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BIBLE FOUNDATIONS AND RELIABILITY

What the Bible Never Says
Familiar Sayings and Common Misconceptions

The short answer
Many familiar sayings sound biblical because they contain a measure of truth, use religious language, 
or have been repeated for generations. Some are not found in Scripture, some misquote a passage, 
and others turn a contextual truth into a promise God never made. The goal is to replace them with 
what Scripture actually teaches.

“Now the Bereans were more noble-minded than the Thessalonians, for they 
received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every 

day to see if these teachings were true.”
Acts 17:11 BSB

Purpose
The purpose of this study is to compare familiar expressions with Scripture in context and replace 
misleading claims with more faithful biblical truth. God’s Word is more trustworthy, complete, and 
comforting than phrases people have added to it.

Memory anchor
A familiar saying may sound comforting, but God’s Word provides truth strong enough to trust.
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OPENING WELCOME AND PURPOSE

Test every familiar saying through Scripture
This study was not created to replace the Bible. Its purpose is to help readers love and understand God’s Word. Every section 
is intended to send readers back into Scripture with greater confidence, deeper understanding, and a clearer picture of Jesus 
Christ. If the study leads to more time reading the Bible than reading these pages, it has accomplished its purpose.
The problem is not that every nonbiblical sentence is automatically false. Christians use many truthful words that are not direct 
quotations. The problem begins when a human saying is attributed to God, presented as a biblical promise, or used in a way 
that conflicts with Scripture.
 Does the Bible actually say this?
 What does the associated passage mean in context?
 Does the saying agree with the whole teaching of Scripture?
 What does Scripture reveal about God instead?
 How does the truth point to Jesus and the gospel?

Keep the distinction clear
A saying may be absent from Scripture without contradicting Scripture. The task is to identify whether 
it is faithful, incomplete, misleading, speculative, or false.
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QUICK-REFERENCE GUIDE

Twenty-six familiar sayings and stronger biblical truths
01  “God helps those who help themselves.” God calls people to act faithfully, but His grace is not limited to those who can help 
themselves.
02  “Follow your heart.” Bring the heart honestly before God, then allow Scripture and the Holy Spirit to guide its desires.
03  “God will never give you more than you can handle.” God may allow burdens greater than personal strength, but no burden is greater 
than His sustaining grace.
04  “Everything happens for a reason.” Not everything that happens is good, but God remains sovereign and can accomplish His good 
purposes through what is painful or evil.
05  “When God closes a door, He opens a window.” God faithfully guides His people, but His guidance may include waiting, redirection, 
hardship, or perseverance.
06  “Cleanliness is next to godliness.” Physical cleanliness may express wisdom and care for others, but godliness flows from a heart 
being transformed by God.
07  “Money is the root of all evil.” The love of money produces many kinds of evil, but resources surrendered to God can serve faithful 
purposes.
08  “Spare the rod, spoil the child.” Loving parents provide patient, purposeful correction without cruelty, humiliation, or harm.
09  “This too shall pass.” Some hardships may remain longer than expected, but no suffering will outlast God’s final redemption.
10  “God needed another angel.” Those who die in Christ are with the Lord and await the resurrection; they do not become angels.
11  “Heaven gained an angel who is watching over you.” A loved one who died in Christ is with the Lord, while God remains the perfect 
Guardian of those still living.
12  “Only God can judge me.” God is the final Judge, and He calls His people to practice humble, truthful, restorative accountability.
13  “The Bible says not to judge.” Do not judge hypocritically or self-righteously; exercise discernment humbly, fairly, and according to 
God’s truth.
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QUICK-REFERENCE GUIDE · CONTINUED

Keep the stronger truth close at hand
14  “Just ask Jesus into your heart.” Turn from sin and trust in the crucified and risen Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.
15  “If two or three agree, God has to do it.” Christ is present with His gathered people, and believers may pray together confidently while 
submitting every request to God’s wisdom and will.
16  “Name it and claim it.” Pray boldly, trust God completely, and submit the outcome to His wisdom.
17  “I can do anything through Christ.” Through Christ, believers receive strength to remain faithful and content in every circumstance He 
permits.
18  “God promises to prosper every Christian.” God remains faithful to His redemptive purposes, even when His people must wait through 
difficult seasons.
19  “Train up a child, and the child is guaranteed to return.” Faithful training deeply influences a child, but salvation is God’s work and 
each person must respond to Him.
20  “God just wants you to be happy.” God desires a joy rooted in Him and a life transformed into the likeness of Christ.
21  “Love means never disagreeing or correcting.” Biblical love seeks another person’s true good and refuses both cruelty and dishonest 
approval.
22  “All sins are the same.” Every sin requires God’s forgiveness, sins differ in severity and harm, and Christ’s sacrifice is sufficient for 
every repentant sinner who trusts in Him.
23  “Forgive and forget.” Forgive as God commands, remember with wisdom, pursue peace where possible, and maintain necessary 
boundaries.
24  “Time heals all wounds.” Time may provide space, but God brings healing through truth, grace, wise care, faithful community, and 
enduring hope.
25  “The Lord works in mysterious ways.” God’s wisdom exceeds human understanding, but He has clearly revealed everything 
necessary for knowing and following Him.
26  “Hate the sin, love the sinner.” Oppose sin without pride, love people without dishonesty, and remember that every person—including 
the one offering correction—needs the grace of Jesus.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Familiar sayings 01-02
FAMILIAR SAYING 01

“God helps those who help themselves.”
The wording does not appear in Scripture. The Bible teaches diligence, responsibility, wise planning, and faithful work 
(Proverbs 6:6-11; 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12). Yet the gospel begins with human helplessness: Christ died for the ungodly who 
could not save themselves (Romans 5:6-8). God calls people to pray, work, plan, obey, and persevere while recognizing that 
every ability and opportunity comes from Him.

A more faithful statement
God calls people to act faithfully, but His grace is not limited to those who can help themselves.

Reflection
Does personal effort sometimes become a substitute for dependence on God?

Memory anchor: God’s grace reaches the helpless, and His grace teaches the rescued to live faithfully.

FAMILIAR SAYING 02

“Follow your heart.”
Human desires and emotions can be sincere without being trustworthy. The heart has been affected by sin and may produce 
distorted desires, pride, fear, envy, or self-deception (Jeremiah 17:9; Mark 7:20-23). Feelings are meaningful, but they are not 
the final authority. Scripture calls the heart to be searched by God, guarded carefully, renewed, guided by the Word, and 
centered on Christ (Psalm 139:23-24; Proverbs 4:23; Romans 12:2). Jesus honestly expressed sorrow in Gethsemane yet 
submitted to the Father’s will.

A more faithful statement
Bring the heart honestly before God, then allow Scripture and the Holy Spirit to guide its desires.

Reflection
Is any current decision being based primarily on feelings rather than Scripture and wisdom?

Memory anchor: The heart needs God’s truth as its guide.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Familiar sayings 03-04
FAMILIAR SAYING 03

“God will never give you more than you can handle.”
First Corinthians 10:13 addresses temptation, not the total weight of suffering. Paul described a burden “far beyond” his ability 
to endure and explained that it taught dependence on God rather than self (2 Corinthians 1:8-9). Moses, Elijah, David, Job, 
and even Jesus experienced overwhelming distress. God may permit circumstances that exceed human strength, but He does 
not abandon His people. Seeking help from mature believers, pastors, physicians, counselors, or emergency services is not a 
failure of faith.

A more faithful statement
God may allow burdens greater than personal strength, but no burden is greater than His sustaining 
grace.

Reflection
Could admitting weakness become an opportunity to depend on God and receive help from others?

Memory anchor: God does not promise a life without overwhelming burdens; He promises sufficient grace.

FAMILIAR SAYING 04

“Everything happens for a reason.”
The exact phrase is not found in Scripture. Used carelessly, it can minimize grief or imply that every tragedy was directly 
caused by God for an immediately visible benefit. Scripture teaches that God is sovereign, human beings remain responsible, 
creation is broken by sin, and not every reason for suffering is revealed. Joseph’s brothers intended evil, while God intended 
good through the same event (Genesis 50:20). Romans 8:28-29 promises that God works toward the good of conforming His 
people to Christ, not that every circumstance will feel good.

A more faithful statement
Not everything that happens is good, but God remains sovereign and can accomplish His good 
purposes through what is painful or evil.

Reflection
How does the cross show God bringing redemption through an event involving genuine human evil?

Memory anchor: God can redeem what He does not approve.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Familiar sayings 05-06
FAMILIAR SAYING 05

“When God closes a door, He opens a window.”
Scripture sometimes uses open doors as pictures of opportunity (1 Corinthians 16:9; Colossians 4:3), but it does not promise 
that every loss will immediately be replaced. Guidance may include waiting, redirection, hardship, perseverance, Scripture, 
prayer, counsel, providence, and wise freedom. Not every obstacle means “no,” and not every easy opportunity means “yes.” 
Jonah found an available ship traveling away from the place God commanded him to go (Jonah 1:1-3).

A more faithful statement
God faithfully guides His people, but His guidance may include waiting, redirection, hardship, or 
perseverance.

Reflection
Is a present circumstance being interpreted through Scripture and wisdom or merely through whether 
it feels open or closed?

Memory anchor: Providence is not a formula; God’s wisdom is greater than visible circumstances.

FAMILIAR SAYING 06

“Cleanliness is next to godliness.”
The saying does not appear in Scripture. Old Testament ceremonial laws taught Israel about holiness, worship, bodily life, and 
separation from death; ceremonial uncleanness was not always personal sin. Jesus taught that moral defilement flows from 
sinful desires and actions within the heart (Mark 7:14-23). Outward washing cannot substitute for justice, mercy, faithfulness, 
and inward purity (Matthew 23:23-28). Hygiene may express wisdom and care, but it is not a measure of spiritual worth.

A more faithful statement
Physical cleanliness may express wisdom and care for others, but godliness flows from a heart being 
transformed by God.

Reflection
Is outward appearance ever being used to measure spiritual maturity?

Memory anchor: Godliness is not measured by outward polish but by a life being made holy through Christ.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Familiar sayings 07-08
FAMILIAR SAYING 07

“Money is the root of all evil.”
First Timothy 6:10 says that the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Money is a tool that can provide for families, relieve 
suffering, and support ministry. The danger is loving, displaying, protecting, or depending upon wealth in a way that replaces 
trust in God and love for people. Paul teaches contentment and tells the wealthy to place hope in God, be generous, and be 
ready to share (1 Timothy 6:5-10, 17-19).

A more faithful statement
The love of money produces many kinds of evil, but resources surrendered to God can serve faithful 
purposes.

Reflection
Does money function as a tool, a source of identity, a means of control, or a substitute for security?

Memory anchor: Money is a servant that becomes dangerous when treated as a master.

FAMILIAR SAYING 08

“Spare the rod, spoil the child.”
The exact wording is not a Bible verse, though it resembles Proverbs 13:24. Biblical love does not ignore destructive behavior; 
parents are responsible to guide, protect, teach, and correct. The proverb is not permission for anger, humiliation, cruelty, 
injury, or uncontrolled punishment. Parents must not provoke, embitter, or discourage their children (Ephesians 6:4; 
Colossians 3:21). Faithful Christians differ about physical discipline, but every approach should reject abuse and seek 
restoration, wisdom, self-control, and protection.

A more faithful statement
Loving parents provide patient, purposeful correction without cruelty, humiliation, or harm.

Reflection
Does correction reflect God’s patient instruction, or is it driven by frustration and anger?

Memory anchor: Biblical discipline seeks restoration, not retaliation.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Familiar sayings 09-10
FAMILIAR SAYING 09

“This too shall pass.”
The phrase is not found in Scripture. Many circumstances change, but not every hardship ends quickly or during earthly life. 
Some illnesses remain, losses permanently affect families, and some believers die while enduring persecution or grief. 
Christian hope is not simply that every circumstance will soon improve. Paul compared present affliction with eternal glory, and 
Revelation promises a future without death, mourning, crying, or pain (2 Corinthians 4:16-18; Revelation 21:1-5).

A more faithful statement
Some hardships may remain longer than expected, but no suffering will outlast God’s final 
redemption.

Reflection
Is hope resting mainly in circumstances changing or in God remaining faithful?

Memory anchor: The Christian hope is not merely a better season; it is resurrection and new creation.

FAMILIAR SAYING 10

“God needed another angel.”
Scripture does not teach that humans become angels after death. Angels and humans are distinct creatures. Those who 
belong to Christ remain human persons and await bodily resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:20-23, 42-49). The saying may imply 
that God caused a death because heaven needed help, but God is never needy (Acts 17:24-25). Jesus wept at Lazarus’s 
tomb, and Scripture calls death an enemy Christ came to defeat.

A more faithful statement
Those who die in Christ are with the Lord and await the resurrection; they do not become angels.

Reflection
How is the promise of resurrection greater than the idea of becoming an angel?

Memory anchor: The believer’s hope is resurrection with Christ, not transformation into an angel.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Familiar sayings 11-12
FAMILIAR SAYING 11

“Heaven gained an angel who is watching over you.”
Scripture gives limited information about how much those with the Lord know about earthly events. Hebrews 12:1 emphasizes 
the testimony of faithful witnesses; it does not clearly say deceased believers observe every earthly detail. The Bible directs 
prayer and dependence toward God. God watches over His people, Jesus intercedes, the Spirit is present, and angels serve 
according to God’s command (Psalm 121; Romans 8:34; Hebrews 1:14). Scripture does not justify confident claims that a 
specific deceased person is always present or sending signs.

A more faithful statement
A loved one who died in Christ is with the Lord, while God remains the perfect Guardian of those still 
living.

Reflection
How can grief be honored without claiming knowledge Scripture has not given?

Memory anchor: God’s presence—not speculation about the dead—is the believer’s secure comfort.

FAMILIAR SAYING 12

“Only God can judge me.”
God is the final and perfectly righteous Judge. Human judgment motivated by pride, hypocrisy, or cruelty is sinful. Yet believers 
are called to restore someone caught in sin gently, speak truth in love, resist sin’s deceitfulness, and practice appropriate 
accountability (Galatians 6:1; Ephesians 4:15; Hebrews 3:13). Jesus prohibited hypocritical judgment and required honest self-
examination before correcting another (Matthew 7:1-5).

A more faithful statement
God is the final Judge, and He calls His people to practice humble, truthful, restorative accountability.

Reflection
When correction is necessary, is the goal restoration or moral superiority?

Memory anchor: Biblical correction begins with humility and seeks restoration.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Familiar sayings 13-14
FAMILIAR SAYING 13

“The Bible says not to judge.”
Matthew 7:1 must be read with the rest of the chapter. Jesus commands removal of the plank from one’s own eye so the speck 
in another can be seen clearly, then warns that false prophets are recognized by their fruit (Matthew 7:2-5, 15-20). Scripture 
distinguishes hypocritical condemnation and revenge from discernment, testing doctrine, church accountability, and lawful 
judgment. Jesus said to stop judging by appearances and judge justly (John 7:24).

A more faithful statement
Do not judge hypocritically or self-righteously; exercise discernment humbly, fairly, and according to 
God’s truth.

Reflection
Is a judgment based on Scripture and observable fruit or on appearance, rumor, preference, or 
assumption?

Memory anchor: Jesus forbids hypocritical judgment, not faithful discernment.

FAMILIAR SAYING 14

“Just ask Jesus into your heart.”
The New Testament does not use this phrase as its standard explanation of salvation. Revelation 3:20 addresses a self-
satisfied church called to repent and return to fellowship. The New Testament calls people to repent and believe, receive 
Christ, confess Jesus as Lord, believe in His resurrection, and turn from idols (Mark 1:15; Acts 16:31; Romans 10:9). A prayer 
may express repentance and faith, but repeating particular words does not save. Jesus saves.

A more faithful statement
Turn from sin and trust in the crucified and risen Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.

Reflection
Could someone understand “ask Jesus into your heart” without understanding the gospel?

Memory anchor: Salvation rests in Jesus, not in repeating a particular phrase.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Familiar sayings 15-16
FAMILIAR SAYING 15

“If two or three agree, God has to do it.”
Matthew 18:15-20 concerns correction, witnesses, church accountability, and Christ’s presence as His people handle a difficult 
matter. It is not a formula obligating God to grant any request supported by multiple people. God invites bold prayer, yet Jesus 
taught “Your will be done,” submitted His request in Gethsemane, and Scripture connects confidence with asking according to 
God’s will (Matthew 6:10; 26:39; 1 John 5:14).

A more faithful statement
Christ is present with His gathered people, and believers may pray together confidently while 
submitting every request to God’s wisdom and will.

Reflection
Does prayer seek God’s will or attempt to make God endorse a predetermined outcome?

Memory anchor: Agreement strengthens shared prayer; it does not place God under obligation.

FAMILIAR SAYING 16

“Name it and claim it.”
Scripture does not teach that believers can guarantee health, wealth, success, or a desired outcome by declaring it. God’s 
speech creates because He is God; human words do not possess His sovereign power. Biblical faith trusts God’s character, 
promises, and Word. Hebrews 11 commends both those who experienced rescue and those who suffered severely. Paul’s 
weakness did not mean faith failed; God’s grace remained sufficient (2 Corinthians 12:7-10).

A more faithful statement
Pray boldly, trust God completely, and submit the outcome to His wisdom.

Reflection
Is faith centered on receiving a desired result or remaining faithful to God?

Memory anchor: Faith trusts God; it does not attempt to control Him.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Familiar sayings 17-18
FAMILIAR SAYING 17

“I can do anything through Christ.”
Philippians 4:13 does not promise unlimited success in every personal goal. Paul describes learning contentment while hungry 
or well fed, living in need or abundance (Philippians 4:10-13). Christ strengthened him to remain faithful through circumstances 
he could not control. The verse is not smaller in context; it is deeper.

A more faithful statement
Through Christ, believers receive strength to remain faithful and content in every circumstance He 
permits.

Reflection
Is Christ being treated as the source of faithful endurance or as a means of personal achievement?

Memory anchor: Christ’s strength sustains faithfulness in both abundance and need.

FAMILIAR SAYING 18

“God promises to prosper every Christian.”
Jeremiah 29:11 is not an individual guarantee of immediate success, wealth, health, or preferred circumstances. Jeremiah 
wrote to exiles in Babylon who were told to build, plant, form families, and wait seventy years. God had not forgotten His 
covenant people, but many original recipients would die before the return. The passage reveals God’s faithful redemptive 
purpose, not a promise that every personal plan will succeed.

A more faithful statement
God remains faithful to His redemptive purposes, even when His people must wait through difficult 
seasons.

Reflection
Can hope remain steady when God’s timeline is longer than expected?

Memory anchor: Biblical hope rests in God’s faithful purpose, not immediate prosperity.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Familiar sayings 19-20
FAMILIAR SAYING 19

“Train up a child, and the child is guaranteed to return.”
Proverbs 22:6 should not be used as an unconditional guarantee. Proverbs describe how life ordinarily works under God’s 
wise design; many are general principles rather than promises about every individual outcome. Parents must teach, model 
faithfulness, pray, listen, discipline lovingly, and confess failures. Children eventually make real choices. Faithful parents 
cannot regenerate a heart; only God gives new life.

A more faithful statement
Faithful training deeply influences a child, but salvation is God’s work and each person must respond 
to Him.

Reflection
Does this proverb lead toward faithful parenting and prayer or misplaced guilt and attempted control?

Memory anchor: Parents are responsible for faithful instruction; God alone changes the heart.

FAMILIAR SAYING 20

“God just wants you to be happy.”
God is not opposed to joy, but present happiness is not the final test of right and wrong. Faithful obedience may involve grief, 
sacrifice, self-denial, patience, or persecution. God’s purposes include holiness, conformity to Christ, the fruit of the Spirit, 
endurance, and eternal joy (Romans 8:29; Galatians 5:22-23). Jesus endured the cross for the joy set before Him (Hebrews 
12:2).

A more faithful statement
God desires a joy rooted in Him and a life transformed into the likeness of Christ.

Reflection
Is happiness being received as God’s gift or used as authority over God?

Memory anchor: God’s purpose is deeper than temporary happiness: He forms holy people who know lasting joy in Him.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Familiar sayings 21-22
FAMILIAR SAYING 21

“Love means never disagreeing or correcting.”
Biblical love is patient and kind and rejoices with the truth (1 Corinthians 13:4-6). Jesus loved perfectly while calling people to 
repentance, correcting false teaching, confronting hypocrisy, warning about judgment, and offering forgiveness. Truth without 
love can become harsh; love without truth becomes dishonest. Not every disagreement needs confrontation, but Christians are 
called to speak truth in love (Ephesians 4:15).

A more faithful statement
Biblical love seeks another person’s true good and refuses both cruelty and dishonest approval.

Reflection
Is silence being called love when fear is preventing a necessary, gracious conversation?

Memory anchor: Love and truth belong together in Jesus.

FAMILIAR SAYING 22

“All sins are the same.”
Every sin rebels against God and reveals the need for grace, but sins differ in seriousness, harm, consequence, and 
accountability. Jesus spoke of greater sin; teachers face stricter judgment; greater knowledge brings greater accountability 
(John 19:11; James 3:1; Luke 12:47-48). These differences do not mean some sins are too powerful for Christ to forgive. Paul 
persecuted Christians and received mercy. Corinthian believers guilty of serious sins were washed, sanctified, and justified (1 
Timothy 1:12-16; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11). The unforgivable sin describes hardened resistance to the Spirit’s clear witness, not a 
repentant person seeking mercy.

A more faithful statement
Every sin requires God’s forgiveness, sins differ in severity and harm, and Christ’s sacrifice is 
sufficient for every repentant sinner who trusts in Him.

Reflection
How can Christians avoid minimizing respectable sins or treating serious sinners as beyond grace?

Memory anchor: Sins differ in harm, but no repentant sinner is beyond the saving grace of Jesus.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Familiar sayings 23-24
FAMILIAR SAYING 23

“Forgive and forget.”
Scripture does not command people to erase every memory of wrongdoing or act as if serious harm never occurred. 
Forgiveness releases personal vengeance and entrusts final judgment to God. It does not always mean immediate trust, 
removal of consequences, denial, return to danger, refusal to report crime, or reconciliation without repentance. God’s promise 
not to remember forgiven sin means He will not hold it against His people in judgment, not that the all-knowing God loses 
information.

A more faithful statement
Forgive as God commands, remember with wisdom, pursue peace where possible, and maintain 
necessary boundaries.

Reflection
Is “forgive and forget” being used to avoid accountability or pressure someone back into danger?

Memory anchor: Forgiveness releases vengeance; wisdom remembers what is needed for truth and safety.

FAMILIAR SAYING 24

“Time heals all wounds.”
Time may reduce the intensity of some emotions, but it can also allow bitterness, fear, shame, or unresolved grief to grow. 
Healing may involve lament, prayer, truth, forgiveness, repentance, safe community, wise boundaries, professional care, 
patient endurance, and resurrection hope. The risen Jesus retained the marks of crucifixion (John 20:24-29); His scars testified 
that suffering had been overcome rather than denied.

A more faithful statement
Time may provide space, but God brings healing through truth, grace, wise care, faithful community, 
and enduring hope.

Reflection
Is there a wound that has merely aged rather than been brought honestly before God and trustworthy 
help?

Memory anchor: Healing comes not from time alone but from God’s faithful work through truth, grace, and care.



3Nails | What the Bible Never Says | 17

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.

PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Familiar sayings 25-26
FAMILIAR SAYING 25

“The Lord works in mysterious ways.”
The wording is not a Bible verse and closely resembles a line from William Cowper’s hymn: “God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform.” Scripture teaches that God’s wisdom exceeds human comprehension (Romans 11:33-36; Isaiah 
55:8-9). Yet the phrase should not avoid difficult questions, excuse harm, or make God morally unpredictable. God has clearly 
revealed His character, His moral will, the gospel, and everything necessary for knowing and following Him.

A more faithful statement
God’s wisdom exceeds human understanding, but He has clearly revealed everything necessary for 
knowing and following Him.

Reflection
Is “mystery” being used humbly or as a way to avoid what Scripture clearly teaches?

Memory anchor: God cannot be fully comprehended, but He can be truly known because He has revealed Himself.

FAMILIAR SAYING 26

“Hate the sin, love the sinner.”
The exact phrase is not found in Scripture, though the distinction has older historical and religious precedents. God calls His 
people to reject evil while loving neighbors and enemies. Christians must not approve what Scripture identifies as sin, but 
opposition to sin never permits hatred, mockery, contempt, or self-righteousness. Jesus joined truthful teaching, compassion, 
confrontation of hypocrisy, calls to repentance, sacrificial love, and forgiveness. Every person bears God’s image, and every 
corrector also needs grace.

A more faithful statement
Oppose sin without pride, love people without dishonesty, and remember that every person—
including the one offering correction—needs the grace of Jesus.

Reflection
Does concern about another person’s sin include humility about personal sin and desire for 
restoration?

Memory anchor: Jesus joins truth, holiness, compassion, and grace without compromising any of them.
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PRACTICAL APPLICATION

A simple way to test a familiar saying

01 Find the supposed verse
If no passage can be identified, the saying may still contain wisdom, but it should not be 
introduced as Scripture.

02 Read the surrounding passage
Identify the speaker, audience, situation, genre, and whether the text is a command, promise, 
proverb, warning, or report.

03 Identify the type of claim
Is it a quotation, summary, observation, opinion, promise, or application?

04 Compare it with the whole Bible
One verse should not be interpreted to contradict clearer teaching elsewhere.

05 Look for what is true
Preserve the valid concern, then replace the saying with a more faithful statement.

06 Speak with humility
The purpose is not embarrassment but helping one another know God’s Word faithfully.

Seven-day practice
Record familiar sayings encountered during one week. For each, identify the associated verse, actual 
context, what is true, what needs correction, a stronger biblical statement, and one effect on prayer or 
daily life.

Prayer
God of truth, thank You for giving Your Word as a lamp and trustworthy guide. Forgive careless use 
of familiar sayings when they replace or distort what You have spoken. Give discernment to test 
every teaching with humility and patience. Teach the mind to read Scripture in context, the mouth to 
speak truth in love, and the life to reflect Jesus. Replace shallow promises with lasting hope and 
speculation with confidence in what You have revealed. Amen.



3Nails | What the Bible Never Says | 19

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.

REVIEW AND REFLECTION

Questions to consider
1. Why can a familiar saying begin to sound like Scripture?
2. What is the difference between being absent from Scripture and contradicting Scripture?
3. What does 1 Corinthians 10:13 address?
4. How does Genesis 50:20 distinguish human evil from God’s good purpose?
5. Why should circumstances alone not guide decisions?
6. What is the Christian hope for those who die in Christ?
7. What kind of judgment does Matthew 7 forbid?
8. Why is “ask Jesus into your heart” incomplete without the gospel?
9. What does Philippians 4:13 mean in context?
10. How do Proverbs differ from unconditional promises?
11. Are all sins equally harmful? Are they equally forgivable through Christ?
12. Why can forgiveness coexist with consequences and boundaries?
13. What does Scripture reveal clearly when providence remains mysterious?
14. Which familiar saying has most influenced personal thinking?
15. What biblical truth should replace it?
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PART TWO · WANT TO GO DEEPER?

How misconceptions develop and context corrects them
Intermediate study
Part One is complete on its own. Continue for hermeneutical tools that help evaluate other sayings 
and interpretations.

1. Not every nonbiblical phrase is false
A phrase may be absent but consistent with Scripture, partly true but incomplete, a misquotation, a decontextualized 
application, contrary to Scripture, or speculative. “Trinity” is not a biblical word, yet it faithfully summarizes biblical teaching. 
This classification prevents treating every tradition as Scripture or rejecting every nonbiblical expression merely because its 
wording is absent.

2. Descriptive and prescriptive texts
A descriptive passage reports what happened; a prescriptive passage commands or instructs. Scripture records many actions 
it does not approve, including Gideon’s fleece, Jephthah’s vow, David’s polygamy, and casting lots before Pentecost. Context 
and the whole Bible determine whether an action is exemplary, tolerated, foolish, or sinful.

3. Proverbs and promises
A proverb concisely describes how life ordinarily works under God’s wise order. A promise is a commitment God will fulfill. 
Confusing them produces misplaced guilt and disappointment. Wisdom literature teaches skillful life before God, not control of 
outcomes through formulas.

4. Covenant promises and personal application
Ask to whom a promise was made, what covenant governed it, whether it was conditional, how it was fulfilled, whether the 
New Testament applies it to believers, and what enduring truth about God remains. A passage can reveal God’s character 
without becoming an identical promise to every reader.
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INTERMEDIATE STUDY

Words, verses, and Christ-centered interpretation
5. Words receive meaning from context
A word does not carry every possible definition into every verse. “All things” in Philippians 4:13 is defined by hunger, need, 
abundance, and contentment. “Prosper” in Jeremiah 29:11 belongs to God’s promise of restoration to exiles. Responsible 
study considers the sentence, paragraph, author, genre, historical setting, and whole Bible.

6. Bible-verse culture and lost context
Chapter and verse numbers help locate passages but may encourage isolated reading. A verse belongs to a sentence, 
paragraph, section, book, historical setting, literary genre, and the whole story of Scripture. A shortened quotation becomes 
dangerous when it changes meaning, hides a condition, removes suffering, or makes the reader rather than God the center.

7. Christ-centered interpretation without forced connections
Jesus taught that Scripture bears witness to Him (Luke 24:25-27, 44-47). Christ-centered reading follows themes such as 
creation, covenant, kingdom, sacrifice, priesthood, judgment, promise, redemption, resurrection, and new creation. It does not 
turn every object, number, or color into a hidden symbol.

8. Christian tradition
Tradition can preserve faithful creeds, prayers, hymns, and wisdom, but it must be tested through Scripture. Christians differ 
on secondary matters such as baptism, spiritual gifts, church government, and end-times chronology while preserving historic 
essentials: the triune God, Christ’s deity and humanity, His sinless life, atoning death, bodily resurrection, salvation by grace 
through faith, Scripture’s authority, and Christ’s return.
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INTERMEDIATE STUDY

Correction, guidance, and biblical truthfulness
9. Correct without becoming quarrelsome
Second Timothy 2:24-25 calls the Lord’s servant to kindness, patience, and gentleness. A helpful correction affirms the 
concern, clarifies that the wording is not Scripture, explains the passage’s context, and offers a stronger biblical truth. The goal 
is not winning but directing attention to God’s Word.

10. Avoid the opposite error
Knowledge without love can produce arrogance. Not every misuse requires public correction. Wisdom asks whether the issue 
is harmful, whether the time and relationship are appropriate, whether correction can be gentle, and whether speaking will 
help. A private question may be better than a public contradiction.

11. Personal impressions and claims of guidance
Faithful Christians describe the Spirit’s present guidance differently, but all should agree that impressions do not carry 
Scripture’s authority, never contradict the Word, should not control others, and must be tested through prayer, wisdom, 
counsel, and fruit. “Closed doors,” “asking Jesus into the heart,” and “name it and claim it” become misleading when 
circumstances, unclear language, or desire are treated as God’s authoritative speech.

12. What do inerrant and infallible mean?
These words do not appear in Scripture, but many Christians use them to summarize biblical truthfulness and authority. 
Inerrancy commonly means Scripture in the original writings, rightly interpreted according to intended meaning and genre, 
speaks truthfully in everything it affirms. Infallibility commonly emphasizes that Scripture is completely trustworthy and will not 
fail. These doctrines do not require treating poetry as science, denying ordinary observational language, claiming copyists or 
translators never erred, or making every interpretation equal to Scripture. God is truthful; therefore His Word should be 
received as trustworthy and authoritative in context.

Intermediate memory anchor
A faithful interpretation identifies what a passage meant in context, understands how it fits the whole 
Bible, and applies its enduring truth without turning it into a promise God never made.
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THE MOST IMPORTANT INVITATION

Truth leads to Jesus Christ
Correcting familiar sayings matters, but accurate information alone cannot reconcile anyone to God. God created people to 
know Him, worship Him, and live under His good rule. Humanity rebelled in thought, desire, word, and action. This is sin, and 
sin separates humanity from the holy God.
Good works, religious activity, family heritage, Bible knowledge, church attendance, generosity, or personal effort cannot earn 
salvation. Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God who became truly human. He lived without sin, perfectly obeyed the Father, 
died on the cross for sinners, bore the judgment sin deserves, and rose bodily from the dead. Jesus is alive and reigns as 
Lord.
Salvation, forgiveness, and reconciliation with God are gifts of grace. The biblical response is repentance and faith: turning 
from sin and self-rule toward God and trusting Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Anyone who desires to follow Jesus may 
speak honestly to Him in prayer. A prayer may express repentance and faith, but no formula saves. Salvation rests in Jesus.

A person might pray
God, I confess that I have sinned and cannot save myself. I believe Jesus Christ is Your Son, that He 
died for sinners, and that You raised Him from the dead. Please forgive me and make me new. I turn 
from sin and place my trust in Jesus as Savior and Lord. Teach me to follow You in faith and 
obedience. Amen.

A new believer should begin reading Scripture, pray honestly, and connect with a faithful, Bible-teaching local church for 
worship, fellowship, service, accountability, and love.
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ONE FAITHFUL SUMMARY

God’s Word provides truth strong enough to trust
Familiar sayings may sound biblical without accurately representing Scripture. Some are absent but partly true. Some 
misquote verses. Some remove promises from their setting. Others offer comfort smaller and less dependable than the hope 
God has given.
God does not promise unlimited success, immediate prosperity, freedom from overwhelming burdens, or control through 
declarations. He reveals something better: grace for the helpless, wisdom for those who seek Him, strength for endurance, 
forgiveness through Christ, His presence in suffering, and resurrection hope beyond death.
Jesus is the center of that hope. He is the Savior and Lord who died for sinners, rose from the dead, and calls people to follow 
Him in truth, grace, obedience, and lasting joy. The faithful response is to examine teaching through Scripture, reject error 
without pride, speak truth in love, and keep returning to God’s Word.

Continue studying
Psalm 19:7-14; Psalm 119:9-16, 97-105; Proverbs 2:1-11; Jeremiah 17:5-10; Matthew 7:1-29; Luke 24:13-49; John 5:39-47; 
Acts 17:10-12; Romans 8:18-39; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; 2 Corinthians 1:3-11; Philippians 4:10-20; 1 Timothy 6:3-19; 2 Timothy 
2:14-26; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; James 1:19-27; 1 John 4:1-6.

Final memory anchor
A familiar saying may sound comforting, but God’s Word provides truth strong enough to trust.
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