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BIBLE CONFIDENCE

The Case for the Bible

A beginner’s guide to the cumulative evidence for Scripture

KEY SCRIPTURE

“It seemed good to me also, having traced the course of all things accurately from
the first, to write to you in order, most excellent Theophilus; that you might know
the certainty concerning the things in which you were instructed.” — Luke 1:3-4
WEB

Simple - Clear - Scripture-grounded

THE SHORT ANSWER

Confidence in the Bible does not depend on one isolated argument, manuscript,
archaeological discovery, fulfilled prophecy, or personal experience. The case is
cumulative: preservation, historical rootedness, early testimony, unity, fulfillment,
Jesus’ view of Scripture, the resurrection, and Scripture’s transforming work
reinforce one another.
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WELCOME

A Positive Case for Scripture

Questions about the Bible often begin with objections: Has the text been changed? Does the Bible
contradict itself? Is it historically reliable? Who decided which books belong? What about difficult
moral passages? Those questions deserve careful answers, yet examining objections is only part of
the investigation.

A complete evaluation also asks what positive evidence supports confidence in Scripture, how early
the testimony about Jesus is, how well the Bible’'s message holds together, what Jesus taught about
Scripture, and what best accounts for the resurrection.

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTH

Christian confidence in Scripture is not meant to rest on fear, slogans, or an
unwillingness to ask questions. Biblical faith seeks understanding, welcomes truth,
and remains centered on Jesus Christ.

What this guide will help you do

Define trustworthiness

Distinguish textual, historical, literary, theological, moral, and spiritual
guestions.

Examine connected evidence
Consider several independent but reinforcing lines of evidence.

Respect proper limits
Avoid making one discovery prove more than it can.

Follow the case to Jesus
See how Scripture’s unfolding message reaches its center in Christ.
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BEGIN HERE

What Does “Trustworthy” Mean?

Textual trustworthiness
Does the text available today substantially represent what the biblical authors wrote?

Historical trustworthiness

Do the writings demonstrate a meaningful connection to real people, places, customs, rulers, and
events?

Literary trustworthiness

Are the books interpreted according to their genres, purposes, and ancient settings?

Theological trustworthiness

Does Scripture truthfully reveal God, humanity, sin, redemption, Jesus Christ, and salvation?

Moral and spiritual trustworthiness

Does Scripture reveal a coherent moral vision rooted in God’s character, and can it be relied upon to

teach truth, expose sin, lead people to Christ, and equip faithful living?

A CAREFUL BEGINNING

The goal is not to prove too much from too little. Follow each line of evidence as far
as it reasonably leads, then consider the combined case.
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PART ONE

The Nature of the Case

The case is cumulative

A rope gains strength from several strands woven together. In the same way, the case for Scripture
considers how manuscripts, history, testimony, unity, fulfillment, Jesus’ authority, the resurrection,
and transformation reinforce one another.

The case is historical, not mathematical

Written testimony and material evidence
Cultural background, dates, and locations

e Source proximity and corroboration
Explanatory power and competing explanations
e The assumptions brought to the evidence

The case requires humility

Some conclusions are established or highly probable; others remain possible or uncertain. Humility
matches confidence to the quality of the evidence without pretending that every explanation is equally
strong.

CASE PRINCIPLE

No line of evidence should be exaggerated, and no important line should be
ignored. Ask which explanation best accounts for the whole body of evidence.
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PART TWO - LINE ONE

The Bible’s Own Testimony

Scripture repeatedly presents its message as coming from God and carrying divine authority. The
prophets deliver the word of the Lord; Jesus appeals to what “is written”; the apostles describe
Scripture as God-breathed and connect its message to the Holy Spirit. See 2 Timothy 3:16-17 and 2
Peter 1:20-21.

The claim matters—but is not the only evidence

A document’s own claim is part of the evidence. Yet saying only, “The Bible is God’s Word because
the Bible says so0,” is incomplete as a public argument. Scripture’s self-testimony should be
considered alongside preservation, history, unity, fulfillment, testimony about Jesus, and spiritual
effects.

Human authors are not hidden

Divine inspiration did not erase human personalities. Biblical writers used different vocabularies,
styles, genres, research methods, and pastoral concerns. God worked through real people so that
Scripture communicates what He intended.

VERDICT

The Bible clearly claims divine authority while openly displaying human authorship.
That claim deserves examination, but the complete case includes more than the
claim alone.
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PART THREE - LINE TWO

The Preservation of the Text

The original physical pages are not presently known to exist. This is normal for ancient literature,
which generally survives through later handwritten copies. The relevant question is whether the
wording can be responsibly examined and substantially recovered.

Old Testament witnesses

e The Masoretic Text preserved through Jewish scribes
The Dead Sea Scrolls

The Samaritan Pentateuch

The Septuagint and other early translations

¢ Ancient quotations

The Dead Sea Scrolls include biblical manuscripts and fragments produced centuries before many
previously available Hebrew copies. Fragments representing every Hebrew Bible book except Esther
were found at Qumran. Some readings closely match the traditional Hebrew text; others preserve
differences that help trace transmission.

New Testament withesses

Greek manuscripts

Early translations

¢ Quotations in early Christian writings

¢ Lectionaries used in worship

e Manuscripts on papyrus, parchment, and paper

Codex Sinaiticus, generally dated to the fourth century, contains the earliest complete surviving copy
of the Christian New Testament. Earlier manuscripts preserve smaller portions.

Textual variants and textual criticism

A textual variant is a place where handwritten copies differ. Common variants involve spelling, word
order, repetition, omission, or clarification. Textual criticism compares witnesses to evaluate the
earliest recoverable wording. Significant variants are openly studied and often identified in translation
footnotes.

A quick example: Mark 1:2

Some later manuscripts read “in the prophets,” while earlier significant witnesses read “in Isaiah the
prophet.” Mark combines wording connected to Malachi 3:1 and Isaiah 40:3. The visible variant does
not change Jesus’ identity, Mark’s message, or a central Christian doctrine.

VERDICT

Copying produced identifiable variations. The unusually rich manuscript evidence
allows those variations to be examined rather than concealed and supports
substantial confidence that the biblical text has been faithfully preserved.
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PART FOUR - LINE THREE

Historical Rootedness

The Bible is not a modern history textbook, but its narratives are connected to named rulers, cities,
regions, family lines, empires, customs, institutions, and public events. Theological purpose does not
automatically make history unimportant or invented.

What archaeology can do

¢ [lluminate settlements, buildings, inscriptions, pottery, burials, trade, government, worship, and
daily life

e Support or clarify a setting

¢ Challenge an interpretation

e |Leave a question unresolved

Archaeology cannot directly prove that God spoke, forgave sin, performed a miracle, or inspired
Scripture. Material remains must be interpreted.

Example: the Babylonian exile

External evidence confirms the broader world in which Babylon conquered Judah, Judeans lived in
exile, Persia replaced Babylon, and Cyrus permitted restoration involving displaced peoples and
sanctuaries. This supports the historical framework without proving every sentence of Kings,
Chronicles, Ezra, or the prophets.

Example: the Cyrus Cylinder

The Cyrus Cylinder is a Babylonian account connected to Cyrus’s conquest of Babylon in 539 BC. It
does not mention the Jewish people or prove Ezra, but it illuminates a Persian policy consistent with
the kind of return and temple restoration described there.

When evidence is absent

An event is not automatically disproved because no surviving artifact mentions it. Most objects decay
and many records disappear. Yet missing evidence should not be treated as positive confirmation.
Sometimes the proper conclusion is simply that the evidence is incomplete.

VERDICT

The Bible is deeply rooted in identifiable historical settings. Archaeology and
external records illuminate and sometimes support those settings without
independently proving every event or theological claim.
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PART FIVE - LINE FOUR

Early Testimony About Jesus

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John proclaim theological truth while presenting Jesus as a person who
acted and spoke in history. They describe His Jewish and Roman setting, ministry, crucifixion under
Pontius Pilate, burial, empty tomb, and resurrection appearances.

The message appeared early

Paul’s letters were written within the first Christian generation and already proclaim Jesus as Messiah
and Lord, His crucifixion, burial, resurrection, appearances, saving work, and promised return. First
Corinthians 15:3-8 preserves a summary Paul had received and passed on.

Named withesses

e Peter, John, James, and Paul
¢ Mary Magdalene and other women at the tomb
e The Twelve and larger groups

Named witnesses do not automatically guarantee truth, but they connect the claims to identifiable
people rather than to an anonymous legendary past.

Differences and central agreement

The Gospels differ in selection, order, wording, emphasis, and detail. Difference does not
automatically mean contradiction, and responsible harmonization should not invent facts. Despite
variations, the accounts agree that Jesus proclaimed God’s kingdom, gathered disciples, was
crucified and buried, His tomb was found empty, and His followers proclaimed that He appeared
alive.

VERDICT

The central Christian message arose early and was attached to identifiable
witnesses. The Gospels preserve distinct but substantially coherent testimony
centered on Jesus’ identity, crucifixion, and resurrection.
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PART SIX - LINE FIVE

The Unity of Scripture

The Bible contains many books written across different periods and settings by kings, prophets,
priests, poets, fishermen, a physician, a tax collector, and church leaders. Its genres include
narrative, law, poetry, wisdom, prophecy, Gospel, letters, and apocalyptic literature.

The unfolding story

1.God creates all things and declares creation good.

2.Humanity rebels, bringing sin and death.

3.God promises that evil will not have the final word.

4.God calls Abraham and promises blessing to the nations.

5.God forms Israel, gives His law, and dwells among His people.

6.Israel repeatedly sins and needs forgiveness.

7.God promises a righteous King, new covenant, renewed hearts, and restoration.
8.Jesus comes as Messiah, bears sin, dies, and rises.

9.The Spirit empowers the church to proclaim the gospel.

10. Jesus will return, judge evil, raise the dead, and renew creation.

Themes that develop

¢ Creation and new creation

God'’s presence from Eden to the new creation
Covenant, sacrifice, kingdom, exodus, and temple
e Promise, redemption, and restoration

Progressive revelation

Progressive revelation means that God revealed His redemptive plan over time. Later Scripture

provides greater clarity without making earlier revelation false. Genesis introduces the promise that
evil will be defeated; covenant, law, and prophets develop the plan; the Gospels reveal Jesus; the

letters explain His work; Revelation shows the final defeat of evil and renewal of creation.

VERDICT

The Bible’s unity is not identical vocabulary or style. Its diverse books contribute to
one unfolding story of creation, rebellion, promise, redemption, and restoration
centered on Jesus Christ.

3Nails | The Case for the Bible Beginner Guide V1 | 9
Please verify all content through Scripture. To report a possible error, email 3NailResources@gmail.com.



PART SEVEN - LINE SIX

Promise and Fulfillment

Prophecy requires careful interpretation. Ask what a passage meant originally, whether it is direct
prediction, promise, recurring pattern, or typology, and how the New Testament uses it. Not every
connection should be labeled a direct prediction.

Major promises

Genesis 12:1-3: blessing to the nations through Abraham

2 Samuel 7: an enduring royal promise connected to David

Jeremiah 31:31-34: a new covenant with forgiveness and renewed hearts
Isaiah 52:13-53:12: the rejected, suffering, and vindicated servant

Micah 5:2: a ruler connected to Bethlehem

Pattern and typology

Typology means that God’s real earlier work forms patterns reaching a greater fulfillment in Christ.
Examples include Adam and Christ, exodus and salvation, David and the greater Son of David,
temple and God'’s presence in Christ, and Passover and the cross.

A quick example: Passover and Jesus

Exodus 12 records a real deliverance: a lamb died, its blood marked Israelite homes, judgment
passed over them, and God delivered His people from slavery. Later revelation identifies Jesus as the
Lamb of God. His final meal occurs in the setting of Passover, 1 Corinthians 5:7 calls Christ the
Passover sacrifice, and 1 Peter 1:18-19 describes redemption through His precious blood.

The Passover lamb was not Jesus, and the original event had real meaning for Israel. Yet the pattern
reaches a greater fulfillment: Jesus delivers from slavery to sin and death and brings new covenant
life. This illustrates both typology and progressive revelation.

Avoid careless claims

Do not ignore original context or genre.

Do not treat every verbal similarity as prediction.

Do not assign modern events without textual support.
Do not use unexplained mathematical probabilities.

¢ Give priority to the New Testament’s own interpretation.

VERDICT

Biblical promise and fulfillment form meaningful evidence when original context,
literary form, and New Testament interpretation are respected. The strongest
pattern reaches its fulfillment in Jesus.
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PART EIGHT - LINE SEVEN

Jesus’ View of Scripture

The Gospels repeatedly present Jesus treating Israel’s Scriptures as authoritative. He answered
temptation with “It is written,” taught that Scripture cannot be broken, corrected people who did not
know Scripture, and said that Moses, the prophets, and the Psalms spoke concerning Him.

Authority and faithful interpretation

Jesus challenged traditions that nullified God’s commands, selective obedience, self-righteous
readings, rules used without mercy, and Scripture knowledge without love for God. Scripture’s
authority and faithful interpretation belong together.

Why Jesus’ view matters

11. The historical case concerns Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.
12. The resurrection supports His identity and authority.

13. Jesus treated Scripture as God'’s authoritative Word.

14. Confidence in Jesus therefore strengthens confidence in Scripture.

VERDICT

Jesus consistently treated Scripture as authoritative, enduring, and fulfilled in His
mission. Confidence in Jesus cannot be separated from serious attention to His
view of God’s Word.
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PART NINE - LINE EIGHT

The Resurrection of Jesus

Christianity stands or falls with the claim that God raised the crucified Jesus bodily from the dead.
Paul writes that if Christ has not been raised, Christian faith is empty.

The principal evidence

0 Jesus died by crucifixion
All four Gospels report His death and burial.

The message appeared early
First Corinthians 15 preserves resurrection testimony Paul had received.

Individuals and groups were named

Peter, the Twelve, James, Paul, women at the tomb, and larger groups appear
in the testimony.

The empty tomb belongs to the tradition
All four Gospels report it, prominently naming women as first witnesses.

Former opponents became withesses

Paul and James became prominent proclaimers associated with appearances
of Jesus.

Competing explanations

e Jesus did not actually die

e Grief experiences or hallucinations

The body was moved or stolen

Legend developed over generations

The disciples deliberately invented the message

Each proposal addresses part of the evidence but struggles to explain the whole: early proclamation,
varied appearance claims, the empty-tomb tradition, and the transformations of the witnesses.
Suffering alone does not prove a belief true, but deliberate inventors would know whether their central
claim was fabricated.
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VERDICT

The resurrection provides the most coherent explanation for the central body of
New Testament evidence. If Jesus rose, His identity, teaching, saving work, and
view of Scripture demand a response.

PART TEN - LINE NINE

The Transforming Work of Scripture

Scripture describes God’s Word as living and active, a light for the path, truth that sanctifies, seed
that produces fruit, a mirror that exposes the heart, and spiritual nourishment.

Meaningful supporting evidence

e Exposure of hidden sin and repentance

¢ Hope and endurance in suffering

¢ Reconciliation and forgiveness

e Courage, changed priorities, and growing character
Faith in Jesus and love for others

Transformation alone does not prove every belief. People associated with many beliefs report
change. Ask whether the change is consistent with truth, produces humility and holiness, leads
toward Jesus, and is supported by the other evidence.

The Holy Spirit and Scripture

The Spirit inspired the writings, opens understanding, convicts concerning sin, reveals Christ, and
produces spiritual fruit. Private impressions are still tested by context, the whole counsel of Scripture,
and the character of Jesus.

VERDICT

Scripture’s transforming effects provide meaningful supporting evidence when
joined to its truth claims. Genuine biblical transformation leads away from self-
exaltation and toward repentance, love, holiness, and trust in Jesus.
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PART ELEVEN

Questions and Honest Limits

Does this case prove every verse individually?

No. Broad confidence does not remove the need to study individual passages, chronology,
translation, genre, background, variants, and difficult moral material.

Does archaeology prove the Bible?

No. It can support or illuminate settings but cannot directly prove inspiration, forgiveness, atonement,
or resurrection.

Do variants mean corruption?

They show that copying has a history. The quantity of witnesses creates recorded differences and
supplies the evidence needed to compare them. Most are minor; significant ones are openly studied.

Is using the Bible to support the Bible circular?

Scripture’s self-testimony is relevant but should not be the only evidence offered publicly. At the
deepest worldview level, every system rests on foundational commitments; Christian reasoning also
examines public evidence and internal coherence.

What about difficult moral passages?

Moral objections involving conquest, servitude, warfare, judgment, women, imprecatory psalms,
penalties, suffering, hell, or exclusive truth claims deserve more than quick answers. Ask whether a
passage describes or commands, who is addressed, which covenant applies, whether a command is
universal, how later revelation clarifies it, how Jesus fulfills the story, and which moral standard is
being used.

Moral difficulty does not automatically establish contradiction or error, and painful passages should
not be minimized. The Bible on Trial provides a fuller framework for these questions, including
conguest, imprecatory psalms, slavery and servitude, divine judgment, and the relationship between
difficult Old Testament passages and Jesus.

What remains uncertain?

Not every question has a universally accepted answer. Mature confidence can include remaining
guestions and a willingness to continue learning.

FAIR CONCLUSION

Unresolved questions do not erase known evidence. Judge the case by what the
total evidence explains, not by whether every possible question has received a
final answer.
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PART TWELVE

Assembling the Cumulative Case

01

07

Self-testimony

Scripture makes a serious, coherent claim to divine authority; the claim is not
the only public evidence.

Textual preservation

The manuscript tradition supports substantial recovery of the text; preservation
alone does not prove inspiration.

Historical rootedness

The writings repeatedly connect to the real ancient world; background does not
verify every claim.

Early testimony

The message about Jesus arose within the first Christian generation; testimony
must still be evaluated.

Unity and fulfillment

The diverse canon unfolds one Christ-centered story; connections must respect
original context.

Jesus and resurrection

Jesus’ authority and resurrection stand at the center; historical reasoning
compares rather than experimentally repeats events.

Transforming power

Changed lives provide supporting evidence; transformation alone does not
prove every interpretation.
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THE COMBINED CONCLUSION

The Bible makes a coherent claim to divine authority, has been transmitted through
an examinable manuscript tradition, is rooted in history, preserves early testimony
about Jesus, unfolds a unified redemptive message, presents promises fulfilled in
Christ, carries the authority Jesus gave Scripture, centers on the resurrection, and
continues to transform lives through its truth.

PART THIRTEEN

A Case-Building Worksheet

Question being examined

Type of question: textual, historical, literary, theological, moral, philosophical, personal, or combined

Primary biblical passages

Genre, author, audience, setting, and purpose

Relevant manuscript, historical, literary, theological, or experiential evidence

Strongest objection stated fairly

Explanations being compared

Explanation accounting for the most evidence

What the evidence establishes

What remains uncertain

Current conclusion and confidence level
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Next research step

Spiritual response

WANT TO GO DEEPER?

An Intermediate Framework for the Case

(=]
=

Distinguish evidence from interpretation

Ask which interpretation best explains the evidence with the fewest
unsupported assumptions.

Use cumulative reasoning

Compare explanatory scope, power, plausibility, coherence, simplicity, and
alternatives.

Calibrate confidence

Hold central conclusions strongly while keeping possible harmonizations or
unclear chronologies provisional.

Distinguish internal and external evidence

Internal coherence and self-testimony interact with manuscripts, archaeology,
inscriptions, quotations, and historical references.

Understand self-authenticating authority

If Scripture is God’s Word, no higher authority can ultimately certify God; the
Spirit works through the text while public evidence remains valuable.

Distinguish canon from transmission

Canon asks which writings belong; transmission asks how their wording was
copied.
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Understand canon recognition

Apostolic connection, consistency, widespread use, and enduring recognition
guided a historical process; councils recognized rather than created inspired
books.

Apply historical method fairly

Evaluate date, proximity, witnesses, corroboration, setting, and explanatory
strength without exempting Scripture or imposing impossible standards.

Examine worldview assumptions

Beliefs about God, miracles, knowledge, morality, and history shape
interpretation.

Use probability carefully

Convergence can increase confidence, but exact mathematical claims require
justified data and assumptions.

Evaluate prophecy by category

Distinguish direct prediction, promise, typology, corporate representation,
multiple horizons, and canonical development.

Take moral objections seriously

Study context, covenant, judgment, vulnerability, development, Jesus, the
cross, and the moral standard being applied; consult The Bible on Trial for fuller
treatment.

Distinguish certainty from faithful knowledge

Responsible knowledge does not require exhaustive certainty; faith is trust in
the God revealed in Christ.

Keep the case connected to discipleship

First Peter 3:15 joins a reasoned defense to gentleness, respect, hope, and a
good conscience.
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INTERMEDIATE PRACTICE

Construct a three-page cumulative case: present the three strongest lines of
evidence, state and answer two strong objections fairly, then explain how the
resurrection and Jesus’ view of Scripture shape the conclusion. End with a
confidence level, one remaining question, one research step, and one spiritual
response.

PART FOURTEEN

The Verdict

¢ The Bible presents a coherent claim to divine authority.

e |ts text has been preserved through an extensive, examinable manuscript tradition.

e |ts writings are rooted in real historical settings.

e Testimony concerning Jesus’ death and resurrection appeared early.

¢ The Gospels provide distinct but substantially coherent testimony.

e Scripture’s diverse books form a unified redemptive story.

¢ Biblical promises and patterns reach fulfillment in Jesus.

¢ Jesus treated Scripture as authoritative and enduring.

¢ The resurrection provides the strongest explanation for the central Christian evidence.
e Scripture continues to reveal Christ and transform lives.

THE VERDICT OF THIS STUDY

No isolated piece of evidence establishes every Christian claim, and some
guestions require continued study. Yet the cumulative evidence provides
substantial reason to conclude that the Bible has been faithfully preserved, is
historically grounded, communicates a coherent redemptive message, and
deserves to be received as trustworthy Scripture.
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THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTION

What Will Be Done With Jesus?

The eternal Word who became human
The promised Messiah and Son of God
The image of the invisible God

The sinless Savior

The crucified and risen Lord

The reigning King and returning Judge
¢ The only way of reconciliation with God

The gospel announces

God is holy, loving, just, and Creator of all things. Humanity has rebelled against Him, and moral
effort cannot erase guilt. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, became truly human without ceasing to be
divine. He lived without sin, died for sinners, was buried, and rose bodily from the dead. Salvation is
God’s gift, received by grace through faith in Jesus Christ—not earned by works.

A RESPONSE

Turn to God in repentance. Trust Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Receive the
forgiveness and new life He gives. Read Scripture to know Him, follow Him in
obedience, and continue bringing honest questions to God’s Word.
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RESEARCH NOTES

Helpful Starting Points

Primary biblical passages

e Genesis 1-3; 12:1-3; Exodus 12:1-32

e 2 Samuel 7:8-16; Psalm 19; Psalm 22

e |saiah 52:13-53:12; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Micah 5:2

e Matthew 5:17-18; 22:29-32; 28:1-20

e Luke 1:1-4; 22:14-20; 24:1-49

e John 1:1-29; 5:39-47; 10:35; 20:1-31

e Acts 2:22-36; 17:10-12; 1 Corinthians 15:1-28

e 2 Timothy 3:14-17; 1 Peter 1:18-21; 2 Peter 1:16-21
e Revelation 21-22

Related 3Nails study

The Bible on Trial — a fuller examination of textual transmission, apparent contradictions, history,
canon, moral objections, Gospel testimony, and the resurrection.

Helpful public collections

e The Leon Levy Dead Sea Scrolls Digital Library — deadseascrolls.org.il

¢ Codex Sinaiticus Project — codexsinaiticus.org

¢ Center for the Study of New Testament Manuscripts — csntm.org

¢ British Museum: Cyrus Cylinder — britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_1880-0617-1941

SOURCE CAUTION

Begin with the biblical text. Read context. Check quotations and citations.
Distinguish evidence from interpretation. Compare responsible sources, give
greater weight to primary evidence, avoid sensational claims, and remain willing to
revise a conclusion.

SHARING NOTE

This guide may be shared freely for personal, church, or small-group use. It is
intended to support—not replace—careful reading of Scripture. Please do not sell,
alter, rebrand, or present the material as an authority equal to the Bible.

THE GOAL

Everything Points Back to Scripture

The purpose of this study is not merely to collect arguments about the Bible. The purpose is to
encourage careful thought, honest examination, and deeper confidence in God’s truth. Evidence
matters because truth matters. Truth matters because Jesus matters.

Everything points to God. Everything points to Jesus. Everything points back to Scripture.
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