
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

BIBLE FOUNDATIONS

Purpose
Knowing Why You Are Here, Understanding God's Will,

and Living Faithfully Where He Has Placed You

The Short Answer

The Christian life is not primarily a search for one hidden assignment that must somehow be discovered. Our ultimate purpose is already
revealed: to know God, glorify Him, become like Christ, love Him and others, and faithfully participate in what He is doing. God may give
different people different work, relationships, responsibilities, opportunities, ministries, abilities, and seasons. Those things can become
important expressions of our calling, but they are not the foundation of our purpose. Purpose begins with God.

Genesis 1:26-28 · Matthew 22:34-40 · Romans 8:28-29 · Ephesians 2:8-10 · Colossians 3:17, 23-24

Opening Memory Anchor

Purpose is not primarily something hidden that must be discovered.
It is a life of faithfulness to God that must be lived.
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PART ONE

ACCESSIBLE

START HERE

1. WHY DO PEOPLE ASK, "WHAT IS MY PURPOSE?"

Because human beings naturally want their lives to matter. We wonder: Why am I here? What should I do with my life? Am I
making the right choices? Does God have something specific for me to accomplish? Have I missed it? Am I wasting my life?
These are important questions. But Scripture begins somewhere deeper than: "What should I do?" It begins with: "Whose
am I?" Purpose begins with God because we were created by God and for God. Read Genesis 1:26-28 and Colossians
1:15-17.

2. DOES EVERY PERSON HAVE PURPOSE BECAUSE GOD CREATED HUMANITY?

Yes. Human worth is not earned through productivity, success, intelligence, wealth, health, influence, employment,
marriage, parenthood, ministry, or achievement. Human beings bear the image of God. Genesis 1:27 says God created
humanity in His image.

That means human dignity exists before accomplishment. A person who cannot work is not purposeless. A person whose
abilities have changed is not less valuable. A person who is unknown to the world is fully known by God. Our value begins
with the One who made us.

3. IS MY PURPOSE PRIMARILY ABOUT ME?

No. This is one of the most important corrections Scripture gives us. Modern conversations about purpose often begin with:
What makes me happy? What am I passionate about? What dream should I pursue? What will make my life meaningful?
Those questions may have a place. But biblical purpose begins with God. Romans 11:36 says everything is from Him,
through Him, and for Him. Our lives ultimately belong within His story-not the other way around.

4. WHAT IS HUMANITY'S ULTIMATE PURPOSE?

Scripture describes it in several complementary ways. We were created to: know God, glorify God, worship God, love God,
bear His image, love others, represent Him faithfully, do good,

and enjoy life with Him. These are not competing purposes. They describe different dimensions of a life centered on God.
Read Isaiah 43:7; Matthew 22:37-40; 1 Corinthians 10:31.

5. WHAT DID JESUS SAY MATTERS MOST?

Jesus was asked which commandment was greatest. He answered: Love God with all your heart, soul, and mind. Then:
Love your neighbor as yourself. See Matthew 22:34-40. That gives us an enormously important starting point. Before
asking: "What career should I have?" ask: "Am I learning to love God?" Before asking: "What is my great life assignment?"
ask: "Am I learning to love the people God has placed around me?"

MEMORY ANCHOR

Before purpose is an assignment, it is a relationship. Know God. Love God. Follow Jesus. Love people.

6. WHAT CHANGED WHEN SIN ENTERED THE WORLD?

Humanity's relationship with God was broken. Genesis 3 shows that sin distorted our relationship with: God, ourselves,
other people, work, creation, desire, and responsibility. Human beings still bear God's image, but sin affects how we live out
the purposes for which we were created. That is why purpose cannot ultimately be restored through self-discovery alone.
We need reconciliation with God.
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7. WHAT DOES THE GOSPEL HAVE TO DO WITH PURPOSE?

Everything. Jesus did not come merely to help us discover our potential. He came to save sinners. Through His death and
resurrection, those who trust Him are reconciled to God and brought into new life. Ephesians 2:8-10 beautifully connects
salvation and purpose. We are saved by grace through faith-not by our works. Then Paul says we are God's workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works God prepared for us. Grace comes first. Faithful living follows.

8. DOES THAT MEAN GOOD WORKS EARN SALVATION?

No. Ephesians 2 deliberately puts the order in the correct place. We are not saved BY good works. We are saved FOR a life
that produces good works.

Christian purpose is therefore not: "Do enough meaningful things so God will accept you." It is: "Because God has
graciously saved you in Christ, learn to walk faithfully with Him."

9. IS BECOMING LIKE JESUS PART OF OUR PURPOSE?

Yes. Romans 8:29 says God's people are being conformed to the image of His Son. God's purpose is not merely that we
accomplish tasks for Him. He is forming people who increasingly resemble Jesus. That includes growth in: love, holiness,
humility, faithfulness, patience, truth, mercy, courage, obedience, and dependence on God. Sometimes what God is doing
IN us is as important as what He is doing THROUGH us.

10. CAN WE SUMMARIZE BIBLICAL PURPOSE IN A SIMPLE FRAMEWORK?

Yes.

ULTIMATE PURPOSE

Know God Glorify God Become like Christ

SHARED CHRISTIAN CALLING

Love Worship Serve Make disciples Do good Live faithfully

PERSONAL STEWARDSHIP

Gifts Relationships Responsibilities Opportunities Work Resources Season of life

DAILY FAITHFULNESS

What has God given me to faithfully do today?

11. WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PURPOSE AND CALLING?

The words can be used in different ways, so we should not make the distinction more rigid than Scripture does. But this can
be a helpful framework: PURPOSE is foundational and shared. CALLING may describe particular ways that purpose is lived
out. For example, two Christians share the same ultimate purpose while having very different: careers, families, ministries,
abilities, locations, responsibilities, and opportunities. Their assignments may differ. Their ultimate purpose does not.

12. DOES EVERY CHRISTIAN HAVE A CALLING?

In the most important biblical sense, yes. Christians are called: to belong to Christ, to holiness, to love, to peace, to freedom
used faithfully, to suffer faithfully when necessary, and to proclaim God's goodness. See Romans 1:6-7; 1 Corinthians 1:2;
Galatians 5:13; Colossians 3:15; 1 Peter 1:15-16; 1 Peter 2:9. Before Scripture speaks about finding a special career
calling, it repeatedly speaks about being called to Christ and to faithful Christian living.

13. DOES GOD HAVE SPECIFIC THINGS FOR INDIVIDUAL PEOPLE TO DO?

Certainly. Scripture contains many examples of particular assignments. Moses was sent to Pharaoh. David became king.
Esther entered a unique moment of courage. Paul was called to apostolic ministry. Priscilla and Aquila served through
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hospitality, work, teaching, and ministry partnership. But we should be careful about turning extraordinary biblical callings
into a formula every Christian must reproduce. Not every faithful believer receives a dramatic moment announcing a lifelong
assignment.

14. SO AM I SUPPOSED TO "FIND MY PURPOSE"?

In one sense, your deepest purpose has already been revealed. You do not need to discover whether you are supposed to:
love God, follow Jesus,

love your neighbor, grow in holiness, serve others, do good, and glorify God. Scripture has already answered those
questions. What often requires discernment is how those commands should be faithfully lived out in your particular
circumstances.

15. CAN I ACCIDENTALLY MISS GOD'S ENTIRE PURPOSE FOR MY LIFE?

Christians can make foolish decisions. We can sin. We can ignore wisdom. We can waste opportunities. Our choices
genuinely matter. But Scripture does not portray God's purposes as so fragile that one imperfect career choice, move,
relationship decision, missed opportunity, or detour places a repentant believer permanently outside God's ability to work.
God is greater than our imperfect decision-making.

16. WHAT IF I CHOSE THE WRONG CAREER?

Then ask what faithfulness looks like now. Perhaps change is wise. Perhaps remaining where you are is wise. Perhaps new
opportunities will develop. Perhaps the work itself is not wrong at all, even if it was not what you originally imagined.
Scripture rarely treats occupation as the central definition of a person's identity. Your job may be an important stewardship.
It is not your Savior. And it does not contain the whole meaning of your life.

17. IS ORDINARY WORK MEANINGFUL TO GOD?

Absolutely. Colossians 3:23 teaches believers to work wholeheartedly as for the Lord. Scripture honors many kinds of
ordinary labor. We encounter: farmers, builders, craftsmen, merchants, fishermen, soldiers, government officials,
tentmakers, shepherds, homemakers, servants, businesspeople, teachers, and caregivers. Work does not become
spiritually meaningful only when it happens inside a church.

18. WHAT ABOUT HOMEMAKING, PARENTING, CAREGIVING, OR UNPAID WORK?

These can be deeply meaningful forms of stewardship. Our culture often measures importance by: income, title, visibility,
scale, or public recognition. God does not use those measurements. Caring for a child, helping an aging parent, supporting
a spouse, serving a neighbor,

managing a household, encouraging someone who is grieving, or faithfully tending responsibilities no one else notices may
carry enormous kingdom significance.

MEMORY ANCHOR

Visibility is not the measure of significance. Faithfulness is.

19. DOES GOD CARE WHAT CAREER I CHOOSE?

Yes-but Scripture usually gives us principles rather than a personalized job title. We should consider: Is the work morally
legitimate? Can I honor God in it? Does it allow me to fulfill responsibilities God has already given me? Am I acting wisely?
What are my abilities? What opportunities actually exist? What counsel have mature believers offered? What
responsibilities would this decision create? There may be several faithful options rather than one hidden correct answer.

20. WHAT DOES THE PURPOSE FRAMEWORK LOOK LIKE IN ORDINARY VOCATIONS?

Consider several people. A teacher may glorify God through excellent work, patience, truthfulness, care for students, wise
use of influence, and faithful relationships with coworkers. A business owner may glorify God through honesty, fair



Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

3Nails | Purpose: Knowing Why You Are Here, Understanding God's Will, and Living Faithfully Where He Has Placed You | Accessible + Deeper Study V1

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.

5

treatment, responsible leadership, good stewardship of money, creating useful products or services, and caring well for
employees and customers. A stay-at-home parent or caregiver may glorify God through patient service, teaching,
protection, encouragement, hospitality, household stewardship, and daily acts of love that few outsiders ever see. A retired
believer may glorify God through prayer, mentoring, generosity, hospitality, service, friendship, family involvement, and
wisdom shared with younger people.

Their daily activities look different. Their ultimate purpose does not. Each can ask: What has God entrusted to me in this
season, and how can I steward it faithfully? Rapid changes in work, technology, or the economy may change how someone
earns a living. They do not change the Christian's ultimate purpose.

21. DOES GOD HAVE ONE PERFECT CAREER, SPOUSE, HOUSE, CITY, OR LIFE PATH FOR ME?

Scripture does not teach Christians to live terrified that every major decision has only one secret correct option. God can
guide specifically. But biblical wisdom also gives genuine room for responsible choices. Sometimes several choices may be
morally faithful. The goal is not to decode a hidden blueprint. The goal is to walk with God in wisdom, obedience, prayer,
and trust.

22. HOW DO I KNOW GOD'S WILL?

Begin with what God has already revealed. Scripture clearly tells us that God's will includes: holiness, gratitude, doing good,
loving others, sexual purity, justice, mercy, humility, truthfulness, and becoming like Christ. See Micah 6:8; Romans 12:1-2;
1 Thessalonians 4:3; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. Before asking for hidden guidance, obey revealed guidance.

23. WHAT ROLE DOES SCRIPTURE PLAY IN GUIDANCE?

A foundational one. Psalm 119:105 describes God's Word as a lamp for our feet and a light for our path. Scripture does not
tell us the name of every employer we should work for or every city we should live in. But it shapes the kind of people we
become and gives the moral and spiritual framework within which decisions are made. God's guidance will never require
disobedience to God's Word.

24. WHAT ROLE DOES PRAYER PLAY?

Prayer brings our decisions before God. We can ask for: wisdom, clarity, humility, courage, provision, discernment, and
surrendered desires. James 1:5 tells believers to ask God for wisdom. Prayer is not merely asking God to approve what we
already want. It is also allowing Him to reshape what we want.

25. WHAT ROLE DOES WISE COUNSEL AND CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY PLAY?

A significant one. Proverbs repeatedly praises wise counsel. Other believers may notice: blind spots, strengths, risks,
motives, patterns, or possibilities

that we cannot see clearly ourselves. Christian community can also help test language such as: "God told me," "God is
calling me," or "This must be God's plan." Mature believers may help confirm gifting, identify character concerns, recognize
opportunities, or notice that enthusiasm has outrun wisdom. This is especially important when a decision affects other
people or involves significant ministry responsibility. Counsel does not replace personal responsibility. Church leaders do
not control every personal decision. But refusing all counsel can be a form of pride.

26. WHAT ABOUT CIRCUMSTANCES?

Circumstances matter, but they must be interpreted carefully. An opportunity can be providential without automatically being
God's command. A difficult circumstance does not automatically mean God wants us to quit. An easy circumstance does not
automatically mean God approves. Circumstances provide information. They do not replace Scripture, wisdom, prayer,
character, and discernment.

27. WHAT ABOUT "OPEN DOORS"?

The Bible sometimes uses door imagery for opportunities. See 1 Corinthians 16:9 and Colossians 4:3. But an open door is
not automatically God's will. Paul sometimes encountered opportunities accompanied by intense opposition. At other times,
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plans changed. An opportunity should still be evaluated biblically and wisely.

28. WHAT ABOUT DESIRES?

Desires matter. God created us with interests, abilities, personalities, and capacities. Psalm 37:4 is sometimes treated as
though God promises to provide whatever dream we desire. But delighting in the Lord changes us. Our desires increasingly
come under His authority. A desire may be worth exploring. It is not automatically a divine instruction.

29. DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT GUIDE BELIEVERS?

Yes. The Holy Spirit leads God's people, transforms us, gives wisdom, convicts of sin, illuminates Scripture, distributes gifts,
and empowers faithful living. See John 16:13-15; Romans 8:14; Galatians 5:16-25; 1 Corinthians 12. Christians differ on
how they understand some forms of personal guidance. But any claimed guidance should be tested rather than
automatically treated as God's voice. The Spirit of God will not contradict the Word He inspired.

30. WHAT IF I DO NOT FEEL GOD "TELLING ME" WHAT TO DO?

You can still make a wise decision. Faithfulness does not require constant impressions, signs, or extraordinary guidance.
Sometimes the decision-making process is: pray, study Scripture, seek wisdom, evaluate responsibilities, consider options,
make the wisest decision you can, and trust God as you move forward. That is not inferior Christianity.

31. WHAT DOES PROVERBS 3:5-6 MEAN?

It teaches us to trust the Lord rather than making ourselves the final source of wisdom. We acknowledge Him in our ways
and depend on His direction. It does not promise that every decision will become effortless or that God will provide
supernatural certainty before we act. Trust is often required precisely because we cannot see everything.

32. WHAT ABOUT JEREMIAH 29:11?

This verse is frequently applied to individual life planning. Its original setting matters. Jeremiah was writing to Jewish exiles
in Babylon. God promised that exile would not be the end of His covenant purposes for His people. The passage reveals
God's faithfulness and gives real hope. But it should not be reduced to: "God guarantees that every individual Christian's
personal plans will prosper." Read Jeremiah 29:1-14.

33. WHAT ABOUT ROMANS 8:28?

Romans 8:28 promises that God works in all things for the good of those who love Him and are called according to His
purpose. Verse 29 helps define that good: being conformed to the image of Christ. The promise is much deeper than:
"Everything will work out the way I want." God can work through circumstances we would never have chosen while
accomplishing purposes larger than our immediate comfort.

34. DOES "EVERYTHING HAPPENS FOR A REASON" ACCURATELY SUMMARIZE SCRIPTURE?

It can express trust in God's sovereignty, but the phrase can also become too simplistic. Scripture recognizes:

human sin, foolishness, injustice, suffering, evil, natural brokenness, and consequences. We should not casually tell
someone experiencing terrible suffering that God specifically caused the evil because He had a lesson to teach. The
stronger biblical hope is this: evil and suffering do not place us beyond God's redemptive power.

35. CAN SUFFERING HAVE PURPOSE?

Yes. God can use suffering to produce: endurance, maturity, compassion, dependence, perseverance, hope, and Christlike
character. See Romans 5:3-5; James 1:2-4; 2 Corinthians 1:3-7. But saying God can bring purpose THROUGH suffering is
not the same as claiming we always know WHY a particular suffering occurred.

36. WHAT IS THE GREATEST EXAMPLE OF GOD BRINGING REDEMPTION THROUGH EVIL?

The cross. Jesus was betrayed, falsely accused, abused, and crucified through human evil. Yet Acts 2:23 also places the
cross within God's redemptive plan. The worst act of human injustice became the means through which God accomplished
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salvation. The cross does not make evil good.

It demonstrates that evil cannot defeat God's redemptive purposes.

37. WHAT ABOUT JOSEPH?

Joseph's brothers sinned terribly against him. Years later Joseph told them: "You intended to harm me, but God intended it
all for good." See Genesis 50:20. Joseph did not say their evil intention was secretly righteous. He distinguished: their
intention for evil from God's ability to accomplish good. That distinction matters.

38. WHAT IF MY LIFE DID NOT TURN OUT THE WAY I EXPECTED?

Then your life is not automatically purposeless. Some dreams genuinely die. Some relationships end. Some careers
change. Health can alter our abilities. Responsibilities can redirect our plans. Grief can reshape an entire season. Biblical
purpose is strong enough to survive changed circumstances because its foundation is God-not the preservation of our
original plans.

39. WHAT IF I WASTED YEARS?

Bring those years honestly to God. Repent where repentance is needed. Grieve what was lost.

Learn what can be learned. Then ask what faithfulness looks like now. Paul had a past he deeply regretted. Peter failed
publicly. Moses spent decades in Midian before leading Israel. God's grace does not make the past meaningless. But the
past does not have to own the future.

MEMORY ANCHOR

You cannot faithfully live yesterday again. You can faithfully follow Jesus today.

40. WHAT IF I CAME TO CHRIST LATER IN LIFE?

Then begin where you are. The kingdom of God is not reserved for people who discovered their calling at twenty. A life
surrendered to Christ at sixty, seventy, eighty, or beyond still belongs to Him. There is no biblical expiration date on: prayer,
love, wisdom, encouragement, generosity, worship, discipleship, or faithfulness.

41. DOES RETIREMENT MEAN MY PURPOSE IS FINISHED?

No. Retirement from employment is a modern life arrangement. Retirement from following Jesus is not a biblical category. A
person's responsibilities and capacities may change dramatically.

But purpose can change expression without disappearing. Retirement may create new opportunities for: service, mentoring,
hospitality, prayer, family, community, learning, generosity, and discipleship.

42. WHAT ABOUT AGING?

Scripture honors faithful aging. Psalm 92:14 describes the righteous as continuing to bear fruit in old age. Titus 2 shows
older believers investing wisdom in younger believers. Aging may involve real losses. But dependence, prayer, wisdom,
testimony, encouragement, presence, and love remain meaningful forms of faithfulness.

43. WHAT IF ILLNESS OR DISABILITY CHANGES WHAT I CAN DO?

Your purpose is not measured by productivity. A person's ability to work, travel, serve physically, communicate, or live
independently may change. Their value before God does not. Sometimes faithfulness looks like doing. Sometimes it looks
like receiving help graciously. Sometimes it looks like enduring. Sometimes it looks like praying. Sometimes simply
continuing to trust God through weakness becomes a profound testimony.

44. WHAT ABOUT CAREGIVING SEASONS?

Caregiving can radically interrupt personal plans.
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It may involve caring for: children, a spouse, aging parents, a disabled family member, or someone facing serious illness.
Caregiving can be exhausting and largely invisible. It can also be deeply meaningful service. That does not mean caregivers
should never rest or seek help. Faithfulness includes recognizing human limitations.

45. ARE SPIRITUAL GIFTS CONNECTED TO PURPOSE?

Yes, but they are not identical to purpose. Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12, and 1 Peter 4 describe believers receiving different
gifts for serving others. Spiritual gifts remind us that God does not intend every Christian to serve in exactly the same way.
But a spiritual-gifts assessment cannot reveal the whole purpose of someone's life.

46. WHAT ELSE HELPS US UNDERSTAND PERSONAL STEWARDSHIP?

Consider: spiritual gifts, natural abilities, learned skills, relationships, responsibilities, experiences, resources, opportunities,
burdens, wisdom, needs around us, and our current season. None should be treated as an infallible formula.

Together they can help us ask: "What has God entrusted to me?"

47. WHAT ABOUT A CALL TO PASTORAL OR FORMAL CHURCH MINISTRY?

Scripture recognizes particular responsibilities within the church. Pastors, elders, deacons, teachers, missionaries, and
other ministry workers may serve in especially focused ways. But internal desire alone is not enough to establish
qualification for formal church leadership. Read 1 Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; Ephesians 4:11-16; Acts 13:1-3. Biblical
discernment should consider: character, doctrinal faithfulness, gifting, maturity, tested service, appropriate qualifications,
and recognition within Christian community. A person may sincerely desire ministry and still need time, growth, training, or
testing. Formal ministry is not a higher class of Christian purpose. It is one particular stewardship within the body of Christ.

48. CAN PAINFUL EXPERIENCES BECOME PART OF HOW GOD USES US?

Sometimes. Someone who has experienced grief may become unusually compassionate toward grieving people. Someone
who has experienced failure may become a wise mentor. Someone who has received mercy may become deeply merciful.
But suffering does not obligate someone to build a ministry around their trauma. God can redeem experiences without
requiring them to become a public identity.

49. ARE CHRISTIANS ALLOWED TO HAVE DREAMS AND AMBITIONS?

Yes.

Scripture does not condemn planning, creativity, excellence, enterprise, or aspiration. The deeper question is: Who rules the
dream? James 4:13-17 warns against planning as though we control the future. Christian ambition increasingly learns to
say: "If the Lord wills." That is not passivity. It is surrendered ambition.

50. CAN I WANT SUCCESS?

Yes-but define success carefully. There is nothing inherently sinful about wanting: a thriving business, meaningful work,
financial stability, creative achievement, a healthy family, education, or excellence. But success becomes dangerous when
it becomes: identity, master, idol, proof of worth, or justification for disobedience. Jesus asked what it profits someone to
gain the whole world and lose his soul. See Mark 8:36.

51. CAN SOMEONE BE CONTENT AND STILL WANT TO GROW, BUILD, ACHIEVE, OR CHANGE THINGS?

Yes. Biblical contentment is not passivity.

Paul could say that he had learned to be content in very different circumstances while also pressing forward faithfully in his
calling. Read Philippians 3:12-14; Philippians 4:10-13. Contentment says: "My peace, identity, and gratitude do not depend
upon obtaining the next achievement." Godly ambition says: "I will faithfully pursue worthwhile goals while submitting their
outcome to God." A Christian can want: growth, change, greater responsibility, a new opportunity, a stronger business,
better skills, or meaningful achievement without treating the present as worthless.
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MEMORY ANCHOR

Contentment receives today with gratitude. Godly ambition stewards tomorrow with faithfulness.

52. IS MONEY PART OF PURPOSE?

Money is part of stewardship. It can provide for needs, support family, help others, fund ministry, create opportunities, and
accomplish good. But Scripture repeatedly warns against loving money and trusting wealth. Purpose is not measured by net
worth. Money is a tool entrusted to us-not the meaning of our lives.

53. WHY DOES SOMEONE ELSE'S PURPOSE LOOK MORE IMPORTANT THAN MINE?

Because we often compare what is visible. A public ministry may look more important than quiet faithfulness.

A successful entrepreneur may appear more significant than a caregiver. A missionary may seem more spiritual than an
accountant. But the kingdom of God repeatedly overturns human status measurements. God sees faithfulness that crowds
never applaud.

54. WHAT DID JESUS TELL PETER ABOUT COMPARISON?

After Jesus spoke about Peter's future, Peter asked about John. Jesus essentially redirected him: "What is that to you? As
for you, follow me." See John 21:20-22. That is one of Scripture's clearest answers to purpose comparison. You are not
responsible for living someone else's assignment. Follow Jesus in yours.

55. DOES SOCIAL MEDIA MAKE PURPOSE COMPARISON HARDER?

It can. We often see: someone else's platform, achievement, ministry, travel, family, career, or success without seeing their
struggles, responsibilities, sacrifices, or ordinary days. Constant comparison can make ordinary faithfulness feel
insignificant. It is not. The Christian question is not: "Does my life look impressive beside theirs?"

It is: "Am I faithfully following Jesus?"

56. DO I NEED A LARGE IMPACT FOR MY LIFE TO MATTER?

No. Jesus often described God's kingdom through small things: mustard seeds, yeast, cups of water, faithful servants, quiet
generosity, and unnoticed obedience. Kingdom significance and public visibility are not the same thing.

57. WHAT ABOUT MAKING DISCIPLES AND GLOBAL MISSION?

Jesus commanded His followers to make disciples of all nations. See Matthew 28:18-20. This mission belongs to the whole
church. Not every Christian will become a missionary, pastor, teacher, or evangelist by vocation. But every Christian
participates in God's mission through some combination of: witness, prayer, service, teaching, hospitality, giving,
encouragement, discipleship, supporting and sending missionaries, welcoming people from other cultures, and faithful
presence. Some believers may be called to cross-cultural missionary service.

Others help make that service possible. The Great Commission belongs to the whole church even though different believers
participate in different ways.

58. DOES PURPOSE HAPPEN ONLY IN "BIG MOMENTS"?

Usually not. Most Christian faithfulness happens in ordinary days. Getting up. Praying. Working. Serving. Keeping promises.
Speaking truth. Showing patience. Caring for people. Resisting temptation. Forgiving. Giving. Learning. Repenting.
Encouraging. Worshiping. Following Jesus again tomorrow. A faithful life is usually built through thousands of ordinary acts
of obedience.

59. WHAT QUESTION CAN I ASK WHEN I FEEL UNCERTAIN ABOUT MY PURPOSE?

Instead of only asking: "What am I supposed to do with my entire life?" ask:
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"What has God already made clear?" "What responsibilities has He entrusted to me?" "Who has He placed around me?"
"What opportunities are actually in front of me?" "What would wisdom look like?" "What would love require?" "What would
obedience require?" "What is the next faithful thing?"

MEMORY ANCHOR

You may not know everything God will ask of you tomorrow. You can still be faithful with what He has entrusted to you
today.

60. WHAT IS A SIMPLE PURPOSE PATH?

KNOW GOD.

Remain rooted in Scripture, prayer, worship, and the Gospel.

FOLLOW JESUS.

Let His character increasingly shape yours.

LOVE PEOPLE.

Pay attention to the people God has placed around you.

STEWARD WHAT YOU HAVE.

Use your gifts, time, abilities, opportunities, relationships, and resources faithfully.

SEEK WISDOM.

Pray, study Scripture, seek counsel, remain connected to Christian community, and make thoughtful decisions.

DO THE NEXT FAITHFUL THING.

You do not need the next thirty years explained before obeying God today.

TRUST GOD WITH WHAT YOU CANNOT SEE.

He is God.

You are not. That is good news.

REVIEW - PART ONE

61. WHAT ARE THE FOUR LEVELS OF THE PURPOSE FRAMEWORK?

Ultimate Purpose Shared Christian Calling Personal Stewardship Daily Faithfulness

62. WHAT IS OUR ULTIMATE PURPOSE?

To know God, glorify Him, and increasingly become like Christ.

63. WHAT IS SHARED CHRISTIAN CALLING?

The life God calls His people collectively to live: love, worship, service, holiness, good works, discipleship, witness, and
faithfulness.

64. WHAT IS PERSONAL STEWARDSHIP?

The particular gifts, relationships, responsibilities, resources, opportunities, work, and season God has entrusted to an
individual.



Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

3Nails | Purpose: Knowing Why You Are Here, Understanding God's Will, and Living Faithfully Where He Has Placed You | Accessible + Deeper Study V1

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.

11

65. WHAT IS DAILY FAITHFULNESS?

Living obediently with what God has placed before us today.

66. DOES PURPOSE EQUAL CAREER?

No.

67. DOES PURPOSE END WHEN EMPLOYMENT ENDS?

No.

68. DO SPIRITUAL GIFTS REVEAL SOMEONE'S ENTIRE PURPOSE?

No.

69. IS EVERY OPEN DOOR GOD'S WILL?

No.

70. DOES UNCERTAINTY MEAN GOD HAS ABANDONED US?

No.

71. CAN THERE BE MORE THAN ONE FAITHFUL OPTION IN A DECISION?

Yes.

72. CAN GOD REDEEM YEARS AFFECTED BY FAILURE, SIN, LOSS, OR POOR DECISIONS?

Yes.

73. IS VISIBLE INFLUENCE THE MEASURE OF KINGDOM SIGNIFICANCE?

No.

74. WHAT IS THE CENTRAL QUESTION OF DAILY PURPOSE?

What has God given me to faithfully do today?

KEY DISTINCTIONS

PURPOSE

Why we ultimately exist under God.

CALLING

How Scripture describes belonging to Christ and living faithfully before Him; it may also be used for particular assignments.

CAREER

One possible arena of stewardship.

GIFTS

Abilities God can use for the good of others.

GUIDANCE

God's direction, sought through Scripture, prayer, wisdom, counsel, Christian community, providence, and dependence on
the Holy Spirit.
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AMBITION

Desire for achievement or accomplishment that must remain surrendered to God.

CONTENTMENT

Grateful trust in God that does not make present peace dependent upon future achievement.

SUCCESS

Not merely visibility or achievement, but faithfulness to God.

STEWARDSHIP

Faithfully managing what God has entrusted to us.

FAITHFULNESS

Obediently following God with what is actually before us.

FILL IN THE BLANKS

75. PURPOSE BEGINS WITH \_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_.

God.

76. WE ARE SAVED BY GRACE, NOT BY \_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_.

Works.

77. CHRISTIANS ARE BEING CONFORMED TO THE IMAGE OF \_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_.

Christ.

78. VISIBILITY IS NOT THE MEASURE OF \_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_.

Significance.

79. BEFORE ASKING FOR HIDDEN GUIDANCE, OBEY GOD'S \_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_ GUIDANCE.

Revealed.

80. PURPOSE CAN CHANGE \_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_ WITHOUT DISAPPEARING.

Expression.

81. WE ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR FOLLOWING \_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_ RATHER THAN COMPARING OUR

ASSIGNMENT WITH SOMEONE ELSE'S.

Jesus.

82. WE DO NOT NEED THE NEXT THIRTY YEARS EXPLAINED BEFORE OBEYING GOD

\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_. Today.

WANT TO GO DEEPER?

PART TWO
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DEEPER STUDY

83. DOES THE BIBLE ACTUALLY USE THE WORD "PURPOSE" THE WAY MODERN CHRISTIANS DO?

Not always. Modern Christian speech often uses "purpose" to mean: my unique life mission, my career calling, or the one
special thing God created me to accomplish. Biblical words translated as purpose, plan, counsel, will, calling, work, and
service appear in different contexts and do not all mean the same thing. That is why we should build our theology from the
passages themselves rather than assuming every biblical use of "purpose" means "personal life assignment."

84. WHOSE PURPOSE RECEIVES THE GREATEST EMPHASIS IN SCRIPTURE?

God's. Scripture repeatedly speaks about:

God's purposes, God's counsel, God's plan, God's will, God's kingdom, God's glory, and God's redemptive work. See Isaiah
46:9-10; Ephesians 1:9-11; 2 Timothy 1:9. Biblical purpose is therefore fundamentally God-centered.

85. WHAT DOES ISAIAH 46 TEACH ABOUT GOD'S PURPOSE?

God declares that His purpose will stand and He will accomplish what He intends. The immediate context concerns God's
sovereignty over history and His ability to accomplish His plans despite human powers and idols. This gives believers
confidence in God. It does not mean we understand every detail of His providence.

86. HOW DOES EPHESIANS 1 ENLARGE OUR UNDERSTANDING OF PURPOSE?

Ephesians 1 places God's purposes within the enormous story of redemption. God's plan centers on Christ. Paul describes
God's purpose to bring everything together under Christ. That means the ultimate center of God's plan is not our individual
self-fulfillment. It is Jesus.

87. HOW DOES COLOSSIANS 1 DEEPEN THIS?

Colossians 1:16 says everything was created through Christ and for Christ. That is one of the strongest biblical correctives
to self-centered purpose language. Our lives find their proper meaning when they are oriented toward the One for whom
everything exists.

MEMORY ANCHOR

Jesus is not a supporting character in the story of our purpose. We belong inside His story.

88. WHAT DOES BEING CREATED IN GOD'S IMAGE CONTRIBUTE TO PURPOSE?

Genesis 1 connects image-bearing with humanity's role within creation. Humans are made to represent God's rule faithfully.
This gives purpose both relational and vocational dimensions. Human beings are created: for relationship with God, for
relationship with one another, and for responsible stewardship within God's world.

89. DID WORK EXIST BEFORE THE FALL?

Yes. Genesis 2:15 describes Adam tending and keeping the garden before Genesis 3. Work itself is therefore not the curse.
The Fall makes work painful, frustrating, disordered, and difficult. This distinction matters. Work can be good while also
being exhausting.

90. HOW DOES THE GOSPEL RESTORE VOCATION?

The Gospel restores our relationship with God and begins transforming how we live in every arena. That includes: work,
family, relationships, money, service, citizenship, creativity, and responsibility. Christian vocation is therefore broader than
church employment.

All of life increasingly comes under the lordship of Jesus.

91. IS THERE A BIBLICAL DOCTRINE OF VOCATION?
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Christians have developed different theological traditions around vocation, but a strong biblical foundation exists. God calls
people to Himself and then sends them into ordinary life as His people. Paul's instruction in 1 Corinthians 7:17 is particularly
interesting: believers should live faithfully within the life circumstances God has assigned, while the surrounding chapter
also recognizes that some circumstances can change. The emphasis is faithful belonging to Christ-not anxiety over social
status.

92. DOES 1 CORINTHIANS 7 MEAN CHRISTIANS SHOULD NEVER CHANGE JOBS OR

CIRCUMSTANCES?

No. Paul himself recognizes legitimate changes, including freedom from slavery when possible. The larger point is that
becoming a Christian does not mean someone must acquire a more impressive social position in order for life to become
meaningful. You can belong fully to Christ where you are.

93. HOW SHOULD CHRISTIANS UNDERSTAND "CALLING"?

The New Testament most frequently emphasizes God's call: to salvation, to belong to Christ, to holiness, to peace, to hope,
to faithful living, and ultimately to glory. This should make us cautious about treating "calling" primarily as a synonym for
occupation. A career may be part of someone's calling in a broader sense. But our first calling is to Christ.

94. WHAT DOES ROMANS 12 TEACH ABOUT PURPOSE AND GIFTS?

Romans 12 begins with whole-life surrender.

Believers offer themselves to God and are transformed through renewed minds. Then Paul discusses different gifts within
the body. Notice the order: belong to God, be transformed, serve faithfully. Giftedness operates within surrendered
discipleship.

95. WHY DOES PAUL COMPARE THE CHURCH TO A BODY?

Because different members have different functions while belonging to one body. See Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12.
This destroys two unhealthy ideas: "I must do what someone else is doing to matter." and "Because my role seems
important, I do not need anyone else." Christian purpose is personal but never merely individual. The body also helps
recognize and test the ways individual believers serve. Calling is not always discerned alone.

96. CAN SOMEONE MISTAKE GIFTEDNESS FOR CHARACTER?

Yes. Ability and maturity are not identical. Someone may be: talented but proud, charismatic but unfaithful, knowledgeable
but unloving, influential but spiritually unhealthy. Scripture places enormous emphasis on character. Purpose without
Christlike character can become ambition wearing Christian language.

97. CAN SOMEONE BE GIFTED FOR SOMETHING THEY SHOULD NOT CURRENTLY PURSUE?

Yes. Ability alone does not establish timing, wisdom, readiness, or responsibility. A person may have real ability while
needing: maturity, training, healing, accountability, experience, or a different season. "I'm good at this" is useful information.
It is not the whole discernment process.

98. WHAT IS PROVIDENCE?

Providence is the theological term Christians commonly use for God's ongoing care, governance, and sustaining work in
creation and history. Scripture portrays God as active rather than absent. Yet His providence often operates through
ordinary means: people, decisions, work, relationships, circumstances, governments, weather, resources, and events. We
frequently recognize providence more clearly looking backward than forward.

99. SHOULD CHRISTIANS LOOK FOR SIGNS?

Scripture contains moments when God gave signs. But it does not teach Christians to build ordinary decision-making
around continually requesting signs.
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There is danger in turning coincidences into commands. A license plate, repeated number, song lyric, unexpected event, or
convenient coincidence should not automatically be treated as divine revelation. God has given His people Scripture,
wisdom, prayer, community, and the Holy Spirit.

100. WHAT ABOUT GIDEON'S FLEECE?

Judges 6 is sometimes used as a method for decision-making. But Gideon already had direct revelation from God. The
fleece was not his method for discovering God's moral will. It reflected his struggle for reassurance. Narrative passages tell
us what happened. We should be careful before turning every event into a universal decision-making formula.

101. CAN PEACE CONFIRM A DECISION?

Inner peace can matter, but it is not infallible. People can feel peaceful about foolish decisions. People can also feel anxious
while doing exactly what faithfulness requires. Jesus experienced deep anguish before the cross while remaining perfectly
obedient. Peace should not be isolated from: Scripture, wisdom, character, responsibility, and truth.

102. WHAT DOES ROMANS 12:2 MEAN BY DISCERNING GOD'S WILL?

Paul connects discernment with transformed lives and renewed minds. Christian discernment is therefore not primarily
mystical decoding. As our thinking is reshaped by God, we increasingly learn to recognize what is good and pleasing to
Him. Mature discernment grows from transformation.

103. CAN GOD CLOSE DOORS?

Yes. Acts 16 describes Paul and his companions being prevented from entering certain regions before being directed
toward Macedonia. God can redirect plans. But Acts describes a particular moment of apostolic guidance. We should
receive the principle that God can redirect us without demanding that every blocked plan be interpreted as a supernatural
message.

104. WHAT IF CIRCUMSTANCES SEEM CONFUSING?

Then admit they are confusing. Faith does not require pretending we possess certainty we do not have. Sometimes wisdom
means saying: "I don't know exactly what God is doing." We can still know who God is.

105. DOES PSALM 139 TEACH THAT EVERY EVENT IN MY LIFE IS PREDETERMINED?

Psalm 139 beautifully celebrates God's complete knowledge of us and His presence with us. Verse 16 speaks of God's
knowledge of our days. Christians understand the relationship between divine sovereignty and human freedom in different
ways. The passage's pastoral emphasis is clear: our lives are never hidden from God. We should be careful about using it
to settle every philosophical question about providence.

106. HOW SHOULD WE HANDLE THEOLOGICAL DISAGREEMENT ABOUT GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY AND

HUMAN CHOICE?

Humbly. Faithful Christians have developed different models for understanding how God's sovereignty relates to genuine
human agency. This study does not need to resolve every aspect of that debate in order to affirm what Scripture clearly
teaches:

God is sovereign. Humans make meaningful choices. Sin matters. Wisdom matters. Prayer matters. Obedience matters.
And God's redemptive purposes will ultimately prevail.

107. IF GOD IS SOVEREIGN, DO MY DECISIONS MATTER?

Yes. Scripture never treats God's sovereignty as permission for passivity. People are commanded to: choose wisely, obey,
repent, plan, work, pray, seek counsel, act courageously, and accept responsibility. Trusting God's sovereignty should
produce confidence-not irresponsibility.

108. WHAT DOES JAMES 4 TEACH ABOUT PLANNING?
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James does not condemn planning. He condemns arrogant planning that ignores human limitation and God's sovereignty.
The proper posture is: "If the Lord wills." Christians can create plans, goals, budgets, businesses, schedules, and strategies.
We simply remember that we are creatures rather than sovereigns.

109. WHAT DOES PROVERBS 16 TEACH?

Proverbs 16 holds human planning and divine sovereignty together. People make plans. God remains Lord. Verse 9 says
people plan their course, while the Lord directs their steps. Biblical wisdom does not require choosing between: responsible
planning and dependence on God. We are called to both.

110. CAN GOD USE FAILURE?

Yes. But we should distinguish redemption from romanticizing failure. Failure can produce: humility, wisdom, repentance,
dependence, compassion, and maturity. But some failures create lasting consequences. Grace does not mean
consequences never matter. It means failure need not have the final word.

111. WHAT CAN PETER TEACH US ABOUT PURPOSE AFTER FAILURE?

Peter confidently promised faithfulness and then denied Jesus three times. Yet Jesus restored him. John 21 shows Jesus
recommissioning Peter:

"Feed my sheep." Peter's failure mattered. His repentance mattered. Christ's grace was greater. Failure became part of
Peter's story without becoming the end of Peter's usefulness.

112. WHAT CAN PAUL TEACH US ABOUT A REDEEMED PAST?

Before following Jesus, Paul persecuted Christians. He never pretended this history was insignificant. See 1 Timothy
1:12-16. Instead, his past magnified the mercy of Christ. Grace did not rename evil as good. Grace transformed a former
persecutor into a servant of the Gospel.

113. CAN REGRET BECOME AN IDOL?

In a sense, yes. Healthy regret can lead to repentance and wisdom. But endless self-condemnation can keep attention fixed
on ourselves rather than God's grace. If God has forgiven what we have confessed, repeatedly trying to punish ourselves
cannot improve Christ's finished work. Purpose requires eventually turning from: "What could I have been?" toward: "How
can I faithfully follow Jesus now?"

114. DOES JOEL 2:25 PROMISE GOD WILL RESTORE EVERY LOST OPPORTUNITY?

Joel 2:25 describes God's restoration of Israel after devastating judgment symbolized through locust destruction. The verse
reveals God's remarkable restoring mercy. But it should not be turned into a guarantee that every believer will receive an
earthly replacement for every lost year, relationship, opportunity, or possession.

God's redemption is real. Its form is not always the one we would choose.

115. CAN GRIEF AND PURPOSE COEXIST?

Yes. Purpose does not require pretending loss no longer hurts. A person can grieve: a spouse, a child, a friendship, a
career, health, a dream, a home, a ministry, or an expected future while still living faithfully. Lament itself can be an act of
faith because it brings pain honestly before God.

116. CAN PURPOSE CHANGE ACROSS SEASONS?

The expression of purpose often does. Ecclesiastes 3 recognizes changing seasons of human life. A person may move
through seasons of: learning, working, parenting, caregiving, leading, recovering, grieving, retiring, mentoring, or receiving
care.

Different seasons may change what faithfulness looks like. They do not change who God is.
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117. WHAT IF GOD SEEMS TO BE DOING VERY LITTLE THROUGH ME?

Do not confuse hiddenness with uselessness. Moses spent decades in Midian. David spent years waiting after being
anointed. Jesus lived most of His earthly life outside public ministry. Paul experienced imprisonment. Biblical stories
repeatedly include waiting. Waiting is not necessarily wasted time.

118. WHAT CAN HAPPEN DURING HIDDEN SEASONS?

God may be: forming character, deepening dependence, teaching patience, building skills, healing wounds, reshaping
desires, strengthening relationships, or preparing circumstances we cannot see. We should be careful not to claim we know
exactly what God is doing. Sometimes we simply remain faithful while waiting.

MEMORY ANCHOR

A hidden season is not necessarily an empty season.

119. IS "FOLLOW YOUR HEART" BIBLICAL GUIDANCE?

Not as an ultimate rule. Scripture treats the human heart as morally significant but also affected by sin. Our desires need
formation.

Christian discernment is not: "Whatever feels most authentic must be God's will." It is: "Let my whole life-including my
desires-be increasingly surrendered to God."

120. SHOULD CHRISTIANS PURSUE PASSION?

Passion can be a gift. But passion is a poor master. Some important responsibilities will never feel exciting. Parents care for
children when tired. Caregivers serve when exhausted. Workers fulfill obligations on ordinary days. Christians obey God
even when obedience does not align with personal enthusiasm. Purpose is larger than passion.

121. CAN RESPONSIBILITY ITSELF REVEAL PART OF MY PRESENT CALLING?

Often, yes. Some responsibilities arise from commitments we have already made. Marriage creates responsibilities.
Parenthood creates responsibilities. Employment creates responsibilities. Promises create responsibilities. Membership in
Christian community creates responsibilities. We should be cautious about abandoning clear responsibilities in pursuit of a
supposedly greater "calling."

122. CAN PURPOSE BECOME AN EXCUSE FOR NEGLECTING PEOPLE?

Yes. A person can become so focused on:

ministry, career, business, mission, achievement, or "what God called me to do" that they neglect people God has already
entrusted to them. Jesus never taught that impressive ministry excuses unfaithfulness in ordinary obedience.

123. IS PURPOSE PRIMARILY ABOUT IMPACT?

No. Impact belongs to God. Faithfulness belongs to us. Paul explained this beautifully in 1 Corinthians 3. One plants.
Another waters. God gives the growth. We participate faithfully. God determines results.

124. HOW DOES THIS PROTECT US FROM BURNOUT?

It reminds us that we are not the Savior. We cannot: fix everyone, meet every need, accept every opportunity, serve in every
ministry, or accomplish everything that could possibly be done. Jesus Himself sometimes withdrew from crowds. Human
limitation is not automatically unfaithfulness.

Purpose includes stewardship of our limits.

125. DOES SAYING "NO" EVER SERVE PURPOSE?
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Yes. Every "yes" uses resources: time, energy, attention, money, and capacity. Wisdom sometimes requires declining a
good opportunity in order to remain faithful to responsibilities already entrusted to us. Not every need is our assignment.

126. HOW SHOULD WE DISCERN BETWEEN A BURDEN AND AN ASSIGNMENT?

A burden may draw our attention to something important. But feeling deeply about a problem does not automatically mean
we are personally responsible for solving it. Ask: Is this consistent with Scripture? Do I have responsibility here? Do I have
capacity? Do I have appropriate gifts or resources? What do wise people say? What does Christian community recognize?
Is there an actual opportunity? Would pursuing this require neglecting clearer responsibilities?

127. CAN PURPOSE INCLUDE REST?

Yes. Rest reminds us that the world continues without our constant effort.

God built rhythms of rest into Israel's life. Jesus withdrew for prayer and rest. Rest can become selfish avoidance, but
relentless activity can also reveal misplaced identity. We are creatures. We need sleep. We need limits. We need God.

128. IS SABBATH IDENTICAL FOR CHRISTIANS TODAY?

Christians differ on how Old Testament Sabbath commands apply under the New Covenant. But Scripture's broader
theology of rest, worship, creaturely limitation, and trust remains deeply important. This study does not need to resolve
every Sabbath debate to affirm: human beings were not designed for endless productivity.

129. CAN RECREATION FIT WITHIN CHRISTIAN PURPOSE?

Yes. Life with God includes gratitude for His good gifts. Food. Friendship. Beauty. Creation. Celebration. Music. Rest.
Laughter. Travel. Creativity. Enjoyment does not have to justify itself by becoming productive.

Every good gift ultimately points us toward the Giver. See James 1:17 and 1 Timothy 6:17.

130. DOES ECCLESIASTES CONTRIBUTE TO OUR UNDERSTANDING OF PURPOSE?

Profoundly. Ecclesiastes exposes the inability of: achievement, pleasure, wealth, work, status, and human wisdom to carry
ultimate meaning by themselves. Its conclusion calls people to fear God and obey Him. Ecclesiastes helps dismantle the
illusion that enough accomplishment can satisfy the deepest hunger of the human heart.

131. WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS?

Matthew 25:14-30 emphasizes faithful stewardship while awaiting the master's return. The servants receive different
amounts. The point is not that everyone receives identical resources. The issue is faithfulness with what was entrusted.
Comparison misses the point. Stewardship is personal.

132. DOES GREATER OPPORTUNITY BRING GREATER RESPONSIBILITY?

Scripture repeatedly connects stewardship and accountability. Jesus teaches that much is required from those to whom
much has been given. See Luke 12:48. Gifts and opportunities are not merely privileges. They carry responsibility.

133. CAN SMALL ACTS HAVE ETERNAL SIGNIFICANCE?

Yes. Jesus speaks of even giving a cup of cold water in His name. See Matthew 10:42. Scripture consistently refuses to let
human scale determine spiritual significance. The kingdom often grows through faithfulness that appears ordinary.

134. WHAT IF I NEVER KNOW THE FULL IMPACT OF MY LIFE?

You probably will not. You may never know: who was encouraged, what prayer mattered, which child remembered, which
act of generosity multiplied, which conversation changed someone, which quiet example strengthened faith, or which seed
someone else eventually harvested. Faithfulness does not require seeing the final results.

135. WHAT IS THE DANGER OF TRYING TO CREATE A "LEGACY"?
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Legacy can be a healthy desire if it means wanting our lives to bless others after we are gone. But it can become another
form of self-importance if our deepest concern is being remembered. John the Baptist gives us a better direction: "He must
become greater and greater, and I must become less and less." See John 3:30. The greatest legacy is not that people
remember us. It is that our lives pointed them toward Jesus.

136. WHAT DOES PHILIPPIANS 1:6 CONTRIBUTE TO THIS STUDY?

Paul expresses confidence that God, who began a good work in His people, will continue His work.

This gives hope to unfinished Christians. We are works in progress. Our purpose does not depend upon achieving spiritual
perfection before God can use us. God is still forming His people.

137. WHAT DOES PHILIPPIANS 2:12-13 TEACH?

It holds human responsibility and divine work together. Believers actively live out their salvation. At the same time, God is
working within them, producing both desire and action according to His good purpose. Christian purpose is therefore neither
passive fatalism nor self-powered striving. We act because God is at work.

138. WHAT IF I STILL DO NOT KNOW WHAT I AM "SUPPOSED TO DO"?

Return to what you do know. Know God. Follow Jesus. Love people. Obey Scripture. Seek wisdom. Remain connected to
Christian community. Honor your responsibilities. Use what God has entrusted to you. Serve where you can. Repent when
necessary. Remain teachable. Take the next faithful step. You do not need complete knowledge of your future to live
faithfully in the present.

139. WHAT IS THE GREATEST DANGER IN A STUDY ABOUT PURPOSE?

Making purpose itself an idol. Someone can become so consumed with finding: "My calling," "My assignment," "My impact,"
"My destiny," "My platform," "My legacy" that the entire search remains centered on self. Biblical purpose ultimately turns
our eyes away from ourselves and toward God.

140. WHAT IF MY LIFE FEELS ORDINARY?

Most lives are. And Scripture gives extraordinary dignity to ordinary faithfulness. The kingdom of God is filled with people
whose names history will never record. They loved. Prayed. Worked. Served. Gave. Raised children. Cared for parents.
Encouraged believers. Shared the Gospel. Supported those who carried the Gospel elsewhere. Endured suffering. Kept
trusting God.

And heaven did not overlook them.

141. WHAT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT INVITATION IN THIS STUDY?

Not: "Discover your dream." Not: "Unlock your destiny." Not: "Become significant." The invitation is: Follow Jesus. Jesus did
not merely offer people a better life strategy. He called them to Himself. The deepest purpose of human life is found not in
discovering ourselves, but in belonging to Him.

THE MOST IMPORTANT INVITATION

Purpose begins with reconciliation to God. Sin separates humanity from the God who created us. No amount of
achievement, morality, success, religious activity, or personal fulfillment can repair that separation. Jesus Christ came to
save sinners. He lived the life we could not live. He died for our sins. He rose from the dead. Salvation is received by grace
through faith. Before asking God: "What should I do with my life?" hear Jesus' invitation:

"Follow Me." The most important purpose of your life is not something you accomplish for Jesus. It begins by belonging to
Jesus.

ONE FAITHFUL SUMMARY
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Biblical purpose begins with God. Human beings were created in His image and for His glory. Sin distorted our relationship
with God and therefore distorted the way we live. Through Jesus Christ, sinners can be reconciled to God and brought into
new life. Every Christian shares an ultimate purpose: know God, glorify God, and become like Christ. Every Christian shares
a broad calling: love, worship, serve, make disciples, do good, and live faithfully. Individual believers then steward different:
gifts, relationships, responsibilities, resources, opportunities, work, and seasons. A teacher, business owner, caregiver,
missionary, pastor, tradesperson, homemaker, healthcare worker, retiree, or student may live that purpose in very different
settings. The arena changes.

The foundation does not. God may guide people into particular assignments, but Scripture does not teach us to live
anxiously searching for one hidden life blueprint. We seek God's will through Scripture, prayer, wisdom, counsel, Christian
community, providence, and dependence on the Holy Spirit. We plan humbly. We make decisions responsibly. We trust
God with what we cannot know. Contentment does not mean refusing to grow. Godly ambition does not require despising
the present. Christians can pursue worthwhile goals while remembering that identity and peace do not depend upon
achieving them. Failure does not automatically destroy future usefulness. Changed circumstances do not eliminate purpose.
Retirement does not eliminate purpose. Aging does not eliminate purpose. Disability does not eliminate purpose.
Hiddenness does not eliminate purpose. Ordinary life does not eliminate purpose. Our value is not measured by
productivity. Our significance is not measured by visibility. Our faithfulness is not measured by comparison. And our
purpose is not ultimately about making ourselves important. It is about belonging to God and faithfully living the life He has
entrusted to us. The question is not only: "What is God's great purpose for my life?" Sometimes the more useful question is
much smaller: "What has God given me to faithfully do today?"

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Why must biblical purpose begin with God rather than ourselves? 2. What is the difference between purpose and calling?
3. What are the four levels of the Purpose framework? 4. Why is career not identical to purpose? 5. How can the same
Christian purpose be lived through very different occupations or seasons? 6. How does Ephesians 2:8-10 connect salvation
and good works? 7. Why is becoming like Christ part of God's purpose for believers? 8. What has God already revealed
about His will? 9. What roles do Scripture, prayer, wisdom, counsel, Christian community, circumstances, and the Holy
Spirit play in guidance? 10. Why should Christians be cautious about treating every open door as God's will? 11. Why is an
inner feeling of peace not an infallible guide? 12. What does Jeremiah 29:11 mean in its original context? 13. How does
Romans 8:29 help us understand Romans 8:28? 14. What distinction does Genesis 50:20 make between human evil and
God's purposes? 15. Can suffering have purpose without calling evil good? 16. What should someone do if they believe
they have wasted years? 17. Why does retirement not end Christian purpose? 18. How can aging, disability, or caregiving
change the expression of purpose? 19. What role do spiritual gifts play in personal stewardship? 20. What should help
confirm a possible calling to formal church ministry? 21. Why should giftedness not be confused with character? 22. Can
Christians pursue dreams, ambition, success, and financial goals? 23. How can biblical contentment coexist with godly
ambition? 24. What makes ambition dangerous? 25. What does Jesus' conversation with Peter in John 21 teach about
comparison? 26. Why is visibility a poor measure of significance? 27. How can ordinary Christians participate in global
mission? 28. How can purpose language itself become an idol? 29. What is the next faithful thing God has placed before
you?

FILL IN THE BLANKS - FINAL REVIEW

1. Purpose begins with \_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_.

God. 2. Our ultimate purpose includes knowing God, glorifying God, and becoming like \_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_. Christ. 3. We
are saved by grace through \_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_. Faith. 4. Christians are saved for a life of good \_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_. Works.
5. Before asking for hidden guidance, obey God's \_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_ guidance. Revealed. 6. Work is an arena of
\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_ rather than the entire meaning of life. Stewardship. 7. Visibility is not the measure of \_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_.
Significance. 8. Spiritual gifts should operate within surrendered \_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_. Discipleship. 9. A call to formal ministry
should be tested through character, gifting, biblical qualification, and Christian \_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_. Community. 10. Human
beings can make plans while remaining dependent upon God's \_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_. Sovereignty. 11. Purpose can change
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\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_ without disappearing. Expression. 12. Contentment receives the present with gratitude while godly
\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_ faithfully stewards future goals. Ambition. 13. Impact belongs to God; \_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_ belongs to us.
Faithfulness. 14. We do not need complete knowledge of the future to live faithfully in the \_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_.

Present. 15. The deepest purpose of human life is found in belonging to \_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_\_. Jesus.

SCRIPTURE READING PATH

CREATED FOR GOD

Genesis 1:26-28 Genesis 2:15 Psalm 8 Isaiah 43:1-7 Colossians 1:15-20

LOVING GOD AND OTHERS

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 Micah 6:8 Matthew 22:34-40 John 13:34-35

SALVATION AND GOOD WORKS

Ephesians 2:1-10 Titus 2:11-14 Titus 3:3-8

BECOMING LIKE CHRIST

Romans 8:18-30 Romans 12:1-8 2 Corinthians 3:18 Galatians 5:16-26 Philippians 2:1-16

GUIDANCE, COMMUNITY, AND GOD'S WILL

Psalm 119:97-105 Proverbs 3:1-12 Proverbs 11:14

Proverbs 15:22 Proverbs 16 Romans 12:1-2 James 1:5-8 James 4:13-17 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 1 Thessalonians 5:12-24

WORK AND STEWARDSHIP

Genesis 2:15 Matthew 25:14-30 Luke 12:35-48 1 Corinthians 7:17-24 Colossians 3:17-24 1 Peter 4:7-11

GIFTS, SERVICE, AND FORMAL MINISTRY

Acts 13:1-3 Romans 12:3-8 1 Corinthians 12 Ephesians 4:1-16 1 Timothy 3:1-13 Titus 1:5-9 1 Peter 4:7-11

SUFFERING AND REDEMPTION

Genesis 50:15-21 Romans 5:1-5 Romans 8:18-39 2 Corinthians 1:3-11 James 1:2-8 1 Peter 1:3-9

FAILURE AND RESTORATION

Luke 22:31-34, 54-62 John 21:15-22 1 Timothy 1:12-17

PURPOSE ACROSS SEASONS

Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 Psalm 71 Psalm 92:12-15 Titus 2:1-8

AMBITION, CONTENTMENT, AND COMPARISON

Matthew 6:19-34 Mark 8:34-38 John 3:22-30 John 21:20-22 Philippians 3:7-14 Philippians 4:10-13 1 Timothy 6:6-19

MISSION AND DISCIPLESHIP

Matthew 28:18-20 Acts 1:8 Romans 10:8-15 3 John 5-8

GOD'S GREATER PURPOSE
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Isaiah 46:8-11 Romans 11:33-36 Ephesians 1:3-14 Philippians 1:3-11 Philippians 2:12-13 Colossians 1:15-20

CONTINUE STUDYING

As you continue studying purpose, ask four questions when reading Scripture:

1. WHAT DOES THIS PASSAGE TEACH ABOUT GOD?

Before asking what the passage says about your purpose, notice what it reveals about God's character, authority, plans,
faithfulness, wisdom, and glory.

2. WHAT DOES THIS PASSAGE TEACH ABOUT PEOPLE?

Notice what Scripture says about human dignity, sin, responsibility, weakness, gifts, work, relationships, and dependence
on God.

3. WHAT DOES THIS PASSAGE SHOW ABOUT JESUS?

Look for how the passage connects to Christ, the Gospel, God's kingdom, redemption, or the larger biblical story that
culminates in Jesus.

4. WHAT DOES FAITHFULNESS LOOK LIKE HERE?

Instead of immediately asking: "What does this tell me about my destiny?" ask: "What truth should I believe?" "What
command should I obey?" "What sin should I avoid or confess?" "What promise should I trust?" "What wisdom should shape
my decisions?" "What does love require?" "What is the next faithful step?"

FINAL REFLECTION

Where have you been most tempted to define your purpose by: career? achievement? family? ministry? money?
recognition? productivity?

someone else's expectations? Is there a worthwhile goal you have been afraid to pursue because you confused
contentment with passivity? Or is there an achievement you have been treating as though you cannot be content until you
reach it? What would change if you stopped asking God only: "What extraordinary thing am I supposed to accomplish?" and
began asking: "How can I faithfully belong to You and steward what You have already placed in my hands?"

FINAL MEMORY ANCHORS

Purpose begins with God. Before purpose is an assignment, it is a relationship. Purpose is foundational and shared. Calling
may describe particular ways that purpose is lived out. The arena may change. The ultimate purpose does not. Visibility is
not the measure of significance. Faithfulness is. Sometimes what God is doing IN us is as important as what He is doing
THROUGH us. Before asking for hidden guidance, obey revealed guidance. Calling is not always discerned alone. God
often uses Christian community to provide wisdom, testing, and confirmation. Formal ministry is not a higher class of
Christian purpose. It is one stewardship within Christ's body. Purpose can change expression without disappearing. You
cannot faithfully live yesterday again. You can faithfully follow Jesus today. A hidden season is not necessarily an empty
season. Contentment receives today with gratitude. Godly ambition stewards tomorrow with faithfulness.

Impact belongs to God. Faithfulness belongs to us. You may not know everything God will ask of you tomorrow. You can
still be faithful with what He has entrusted to you today. Purpose is not primarily something hidden that must be discovered.
It is a life of faithfulness to God that must be lived. And when every question about purpose has been stripped down to its
deepest foundation, Jesus' invitation remains wonderfully simple:

FOLLOW ME.



