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BIBLE FOUNDATIONS COLLECTION

The Kingdom of God Throughout Scripture

A beginner-friendly guide to God’s reign, Jesus the King, and the kingdom that is here and still coming

PURPOSE
Understand God's kingdom, follow its story through Scripture, recognize Jesus as the promised King, and live faithfully while
awaiting the kingdom’s complete fulfillment.

Welcome

God rules as King over creation. Humanity rebels. God promises victory, calls Abraham, forms Israel as a priestly kingdom, promises
David an enduring royal Son, and speaks through prophets of a righteous King, Spirit, justice, peace, and renewed creation. Jesus
announces that the time is fulfilled and God’s kingdom has drawn near. He teaches, heals, forgives, dies, rises, reigns, sends the Spirit,
and will return.

SIMPLE DEFINITION

The kingdom of God is God'’s saving reign—His sovereign rule breaking into history to defeat evil, rescue sinners, form a faithful

people, and restore creation through Jesus Christ.
The kingdom has already entered history through Jesus, but it is not yet complete. Jesus reigns, the Spirit lives within believers, and the
gospel goes to the nations; yet sin, suffering, injustice, temptation, and death remain. Christians still pray, “Your kingdom come.”

Scripture translation

Short quotations are from the Berean Standard Bible unless otherwise noted. References allow readers to verify every statement in
context.

A prayer before you begin

Father, You are the true King. Help me understand Your kingdom, recognize Jesus, submit to Your authority, live by Your Spirit, and
await Christ’s return faithfully. Amen.
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How to Use This Guide

Begin with God as King.

Follow creation, Israel, David, prophets, Jesus, mission, and new creation.

Distinguish present and future fulfillment.

Read each kingdom passage in context.

Let Jesus’ teaching, works, cross, resurrection, and ascension define the kingdom.

Notice repentance, faith, humility, righteousness, mercy, justice, holiness, and endurance.
Never identify the kingdom with one political party, nation, candidate, or government.

e Look toward bodily resurrection and renewed creation.

KINGDOM STORY

God creates and rules —» humanity rebels — God promises victory — Israel represents His reign — David receives a royal promise
- prophets announce restoration — Jesus brings the kingdom - Spirit empowers witness — Jesus returns — creation is renewed.

Visual kingdom timeline

CREATION - God is King; humanity represents Him. Genesis 1-2.

FALL - Humanity rebels; sin, death, exile, and disorder enter. Genesis 3.

PROMISE - The woman'’s offspring defeats the serpent; Abraham'’s family blesses nations. Genesis 3:15; 12:1-3.
EXODUS AND SINAI - God defeats Pharaoh and forms a kingdom of priests. Exodus 1-20.

DAVID - God promises an enduring royal Son. 2 Samuel 7.

EXILE AND HOPE - Kingdom collapses; prophets promise King, Son of Man, Servant, covenant, Spirit, and renewal.
JESUS - The King teaches, restores, dies, and rises. Matthew—John.

ASCENSION AND PENTECOST - Jesus reigns and pours out the Spirit. Acts 1-2.

CHURCH AND MISSION - Gospel goes to the nations. Acts—Revelation.

RETURN AND NEW CREATION - Jesus raises, judges, defeats evil, and dwells with His people. Revelation 19-22.

Companion 3Nails guides

Biblical Timeline — place kingdom events in history.

Major Events of the Bible — review the events advancing the kingdom.

People and Places of the Bible — meet the people and locate the settings.

Bible Maps and Geography — trace Eden, Canaan, Jerusalem, exile, Galilee, Rome, and the nations.
The Covenants of Scripture — follow the promises carrying the kingdom story toward Jesus.
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Part One - God Is King

Creator and universal ruler

Everything belongs to God. He rules creation, nations, kings, history, life, death, and spiritual powers. His authority does not depend
upon recognition, and no rebellion can defeat His purpose. Genesis 1-2; Psalms 24; 47; 93; 103:19; Daniel 4:34-35; Acts 17:24-28.

Universal sovereignty and saving kingdom

God always rules over all things. Scripture also announces His kingdom in a special saving sense: God acts to defeat evil, rescue
people, establish justice, and restore creation. Jesus can therefore announce the kingdom has drawn near even though God has
always been King.

MEMORY ANCHOR
God has always been King, and His saving kingdom brings rebellious creation back under His righteous rule.
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Part Two - Humanity, Abraham, and Israel

Image-bearers and fall
Human beings receive delegated dominion under God. Adam and Eve reject His word and seek moral independence. Sin is rebellion

against the King and brings shame, broken relationship, frustrated work, exile, death, and disorder. God promises the woman’s
offspring will defeat the serpent. Genesis 1:26—3:24; Psalm 8.

Babel and human kingdoms

Babel centralizes pride and resistance: humanity seeks its own name rather than obediently filling the earth. God scatters them.
Genesis 11:1-9.

Abraham and the nations

God promises Abraham land, offspring, kings, a great name, and blessing for all families of the earth. The promise is not merely private
privilege; it advances worldwide blessing. Genesis 12:1-3; 17; 22.

Exodus and priestly kingdom

God defeats Pharaoh, rescues Israel, and calls the people His treasured possession, kingdom of priests, and holy nation. They are to
worship Him, practice justice and mercy, and display His character. The tabernacle reveals the divine King dwelling among them.
Exodus 1-20; 25:8-9; 40:34-38.

Land and responsibility

Land is gift, not permission for unfaithfulness. Israel’s ancient laws address worship, holiness, work, rest, justice, foreigners, poor
people, life, courts, and resources. They are not a ready-made constitution for modern nations but reveal that God’s reign concerns the
whole of life.

Connection to Jesus: Jesus is the last Adam, Abraham’s promised offspring, faithful Israel, and King who blesses the nations.
Romans 5; Galatians 3; Colossians 1.

Memory anchor: God rescues a people to display His reign and bring blessing to the nations.
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Part Three - Human Kings and Davidic Promise

Judges and demand for a king

Judges cycles through rebellion, oppression, crying out, deliverance, and relapse. “Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” Israel
asks for a king like the nations, combining a real leadership need with rejection of God. Samuel warns kings may take people, property,
produce, and freedom. Judges 2; 17:6; 21:25; 1 Samuel 8.

Saul, David, and Solomon

Saul's appearance cannot replace obedience. David trusts God and establishes Jerusalem yet commits grave sins involving adultery,
deception, power, and Uriah’s death. Solomon builds the temple and displays wisdom and peace, then turns to idolatry. No human king
solves the heart’s rebellion.

Davidic covenant

God promises David a royal house, an offspring, Father-Son relationship, discipline for disobedient descendants, and an enduring
throne. Psalms and prophets develop hope for the perfect Davidic King. 2 Samuel 7; Psalms 2; 72; 89; 110; Isaiah 9; 11; Micah 5.

Connection to Jesus: Jesus is Son of David, wiser than Solomon, greater than the temple, and King whose reign never ends.
Matthew 1:1; 12:6, 42; Luke 1:26-33.
Memory anchor: Israel’s kings fail, but God promises David a righteous Son whose reign will never end.
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Part Four - Prophets, Exile, and Daniel

Divided kingdoms and prophetic confrontation

Israel and Judah experience idolatry, corrupt worship, injustice, political instability, and foreign threat. Prophets demand worship,
righteousness, mercy, honest courts, care for the poor, rejection of idols, and trust in God. Isaiah 1; Amos 5; Micah 6; Jeremiah 7.

Day of the LORD

Depending on context, the Day of the LORD may describe historical judgment, rescue, the defeat of evil, final judgment, or cosmic
renewal. Read each occurrence in its own setting. Joel 2; Amos 5; Zephaniah 1-3; Malachi 4; 1 Thessalonians 5; 2 Peter 3.

Exile and hope

Assyria ends northern Israel in 722 BC; Babylon destroys Jerusalem and the temple in 586 BC. Yet prophets promise a Davidic King,
suffering Servant, Shepherd, Son of Man, new covenant, Spirit, forgiveness, restored people, nations coming to God, and new creation.
Isaiah 9; 11; 42; 53; Jeremiah 23; 31; Ezekiel 34; 36—-37; Zechariah 9.

Daniel’s kingdoms

Daniel portrays temporary human empires as a statue and beasts. A stone not cut by human hands becomes a mountain filling the
earth; God’s kingdom will never be destroyed. One like a Son of Man receives authority, glory, service from all peoples, and everlasting
dominion; the saints share the kingdom. Daniel 2; 7.

Connection to Jesus: Jesus uses Son of Man for His authority, suffering, vindication, return, and reign. Mark 2:10; 8:31; 10:45; 13:24—
27; 14:61-64.

Memory anchor: Human empires rise and fall; the Son of Man receives an everlasting kingdom.
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Part Five - Jesus Announces and Demonstrates the Kingdom

The announcement

John calls people to repent because the kingdom is near. Jesus proclaims: the time is fulfilled, the kingdom has drawn near, repent,
and believe the gospel. God’s promised moment arrives in the King. Matthew 3-4; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:14-21.

Kingdom of God and kingdom of heaven

Matthew often says kingdom of heaven; Mark and Luke usually say kingdom of God. They generally refer to the same kingdom, not two
separate ones. “Heaven” emphasizes the source of God'’s rule; the phrase does not mean only a destination after death.

Kingdom and gospel

The gospel announces Jesus’ identity, teaching, works, atoning death, burial, resurrection, exaltation, forgiveness, Spirit, present reign,
future return, and the call to repent and believe. It is more than political reform or self-improvement.

Signs of the kingdom

e Authoritative teaching — Jesus reveals God'’s will and calls disciples. Matthew 5-7.

Healing — compassion, restoration, and preview of resurrection. Matthew 8-9.

Deliverance — demons are driven out, showing the kingdom has arrived. Matthew 12:22-30.

Forgiveness — Jesus addresses rebellion against God. Mark 2:1-12.

Nature — storms, water, food, and fish obey the Creator-King. Mark 4; 6.

Raising the dead — Jesus displays authority over the final enemy. John 11.

Table fellowship — sinners are welcomed and called to repentance. Luke 15; 19.

Dignity for overlooked people — women, children, poor people, Gentiles, Samaritans, sick and excluded people receive attention
and mercy.

Not every sick person was healed during Jesus’ earthly ministry, and faithful Christians still suffer while awaiting resurrection. The
kingdom'’s presence does not guarantee complete health now.

Memory anchor: The kingdom draws near because the King has come; His words and works reveal authority, compassion, holiness,
and restoration.
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Part Six - Kingdom Character and Parables

Sermon on the Mount

The Beatitudes bless the poor in spirit, mourning, meek, righteousness-hungry, merciful, pure, peacemaking, and persecuted. They do
not explain how to earn salvation; they describe the character, condition, and hope of kingdom people. Jesus addresses anger, lust,
truth, retaliation, enemies, generosity, prayer, fasting, money, anxiety, judgment, and obedience. Matthew 5-7.

Lord’s Prayer and seeking first

“Your kingdom come” asks for God's will to shape life now and for complete future fulfillment. Seeking first the kingdom means God’s
reign and righteousness outrank anxious devotion to material security; it does not forbid work, planning, saving, or responsible
preparation. Matthew 6:9-13, 25-34.

Parables at a glance

Sower — the kingdom word meets hard, shallow, crowded, and fruitful hearts. Matthew 13.

Wheat and weeds — the kingdom is present while evil remains; final judgment belongs to God.

Mustard seed and leaven — the kingdom begins small or hidden and grows beyond expectation.

Treasure and pearl — the kingdom surpasses every competing treasure.

Net — wide gathering ends in righteous judgment.

Unforgiving servant — recipients of mercy must extend mercy. Matthew 18.

Workers — grace overturns human calculations of deserving. Matthew 20.

Wicked tenants — privilege does not excuse rejecting God’s Son. Matthew 21.

Wedding banquet — invitation is gracious and demands genuine response. Matthew 22.

Virgins and talents — await the King with readiness and faithful stewardship. Matthew 25.

Sheep and goats — the returning Son of Man judges; interpretations of “least of these” differ, but faithful response and mercy
matter.

FORGIVENESS GUARDRAIL

Forgiveness releases personal vengeance to God. It does not erase consequences, restore trust automatically, forbid reporting
crimes, or require a victim to remain in danger.

Memory anchor: The kingdom begins quietly, grows powerfully, is worth everything, produces fruit, extends mercy, and ends in
judgment and restoration.
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Part Seven - Entering the Kingdom
REPENT AND BELIEVE

Turn from sin and trust the gospel. Mark 1:14-15.

BE BORN AGAIN

Ancestry, education, status, and reputation cannot create kingdom life; the Spirit gives birth from above. John 3:1-21.

RECEIVE LIKE A CHILD

Enter with humble dependence, not prideful achievement. Mark 10:13-16.

DO THE FATHER’S WILL

Calling Jesus “Lord” without practicing His words is false allegiance. Matthew 7:21-27.

HUMILITY

Greatness is not accumulated status; disciples receive the lowly and serve. Matthew 18.

WEALTH

Money can create false security. Possession is not automatically sin, but love of money, exploitation, hoarding, and trusting wealth
oppose kingdom allegiance. Mark 10; Luke 12; 1 Timothy 6.

POOR AND OVERLOOKED

Good news reaches people without earthly security. Poverty does not automatically save, but God opposes pride and exploitation and
cares for those society ignores. Luke 4; 6; James 2.

SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS

Religious comparison and visible respectability cannot replace humble repentance. Luke 18:9-14.
Memory anchor: The kingdom is received through repentance, faith, new birth, humility, and dependence upon grace.
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Part Eight - Cross, Resurrection, and Reign
Humble King

Jesus enters Jerusalem on a donkey, redefines greatness as service, and gives His life as a ransom. He does not seize the kingdom
through military force. Zechariah 9:9-10; Mark 10:35-45; Matthew 21.

King of the Jews

Jesus is mocked and crucified beneath a royal title, wearing thorns. Through apparent defeat He bears sin, reveals love and justice,
establishes covenant, defeats powers, forgives, reconciles, and creates peace. Isaiah 53; Mark 15; Romans 3; Colossians 2; Hebrews
2.

Resurrection
God raises Jesus bodily. His sacrifice is vindicated, death is defeated, new creation begins, and resurrection is promised to His people.
Matthew 28; Acts 2; Romans 1; 1 Corinthians 15.

Ascension and enthronement

Jesus ascends to the Father’s right hand, receives all authority, and reigns while enemies are placed under His feet. Psalm 110; Daniel
7; Matthew 28; Acts 1-2; Ephesians 1; Hebrews 1.
Memory anchor: Jesus conquers through sacrificial love, rises in victory, and reigns at the Father’s right hand.
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Part Nine - Spirit, Church, and Mission

Pentecost

The exalted Jesus pours out the Holy Spirit: He reigns, the promised Spirit has come, last-days mission begins, the gospel reaches
nations, and a Spirit-filled community forms. Joel 2; Acts 2.

Kingdom and church

The kingdom is God’s saving reign; the church is the people who belong to the King and bear witness. The church receives, proclaims,
displays, serves, suffers, and waits. It does not create the kingdom by human power and remains accountable because churches can
sin, divide, abuse, compromise, and fail.

Spirit-shaped life

The kingdom is righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. The Spirit produces love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control and gives gifts for serving the body. Romans 14:17; Galatians 5; Romans 12; 1 Corinthians 12
-14.

Mission

Jesus sends disciples to proclaim Him, call for repentance and faith, baptize, teach obedience, plant and strengthen churches, serve
vulnerable people, cross boundaries, endure suffering, and depend on the Spirit. Matthew 28; Acts 1:8; Revelation 5:9-10.

Memory anchor: The church belongs to the kingdom, proclaims the King, displays His character, and awaits His return.
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Part Ten - Already and Not Yet
Already

The King has come and reigns.

The kingdom has drawn near.

Satan is decisively defeated.

Sins are forgiven.

New covenant has begun.

Spirit has been poured out.

Eternal life has begun.

Gospel goes to nations.

Believers are transferred into Christ's kingdom.
New creation begins in Jesus’ resurrection.

Not yet

Sin and temptation remain.

Satan still deceives and opposes.

Creation groans.

Injustice and suffering continue.

Death remains.

The dead await resurrection.

Final judgment is future.

God’s reign is not universally acknowledged.
New creation is incomplete.

Two errors

Triumphalism acts as though believers should already possess complete health, success, or control. Despair acts as though Jesus has
not conquered or the Spirit has no present power. Christians live with realistic hope: suffering is real; Christ’s victory is certain.

Memory anchor: The kingdom is truly present, but only Jesus’ return brings complete fulfillment.
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Part Eleven - Kingdom Life and Earthly Powers

Daily allegiance

¢ Holiness — reject idolatry, immorality, greed, hatred, deception, exploitation, and persistent rebellion; pursue love, truth, purity,
humility, generosity, self-control, and justice.

e Justice and mercy — care for poor people, widows, orphans, foreigners, workers, prisoners, and those harmed by injustice. Gospel
and mercy belong together.

e Peacemaking — seek truth, justice, reconciliation, and protection; never conceal abuse or pressure victims into unsafe contact.

e Generosity — work honestly, provide responsibly, share, practice contentment, and reject trust in wealth.

e Suffering — expect hardship while enduring in the hope that the King will make all things right.

Government under God

Authorities can restrain wrong and administer order but may become idolatrous, violent, corrupt, or demanding of ultimate allegiance.
Christians ordinarily respect lawful authority; when commanded to disobey God, they must obey God rather than people. Romans 13; 1
Peter 2; Acts 4-5; Revelation 13.

No party is the kingdom

No party, nation, ideology, government, or candidate equals God's kingdom. Christians should not give leaders the devotion, moral
immunity, or hope belonging to Jesus. Political participation should reflect truth, justice, life, vulnerable people, integrity, humility, peace,
and accountability.

Not advanced by force

Jesus’ kingdom does not derive authority or power from rebellious worldly systems and is not established by forced conversion or
conquest. Christians differ over military service, policing, defense, and just-war reasoning; all should reject personal vengeance and
affirm enemy love and God'’s final judgment. Matthew 26:47-54; John 18:33-38.

Memory anchor: Earthly governments are temporary and accountable; Jesus alone is the perfect and eternal King.
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Part Twelve - Return and New Creation

Return, resurrection, judgment

Jesus returns personally, visibly, gloriously, and victoriously. The dead are raised; believers receive imperishable bodies; Jesus judges
with perfect truth and justice. Matthew 24; Acts 1; John 5; 1 Corinthians 15; 1 Thessalonians 4; Revelation 19-20.

Evil defeated and creation renewed

Satan, death, and every opposing power are finally defeated. New Jerusalem comes down; God dwells with His people; death,
mourning, crying, pain, and curse are removed; river and tree of life appear; nations are healed. Isaiah 65; Revelation 21-22.

Kingdom handed to Father

Christ reigns until every enemy, including death, is defeated, then subjects all things to the Father so God may be all in all. This
describes completed messianic purpose, not Jesus ceasing to be divine or honored. 1 Corinthians 15:20-28.
Memory anchor: The returning King raises the dead, judges evil, renews creation, and dwells with His people forever.
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Common Questions and Misunderstandings
ONLY HEAVEN AFTER DEATH?

No. Believers who die are with Christ while awaiting resurrection; kingdom hope includes present reign, Spirit, mission, return,
resurrection, judgment, and renewed creation.

ONLY FUTURE?

No. Jesus says the kingdom has drawn near, yet teaches us to pray for its coming.

ONLY PRESENT?

No. Death, sin, injustice, and rebellion remain until Jesus returns.

SAME AS CHURCH?

No. Kingdom is God'’s reign; church is the community belonging to and witnessing to the King.

A CHRISTIAN GOVERNMENT?

No earthly government is the kingdom. Just laws matter, but elections, laws, armies, or national identity cannot produce God’s final
reign.

IGNORE SOCIETY?

No. Kingdom allegiance produces neighbor love, justice, mercy, honest work, peace, and truth without confusing social progress with
final fulfillment.

HEALTH AND WEALTH GUARANTEED?

No. Christians pray boldly, but faithful believers still suffer and await bodily redemption. Romans 8; 2 Corinthians 4; 12; 1 Timothy 5:23;
2 Timothy 4:20.

ONLY PERSONAL SALVATION?

No. Personal reconciliation is essential, while the kingdom also includes a transformed people, justice, mission, defeat of evil,
resurrection, and renewal.

ONLY SOCIAL JUSTICE?

No. The kingdom produces justice but also confronts sin, reconciles through Christ, creates holiness, and promises supernatural
resurrection.

“WITHIN YOU” ONLY?

Luke 17:20-21 likely emphasizes the kingdom among the Pharisees in Jesus Himself; it transforms hearts but is not merely private
feeling.

SATAN DEFEATED OR ACTIVE?

Decisively defeated at cross and resurrection, yet still tempting and opposing until final judgment. Colossians 2; Ephesians 6; 1 Peter 5;
Revelation 20.
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Seven Days of Beginner Practice
Day 1 - Creator-King

Genesis 1:26-31; Psalms 24; 103:19. What belongs to God, and what responsibility does humanity receive?
Day 2 - Priestly Kingdom

Exodus 19:1-8; Deuteronomy 10:12—-22. What has God done, and what kind of people should Israel be?
Day 3 - Davidic King

2 Samuel 7:8-17; Psalm 2; Luke 1:26-33. How does Jesus fulfill the promise?

Day 4 - Kingdom Arrives

Mark 1:14-28; 2:1-12. What response and authority appear?

Day 5 - Kingdom Character

Matthew 5:1-16; 6:9-13, 25-34. What does seeking first mean?

Day 6 - Cross and Resurrection
Mark 10:35—-45; 15:16-39; 16:1-8. How does Jesus redefine power and victory?
Day 7 - Completion

1 Corinthians 15:20-28; Revelation 21:1-5, 22—-27. Which enemies fall and what is renewed?
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Review and Reflection

What is God’s kingdom?

How do sovereignty and saving reign differ?
How is sin rebellion against the King?

How do Abraham and Israel serve the nations?
Why can human kings not cure sin?

What does God promise David?

What do prophets and Daniel reveal?

Why does the kingdom draw near in Jesus?
How do Jesus’ works reveal the reign?

What character does the Sermon describe?
How is the kingdom received?

How do cross, resurrection, and ascension reveal the King?
How are church and kingdom related?

What does already and not yet mean?

Why is no government the kingdom?

What happens at Jesus’ return?
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Part Thirteen - Want to Go Deeper?
MALKUTH AND BASILEIA

Hebrew malkuth and Greek basileia can emphasize kingship, reign, authority, realm, or kingdom. Context chooses the sense; do not
pour the entire semantic range into one verse.

OLD TESTAMENT FOUNDATION

The exact phrase “kingdom of God” is less prominent in the Old Testament, but creation, exodus, covenant, priestly nation, David, Zion,
Day of the LORD, Messiah, Son of Man, restoration, and new creation prepare Jesus’ announcement.

KINGDOM, COVENANT, TEMPLE, EXODUS

Covenant emphasizes binding promise and relationship; kingdom, divine reign; temple, presence; exodus, victory and rescue. These
converge in Jesus. See the companion Covenants guide.

DANIEL’S EMPIRES

Many identify Daniel’s broad sequence as Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome, though details and end-time correspondences
differ. The clear message: empires are temporary; beastly pride is judged; Son of Man and saints receive the kingdom.

KING AND SUFFERING SERVANT

Jesus joins Davidic victory and Isaiah’s sin-bearing Servant. His kingdom conquers through cross, resurrection, and exaltation. Isaiah 9;
11; 53; Philippians 2.

INAUGURATED ESCHATOLOGY

The kingdom is inaugurated—begun through Jesus—but awaits completion. This explains present kingdom statements alongside future
inheritance and resurrection.

WITHIN OR AMONG

Luke 17:20-21 likely emphasizes the kingdom in their midst in Jesus, not a merely private feeling.

KINGDOM SUFFERS VIOLENCE

Matthew 11:12 may mean forceful advance, suffering violence, or violent seizure. Read with John’s imprisonment and Luke 16:16; do
not build aggressive practice on a disputed phrase.

KEYS OF THE KINGDOM

Matthew 16 and 18 involve delegated authority. Traditions differ about Peter, apostles, gospel, discipline, and church teaching. Jesus
remains supreme owner and Lord.

ISRAEL AND ACTS 1

Christians differ about Israel, twelve tribes, land, Romans 9-11, and future restoration. Acts 1 redirects timetable curiosity toward Spirit-
empowered witness without fully answering every question.

PAUL AND INHERITANCE

Paul teaches present transfer into Christ's kingdom, Spirit-shaped life, future inheritance, resurrection, and warning against persistent
rebellion. Grace transforms without making moral perfection the basis of salvation.

MIRACLES TODAY

Continuationists expect miraculous gifts; cessationists see some signs as especially apostolic; others stand between. All should pray,
test claims, honor Scripture, avoid exploitation and blame, and not discourage medical care.

SPIRITUAL WARFARE

Christ’s victory, truth, righteousness, faith, salvation, Word, prayer, watchfulness, and community are central. Not every illness or
conflict is direct demonic activity.

SOCIAL ACTION AND CULTURE

Gospel proclamation and neighbor love belong together. Christians differ on withdrawal, transformation, faithful presence, political
engagement, prophetic critique, and alternative communities. Test each approach by Jesus, holiness, truth, justice, humility, and love.
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Major Kingdom and Millennial Frameworks

Faithful Christians agree that Jesus reigns, will return, raise the dead, judge evil, and renew creation. They differ about present kingdom
growth, Israel, tribulation, return, and Revelation 20.
Historic premillennialism

Typical sequence: church age — tribulation/intense opposition — Christ returns — resurrection and millennium — judgment and new
creation. It expects Jesus before the millennium, often expects the church to endure tribulation, and usually keeps fewer Israel-church
distinctions than dispensationalism.

Dispensational premillennialism

Many forms: church age - rapture/gathering — tribulation - visible return — millennium - judgment and new creation. It emphasizes
Israel-church distinctions and future national, land, and kingdom promises. Classical, revised, and progressive forms differ; not all use
the same rapture timing.

Amillennialism

Typical sequence: present church age/symbolic millennium - Christ returns — general resurrection and judgment — new creation.
Revelation 20’s thousand years symbolizes Christ’'s present heavenly reign; good and evil continue together until His return.

Postmillennialism

Typical sequence: church age — extended widespread gospel influence — Christ returns - resurrection, judgment, new creation. It
expects extensive gospel success before Christ's return; millennium may describe a long era rather than exactly 1,000 years.

Approaches to Revelation
Preterist emphasizes first-century fulfillment; historicist, successive church history; futurist, events near return; idealist, recurring
symbolic conflict. Many combine features.
COMMON GROUND
Jesus is King; He died and rose bodily; He reigns; He will return; evil will be judged; the dead will rise; God will complete the kingdom
and renew creation. Timelines should not become tests of salvation or reasons for hostility.

Rapture timing

Christians agree believers will be gathered to Christ but debate pretribulation, midtribulation, prewrath, posttribulation, or a gathering
inseparable from the public return. Matthew 24; 1 Corinthians 15; 1 Thessalonians 4; 2 Thessalonians 2. The practical call is comfort,
wakefulness, holiness, endurance, discernment, service, and hope.

Revelation’s kingdom message

The Lamb confronts dragon and beasts; faithful withess opposes empire; New Jerusalem contrasts Babylon. Revelation calls believers
to worship, reject idols, resist compromise, endure, testify, trust the Lamb, and hope in new creation—not merely decode headlines.
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A Responsible Kingdom-Study Process

¢ Read the full passage.

¢ |dentify speaker, audience, and biblical period.

Ask whether sovereignty, saving action, King, character, entry, mission, present experience, future inheritance, judgment, or
renewal is emphasized.

Examine creation, exodus, David, prophecy, Daniel, covenant, temple, and restoration background.

Distinguish already from not yet.

Keep Jesus'’ life, cross, resurrection, ascension, reign, and return central.

Distinguish kingdom from earthly politics.

Compare faithful interpretations.

e Return to worship, obedience, mission, and hope.

Reusable worksheet

Passage, speaker, audience, and setting:
What does kingdom mean here?
Sovereignty or saving reign?

Present, future, or both?

What Old Testament background?

What does it reveal about the King?

How does Jesus fulfill it?

What response and value are required?
How do Spirit and church relate?

What political misunderstanding should be avoided?
What details are debated?

How should this shape life?

Practice example - Matthew 12:22-30

Jesus delivers a demon-oppressed man. When leaders accuse Him of demonic power, Jesus says a divided kingdom cannot stand and
that casting out demons by God'’s Spirit means God’s kingdom has come upon them. The already: the King invades Satan’s domain.
The not yet: opposition continues until final judgment.
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What to Read Next

Genesis 1-3; 11-12 — creation, rebellion, Babel, Abraham.
Exodus 1-20 — victory, rescue, priestly nation.

1-2 Samuel — Saul, David, and royal promise.

Psalms 2; 47; 72; 89; 93; 96-99; 110 — King and Messiah.
Isaiah 9-11; 40-55 — King, Servant, restoration.

Daniel 2; 7 — empires and everlasting reign.

Matthew and Mark — kingdom teaching, works, cross.
Luke—Acts — Jesus and Spirit-empowered mission.

1 Corinthians 15 — resurrection and defeat of death.

e Revelation — Lamb, Babylon, judgment, new creation.

Final encouragement

The kingdom is good news: Jesus welcomes sinners, confronts hypocrisy, restores, forgives, serves, gives His life, rises, reigns, gives
the Spirit, sends His people, and will return. Every false kingdom falls, evil is exposed, enemies are defeated, the dead are raised, and
creation is renewed.

FINAL MEMORY ANCHOR
The King has come. The King has conquered. The King reigns. The King is coming again.

A prayer of response

Father, You are the eternal King. Forgive my misplaced hope in money, comfort, approval, power, politics, or self. Teach me to seek
Your kingdom, live by Your Spirit, serve others, proclaim Jesus, and remain faithful until He returns. Amen.
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A Call to Salvation

All people have sinned and resisted God'’s authority. We cannot enter the kingdom through behavior, knowledge, heritage, church
attendance, politics, success, or effort. Jesus, the promised King, lives without sin, dies for our sins, bears judgment, rises bodily,
reigns, and will return. Salvation is God'’s gift received by grace through faith. Read Mark 1:14-15; John 3; Romans 3:21-26; 6:23; 10:9
—13; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4; Colossians 1:13-20; Ephesians 2:8-10.

A simple prayer

Lord Jesus, | know that | have sinned and resisted Your authority. | cannot save myself. | believe You died for my sins and rose again.
Please forgive me, make me new, and bring me under Your loving rule. Fill me with Your Spirit and teach me to follow You as Savior
and King. Amen.

A prayer is not a magic formula. Jesus saves. If you have trusted Him, read Scripture, pray, and connect with a faithful local church
where the gospel is proclaimed and Christ is honored.

Use, share, and verify
Please verify all content through Scripture.

3Nails exists to help people know God by understanding His Word, recognizing Jesus throughout Scripture, and becoming lifelong
disciples who study the Bible with growing confidence.

Point people to God.

Reveal the heart of the Father.

Magnify Jesus.

Be grounded in Scripture.

Encourage readers to open their Bibles.
Build confidence, not dependence.

Rooted in Scripture — Pointing to Jesus
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