

rather than an undefined legendary setting.

Archaeological evidence is not equally abundant for every biblical period. Material evidence is
generally fuller for the Israelite monarchy, exile, Second Temple period, and New Testament world
than for the earlier patriarchal narratives. Absence of archaeological confirmation is not automatically
disproof, especially when dealing with individuals, migrating families, temporary settlements, or
events unlikely to leave identifiable remains. At the same time, missing evidence should not be
presented as though it were positive confirmation. Archaeology is most helpful when it is used
carefully to clarify settings, test historical claims, and illuminate ancient life.

The Bible Speaks Within an Ancient World

The Bible arose within the ancient Near Eastern and Greco-Roman worlds rather than in cultural
isolation. Its writers used recognizable forms such as creation accounts, covenant treaties, law
collections, royal histories, wisdom sayings, letters, biographies, and apocalyptic visions.

Shared literary forms do not mean the Bible merely copied surrounding religions. Comparison often
reveals both connection and contrast. Genesis describes creation without presenting the sun, moon,
sea, or stars as rival gods. Israel’s law resembles other ancient law collections at points while
grounding justice and worship in covenant with the one holy God. The New Testament uses ordinary
Greek, letters, historical narrative, and familiar public-speaking forms while announcing the distinctive
claim that the crucified and risen Jesus is Lord.

Understanding this ancient setting helps readers interpret genre and imagery accurately. It also
shows how biblical revelation addressed real cultures while correcting idolatry, injustice, human pride,
and false views of God.

The Bible Contains Promise and Fulfillment

Biblical prophecy should be handled carefully. Some predictions are disputed, some use symbolic
language, and many are best understood within larger patterns rather than as isolated forecasts.

Even with those cautions, promise and fulfillment form an important part of the Bible’s unity. God
promised judgment and restoration through Israel’s prophets, named Cyrus as an instrument of return
in Isaiah 44-45, promised a lasting Davidic ruler, announced a new covenant, and developed
patterns of exodus, sacrifice, kingship, exile, and restoration that reach their center in Jesus.

Traditional Christian interpretation understands Isaiah’s naming of Cyrus as predictive prophecy.
Some modern scholars date that portion of Isaiah during or near the exile. The debate should be
acknowledged rather than hidden; the larger biblical pattern of announced judgment, exile,
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restoration, covenant fulfillment, and messianic hope does not depend on one disputed example
alone.

No single prophecy should carry the entire case for inspiration. The cumulative pattern matters: later
biblical events and teachings repeatedly develop earlier promises without abandoning the same
redemptive story.

Promise Can Be Fulfilled Through Pattern

Biblical fulfillment is not limited to a prediction followed by one matching event. Scripture also uses
typology: God establishes real people, events, institutions, and patterns that anticipate a greater
fulfillment.

For example:

e The exodus becomes a pattern of deliverance that helps explain salvation in Christ.

e The Passover lamb anticipates Jesus’ sacrificial death.

e The tabernacle and Temple anticipate God dwelling with His people and reach their center in
Jesus.

e Davidic kingship prepares for the righteous and everlasting reign of the Messiah.

e Israel’'s wilderness testing provides a pattern that Jesus faithfully fulfills.

Typology should arise from connections made by Scripture rather than imaginative resemblance
alone. Properly used, it shows how the Bible’s unified story develops through repeated patterns as
well as explicit predictions.

The Bible Preserves Unflattering Details

Biblical writers do not consistently portray God’s people or leaders as heroes.
Scripture records:

¢ Noah’s drunkenness

e Abraham'’s failures

e Jacob’s deception

e Moses’ disobedience

e David’s adultery and arranged killing of Uriah
e Solomon’s unfaithfulness

e Israel’s repeated rebellion

e Peter’s denial of Jesus

e The disciples’ confusion, fear, and competition
e Serious problems within early churches

These accounts do not prove inspiration, but they differ from propaganda designed merely to glorify a
nation or its leaders.

The Bible Presents a Realistic View of Humanity

The Bible affirms both human dignity and human corruption.

Human beings are made in God’s image and therefore possess value. At the same time, every
person is affected by sin.

This explains why people can produce beauty, sacrifice, justice, and love while also producing
cruelty, oppression, deception, and destruction.
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The Bible neither treats people as worthless nor assumes they can perfect themselves through
greater effort.

The Bible Centers Salvation on God’s Grace

The gospel does not say that people climb toward God by becoming sufficiently moral, enlightened,
disciplined, or religious.

It announces that God acted to rescue sinners who could not rescue themselves.

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not
of works, that no one would boast.”

Ephesians 2:8-9

Christian obedience matters, but it is the result of God’s saving grace rather than the price paid to
earn salvation.

The Bible Centers Everything on Jesus

The Bible’s decisive claim is not merely that it contains useful wisdom. It declares that Jesus Christ is
Lord.

He is presented as:

e The eternal Word

e God the Son who became human
e The promised Messiah

e The image of the invisible God

e The sinless Savior

e The sacrificial Lamb

e Therisen Lord

e The appointed Judge

e The returning King

The truth of Christianity stands or falls with Him.

PART SIX

Why Is Jesus the Decisive Question?

The most important comparison between religious books concerns Jesus.

Different texts may praise Jesus while presenting incompatible identities for Him.

The New Testament’s Testimony

The New Testament presents Jesus as more than a prophet or teacher.
Jesus:

e [Forgave sins.

¢ Received worship.

e Spoke with divine authority.

¢ |dentified Himself uniquely with the Father.
e Claimed authority over the Sabbath.
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e Said He existed before Abraham.

e Accepted titles and actions associated with God.
¢ Predicted His death and resurrection.

e (Claimed to be the only way to the Father.

e Was confessed as Lord by His earliest followers.

John writes:

“The Word became flesh and lived among us.”

John 1:14

Thomas addressed the risen Jesus:

“My Lord and my God!”

John 20:28

Paul wrote that Jesus existed in God’s form, humbled Himself, died on a cross, and was exalted as
Lord (Philippians 2:5-11).

Jesus Cannot Be Reduced to a Generic Religious Teacher

It may sound respectful to say that Jesus was one wise teacher among many. That description does
not adequately represent the earliest Christian testimony.

If Jesus did not possess the identity and authority attributed to Him, the New Testament’s central
message is false.

If Jesus truly died and rose from the dead, His authority cannot be limited to one religious option
among many.

Jesus and Later Claims

When a later religious text makes claims about Jesus that differ from earlier testimony, the claims
should be compared historically.

Ask:

e How close is each source to Jesus’ lifetime?

e What sources did its author possess?

¢ Does it reflect eyewitness or early testimony?

e Was its message proclaimed while witnesses and opponents could challenge it?
e Does it explain the rise of the earliest Christian belief?

¢ Which account best fits the known historical evidence?

A later claim does not become false merely because it is later. However, when it contradicts earlier
and better-attested testimony, it carries the responsibility of providing strong evidence for the
correction.

PART SEVEN

Why Is the Resurrection Central?

Christianity is unusually open about the event on which its truth depends.

Paul wrote:
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”

“If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain, and your faith also is in vain.
1 Corinthians 15:14

Christianity does not survive unchanged if the resurrection did not occur.

The Early Gospel Message
First Corinthians 15:3—-8 preserves a summary Paul had received and passed on:

e Christ died for sins.

e He was buried.

e He was raised on the third day.

e He appeared to Peter.

e He appeared to the Twelve.

e He appeared to more than five hundred people.
e He appeared to James.

¢ He appeared to the apostles.

e He appeared to Paul.

This message was circulating during the earliest Christian generation, not centuries later.

Facts That Require Explanation

A historical case for the resurrection commonly considers:

e Jesus’ death by crucifixion

e His burial

e The discovery of the empty tomb

e The disciples’ conviction that He appeared alive

e The transformation of fearful followers into public witnesses

e The conversion of Paul, a former persecutor

e The conversion of James, who had not followed Jesus during His ministry
e The rapid emergence of resurrection-centered worship and proclamation

Different explanations have been proposed. Each should be tested for how well it accounts for the
evidence.

A Note About Scholarly Agreement

Across a wide range of Christian and non-Christian scholarship, Jesus’ death by crucifixion and the
early disciples’ sincere belief that He appeared to them alive are widely accepted historical
conclusions. Paul’s transformation from persecutor to apostle and James’s emergence as a leader of
the Jerusalem church also require explanation.

The empty tomb has substantial historical support and is accepted by many scholars, but it does not
command the same near-universal agreement as the crucifixion. The resurrection itself is not
established by counting scholarly votes. The evidence must be examined, competing explanations
compared, and the possibility of God’s action considered rather than ruled out in advance.

Did the Disciples Invent the Story?

Deliberate invention does not easily explain why the disciples willingly suffered for a message they
would have known was fabricated.
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Suffering does not prove a belief is true. People can suffer for false beliefs they sincerely accept. The
relevant point is narrower: a person may die for something mistakenly believed, but knowingly
accepting persecution for a story personally invented is a different claim.

Were the Appearances Hallucinations?

Hallucination theories must account for different individuals and groups, multiple settings, the empty-
tomb tradition, Paul's conversion, and the early belief that Jesus had risen bodily.

Was the Resurrection a Later Legend?

The resurrection message appears too early to be explained easily as a legend that developed
centuries after Jesus. Paul’s letters were written within the lifetime of people who had known Jesus,
and Paul records earlier tradition he had received.

The Best Explanation

If God exists and Jesus truly rose, the resurrection provides a coherent explanation for the early
evidence and confirms Jesus’ authority.

The resurrection does not merely show that life continues after death. It identifies Jesus as the
victorious Lord and confirms God’s saving work through Him.

PART EIGHT

How Does the Bible Compare with the Qur’an?

This section is intentionally brief. Islam contains diverse schools and interpretations, and Muslim
beliefs should be learned from responsible Muslim sources.

Points of Agreement
The Bible and the Qur’an both speak about:

¢ One Creator

e Prayer

e Judgment

e Moral responsibility

e Abraham
e Moses

e David

e Mary

e Jesus

e The importance of obeying God
These shared names and themes do not mean the books teach the same message.

Important Differences

Historic Christianity teaches that:

God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

e Jesus is the eternal Son who became human.
Jesus died by crucifixion.

e Jesus rose bodily from the dead.

3Nails | Why Trust the Bible Instead of Other Religious Books? Beginner Guide V1 | 14
Please verify all content through Scripture. To report a possible error, email 3NailResources@gmail.com.



e His death provides atonement for sin.
e Salvation is received through God’s grace in Christ.

Islam rejects the Christian doctrine of the Trinity and does not receive Jesus as God the Son. The
Qur’an identifies Jesus as Messiah and messenger but says that His enemies did not kill or crucify
Him.

The Historical Question

The Qur'an arose in the seventh century, approximately six centuries after Jesus.

The New Testament sources were written within the first century and preserve traditions that arose
earlier still. The crucifixion is reported in all four Gospels, proclaimed in early Christian preaching,
assumed throughout the New Testament letters, and acknowledged outside the New Testament.

This creates an important historical question:
What evidence justifies rejecting the earlier and multiple testimony that Jesus was crucified?

The issue is not whether Muslims respect Jesus. Many do. The issue is which account of Jesus best
fits the earliest evidence.

A Note About Texts

Muslims commonly understand the Qur'an as God'’s revelation delivered in Arabic to Muhammad.
Christians understand the Bible as inspired through multiple human authors, writing in different
historical settings and literary forms.

The books therefore make different claims about how revelation was given. They should be evaluated
according to those claims rather than forced into the same model.

The Qur’an should also be read through its own primary claims. Surah 112 emphasizes God’s
absolute oneness. Surah 4:157-158 denies that Jesus’ enemies killed or crucified Him and says that
God raised Him. Surah 5:72—75 rejects identifying the Messiah as God. These passages show that
the disagreement with Christianity is not peripheral; it concerns God’s nature and the identity, death,
and saving work of Jesus.

Islamic tradition describes the Qur'an as recited revelation preserved in Arabic, gathered after
Muhammad’s death, and standardized during the caliphate of Uthman. Muslims also recognize
canonical modes of recitation, called gira’at. These are not identical to the Bible’s manuscript history,
and simplistic claims that one tradition has “no variants” while the other is hopelessly corrupted
should be avoided. Each transmission history should be studied using its own manuscripts, early
testimony, recitation practices, and claims of authority.

PART NINE

How Does the Bible Compare with the Book of Mormon?

Members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints describe the Book of Mormon as another
testament of Jesus Christ.

According to official Latter-day Saint teaching, Joseph Smith translated an ancient record from plates
by the gift and power of God. Three witnesses testified that an angel showed them the plates, and
eight witnesses testified that they saw and handled them.
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Points of Agreement

Latter-day Saints and historic Christians use many of the same words and affirm several shared
ideas, including:

e The importance of Jesus
e Prayer

e Moral living

e Resurrection

e Missionary work

e Scripture

e Family

e God's activity in history

Important Differences

Latter-day Saint teachings concerning the nature of God, human existence, continuing revelation,
priesthood authority, salvation, and exaltation differ from historic Christian doctrine.

Using the name Jesus does not settle whether the same identity and gospel are being described.

Historical Questions

The Book of Mormon was published in 1830 and claims to preserve the history and religious teaching
of ancient peoples in the Americas.

Relevant questions include:

¢ What evidence supports the proposed ancient setting?

e (Can the original plates be examined today?

e What was the nature of the witnesses’ experiences?

¢ How should the translation process be evaluated?

¢ How well does the text fit the languages, cultures, geography, and archaeology of the ancient
Americas?

e How do its teachings relate to the Bible and later Latter-day Saint doctrine?

e Does its message preserve or alter the gospel taught by the apostles?

Official Latter-day Saint sources state that Joseph Smith translated by “the gift and power of God”
and used instruments described as interpreters or the Urim and Thummim, as well as a seer stone.
The Three Witnesses described an angelic showing of the plates; the Eight Witnesses testified that
Joseph Smith showed them the plates and that they handled them.

These testimonies deserve accurate representation. They also differ from the public historical setting
of Jesus’ ministry, crucifixion, and resurrection proclamation. A careful evaluation should distinguish
visionary testimony from ordinary physical observation, examine the witnesses’ relationships and later
statements, and ask what independent evidence supports the book’s claimed ancient peoples,
languages, and events.

The Bible’s Warning About a Different Gospel

Paul wrote:

“Even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you any ‘good news’ other than that
which we preached to you, let him be cursed.”
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Galatians 1:8

Paul’s warning is especially relevant when a later message claims angelic involvement or additional
revelation.

The standard is not whether a new message sounds religious or speaks positively about Jesus. The
standard is whether it agrees with the gospel delivered by Christ’s apostles.

PART TEN

How Does the Bible Compare with Hindu Scriptures?

Hinduism is not one uniform system. It includes many traditions, philosophies, practices, and
understandings of God or ultimate reality.

The Vedas are regarded as foundational sacred writings. The Upanishads form an important
philosophical part of the Vedic tradition. The Bhagavad Gita, Agamas, epics, and other texts also hold
importance within different Hindu communities.

The Bhagavad Gita provides one helpful example of Hindu diversity. It speaks of the embodied self

passing from one body to another, presents divine descent for the restoration of righteousness, and

describes paths involving action, knowledge, and devotion. Hindu readers interpret these teachings

through different schools, so the Gita should not be treated as though it defines every Hindu belief in
exactly the same way.

Areas of Possible Connection
Some Hindu texts and traditions contain serious reflection on:

e Moral conduct
e Discipline

e Sacrifice
e Duty

e Desire

e Suffering

e Spiritual reality
e The consequences of human action
e The search for liberation

These concerns show that human beings across cultures wrestle with profound spiritual questions.

Important Differences
Hindu traditions often include concepts such as:

e Karma

¢ Rebirth or reincarnation

e Liberation from the cycle of rebirth

e Multiple manifestations or understandings of deity

¢ Different paths of devotion, knowledge, or action

e Ultimate reality understood in ways different from biblical monotheism

The Bible teaches:

e One personal Creator who is distinct from creation
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¢ One earthly life followed by judgment

e Resurrection rather than repeated reincarnation

e A permanent distinction between the Creator and created persons
e Sin as rebellion and guilt before God

e Salvation through God’s grace in Jesus Christ

Karma and Grace

Karma commonly connects actions with consequences across present or future lives. The biblical
teaching of sowing and reaping also recognizes that actions have consequences, but the two
teachings are not identical.

The gospel announces something karma cannot provide on its own: a holy God justly addressing sin
while extending undeserved forgiveness through the sacrifice of Jesus.

Grace does not mean actions are unimportant. It means salvation is not achieved by accumulating
enough merit to erase guilt.

Reincarnation and Resurrection

Reincarnation describes repeated lives in different forms or circumstances. Biblical resurrection
describes God raising the person to embodied life.

Hebrews 9:27 says:

“It is appointed for men to die once, and after this, judgment.”

The biblical hope is not escape through repeated cycles. It is resurrection, judgment, reconciliation
with God, and renewed creation through Jesus Christ.

PART ELEVEN

How Does the Bible Compare with Buddhist Texts?

Buddhism includes several major traditions with different texts and practices. In Theravada
Buddhism, the Pali Canon is a foundational collection of teachings.

Buddhist teaching gives careful attention to suffering, desire, attachment, conduct, meditation,
wisdom, and liberation.

The Four Noble Truths identify suffering, its origin, its cessation, and the path leading toward
cessation. The Noble Eightfold Path addresses right understanding, intention, speech, action,
livelihood, effort, mindfulness, and concentration. Pure Land traditions emphasize trusting devotion
connected with Amitabha Buddha, while Zen commonly emphasizes disciplined meditation and direct
insight. These examples show why “Buddhism” should not be described as one uniform practice.

Areas of Possible Connection
Christians may recognize valuable observations about:

e The reality of suffering

e The danger of uncontrolled desire

e The importance of compassion

e The temporary nature of earthly possessions
e The need for disciplined living
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¢ The destructive effects of hatred and greed

Acknowledging an accurate observation does not require accepting the entire worldview surrounding
it.

Important Differences
Christianity and Buddhism generally understand the central problem and solution differently.
In biblical Christianity:

e A personal Creator made the world.

e Human beings bear God'’s image.

e The central human problem is sin and separation from God.

e The self is not an illusion to escape but a created person needing redemption.
e Salvation requires God’s action.

e Jesus atones for sin.

e History moves toward resurrection, judgment, and new creation.

e Eternal hope is personal fellowship with God.

Buddhist traditions generally focus on liberation from suffering and the cycle of rebirth through insight,
ethical conduct, and spiritual practice. They do not center salvation on forgiveness by a Creator
through the atoning death and resurrection of Jesus.

Compassion and the Foundation for Dignity
Both Christians and Buddhists may practice compassion. The underlying explanation can differ.

The Bible grounds human dignity in creation in God’s image. Love for others is connected to God’s
character and command. Christian compassion also includes the announcement that sinners can be
reconciled to God through Christ.

PART TWELVE
How Does Christianity Compare with Jewish Messianic
Expectation?

Judaism requires a different kind of comparison from Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, or the Book of
Mormon.

Christianity did not begin with an entirely separate collection of ancient Scripture. Christians receive
the Law, Prophets, and Writings of the Hebrew Bible as the Old Testament.

The central disagreement is therefore not simply between two unrelated religious books. It concerns
how the shared Hebrew Scriptures should be understood, whether Jesus is the promised Messiah,
and whether the New Testament provides God-given fulfillment of Israel’s story.

A Shared Scriptural Foundation
Judaism and Christianity both look to passages concerning:

e God'’s creation of the world
e God’s covenant with Abraham
e Israel’s deliverance from Egypt
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¢ The covenant law

e The promises given to David

¢ Israel’s exile and hoped-for restoration

e The prophetic hope of justice and peace
e The gathering of God’s people

e The nations coming to know God

e Resurrection and final judgment

Christians believe these themes reach fulfillment through Jesus. Traditional Judaism does not accept
that conclusion.

Traditional Jewish Messianic Expectation

Jewish beliefs are not completely uniform, and some Jewish communities place greater emphasis on
the Messiah than others.

In influential traditional Jewish teaching, the Messiah is expected to be a human ruler descended
from David who will faithfully uphold the Torah and bring visible restoration.

Expectations commonly associated with the messianic age include:

e Restoration of the Davidic kingdom

e The gathering of the Jewish exiles

e Restoration of Jerusalem

e Rebuilding or restoration of the Temple

¢ Renewed faithfulness to the Torah

e Justice and righteous rule

e Peace among the nations

¢ Widespread knowledge and worship of God

Passages such as Isaiah 2:1-4, Isaiah 11:1-10, Jeremiah 23:5-8, Ezekiel 37:21-28, and Micah 4.1
4 contribute to these expectations.

From this perspective, Jesus did not accomplish the expected visible restoration during His earthly
ministry. Rome still ruled Judea. The exiles were not fully gathered. The Temple was not renewed
under a Davidic king. Warfare did not end. Universal peace did not arrive.

Traditional Judaism therefore does not accept Jesus as the promised Messiah. It also rejects the
Christian claim that the Messiah is God the Son and does not receive the New Testament as
Scripture.

The Christian Claim of a Suffering Messiah

Christians agree that the Messiah will establish justice, defeat evil, restore God’s people, and bring
lasting peace.

The disagreement concerns how and when those promises are fulfilled.

The New Testament teaches that the Messiah first came to suffer, die for sins, rise from the dead,
and inaugurate God's kingdom. He will return to complete the promised restoration visibly and fully.

Jesus told His disciples:

“Wasn't it necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into his glory?”

Luke 24:26
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After His resurrection, Jesus explained that the Law, Prophets, and Psalms anticipated both the
Messiah’s suffering and the proclamation of repentance and forgiveness to the nations (Luke 24:44—
47).

Peter later proclaimed:

“But the things which God announced by the mouth of all his prophets, that Christ should suffer, he
thus fulfilled.”

Acts 3:18

Peter then spoke of Jesus remaining in heaven until “the times of restoration of all things” promised
through the prophets (Acts 3:19-21).

The Kingdom: Already Begun, Not Yet Completed

Christian theology often describes the kingdom as “already” and “not yet.”

Already
Through Jesus’ first coming:

e The King has arrived.

e Satan’s authority has been challenged.

e Sin has been atoned for.

e Jesus has risen and been exalted.

e The Holy Spirit has been given.

e The gospel is going to the nations.

e People enter God’s kingdom through repentance and faith.
¢ The new covenant has begun.

Not Yet

At Jesus’ return:

e Evil will be finally defeated.

e The dead will be raised.

e Judgment will occur.

e God’'s people will be fully gathered.

e Creation will be renewed.

e Justice and peace will fill the earth.

e God will dwell openly with His people.

Christians therefore do not claim that every messianic promise was visibly completed during Jesus’
first coming. The claim is that His death and resurrection began the promised fulfillment and
guarantee its completion.

Why Would the Messiah Suffer?

Christians see both royal and suffering themes within the Hebrew Scriptures.
Royal and victorious themes include:

e The promised ruler from David’s line
e The righteous king of Isaiah 9 and 11
e The royal Son of Psalm 2
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e The ruler whose kingdom will endure
e The Son of Man receiving an everlasting kingdom in Daniel 7

Suffering and rejected-righteous-one themes include:

e The rejected figure of Psalm 22

e The suffering servant of Isaiah 52:13-53:12

e The pierced figure of Zechariah 12:10

e The rejected stone of Psalm 118:22

e The righteous sufferer found throughout the Psalms

Jewish interpretations of these passages vary. Isaiah 53, for example, has been interpreted within
Jewish tradition in ways that include Israel collectively or a righteous servant rather than Jesus.

Christians believe Jesus brings the royal and suffering themes together. The King first bears sin and
defeats death; He then returns to complete His reign.

The Decisive Question
The Christian explanation depends on the resurrection.

Without the resurrection, the claim that a crucified Jesus is the Messiah collapses. A failed or dead
claimant would not explain the promised restoration.

If Jesus rose from the dead, however:

e God vindicated Him.

e His messianic identity is confirmed.

e His suffering was not defeat.

e The new covenant has begun.

e His present reign is real.

e His promised return provides a basis for expecting complete restoration.

The central question is not merely whether Jesus completed every visible messianic expectation
during His first coming.

The central question is:

Did God raise Jesus from the dead, confirming that the suffering Messiah is also the reigning and
returning King?

A Conversation Requiring Special Care
Christian discussions of Judaism must reject antisemitism, contempt, coercion, and collective blame.

Jesus, His apostles, and the earliest Christians were Jewish. The New Testament arose within
Israel’'s Scriptures, history, covenant hope, and first-century Jewish world.

The crucifixion involved human sin across religious and political lines, and Jesus willingly gave His life
according to God’s saving purpose. Jewish ethnicity must never be treated as a basis for blame or
hostility.

Faithful Christian witness should combine conviction about Jesus with grief over Christian
mistreatment of Jewish people, respect for shared scriptural history, and genuine love for Jewish
neighbors.
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PART THIRTEEN

What About Other Religious and Philosophical Texts?

A complete comparison of every religious book would require many volumes. Sikh, Jain, Taoist,
Confucian, Indigenous, and other traditions contain distinct texts and beliefs that deserve accurate
treatment.

Sikhism teaches devotion to one God, remembrance of God’s name, moral living, service, and the
rejection of caste pride, with the Guru Granth Sahib serving as the central Scripture and enduring
Guru. Jain traditions emphasize nonviolence, disciplined conduct, karma, and liberation without
centering salvation on a Creator God. Taoist texts explore harmony with the Tao, humility, simplicity,
and non-coercive action. Confucian traditions emphasize moral formation, family and social
responsibilities, virtue, and ordered relationships.

These traditions may overlap with biblical ethics at certain points—such as compassion, humility, self-
control, or concern for community—while differing substantially about God, creation, the human
problem, salvation, and final destiny.

A few principles remain useful:

e Do not assume every tradition uses Scripture in the same way.

¢ Do not assume every sacred text claims direct revelation from God.

¢ Distinguish religious philosophy from historical testimony.

e Recognize internal diversity.

e Study primary sources.

e Ask how each worldview defines the central human problem.

e Ask what evidence supports its claims.

e Compare every account of Jesus with the earliest testimony.

e Examine whether the proposed solution provides justice, mercy, forgiveness, and lasting hope.

Secular Philosophies Also Make Faith-like Assumptions
The choice is not simply between religion and a completely assumption-free position.
Naturalism, materialism, secular humanism, and other philosophies make claims about:

e What exists

e What counts as knowledge

e Whether objective morality exists
e What gives human beings value
e Whether life has ultimate purpose
¢ What happens at death

Every worldview should be examined, including the belief that no God or spiritual reality exists.

Modern Questions Deserve Serious Anhswers

Contemporary readers may ask why God does not make His presence more obvious, why sincere
seekers reach different conclusions, or why religion has sometimes contributed to violence. These
are serious questions rather than automatic disproofs of faith.
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The problem of divine hiddenness asks why a loving God permits uncertainty or apparent distance.
Christianity responds that God has revealed Himself through creation, conscience, Israel’s history,
Scripture, and decisively through Jesus, while also recognizing that knowledge of God is relational
and morally significant rather than merely forced recognition. This answer still leaves emotional and
intellectual difficulty that should be treated honestly.

Religious violence must also be evaluated across traditions and alongside secular forms of violence.
A belief should be judged by its authoritative teachings, responsible interpretation, historical
application, and treatment of human dignity—not simply by attaching every action of a self-identified
follower to the belief itself. Christianity must face its own failures truthfully while also asking whether
violence represents obedience to Jesus or rejection of His commands.

Secularism can offer valuable descriptions of physical processes and support shared civic life, but it
must still explain why reason is trustworthy, why persons possess equal dignity, whether objective
moral duties exist, and whether life has ultimate meaning. Pointing out these questions does not
prove Christianity by itself. It does show that rejecting religion does not eliminate worldview
commitments or difficult problems.

PART FOURTEEN

Does Truth Exist in Other Religions?

Yes, people outside Christianity can recognize genuine truths.

Romans 1 teaches that creation reveals something of God’s power. Romans 2 describes moral
awareness among people who do not possess Israel’s law. Acts 17 records Paul acknowledging
elements of Athenian religious awareness while correcting their understanding of God.

People of other faiths may:

¢ Love their families.

e Practice generosity.

e Recognize moral duties.

e Produce beautiful art and literature.

e Demonstrate courage or self-control.

e Identify destructive habits.

e Ask profound questions.

¢ Observe real features of human suffering.

e Express longing for justice or spiritual reality.

Truth Within a System Does Not Prove the Whole System

A worldview can contain some true statements while its central claims remain mistaken.

A map may identify several roads correctly but still direct travelers toward the wrong destination.
The proper question is not:

“Does this religion contain anything true?”
The stronger question is:

“Does its complete account of God, humanity, salvation, and ultimate reality correspond to what is
true?”
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General Revelation and Human Religion

General revelation helps explain why people across cultures recognize spiritual and moral realities.

Human sin helps explain why that knowledge is also suppressed, altered, mixed with error, or
redirected toward created things.

Christianity does not teach that every non-Christian belief is false in every respect. It teaches that
God’s fullest saving revelation is found in Jesus Christ and that every belief must be tested in light of
Him.

PART FIFTEEN

Is It Arrogant to Say One Religion Is True?

A truth claim is not automatically arrogant.

Saying that a medical diagnosis is correct and another is mistaken may be necessary rather than
prideful. The manner, evidence, humility, and consequences of the claim matter.

Jesus Made Exclusive Claims

Jesus said:

“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father, except through me.”
John 14:6

Peter proclaimed:
“There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven that is given among men

by which we must be saved!”
Acts 4:12

These claims are exclusive, but the invitation of the gospel is wonderfully broad:

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him should
not perish, but have eternal life.”

John 3:16

Christianity does not teach that Christians are naturally better, wiser, or more deserving than other
people.

It teaches that every person is a sinner and that salvation is an undeserved gift.

Humility and Conviction Belong Together
Christian humility says:

e Salvation is not earned.

e Knowledge remains limited.

¢ Interpretations can require correction.

e Christians can behave inconsistently with their beliefs.

e Truth belongs to God rather than to the person defending it.
e Every person needs the same grace.

Christian conviction says:
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e Jesusis Lord.

¢ He died and rose again.

e The gospel is true.

e Every person is invited to repent and believe.
¢ Love does not require hiding the truth.

Arrogance trusts personal superiority. Christian faith trusts the superiority and sufficiency of Jesus.

PART SIXTEEN

What About Sincerity and Religious Experience?

People in many religions report powerful experiences, answered prayers, visions, peace, healing,
guidance, or a sense of divine presence.

Sincerity and experience should be respected, but they cannot establish contradictory claims as
simultaneously true.

Sincerity Is Not the Same as Truth

A person can sincerely believe incorrect information. Sincerity describes the honesty or intensity of a
belief, not whether the belief corresponds to reality.

Experiences Require Interpretation

An experience does not explain itself. It is interpreted through prior beliefs, expectations, community
teaching, and personal circumstances.

Possible explanations can include:

e God's providence

e Ordinary emotional or psychological processes

e Misunderstanding

e Coincidence

e Social influence

e Deception

e Spiritual opposition

e A genuine event interpreted through an inaccurate worldview

Scripture Commands Discernment

The Bible does not say that every spiritual experience comes from God.

First John 4:1 commands believers to test the spirits. Deuteronomy 13 warns that even an impressive
sign does not validate a message that leads away from God. Galatians 1 warns against receiving a
different gospel even if it is associated with an angel.

A spiritual claim should be tested by:

e Its view of God

e |ts treatment of Jesus

e |ts agreement with the apostolic gospel
¢ Its moral and spiritual fruit

e |ts relationship to Scripture
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¢ Whether it directs worship toward the true God
e Whether it encourages truth, holiness, humility, and love

The strongest religious feeling cannot overturn the truth God has revealed in Jesus Christ.

PART SEVENTEEN
Can the Bible Be Trusted Merely Because It Changes
Lives?

The Bible has transformed individuals, families, communities, and cultures. It has brought conviction,
hope, courage, forgiveness, endurance, moral reform, and faith in Jesus.

This transforming work matters, but transformation alone is not enough to prove a worldview true.
People can change because of:

e False beliefs

e Strong leaders

e Group pressure

e Discipline

e [ear

e Hope

e Community support

e Personal determination

The relevant question is not merely whether a belief produces change. It is whether the change is
grounded in truth and what kind of fruit it produces.

Biblical Transformation

The Bible’s intended transformation includes:

¢ Reconciliation with God

e Repentance from sin

e Faith in Jesus

e Love for God and neighbor
e Humility

e Truthfulness

e Mercy and justice

e Forgiveness

e Sexual integrity

e Generosity

e Courage under suffering

e Hope in resurrection

e Growth in Christlike character

The Bible’s transforming work supports the cumulative case when it is joined with the truth of its
message, the historical reality of Jesus, and the work of the Holy Spirit.
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PART EIGHTEEN

What About Hypocrisy and Harm Done by Christians?

Christians and churches have sometimes committed or defended serious wrongs.
Examples include:

¢ Religious violence

e Antisemitism

e Racism

e Slavery

e Colonial abuse

e Spiritual manipulation

e Sexual abuse

¢ Financial exploitation

e Protection of powerful leaders

e Mistreatment of women or children
¢ Hostility toward honest questions

These sins should not be minimized.

Does Christian Failure Disprove Christianity?

The failure of Christians does not by itself show that Jesus is false or that He did not rise from the
dead.

It may show that:

e People disobeyed Jesus.

e Scripture was ignored or distorted.

¢ Religious authority was abused.

e Sin was protected rather than confronted.

¢ A Christian label was used for political, cultural, or personal power.

Christianity should be evaluated by the life and teaching of Jesus and by Scripture properly
understood—not only by people who violate them.

The Bible Condemns Hypocrisy

Jesus sharply confronted religious hypocrisy. Scripture commands leaders to meet moral
gualifications, warns against greed and domination, protects the vulnerable, and requires repentance
and accountability.

The Bible’s willingness to expose the sins of its own people gives Christians no permission to conceal
wrongdoing.

A faithful response includes:

e Telling the truth

e Protecting victims

e Reporting crimes

e Removing dangerous leaders
e Pursuing justice
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¢ Repenting publicly when sin was public
¢ Rejecting excuses based on reputation
¢ Recognizing that forgiveness does not eliminate consequences

The misuse of Scripture is an argument for interpreting and obeying it faithfully, not for abandoning
the truth it reveals.

PART NINETEEN

A Beginner’s Comparison Framework

When evaluating a religious book, work through the following process.

Step One: Define the Claim

Ask what the book claims to be and what kind of authority it claims.

Step Two: Identify the Central Message

Summarize its teaching about ultimate reality, the human problem, and the proposed solution.
Step Three: Examine Its Origin

Consider author, date, sources, original audience, and relationship to the events described.
Step Four: Examine Transmission

Ask how the text was preserved and whether its textual history can be studied.

Step Five: Identify Historical Claims

Separate claims that can be historically examined from philosophical, moral, symbolic, or mystical
teaching.

Step Six: Test Internal Coherence

Ask whether the book’s central teachings fit together and whether serious contradictions remain.

Step Seven: Test Explanatory Power

Consider how well its worldview explains existence, morality, dignity, evil, guilt, forgiveness, death,
justice, and hope.

Step Eight: Examine Jesus

Compare its claims about Jesus with the earliest historical testimony.

Step Nine: Examine Salvation

Ask whether the proposed solution truly addresses guilt, corruption, justice, mercy, and death.

Step Ten: Pray for Truth

Ask God for humility, discernment, courage, and willingness to follow the truth even when it
challenges previous beliefs.
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Prayer Checkpoint

Father, guard against pride, fear, prejudice, and careless conclusions. Give wisdom to represent
others truthfully, courage to examine every claim, and humility to follow the truth wherever it leads.
Reveal the glory of Jesus and provide understanding through the Holy Spirit. Amen.

PART TWENTY

A Beginner’s Summary

The Bible deserves trust over competing religious books because:

e |t presents God's revelation through an unfolding historical story.

e Its central events are connected to identifiable people, places, and times.

¢ |ts human authors wrote close to many of the events they describe.

e |ts text is supported by a substantial and examinable manuscript tradition.

e |t offers a coherent account of creation, sin, redemption, and restoration.

e |t explains both human dignity and human corruption.

e |t presents salvation as God’s gift rather than human achievement.

e |ts promises and patterns reach fulfillment in Jesus.

e Its central claim—the death and resurrection of Jesus—was proclaimed from the earliest Christian
generation.

e Jesus’ resurrection provides the decisive confirmation of His identity and authority.

e |ts message can be examined rather than protected from honest questions.

e The Holy Spirit uses its truth to bring people to repentance, faith, and transformed life.

This conclusion does not require believing that:

e Every statement in another religious book is false.

e People of other religions are unintelligent or insincere.
e Christians always represent Jesus faithfully.

e Every difficult biblical question has an easy answer.

¢ Religious experience has no value.

e Faith means ignoring evidence.

e Disagreement permits disrespect.

The Christian claim is not that the Bible is true because Christians are better than other people.

The Christian claim is that Jesus Christ is Lord, He died for sins, He rose from the dead, and the Bible
provides the trustworthy testimony through which His saving work is known.
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Want to Go Deeper?

An Intermediate Framework for Comparative Religious Claims

PART TWENTY-ONE

Three Broad Approaches to Religious Truth

Pluralism

Religious pluralism commonly argues that multiple religions provide valid paths toward the same
ultimate reality.

This approach emphasizes shared insights and peaceful coexistence. Its difficulty is that it can
minimize the actual claims of religions.

If Christianity says Jesus was crucified and raised while another religion denies the crucifixion,
pluralism cannot preserve both claims without redefining them.

Saying that every religion is true may treat religious believers less respectfully than careful
disagreement because it refuses to hear what their traditions actually claim.

Inclusivism

Inclusivism generally holds that one religious revelation or saving work is ultimately true while
allowing that people outside explicit knowledge of it may receive its benefits.

Christians who hold inclusivist views often affirm that salvation is accomplished only through Jesus
while differing about how much a person must consciously know about Him.

Exclusivism or Particularism

Christian particularism teaches that God’s saving revelation is uniquely fulfilled in Jesus and that
reconciliation with God comes through Him.

Christians differ concerning the salvation of infants, people with severe cognitive limitations, and
those who have never heard the gospel. Those difficult questions should be approached with humility
and confidence in God’s justice and mercy.

The biblical mandate remains clear: proclaim the gospel to all nations and invite every person to
repent and trust Jesus.

PART TWENTY-TWO

Worldview Testing

A worldview is the broad framework through which reality is understood.
A responsible evaluation can consider several tests.

Consistency

Do the worldview’s central beliefs contradict one another?
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Coherence

Do its teachings fit together as an integrated account of reality?

Comprehensiveness

Can it address the major features of life, including morality, suffering, reason, relationships, guilt,
death, and hope?

Correspondence

Does it fit the world as it actually appears and the available historical evidence?

Livability

Can the worldview be lived consistently, or must people borrow beliefs from another framework?
Explanatory Power

Does it explain more of the evidence with fewer unsupported assumptions?

Existential Adequacy

Does it address the deepest human needs without merely offering emotional comfort disconnected
from truth?

No worldview is evaluated from a completely neutral position. Every person brings assumptions. The
goal is to identify those assumptions and allow them to be tested rather than pretending they do not
exist.

Pointers Toward a Creator

When religious claims are compared with naturalism or impersonal views of ultimate reality, several
features of the world invite further reflection:

¢ Why does anything exist rather than nothing?

e Why is the universe orderly and open to rational investigation?

e Why do the fundamental conditions of the universe permit embodied life?

e How do consciousness, reason, and personal identity arise?

e Why do moral obligations seem to carry authority beyond personal preference?

Cosmological and fine-tuning arguments, arguments from consciousness and reason, and moral
arguments do not by themselves establish every Christian doctrine. They can, however, provide
cumulative reasons to consider a personal, rational, morally authoritative Creator more adequate than
the claim that reality is entirely accidental, impersonal, and purposeless.

These arguments must not be used as shortcuts around Scripture or the resurrection. They help
establish a wider worldview setting in which biblical revelation and divine action are intellectually
possible.

PART TWENTY-THREE

Historical Claims and Philosophical Claims

Not every religious statement can be tested in the same way.
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A moral teaching such as “Practice compassion” is evaluated differently from the claim “Jesus rose
bodily from the dead.”

Historical claims concern events in time and space. They can be examined through testimony,
documents, archaeology, cultural context, and explanatory reasoning.

Philosophical claims concern questions such as:

e What is ultimately real?

e What is a person?

e Does objective morality exist?

¢ [s the universe purposeful?

e Can human reason discover truth?
e What is the nature of suffering?

Theological claims concern God, revelation, sin, salvation, judgment, and eternal destiny.
These categories overlap, but confusing them can lead to poor reasoning.
Christianity includes all three:

e Historical: Jesus was crucified and rose.
e Philosophical: reality is created and meaningful.
¢ Theological: Jesus’ death atones for sin and reconciles believers to God.

The historical event and its theological meaning belong together.

PART TWENTY-FOUR

One Messiah and Two Stages of Fulfillment

The difference between Jewish and Christian messianic interpretation deserves additional
examination because both traditions draw from the Hebrew Scriptures.

The Interpretive Challenge
The Hebrew Scriptures include promises of:

e A Davidic ruler

e |srael's restoration

e Justice

e Peace among the nations

e Worldwide knowledge of God
e Resurrection

e Arenewed covenant

e God dwelling with His people

They also include patterns of:

e Arighteous person being rejected

e A servant suffering

e A shepherd being struck

e A pierced figure

¢ Arejected stone becoming central

e Deliverance coming through apparent weakness
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Traditional Judaism generally expects the Messiah to accomplish the visible restoration associated
with the messianic age. Because Jesus’ first coming did not end warfare, gather every exile, restore
the Temple, or establish universal recognition of God, traditional Judaism concludes that He did not
fulfill the messianic task.

The Christian Reading

The New Testament claims that the prophetic material is fulfilled through two connected stages of
one Messiah’s work.

First Coming

e The Messiah enters history.

e He announces God’s kingdom.

e He fulfills the role of the suffering servant.
e He bears sin.

e He dies.

e Herises.

e He ascends and reigns.

e He pours out the Spirit.

e The gospel goes to the nations.

Second Coming

e The Messiah returns visibly.

e Evilis judged.

e The dead are raised.

e God's people are gathered.

e Creation is renewed.

e Justice and peace are completed.
e God dwells openly with His people.

This is not a claim that the Old Testament explicitly lays out a simple chart labeled “first coming” and
“second coming.” The Christian understanding arises from Jesus’ death and resurrection and the
apostles’ Spirit-guided reading of Israel’'s Scriptures in light of those events.

The Resurrection as the Interpretive Turning Point

Before the resurrection, Jesus’ disciples also struggled to understand how suffering fit messianic
victory. Some expected immediate national restoration.

The cross appeared to disprove Jesus’ messianic identity. The resurrection changed that conclusion.
The apostles came to understand that:

¢ The Messiah’s suffering was part of God’s plan.

e Resurrection was His vindication.

e His kingdom had begun.

e His present reign was real though not fully visible.
e Final restoration remained future.

e The delay allowed the gospel to reach the nations.
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This means the Christian case should not merely collect possible messianic predictions. It should
demonstrate why the resurrection provides a historically grounded reason to receive the apostles’
interpretation.

A Fair Comparative Question

The disagreement should be stated clearly:

Traditional Jewish question:

If Jesus is the Messiah, why has the promised age of worldwide peace and restoration not arrived?

Christian answer:

The Messiah first dealt with the deeper enemies of sin and death through His cross and resurrection.
His kingdom has been inaugurated, and He will complete the promised visible restoration at His
return.

The strength of that Christian answer depends on whether Jesus truly rose from the dead.

PART TWENTY-FIVE

Early Testimony and Later Revelation

A later source can theoretically provide true information about an earlier event. Later date alone does
not make a claim false.

However, when a later source contradicts multiple earlier sources, several questions become
important:

e \What new evidence does the later source provide?

e How was that evidence obtained?

e Can the source be independently examined?

e Why should it overturn earlier testimony?

e Does it explain the earlier evidence better?

e [sits claim based primarily on one person’s private revelation?
e Was the new message open to public testing?

This principle is especially relevant when comparing later claims about Jesus with first-century
Christian testimony.

The Apostolic Foundation

Jesus’ apostles were commissioned as witnesses. The early church’s teaching was not meant to
change whenever a later spiritual teacher claimed new revelation.

Jude speaks of “the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).

This does not mean the church never grows in understanding or applies Scripture to new questions. It
means the gospel itself is not replaced by a later message that changes Jesus’ identity or saving
work.
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PART TWENTY-SIX

Manuscripts, Preservation, and Truth

The Old Testament Evidence in Perspective

The Old Testament has a different transmission history from the New Testament. Three especially
important witnesses are the Masoretic Text, the Dead Sea Scrolls, and the Septuagint.

The Masoretic Text

The Masoretic Text is the traditional Hebrew text carefully preserved and supplied with written vowel
and reading marks by Jewish scribes known as the Masoretes. Medieval manuscripts such as the
Aleppo Codex and Leningrad Codex are major witnesses to this tradition and form the primary basis
for most modern Old Testament translations.

The Dead Sea Scrolls

The Dead Sea Scrolls, discovered near Qumran beginning in 1947, include biblical manuscripts
roughly a thousand years older than the principal medieval Hebrew codices. Portions of every Old
Testament book except Esther have been identified among the scrolls. The Great Isaiah Scroll, dating
to about 125 BC, preserves all sixty-six chapters of Isaiah.

Comparison shows substantial continuity with the later Masoretic tradition while also revealing
spelling differences, minor variations, and readings that sometimes agree with other ancient textual
forms. The scrolls therefore do not support either extreme claim that the Old Testament was copied
without any variation or that its wording was altered beyond recognition.

The Septuagint

The Septuagint is a collection of ancient Greek translations of the Hebrew Scriptures, begun several
centuries before Christ. It was widely used among Greek-speaking Jews and early Christians, and
New Testament writers frequently quote wording associated with it.

At times the Septuagint differs from the Masoretic Text because of translation choices, copying
differences, or a different underlying Hebrew form. Books such as Jeremiah and Samuel contain
some more substantial textual questions. Scholars compare the Hebrew manuscripts, Greek
translations, Dead Sea Scrolls, Samaritan Pentateuch, ancient versions, and later scribal traditions to
evaluate the earliest attainable wording.

What the Evidence Shows

The Old Testament’s transmission is both stable and complex. The major witnesses show extensive
agreement across long periods, while real differences remain visible and open to study. Modern
translations sometimes note significant alternatives in footnotes. As with the New Testament,
preservation provides reliable access to the text but should not be confused with proving every
historical or theological claim the text makes.

The New Testament Evidence in Perspective

The precise manuscript count changes as items are discovered, catalogued, combined, or
reclassified. More than 5,500 catalogued Greek New Testament manuscripts are known, ranging
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from small fragments to nearly complete copies. Thousands of additional manuscripts survive in Latin
and other ancient languages, and early Christian writers quoted the New Testament extensively.

Some Greek papyri date to the second and third centuries, while major fourth-century codices
preserve most or all of the New Testament. No original handwritten copy is known to survive, and the
manuscripts do not all contain the same portions or carry equal value. Large numbers should
therefore be explained rather than used as a slogan.

How Variants Are Handled

Hand copying produced differences called textual variants. Most involve spelling, word order,
repeated words, or accidental omission and do not affect the meaning of a passage. A smaller
number involve meaningful differences, and a much smaller group remains both meaningful and
seriously debated.

Because many manuscripts survive, scholars can compare readings across dates, regions, text
types, ancient translations, and quotations. Modern Bible translations usually identify the most
important uncertain readings in footnotes. Mark 16:9—20 and John 7:53-8:11 are familiar examples of
longer passages whose earliest manuscript support is disputed.

The existence of variants is not evidence that the original wording has vanished beyond recovery. It is
evidence that hand-copied documents must be compared carefully. Scholars with widely different
theological beliefs generally agree that the wording of the New Testament can be reconstructed with
a very high degree of confidence, even while debating particular readings.

Comparisons Require Caution

The New Testament is often compared numerically with Homer, Caesar, Tacitus, or other ancient
authors. Such comparisons can illustrate the unusually large manuscript base, but raw totals can
mislead if they ignore a manuscript’'s date, completeness, independence, and textual relationship to
other copies.

The Bible and the Qur’an also have different histories of composition and transmission. The New
Testament consists of multiple first-century writings copied across geographically dispersed
churches. Islamic tradition describes an authorized Arabic consonantal text associated with Uthman
and a controlled tradition of canonical recitations. Hadith collections have a separate transmission
and evaluation process based on reports and chains of transmitters. These histories should be
compared carefully rather than reduced to competing slogans.

A well-preserved text is not automatically a true text.
Textual preservation answers:

“What did the document say?”
Historical and theological investigation asks:
“Is what it says true?”

These questions should not be confused.

A religious book may be copied with great accuracy while making false claims. Another text may have
copying variations while preserving truthful testimony that can be reconstructed through comparison.
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The Bible’s manuscript evidence matters because it gives access to the wording of the text and
allows variants to be studied openly.

It does not, by itself, prove:

¢ God exists.

e Jesus is divine.

¢ Miracles occurred.

e The resurrection happened.

e Every interpretation is correct.

Those conclusions require additional evidence and reasoning.

The cumulative Christian case brings textual preservation together with history, fulfilled promise,
worldview coherence, Jesus’ identity, the resurrection, and the Holy Spirit's witness.

PART TWENTY-SEVEN

Religious Experience and Self-authenticating Claims

Many religious traditions appeal to inward confirmation.
A person may be encouraged to pray, read a text, seek peace, or ask for a spiritual witness.

Christian faith also includes the internal testimony of the Holy Spirit. The difference is not that
Christians have no spiritual experience. The question is how experience relates to public truth and
prior revelation.

A responsible Christian approach does not say:

“The Bible is true merely because a particular feeling occurred.”
It recognizes that:

e The Spirit works through the message God has given.

e The Spirit directs attention to the biblical Jesus.

e The Spirit does not contradict apostolic revelation.

e The Spirit produces repentance and holiness.

e The Spirit's work accompanies rather than erases historical truth.
e Experiences remain subject to biblical testing.

The resurrection is presented as a public act of God, not merely as a private impression within the
disciples.

PART TWENTY-EIGHT

The Human Problem: Guilt, Ignorance, or Attachment?

Religious systems diagnose the human condition differently.
Some emphasize:

e Ignorance
Uncontrolled desire
Attachment

Social disorder
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e Failure to perform duty

e Imbalance

e Bad karma

e Separation from spiritual identity
e Disobedience to divine law

The Bible includes ignorance, desire, disorder, and disobedience, but it places them within the larger
problem of sin.

Sinis:

¢ Rebellion against God

e Failure to love God and others

e Guilt before a holy Judge

e Corruption within human desires

e Enslavement requiring deliverance

e Spiritual death requiring new life
e A power affecting individuals and societies

A solution that addresses only ignorance cannot fully resolve guilt. A solution that addresses behavior
alone cannot create a new heart. A solution based only on human achievement cannot provide
assurance to sinners who continually fall short.

The gospel addresses the whole problem:

e Jesus bears guilt.

¢ God grants forgiveness.

e The Spirit gives new life.

e Believers are adopted into God’s family.

e Christ begins moral transformation.

¢ Resurrection defeats death.

e New creation restores what sin has broken.

PART TWENTY-NINE

Grace, Works, and Assurance

Religious traditions contain different relationships between divine help and human effort.
Comparisons should avoid the oversimplification that every non-Christian religion teaches only works
while Christianity teaches no obedience.

Christianity strongly commands obedience. The difference concerns the foundation and result of
salvation.
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The Biblical Order

1. God Acts in Grace.

2. Christ Accomplishes Redemption.

3. the Sinner Receives Salvation Through Faith.
4. the Holy Spirit Gives New Life.

5. Good Works Follow as the Fruit of Salvation.

Ephesians 2:8-10 joins these truths. Salvation is not from works, yet believers are created in Christ
for good works.

Assurance

If salvation depends on reaching an uncertain level of moral or spiritual achievement, assurance
remains difficult.

The gospel grounds assurance in:

e Jesus’ completed sacrifice

e His resurrection

e God’s promise

e Justification by faith

e The Spirit's presence

e God's continuing faithfulness

Biblical assurance is not permission to live carelessly. Genuine faith produces repentance, love,
obedience, and perseverance.

PART THIRTY

A Comparative Study Exercise

Question

Which account of Jesus should be trusted?

Step One: Identify the Claims
Write what each source teaches about:

e Jesus’ identity

e His death

e His resurrection

e His authority

¢ His role in salvation

Step Two: Date the Sources

Identify when each source was produced and how close it stands to Jesus’ lifetime.
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Step Three: Identify the Source of Knowledge

Ask whether the account is based on eyewitness testimony, received tradition, claimed revelation,
philosophical interpretation, or another source.

Step Four: Examine Multiple Attestation

Determine whether independent or partially independent sources support the central claims.

Step Five: Consider Opposing Testimony

Ask whether early opponents denied the event itself or offered a different explanation for it.

Step Six: Examine Explanatory Power
Which account best explains:

e Jesus’ crucifixion

e The empty-tomb tradition

e Resurrection appearances

e The disciples’ transformation

e Paul’s conversion

e James’s conversion

e The rise of the early church

e Worship of Jesus within a Jewish setting

Step Seven: Identify the Consequences

If Jesus rose from the dead:

e His identity is confirmed.

e His authority exceeds that of later teachers.

e His interpretation of Scripture deserves trust.
e His death truly provides salvation.

e His exclusive claims must be taken seriously.
e Every person is called to repent and believe.

Step Eight: Pray and Respond

Ask God for willingness to follow the evidence and submit to Jesus rather than merely collecting
information.

PART THIRTY-ONE

How to Speak with Someone of Another Faith

1. Begin with a Person, Not an Argument

Learn the person’s actual beliefs rather than assuming them.

2. Ask Open Questions
Helpful questions include:

¢ What does faith mean in daily life?
e Which religious texts carry authority?
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e Who is Jesus understood to be?

e What is the central human problem?

¢ How can a person be forgiven?

e What gives confidence about life after death?
¢ What evidence supports these beliefs?

3. Listen Carefully

Do not prepare the next response while the other person is still speaking.

4. Find the Central Difference

Avoid chasing every minor issue. Conversations often become clearer when they focus on Jesus.

5. Distinguish a Question from an Attack

A sincere question deserves patience. Hostility does not require hostility in return.

6. Admit Uncertainty

It is acceptable to say that an answer requires further study.

7. Do Not Misrepresent the Other Belief

A distorted argument may be easier to defeat, but it does not honor truth.

8. Share the Gospel Clearly

Explain who Jesus is, why He died, that He rose, and how salvation is received.

9. Avoid Pressure and Manipulation

Faith cannot be produced through intimidation, embarrassment, or emotional coercion.
10. Pray
Ask God to reveal Christ, provide wisdom, and work through the Holy Spirit.

PART THIRTY-TWO

The Gospel at the Center

The final reason to trust the Bible is not merely that it performs well in a comparison chart.
The Bible reveals the true God and announces what He has done through Jesus Christ.

God Created

God created the world and made human beings in His image. Every person possesses dignity and
owes love, worship, and obedience to the Creator.

Humanity Rebelled

Every person has sinned. Sin brings guilt, corruption, separation from God, and death.
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Human Effort Cannot Remove Guilt

Moral improvement, religious ceremonies, spiritual knowledge, charitable work, and sincere effort
cannot erase past sin or make a guilty person righteous before a holy God.

God Sent His Son

Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, became truly human. He lived without sin, revealed the Father,
announced God'’s kingdom, and willingly gave His life.

Jesus Died for Sinners

On the cross, Jesus bore sin and judgment. His death demonstrates both God’s justice and God’s
love.

Jesus Rose from the Dead

The tomb was empty. Jesus appeared alive. Death was defeated, His identity was confirmed, and
eternal life was secured.

Salvation Is Received Through Faith

God commands people everywhere to repent and trust Jesus.

Salvation is not earned. It is received as God’s gift.

Jesus Will Return

Jesus will judge evil, raise the dead, restore creation, and dwell with His people.

The Invitation

The question is not only whether the Bible can be defended.
The question is:
Who is Jesus, and how will His invitation be answered?

“Come to me, all you who labor and are heavily burdened, and I will give you rest.”
Matthew 11:28

Final Reflection Questions

What reasons have shaped the present view of religious truth?

Has religious belief been treated primarily as preference, heritage, experience, or truth?
Why can contradictory religious claims not all be true in the same sense?

What standards should be used to evaluate a religious book?

Why should other beliefs be represented accurately and respectfully?

What makes the Bible’s historical character important?

How does the Bible explain both human dignity and human corruption?

How does grace differ from salvation based on achievement or merit?

. Why is Jesus the central issue when comparing religious claims?

10 What evidence supports the early Christian proclamation of the resurrection?

11.Why does a later contradictory claim carry a responsibility to explain earlier evidence?
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12.Why does traditional Judaism not accept Jesus as the Messiah?

13.How does the Christian “already and not yet” understanding address unfulfilled messianic
expectations?

14.Why is the resurrection decisive to the Christian interpretation of messianic prophecy?

15.What can be recognized as true or valuable in another religion without accepting its complete
worldview?

16.Why is sincerity insufficient to establish truth?

17.How should religious experiences be tested?

18.What has Christian hypocrisy demonstrated—and what has it not demonstrated?

19.What is the difference between textual preservation and historical truth?

20.Which worldview best explains guilt, forgiveness, justice, death, and hope?

21.What question requires further investigation?

22.1s there any fear, loyalty, preference, or habit preventing an honest examination of Jesus?

23.What response does the gospel require?

A Closing Prayer

Father, thank You for making truth known and for sending Jesus Christ. Give humility to listen
carefully, wisdom to test every claim, courage to face difficult questions, and love for people of every
background. Guard against pride, fear, hostility, antisemitism, and careless speech. Through the Holy
Spirit, reveal the glory of Jesus and lead every honest search toward truth. Strengthen faith in what is
true, correct what is mistaken, and produce a life marked by grace, obedience, compassion, and
courage. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Research Notes for Continued Study

Primary Biblical Passages

Genesis 12:1-3; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Deuteronomy 13:1-5; 2 Samuel 7:8-16; Psalm 2; Psalm 22;
Psalm 118:22-26; Isaiah 2:1-4; Isaiah 9:1-7; Isaiah 11:1-10; Isaiah 43:10-13; Isaiah 44:6-20; Isaiah
52:13-53:12; Jeremiah 23:5-8; Ezekiel 37:21-28; Daniel 7:13-14; Micah 4:1-4; Zechariah 12:10;
Matthew 7:13-23; Matthew 11:25-30; Matthew 16:13-17; Matthew 28:1-20; Luke 1:1-4; Luke 24:1—
49; John 1:1-18; John 8:48-59; John 10:22—-39; John 14:1-11; John 20:24-31; Acts 2:14-41; Acts
3:12-26; Acts 4:5-12; Acts 17:16—-34; Romans 1:16-25; Romans 2:12-16; Romans 3:21-26;
Romans 9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:1-28; Galatians 1:6—10; Ephesians 2:1-10; Philippians 2:5-11;
Colossians 1:15-23; 1 Thessalonians 5:19-22; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; Hebrews 1:1-4; Hebrews 9:24—
28; 1 Peter 3:13-17; 2 Peter 1:16-21; 1 John 4:1-6; Jude 3; Revelation 21-22.

Related 3nails Studies

Was the Bible Written by People or by God?
How Do We Know the Bible Is True?

Has the Bible Been Changed?

Does the Bible Contradict Itself?

How Did We Get the Bible?

Investigating the Bible
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The Bible on Trial

The Case for the Bible
Examining God’s Word

Is the Bible Really God’s Word?

Sources for Accurate Comparative Description

The descriptions in this guide are intentionally introductory. The following representative sources can
support continued study:

New Testament manuscript cataloguing and textual research: the Institute for New Testament Textual
Research (INTF) and its New Testament Virtual Manuscript Room.

Old Testament textual transmission: the Israel Museum’s Digital Dead Sea Scrolls collection,
especially the Great Isaiah Scroll; critical editions and introductory resources concerning the
Masoretic Text, Septuagint, Dead Sea Scrolls, Samaritan Pentateuch, and ancient versions.

Ancient literary and cultural context: responsible archaeological and historical resources addressing
the ancient Near East, Second Temple Judaism, and the Greco-Roman world. Similar literary forms
should be studied for both their cultural relationship and their theological differences.

Judaism and traditional messianic expectation: Chabad.org resources concerning Moshiach, the
Davidic kingdom, gathering of the exiles, restoration of the Temple, Torah observance, and the
messianic era of peace.

The Quran: Quran.com, including Surah 4:157-158 concerning the crucifixion of Jesus; Surah 5:72—
75 concerning Jesus and God; and Surah 112 concerning the oneness of God. For transmission
guestions, consult responsible Muslim and academic discussions of the Uthmanic text and canonical
gira’at.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints: ChurchofJesusChrist.org resources concerning the
Book of Mormon’s translation, the seer stone, and the testimonies of the Three and Eight Witnesses.

Hindu traditions: the Bhagavad Gita and Hinduism Today educational resources concerning the
Vedas, Agamas, Upanishads, karma, and major Hindu traditions.

Buddhist traditions: Access to Insight resources concerning the Pali Canon, the Four Noble Truths,
the Noble Eightfold Path, and the Dhammapada, supplemented by representative sources for Pure
Land, Zen, and Tibetan traditions.

When investigating another belief, consult its primary texts and responsible representatives while also
examining independent historical and scholarly analysis.

A Note About Sharing

This guide may be shared freely for personal study, discipleship, small groups, and church use. The
content should remain intact so explanations, cautions, and biblical context are not separated from
one another.

When using this material in conversation, represent other people and beliefs accurately, speak with
gentleness and respect, reject antisemitism and religious hostility, and keep the focus on Jesus rather
than winning an argument.
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The Goal of This Study

The goal is not to teach contempt for other religions or to create pride in possessing better
information.

The goal is to evaluate competing truth claims honestly, understand why the Bible provides a
trustworthy revelation of God’s saving work, and recognize Jesus Christ as the decisive center of
truth.

The Bible deserves trust because the God it reveals has acted in history, fulfilled His saving promises
in Jesus, and raised Him from the dead.

Jesus is not merely one teacher among many.
He is the suffering, risen, reigning, and returning Messiah.

He is the way, the truth, and the life.
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