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Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

BIBLE FOUNDATIONS

Who Is Like Our God?
Micah 7

The God Who Pardons, Shows Compassion, and Keeps His Promises
The Short Answer

Micah 7 closes a book filled with warnings about sin, injustice, corrupt leadership, judgment, and coming devastation. Yet Micah does not end
with despair. The chapter begins with grief over a society where faithfulness has become difficult to find. Trust has broken down, corruption
reaches deeply into public and personal life, and judgment is deserved. Then comes a turning point: Micah chooses to look to the LORD. He waits
for the God of his salvation. He trusts that God will hear him. From there, the chapter moves toward restoration and finally reaches one of the Old
Testament's most beautiful descriptions of God's character: “Who is a God like you?” God pardons iniquity, passes over transgression, does not
remain angry forever, delights in steadfast love, has compassion, deals decisively with sin, and remains faithful to covenant promises. Micah 7
does not minimize sin in order to magnify mercy. It magnifies mercy because the holy God who judges sin is also the God who delights to forgive.
For Christians, that tension between justice and mercy reaches its clearest expression in Jesus Christ.

Micah 7 - Especially Micah 7:7-9 and Micah 7:18-20

Opening Memory Anchor

The God who sees sin clearly is also the God who delights in steadfast love.
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PART ONE
BEGINNER GUIDE

START WITH THE SETTING

Micah ministered during the eighth century BC, during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah (Micah 1:1). His world was politically
dangerous and spiritually troubled. The Assyrian Empire was expanding. The northern kingdom of Israel fell to Assyria in 722 BC, and Judah later faced
Assyrian invasion. But Micah repeatedly makes clear that Israel and Judah's greatest problems were not merely foreign enemies. Sin existed inside
God's covenant people: idolatry, greed, corrupt leadership, dishonest business practices, violence, exploitation, false prophecy, and religious hypocrisy
(Micah 2:1-2; 3:1-12; 6:9-16). Micah 7 brings these themes together: sin is real; judgment is deserved; God remains the source of hope; God's mercy and
covenant faithfulness have the final word.

Memory Anchor
Micah does not find hope by pretending everything is fine. He finds hope by looking to God.

1. WHY DOES MICAH BEGIN THE CHAPTER WITH “WOE IS ME” ?

Read Micah 7:1-2. Micah compares himself to someone looking for fruit after the harvest but finding nothing to eat. He longs for something good and finds
emptiness. “The godly has perished from the earth.” He is grieving the moral and spiritual condition around him. Faithfulness seems increasingly difficult
to find; violence and betrayal have become common. He is mourning covenant unfaithfulness among people who claimed to belong to God.

2. HOW BAD HAD THE CORRUPTION BECOME?

Read Micah 7:2-4. Officials demand favors, judges accept bribes, and powerful people announce what they want while others arrange matters for them.
The image is of corruption becoming organized. This is more than isolated wrongdoing. When truth, justice, and faithfulness disappear, even ordinary
relationships become painful and dangerous.

3. WHY DOES MICAH SAY NOT TO TRUST EVEN FRIENDS AND FAMILY?

Read Micah 7:5-6. Micah describes trust breaking down between neighbors, friends, spouses, parents and children, and other members of the
household. Sin does not remain confined to courts, governments, marketplaces, or religious institutions; eventually it damages homes and relationships.
The point is not that people should never trust anyone. Micah portrays a society where covenant unfaithfulness has spread so deeply that relationships
normally associated with safety and loyalty have become unstable. Some readers may encounter these verses while living through family betrayal,
estrangement, or a painful breakdown of trust. Micah does not treat that pain as trivial. The later call to look to the LORD does not require pretending
those wounds do not exist; it points toward a source of faithfulness deeper than the failures of other people.
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4. DID JESUS EVER REFER TO MICAH 7:6?

Yes. Read Matthew 10:34-39. Jesus uses language from Micah 7:6 while warning His disciples that allegiance to Him could create division even within
families. Jesus is not commanding family conflict. He is explaining that loyalty to Him can expose deep disagreements and sometimes provoke
opposition. The original setting in Micah describes a society fractured by sin; Jesus applies similar language to division that may occur when some follow
Him and others reject Him. This is an explicit New Testament use of Micah 7.

5. WHERE DOES THE CHAPTER BEGIN TO TURN TOWARD HOPE?

Read Micah 7:7. After describing corruption, betrayal, and broken trust, Micah says, “But as for me, | will look to the LORD.” That sentence changes the
direction of the chapter. Micah cannot control the society around him, make corrupt leaders honest, or force unfaithful people to become faithful. But he
can decide where he will look. He waits for the God of his salvation and says, “My God will hear me.” Biblical hope is not optimism that circumstances will
automatically improve. It is confidence in God even when circumstances remain difficult.

Memory Anchor

Faith looks beyond the condition of the world to the character of God.

6. WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO “WAIT” FOR GOD?

Waiting for God is not the same as doing nothing. Throughout Scripture, waiting on the LORD involves trust, dependence, patience, prayer, and
continued faithfulness. Waiting recognizes that God can act in ways humans cannot. It refuses to make panic, despair, or human control the foundation of
hope. Waiting can include obedient action, but it refuses to replace God with human action.

7. WHY DOES MICAH SAY, “WHEN | FALL, | SHALL RISE"?

Read Micah 7:8. Micah speaks confidently even while acknowledging darkness: “When | fall, | shall rise” and “When | sit in darkness, the LORD will be a
light to me.” This does not teach that God's people never experience defeat, suffering, discipline, or consequences. There is falling and darkness, but
neither has the final word. Micah's confidence rests in the LORD.

8. WHY DOES MICAH ADMIT THAT GOD'S ANGER IS DESERVED?

Read Micah 7:9. Micah says, “I will bear the indignation of the LORD because | have sinned against him.” His hope does not depend upon denying guilt.
Sin is acknowledged and God's judgment is taken seriously, yet Micah still expects God ultimately to act on behalf of His people and bring him into the
light. Biblical repentance can admit sin honestly without surrendering hope in God's mercy.

9. DOES REPENTANCE MEAN LIVING FOREVER UNDER SHAME?

No. Biblical repentance takes sin seriously, but it is not endless self-punishment. A person can say, “I sinned. | was wrong. Consequences may remain. |
need God's mercy,” and still believe forgiveness and restoration are possible. Scripture does not require people to minimize sin, nor does it teach that
forgiven sinners must make shame their permanent identity.
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10. WHAT HOPE APPEARS IN MICAH 7:10-17?

Micah looks beyond present humiliation toward God's future intervention. Enemies who mocked God's people will not have the final word. Jerusalem will
be restored, God's people will again experience His shepherding care, and the nations will see God's power. Micah recalls God's mighty acts associated
with the Exodus. The movement is corruption - judgment - waiting — restoration — mercy. Hope rests not in Israel's ability to repair everything but in
God's ability to remain faithful to His purposes.

11. WHY DOES MICAH ASK, “WHO IS A GOD LIKE YOU?”

Read Micah 7:18. This question introduces the climax of the entire book. Micah does not merely celebrate what God gives; he celebrates who God is.
The expected answer is: no one. Exodus 15:11 and Psalm 113:5 ask similar questions about God's uniqueness. Micah emphasizes something
remarkable about what makes Him incomparable: His mercy toward sinners.

12. DOES MICAH'S NAME ALSO MEAN “WHO IS LIKE THE LORD?”

Yes. The prophet's Hebrew name, Micah, is commonly understood as a shortened form of a name meaning “Who is like the LORD?” That makes Micah
7:18 especially memorable. It is possible readers are meant to hear a wordplay involving the prophet's name, and many interpreters have noticed the
connection. Scripture does not explicitly say Micah intentionally designed the ending around his name, so that observation should not be treated as
certainty. What is certain is the theological point: there is no God like the LORD.

13. WHAT DOES GOD DO WITH INIQUITY AND TRANSGRESSION?

Read Micah 7:18-19 slowly. God pardons iniquity, passes over transgression, does not retain His anger forever, delights in steadfast love, will again have
compassion, treads sins underfoot, and casts sins into the depths of the sea. Micah piles image upon image to emphasize the extraordinary mercy of
God. The God who has spent much of the book exposing sin is also the God who forgives sin.

14. WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT GOD “PARDONS INIQUITY”?

To pardon is to forgive guilt rather than hold the guilty person forever under condemnation. Micah does not say sin was imaginary. God can pardon
precisely because there is real guilt to pardon. This protects biblical forgiveness from two opposite errors: “Sin does not really matter,” and “Sin is so great
that God could never forgive it.” Micah rejects both. Sin matters deeply. God's mercy is greater.

15. WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT GOD “PASSES OVER TRANSGRESSION"?

The expression communicates God's willingness not to hold His covenant people's rebellion against them forever. It does not mean God ignores evil or
lacks concern for justice. The entire book proves otherwise: God confronts sin, announces judgment, exposes injustice, and disciplines His people. The
wonder is that the God who cares deeply about sin is also willing to forgive sinners.
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16. WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT GOD “DELIGHTS IN STEADFAST LOVE"?

The Hebrew word translated “steadfast love” is hesed. Depending upon context, hesed can communicate steadfast love, faithful love, mercy, kindness,
and covenant loyalty. Micah 6:8 told God's people to love hesed. Now Micah 7:18 says God Himself delights in hesed. God calls His people to value
steadfast mercy because it reflects His own character. God is not portrayed as someone who must reluctantly be convinced to become merciful. Mercy
belongs to who He is.

Memory Anchor

God calls His people to love hesed because God Himself delights in hesed.

17. DOES GOD'S MERCY MEAN HIS ANGER IS WRONG?

No. Micah says God does not retain His anger forever, which means His anger exists. Biblical descriptions of God's anger are not uncontrolled temper,
petty irritation, or sinful rage. God's anger is His holy response to evil. A God indifferent to violence, exploitation, idolatry, abuse, deception, and
oppression would not be morally good. God is both just and merciful.

18. WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT GOD “WILL AGAIN HAVE COMPASSION”?

Read Micah 7:19. Compassion reveals the tenderness of God's mercy. Judgment has not erased God's covenant purposes. God knows the full truth
about human sin; He does not need wrongdoing hidden from Him before He can show mercy. His compassion exists alongside perfect knowledge and
perfect justice.

19. WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT GOD TREADS SINS UNDERFOOT?

Micah uses the image of sins being subdued. What once stood against God's people is pictured as defeated beneath God's feet. Sin is not God's equal
opponent. The image moves the reader away from thinking of forgiveness as God merely looking the other way. God overcomes what condemns His
people.

20. WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT GOD CASTS SINS INTO THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA?

Micah gives another powerful picture. For Israel, sea imagery could naturally recall God's great act of deliverance at the Exodus, when Pharaoh's forces
were overwhelmed by the sea. Micah does not explicitly say, “This is another Exodus,” so the connection should not be treated as a direct explanation.
But the image clearly communicates decisive removal. The point is not that God literally forgets information. God is not capable of losing knowledge. Sin
will no longer stand as the condemning charge against those God pardons.

21. DOES “CASTING SIN INTO THE SEA” MEAN CONSEQUENCES ALWAYS DISAPPEAR?

No. Forgiveness and earthly consequences are not identical. A forgiven person may still need to repair damage, return what was stolen, confess
wrongdoing, accept legal consequences, rebuild broken trust, respect another person's boundaries, and change destructive behavior. Forgiveness
addresses guilt and relationship with God; it does not make every earthly consequence vanish.

QUICK REVIEW — PART ONE

1. Micah grieves widespread corruption, betrayal, and covenant unfaithfulness. 2. The chapter turns at Micah 7:7: “But as for me, | will look to the LORD.” 3. Micah
openly acknowledges sin and righteous discipline. 4. The climax asks, “Who is a God like you?” 5. God delights in hesed. 6. He treads sins underfoot and casts them
into the depths of the sea.

3Nails | Who Is Like Our God? Micah 7 Beginner Guide V1
Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com



C\Tﬁmails

Rooted in Scrioture - Pointina to Jesus

PART TWO
WANT TO GO DEEPER?

INTERMEDIATE
22. HOW DOES MICAH 7 COMPLETE THE MESSAGE OF MICAH 67

Micah 6:8 says: do justice, love mercy, walk humbly with your God. Micah 7 reveals something essential: God does not demand from His people qualities
absent from Himself. God commands justice because He is just. He tells His people to love hesed because He delights in hesed. He calls them to walk
humbly with Him because He is their God. This keeps Micah 6:8 from becoming mere moralism. God's people are called to reflect the God they know.

23. HOW CAN GOD BE BOTH JUST AND FORGIVING?

If God is perfectly just, how can He pardon guilty people? If He simply ignores evil, is that really justice? Micah does not give a complete explanation of
atonement, but it holds both truths together: God judges sin and God forgives sinners. The New Testament points to the cross of Jesus Christ. Read
Romans 3:21-26. Paul describes God as both just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. At the cross, forgiveness is not achieved by
pretending sin does not matter. Sin is taken with complete seriousness, yet mercy is extended through Christ.

Memory Anchor

At the cross, God's justice is not abandoned so mercy can win. God's justice and mercy meet in Christ.

24.1S MICAH 7:18-20 DIRECTLY A PROPHECY ABOUT JESUS?

Not in the same way Micah 5:2 is. Micah 5:2 speaks of a coming ruler from Bethlehem, and Matthew 2:1-6 explicitly connects that prophecy with Jesus.
Micah 7:18-20 does not explicitly predict Jesus by name or describe a future Messiah. Its primary focus is God's character and covenant faithfulness.
Christians connect these verses to Jesus through the larger biblical storyline. That is a canonical Gospel connection rather than an explicit messianic
prediction.

25. HOW DOES MICAH'S PICTURE OF FORGIVENESS CONNECT TO THE GOSPEL?

Read Romans 3:23-26; 1 Peter 2:24; Colossians 2:13-14. Jesus does not come because humanity has become righteous enough to deserve rescue. He
comes because sinners need rescue. He lives without sin, gives Himself for sinners, and rises from the dead. Those who trust in Him are forgiven and
reconciled to God. Micah asks, “Who is like this God?” The Gospel gives Christians even more reason to ask the same question.

3Nails | Who Is Like Our God? Micah 7 Beginner Guide V1
Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com



C“‘l‘m:?.Nails

Rooted in Scrioture - Pointina to Jesus

26. DOES FORGIVING SOMEONE MEAN PRETENDING THE WRONG NEVER HAPPENED?

No. Biblical forgiveness does not require dishonesty about evil. Micah does not reach chapter 7 by pretending chapters 1-6 never happened. God names
injustice, exposes corruption, and announces judgment; then Micah celebrates His mercy. Forgiveness does not require calling evil good, denying pain,
automatically restoring trust, eliminating consequences, forbidding lawful accountability, or remaining in an unsafe situation.

Pastoral Safeguard

Biblical teaching about forgiveness must never be used to pressure someone to remain vulnerable to abuse, violence, exploitation,
manipulation, or ongoing danger. Forgiveness and reconciliation are related but not identical. Reconciliation normally requires truth,
repentance, safety, and the rebuilding of trust. Appropriate boundaries can coexist with a forgiving heart.

27. DOES “FORGIVE AND FORGET” ACCURATELY DESCRIBE GOD'S FORGIVENESS?

Not if “forget” means God literally loses knowledge. Jeremiah 31:34 describes God as remembering sin no more. The point is not divine amnesia. God is
omniscient. The language communicates that forgiven sin will no longer be held against God's people as a condemning charge. Forgiveness changes the
sinner's standing before God; it does not require God to become uninformed.

28. WHY DOES MICAH 7:20 MENTION JACOB AND ABRAHAM?

The book ends by reaching backward into Israel's history. Micah asks God to show faithfulness to Jacob and steadfast love to Abraham because God's
mercy is connected to covenant faithfulness. Read Genesis 12:1-3; 15; 17:1-8; 22:15-18. Micah's generation had been profoundly unfaithful, but Israel's
failure did not erase God's character or cause Him to forget His promises.

29. DOES GOD'S COVENANT FAITHFULNESS MEAN SIN HAS NO CONSEQUENCES?

No. Israel experienced discipline precisely because covenant rebellion mattered. Yet judgment did not mean God's redemptive purposes had failed.
God's faithfulness does not guarantee His people will avoid every consequence; it guarantees God will remain true to His own character and purposes.

30. HOW DOES THE ABRAHAM PROMISE EVENTUALLY CONNECT TO JESUS?

Read Galatians 3:6-16. God promised Abraham that blessing would extend to the nations. Jesus comes through Abraham's family line. Through Christ,
God's saving blessing reaches beyond one nation to people from every nation. This does not erase the Old Testament setting of Micah 7:20; Christians
reading the whole canon see those promises moving toward the larger redemptive work accomplished through Jesus.
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31. WHY IS GOD'S FAITHFULNESS SUCH GOOD NEWS WHEN PEOPLE ARE UNFAITHFUL?

Because human faithfulness is inconsistent. People fail, sin, break promises, and sometimes wander far from God. If salvation ultimately depended upon
perfect human faithfulness, no sinner could have lasting hope. Micah's confidence rests somewhere stronger: God's character. Grace never turns
rebellion into something harmless, but God's redemptive purposes rest upon His faithfulness rather than human perfection. Read 2 Timothy 2:13 carefully
in context.

32. WHAT DOES MICAH 7 TEACH ABOUT WAITING DURING DARK TIMES?

Micah does not promise God's people will never experience dark periods. He says, “When | sit in darkness...” Faith does not require pretending darkness
is light. His confidence is: “The LORD will be a light to me.” Christian hope is not positive thinking or confidence that every circumstance will quickly
improve. It is confidence that God remains God even when circumstances are painful, confusing, or unresolved.

33. HOW CAN SOMEONE WAIT FOR GOD WITHOUT BECOMING PASSIVE?

Micah waited for God while continuing to speak truth, confront injustice, warn about judgment, proclaim God's Word, and call people toward faithfulness.
Waiting therefore does not mean refusing to act when Scripture calls for action. A Christian facing a damaged relationship may pray for reconciliation
while setting a wise boundary. Someone waiting for employment may trust God's provision while submitting applications and seeking counsel. A person
facing injustice may pray while documenting what happened, seeking lawful help, and refusing retaliation. A family waiting through illness may trust God
while pursuing appropriate medical care. Someone waiting for a major answer may faithfully handle today's responsibilities rather than putting life on hold.
Biblical waiting rejects frantic self-reliance, not faithful obedience.

34. WHAT IF SOMEONE FEELS TOO GUILTY TO BELIEVE GOD COULD FORGIVE THEM?

Micah 7:18-19 is written for people who know guilt is real. Micah has spent an entire book describing serious sin, yet the book ends with pardon. The
greater question is not whether the sinner's record is bad; it is, “What kind of God is the LORD?” Micah answers: a God who pardons, shows compassion,
delights in steadfast love, and deals decisively with sin. The Gospel invites sinners to trust the Savior God has provided.

35. CAN SOMEONE USE GOD'S MERCY AS AN EXCUSE TO KEEP SINNING?

No. The God who forgives is the same God who condemned exploitation, dishonesty, violence, idolatry, and corruption. Grace should lead toward
repentance and transformed living. Read Romans 6:1-4. Christians do not obey in order to make God merciful; they obey because they have
encountered the mercy of God.

36. WHY IS THE ENDING OF MICAH SO IMPORTANT?

Micah could have ended with judgment. Instead, after telling the truth about judgment, he ends by looking at God. The final verses emphasize pardon,
mercy, compassion, steadfast love, victory over sin, and covenant faithfulness. This does not cancel the warnings earlier in the book. The final emphasis
is not, “Look how sinful Israel is,” but, “Look at what kind of God the LORD is.”
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HOW MICAH 7 POINTS TO JESUS

Micah 7:18-20 is not itself an explicit messianic prophecy. Its first purpose is to celebrate God's mercy and covenant faithfulness. But Christians reading
Micah within the whole Bible see these themes reaching their fullest clarity in Jesus. Micah celebrates a God who pardons guilt; Jesus provides
forgiveness. Micah celebrates a God who deals decisively with sin; Jesus bears sin at the cross. Micah celebrates compassion; Jesus repeatedly shows
compassion toward sinners and sufferers. Micah celebrates covenant faithfulness; the New Testament presents Jesus as the One through whom God's
redemptive promises reach fulfilment. The Christ-centered connection is not a hidden prediction inside every phrase of Micah 7. It is the unfolding biblical
story of the same faithful, merciful God.

Memory Anchor
Micah celebrates the God who forgives. The Gospel reveals the Savior through whom forgiveness comes.

PUTTING MICAH 7 INTO PRACTICE

<b>WHEN THE WORLD FEELS CORRUPT:</b> Do not allow constant attention to human failure to become the foundation of despair. Micah saw
corruption clearly and still said, “I will look to the LORD."<br/><br/><b>WHEN TRUST HAS BEEN BROKEN:</b> Do not pretend betrayal does not hurt.
Use wisdom and establish appropriate boundaries when necessary. Do not allow another person's unfaithfulness to convince you that God has become
unfaithful.<br/><br/><b>WHEN YOU HAVE SINNED:</b> Do not minimize it. Confess it honestly. Repent. Make restitution when appropriate. Accept
necessary consequences. Then look toward the God who pardons rather than trying to become your own savior through endless
shame.<br/><br/><b>WHEN SOMEONE HAS SINNED AGAINST YOU:</b> Forgiveness does not require calling evil good. It does not eliminate
wisdom, boundaries, justice, or accountability. Ask God to keep bitterness from becoming master of the heart while pursuing what is truthful and
right.<br/><br/><b>WHEN GOD SEEMS SLOW:</b> Remember Micah 7:7. Waiting is not evidence that God has forgotten. Continue praying, obeying,
trusting, and doing what God has clearly placed before you.<br/><br/><b>WHEN YOU WONDER WHETHER GOD STILL WANTS TO SHOW
MERCY:</b> Return to Micah 7:18. God does not merely tolerate steadfast love. He delights in it.

A SIMPLE MICAH 7 SELF-CHECK

<b>Where am | looking?</b> When circumstances become frightening or discouraging, is attention fixed primarily on the problem—or on the LORD?<br/><b>What
am | doing with my sin?</b> Am | minimizing it, hiding it, drowning in shame over it, or bringing it honestly to God?<br/><b>What do | believe about God's
mercy?</b> Do | secretly imagine God as reluctant to forgive people who genuinely turn to Him?<br/><b>What do | do with other people's failures?</b> Do | confuse
forgiveness with enabling, or justice with revenge?<br/><b>Am | waiting faithfully?</b> Am | trusting God while continuing to do what He has clearly called me to
do?<br/><b>What is my ultimate hope?</b> My performance, other people, political or social change, my ability to control circumstances—or the character and
promises of God?

QUICK REVIEW — PART TWO

1. Micah 6:8 tells God's people to love hesed; Micah 7:18 reveals that God delights in hesed. 2. Micah holds justice and mercy together; the New Testament reveals
their clearest meeting at the cross. 3. Micah 7:18-20 is not a direct messianic prophecy. 4. Forgiveness, consequences, accountability, reconciliation, and restored
trust are related but distinct. 5. Abraham and Jacob point to covenant faithfulness. 6. Biblical waiting is trusting God while continuing in faithful obedience. 7. Micah's
final emphasis is God's incomparable mercy and faithfulness.
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KEY TRUTHS TO REMEMBER

1. Micah sees sin clearly without surrendering to despair.<br/>2. Biblical hope rests in God's character, not favorable circumstances.<br/>3. Repentance admits guilt
while still trusting God's mercy.<br/>4. God is just; His anger toward evil is not sinful or arbitrary.<br/>5. God pardons iniquity and passes over transgression.<br/>6.
God delights in hesed—steadfast, faithful, covenant love.<br/>7. God's forgiveness does not make evil insignificant or erase every earthly consequence.<br/>8.
Forgiveness does not require remaining in an abusive or unsafe situation.<br/>9. God remains faithful to His covenant promises even when His people are
unfaithful.<br/>10. Christians understand God's justice and mercy most clearly through Jesus Christ.<br/>11. Micah ends not by magnifying Israel's failure, but by
magnifying God's incomparable character.

FINAL MEMORY ANCHORS

« Micah does not find hope by pretending everything is fine. He finds hope by looking to God.<br/>+ Faith looks beyond the condition of the world to the character of
God.<br/>+ God calls His people to love hesed because God Himself delights in hesed.<br/>¢ At the cross, God's justice is not abandoned so mercy can win. God's
justice and mercy meet in Christ.<br/>e Micah celebrates the God who forgives. The Gospel reveals the Savior through whom forgiveness comes.<br/>¢ There is no
God like the LORD.

SCRIPTURE PATH FOR FURTHER STUDY

<b>Read the whole message:</b> Micah 1:1; 2:1-2; 3:1-12; 5:2-5; 6:1-8; 6:9-16; 7.<br/><b>God's incomparable character:</b> Exodus 15:11; Psalm 86:8-13; Psalm
103:8-14; Psalm 113:5-9; Isaiah 40:18-31.<br/><b>God's covenant faithfulness:</b> Genesis 12:1-3; Genesis 15; Genesis 17:1-8; Genesis 22:15-18; Galatians
3:6-16.<br/><b>Forgiveness and the Gospel:</b> Jeremiah 31:31-34; Romans 3:21-26; Romans 5:6-11; Romans 6:1-4; Colossians 2:13-14; 1 Peter 2:24; 1 John
1:8-2:2.

FINAL REFLECTION

Micah has seen enough to despair. He has watched greed consume property that belonged to others, leaders distort justice, religious corruption spread, dishonesty
become ordinary, and betrayal reach even into homes. Micah does not pretend the darkness is not real. He says, “But as for me, | will look to the
LORD."<br/><br/>That decision leads to the question with which the book reaches its climax: “Who is a God like you?” Who else is perfectly holy yet willing to
pardon? Who else sees sin completely yet shows compassion? Who else judges evil yet delights in steadfast love? Who else can tread sin underfoot and cast it into
the depths of the sea? Who else remains faithful when His people have been unfaithful? There is no one like Him.<br/><br/>Micah's confidence does not rest in Israel
becoming impressive enough to rescue itself. It rests in God—the God who called Abraham, delivered Israel, confronted His people's sin, promised restoration, and
delights in steadfast love. For Christians, the Gospel reveals the extraordinary depth of that mercy. God did not solve the problem of sin by pretending sin did not
matter. Jesus Christ entered human history, lived without sin, gave Himself for sinners, died, and rose. Through Him, guilty people can be forgiven and reconciled to
God.<br/><br/>The Christian's deepest hope is not, “I have never fallen,” but, “When | fall, God remains faithful.” It is not, “I have never sat in darkness,” but, “The
LORD will be a light to me.” It is not, “My record makes me worthy of mercy,” but, “God delights in steadfast love.” Micah begins by exposing what is wrong with God's
people. He ends by celebrating what is eternally right about God. And that is where hope belongs.

Final Memory Anchor

“Who is a God like you?” He pardons. He shows compassion. He delights in steadfast love. He keeps His promises. He deals decisively with
sin. There is no God like the LORD. Keep looking to Him.
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