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Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

BIBLE FOUNDATIONS

Peter
Called, Broken, Restored, and Sent

The Short Answer
Peter is one of the most prominent disciples in the New Testament. Jesus called this ordinary fisherman, shaped him through both
faith and failure, restored him after his three denials, and empowered him by the Holy Spirit to become a bold witness and shepherd
in the early Church. Scripture never presents Peter as flawless. His story is not mainly about becoming strong enough for God to use.
It is about the patience and grace of Jesus - the Savior who calls, corrects, restores, and sends His people.

Matthew 4:18-20; 14:22-33; 16:13-28; 26:31-75 · John 21:1-19 · Acts 1-12 · Galatians 2:11-14 · 1-2 Peter

Opening Memory Anchor
Jesus does not need flawless disciples. He transforms people who keep following Him.
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WELCOME
This guide is meant to send you back to Scripture. Peter's story stretches across the Gospels, Acts, Galatians, and the letters bearing
his name. Part One follows his calling, growth, failure, restoration, and Spirit-empowered witness. Part Two addresses interpretive
questions, leadership, suffering, the Gentile mission, and Peter's later ministry.

Foundational truth
Peter is not the hero of Peter's story. Jesus is. Peter sinks; Jesus reaches for him. Peter misunderstands; Jesus corrects him. Peter
denies; Jesus restores him. Peter shepherds; Jesus remains the Chief Shepherd.

How to use this study
• Open and read the cited passages rather than relying only on summaries.
• Distinguish what Scripture explicitly teaches from theological inference or later tradition.
• Use the Memory Anchors to retain major ideas.
• Where faithful Christians disagree, identify the disagreement without pretending Scripture says more than it does.

PART ONE

BEGINNER GUIDE
Start by reading: Matthew 4:18-20; 14:22-33; 16-17; 26:31-75; Luke 5:1-11; 22:31-62; John 18; 21; Acts 1-2.

1. WHO WAS PETER?
Peter's original name was Simon. He was a Galilean fisherman and the brother of Andrew. Jesus gave him the name Cephas (Aramaic)
or Petros (Greek), associated with “rock.” Peter was also married: Jesus healed his mother-in-law, and Paul later refers to Peter
traveling with his believing wife (Mark 1:29-31; 1 Corinthians 9:5). He began as an ordinary working man, not a priest, rabbi, or political
leader.

2. HOW DID JESUS CALL PETER?
Luke 5 describes Peter and the fishermen catching nothing all night. At Jesus' command they lowered the nets again and received an
overwhelming catch. Peter fell before Jesus, conscious of his sinfulness. Jesus answered, “Don't be afraid! From now on you'll be fishing
for people.” Peter and the others left everything and followed Him.

Memory Anchor
Jesus calls ordinary people to follow an extraordinary Savior.

3. WHY WAS PETER SO PROMINENT AMONG THE DISCIPLES?
Peter frequently speaks for the Twelve and, with James and John, witnessed several events others did not experience in the same way,
including Jairus's daughter being raised, the Transfiguration, and Gethsemane. His prominence should not obscure shared apostolic
leadership. James, John, Paul, and others also held significant roles. Peter's prominence never meant he always understood correctly.
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4. DID PETER REALLY WALK ON WATER?
Yes (Matthew 14:22-33). Peter stepped from the boat at Jesus' command and walked toward Him. When fear overtook him, he began to
sink and cried, “Save me, Lord!” Jesus immediately reached out. The lesson is not confidence in Peter. Faith is dependence on Jesus.

Memory Anchor
Faith is not confidence in ourselves. It is dependence on Jesus.

5. WHAT DID PETER CONFESS ABOUT JESUS?
When Jesus asked, “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:13-20). Jesus
affirmed that the Father had revealed this truth. Yet Peter still did not understand what kind of Messiah Jesus had come to be.

6. WHY DID JESUS REBUKE PETER SO STRONGLY?
Immediately after Peter's confession, Jesus explained that He would suffer, die, and rise again. Peter objected. Jesus answered, “Get
away from me, Satan!” Peter was not literally Satan, but his words echoed the temptation to pursue glory without the cross. Peter knew
who Jesus was but did not yet understand how Jesus would save.

7. WHAT DID PETER SEE AT THE TRANSFIGURATION?
Jesus took Peter, James, and John up a mountain. Jesus' appearance changed in glory, and Moses and Elijah appeared. Peter suggested
three shelters, but the Father redirected attention to Jesus: “This is my dearly loved Son... Listen to him.” Peter later referred to this
experience in 2 Peter 1:16-18.

8. DID PETER REALLY PROMISE NEVER TO ABANDON JESUS?
Yes. Peter insisted that even if everyone else deserted Jesus, he would remain faithful. Jesus told him he would deny Him three times.
Luke adds that Jesus had prayed for Peter and said, “when you have repented and turned to me again, strengthen your brothers.”
Before Peter failed, Jesus already knew failure would not be the end.

9. WHY DID PETER CUT OFF A MAN'S EAR?
At Jesus' arrest Peter drew a sword and cut off the right ear of Malchus, the high priest's servant (John 18:1-11). Jesus stopped him;
Luke records that Jesus healed the servant. Peter was willing to fight for Jesus but still struggled to understand that Jesus had
deliberately chosen the road to the cross.

10. HOW COULD PETER DENY JESUS?
During Jesus' questioning, Peter was recognized three times and denied being associated with Him. Then the rooster crowed. Luke
records that Jesus turned and looked at Peter. Peter remembered Jesus' warning and wept bitterly. His failure was real, but Scripture
refuses to make Peter's worst moment his final identity.
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11. DID JESUS FORGIVE PETER?
Yes. In John 21 the risen Jesus asked Peter three times, “Do you love me?” The three questions naturally echo Peter's three denials.
Each time Jesus recommissioned him to care for His people: “Feed my lambs... Take care of my sheep... Feed my sheep.” Jesus did not
pretend the failure never happened. He restored Peter through it.

Memory Anchor
Jesus can restore a failed disciple without pretending the failure was insignificant.

12. WHAT DID JESUS MEAN BY 'FEED MY SHEEP'?
Jesus entrusted Peter with responsibility for caring for His people. Peter later told elders to shepherd God's flock willingly, eagerly, and
by example (1 Peter 5:1-4). But the flock never belonged to Peter. Jesus is the Chief Shepherd. Christian leadership must never become
domination, manipulation, personal ownership, or protection from accountability.

13. WHAT CHANGED IN PETER AFTER THE RESURRECTION?
Peter saw the risen Christ, and the Holy Spirit empowered him. At Pentecost the disciple who had denied Jesus publicly proclaimed that
the crucified Jesus had risen and is Lord and Messiah. This was not mere character development. The risen Christ, through the Holy
Spirit, empowered Peter to understand, proclaim, and live as a witness in ways his natural temperament alone never could.

14. WAS PETER PERFECT AFTER PENTECOST?
No. Galatians 2 records Peter withdrawing from table fellowship with Gentile believers because he feared criticism. Paul confronted him
because his conduct was inconsistent with the Gospel. Peter was a major apostle and still needed correction.

Leadership Safeguard
Spiritual maturity does not place anyone beyond biblical accountability.

15. WHAT SHOULD A READER REMEMBER FROM PETER'S EARLY STORY?
CALLED → FOLLOWED → CONFESSED → MISUNDERSTOOD → FAILED → RESTORED → SENT.
Jesus called Peter. Peter followed. Peter recognized Jesus as Messiah, misunderstood the cross, failed publicly, was restored personally,
and was empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve.

PART TWO

WANT TO GO DEEPER?
Interpretive posture: Where Scripture speaks clearly, believe it. Where Christians draw inferences, identify them as inferences. Where
Christians disagree, handle the disagreement fairly and keep Jesus at the center.
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16. WHAT DID JESUS MEAN BY 'ON THIS ROCK I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH'?
Matthew 16:18 is one of the most discussed passages involving Peter. Christians agree that Peter had a significant role, his confession
about Jesus was foundational, and Jesus - not Peter - is the One who builds the Church. Roman Catholic theology sees Peter himself,
inseparably connected with his confession and commission, as foundational and connects this with the Petrine office. Eastern Orthodox
Christians affirm Peter's special prominence but reject later claims of universal papal jurisdiction. Protestants commonly emphasize
Peter's confession, Peter as representative of the apostles, or his foundational apostolic role without a continuing universal papal office.

Scripture also uses rock imagery in several ways: the Old Testament repeatedly calls God Israel's Rock (Deuteronomy 32:4; Psalm
18:2), while the New Testament identifies Jesus as cornerstone or foundation stone (Ephesians 2:20; 1 Peter 2:4-8). These broader
images should inform the discussion without bypassing Matthew 16 itself. Whatever interpretation Christians adopt, Peter ultimately
points beyond human leadership to Christ.

17. WHAT WERE 'THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM'?
Keys represent authority to open and close. Peter later plays a prominent role as the Gospel moves to Jewish hearers (Acts 2),
Samaritans (Acts 8), and Gentiles (Acts 10). Some Christians connect these events closely with the kingdom keys. Matthew 18:18 later
gives similar binding-and-loosing language to the disciples more broadly, showing that Peter's role should not be considered in isolation
from the larger apostolic community.

18. WHY WAS CORNELIUS SO IMPORTANT?
Cornelius was a Gentile Roman centurion who feared God. God directed both Cornelius and Peter. Peter's vision taught him not to call
impure what God had made clean, and he came to understand that God was also confronting human barriers. Peter entered Cornelius's
home, proclaimed Jesus, and saw the Holy Spirit come upon Gentile hearers. He declared, “God shows no favoritism.” The Gospel was
crossing a decisive boundary.

19. DID PETER SINGLE-HANDEDLY DECIDE THE GENTILE QUESTION?
No. Acts 15 presents the early Church discerning difficult questions together. Peter testified to God's work among Gentiles; Paul and
Barnabas described God's work among the nations; James appealed to Scripture and offered the concluding judgment presented by
Luke. The apostles and elders acted together. Peter was prominent, but not independent of the apostolic community.
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20. WHY DID PAUL PUBLICLY CORRECT PETER?
In Antioch, Peter had freely eaten with Gentile believers but withdrew when certain Jewish Christians arrived. Others followed his
example. Paul confronted Peter because his behavior was “not following the truth of the Good News” (Galatians 2:11-14). The issue
was larger than table manners: fear-driven separation communicated something inconsistent with the Gospel's creation of one people
in Christ.

21. DID PETER AND PAUL BECOME ENEMIES?
Scripture gives no reason to conclude that. Galatians records a serious confrontation, but correction does not require permanent
hostility. Within the canonical text, 2 Peter 3:15-16 refers positively to “our beloved brother Paul” and acknowledges his God-given
wisdom. The New Testament does not hide conflict among leaders, nor does it require every conflict to become lifelong division.

22. WHAT DO 1 PETER AND 2 PETER REVEAL ABOUT PETER'S MATURITY?
The younger Peter wanted glory without suffering. The older Peter writes extensively about suffering faithfully. First Peter calls
believers to holiness, humility, hope, faithful suffering, and shepherding. Second Peter emphasizes spiritual growth, truth, false
teachers, remembrance, and Christ's return. Peter's later teaching reflects a disciple shaped by decades of following Jesus.

23. WHY DOES PETER TALK SO MUCH ABOUT SUFFERING?
Peter once resisted Jesus' prediction of the cross. Later he told believers not to be surprised by suffering for Christ (1 Peter 2:18-25;
4:12-19). He distinguishes suffering for wrongdoing from suffering for doing right and points to Jesus, who suffered unjustly without
sinful retaliation and entrusted Himself to the righteous Judge.

Pastoral Safeguard
Christian teaching about suffering must never be used to protect abusers, silence victims, or require someone to remain in
immediate danger. Enduring suffering for Christ is not the same as enabling preventable abuse.

24. WHAT DOES PETER TEACH ABOUT CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP?
In 1 Peter 5:1-5 Peter tells elders to shepherd God's flock willingly, eagerly, by example, without greed, and without domination. Then
he points beyond every human shepherd: Jesus is the Chief Shepherd. John 21 and 1 Peter 5 belong together - “Feed My sheep”
becomes “Shepherd God's flock.” Leadership is stewardship, not ownership.

25. WHAT DOES 'BE SOBER AND VIGILANT' MEAN?
Peter warns believers to stay alert because the devil prowls like a roaring lion (1 Peter 5:8-9). Peter knew the danger of overconfidence;
before his denial Jesus warned that Satan wanted to sift him like wheat. Peter's mature counsel is serious without becoming obsessed
with spiritual warfare: stay alert, resist, stand firm, and depend on God.



3Nails | #200 Peter: Called, Broken, Restored, and Sent  Beginner Guide V1 7
Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.

Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

26. DID PETER WRITE 1 AND 2 PETER?
The New Testament presents both letters as associated with Peter. First Peter identifies “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ” and
mentions Silas/Silvanus as assisting with the letter, which may help explain its polished Greek style. Second Peter identifies “Simon
Peter, a slave and apostle of Jesus Christ.” Scholars debate 2 Peter's authorship more extensively because of style, vocabulary, and
historical questions. Christians hold differing views about the precise compositional process; the letters remain part of the New
Testament canon and should be read for their theological message.

27. DID PETER CONSIDER PAUL'S WRITINGS SCRIPTURE?
Second Peter 3:15-16 refers to Paul's letters and warns that unstable people distort them “just as they do the other Scriptures.” Many
Christians understand this as evidence that at least some apostolic writings were already being recognized alongside sacred Scripture.
The passage does not provide a complete history of New Testament canon formation, but it shows early recognition of apostolic
authority.

28. HOW DID PETER DIE?
The New Testament does not narrate Peter's death. In John 21:18-19 Jesus tells Peter that when he is older others will stretch out his
hands and take him where he does not want to go; John says this indicated the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Early
Christian sources also associate Peter's later ministry and martyrdom with Rome. Clement of Rome, Ignatius, and later Irenaeus
preserve early memories connecting Peter with the Roman church, though Scripture itself does not narrate Peter's arrival or ministry
there. The tradition of martyrdom in Rome is historically early and substantial; the specific story that Peter was crucified upside down
comes from later sources and is not stated in Scripture.

29. DID PETER BECOME THE MAN HE ONCE THOUGHT HE ALREADY WAS?
In an important sense, yes - but not through self-sufficiency. Young Peter said, “I will never abandon You.” Mature Peter learned
dependence. Young Peter drew a sword; mature Peter taught believers to follow the suffering Christ. Young Peter resisted the cross;
mature Peter taught Christians how to suffer faithfully. Peter matured from self-confidence into dependence.

Memory Anchor
Christian maturity is not needing Jesus less. It is learning how deeply Jesus is needed.

30. HOW DOES PETER'S STORY POINT TO JESUS?
Peter's story is memorable because Peter is so human, but Peter is not the hero. Peter sinks; Jesus reaches for him. Peter
misunderstands; Jesus corrects him. Peter boasts; Jesus warns him. Peter denies; Jesus restores him. Peter fears; Jesus strengthens
him. Peter shepherds; Jesus remains the Chief Shepherd. Peter dies; Jesus is the risen Lord who promises resurrection. The Gospel is
not “Become as courageous as Peter.” It is: The same Jesus who saved and restored Peter is the Savior sinners need.
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WHAT DOES PETER'S STORY TEACH ABOUT JESUS?
JESUS CALLS ORDINARY PEOPLE.
Peter was a fisherman, not a religious celebrity. Jesus chose him.
JESUS CORRECTS THOSE HE LOVES.
Peter received both extraordinary affirmation and severe rebuke. Grace does not eliminate correction.
JESUS KNOWS FAILURE BEFORE IT HAPPENS.
Jesus predicted Peter's denial and prayed for him before Peter fell. Peter's failure surprised Peter. It did not surprise Jesus.
JESUS RESTORES REPENTANT DISCIPLES.
Peter's denial was serious. So was Jesus' restoration. Grace did not erase responsibility; it gave Peter a future beyond failure.
JESUS BUILDS HIS CHURCH.
Peter had an important apostolic role. But Jesus said, “I will build my church.” The Church ultimately depends on Christ.
JESUS IS THE CHIEF SHEPHERD.
Every Christian leader serves under Him. The flock belongs to Jesus.

WHAT CAN PETER TEACH BELIEVERS TODAY?
1. Follow Jesus before you understand everything. Peter did not understand the entire journey when Jesus called him. Discipleship
includes learning along the way.
2. Be careful about spiritual overconfidence. Peter was most vulnerable when he believed failure was impossible. Humility recognizes
weakness and depends on God.
3. Failure does not have to become final. Peter's denial mattered, but repentance and Christ's grace mattered too.
4. Accept correction. Peter was corrected by Jesus and later by Paul. No Christian becomes too mature or influential to need biblical
accountability.
5. Lead by serving, not controlling. Peter eventually taught leaders not to dominate God's people. Authority in Christ's Church must
resemble the Chief Shepherd.
6. Suffering does not mean Christ has abandoned His people. Peter came to understand that faithfulness and hardship can coexist.
7. Keep Jesus at the center. Peter's greatest moments came when he pointed away from himself and toward Christ.
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A CLOSER LOOK AT PETER'S JOURNEY
Peter's Journey What God Was Teaching

Simon the fisherman Jesus calls ordinary people.

Leaves the nets Discipleship begins with following.

Walks on water Faith depends on Jesus, not personal courage.

Confesses Jesus as Messiah True insight still requires deeper formation.

Rebukes Jesus about the cross A Messiah without the cross is a dangerous misunderstanding.

Witnesses the Transfiguration Jesus is greater than every human servant.

Promises never to leave Self-confidence can hide weakness.

Denies Jesus three times Failure exposes the limits of human strength.

Restored by the risen Christ Grace confronts failure and gives a future.

Pentecost The Holy Spirit empowers witness.

Cornelius God shows no ethnic favoritism.

Corrected in Antioch Even mature leaders remain accountable.

Writes about suffering and shepherding Peter's failures became part of his formation.

Faces death as a witness Jesus remains Lord to the end.

Peter's life was not a straight path from weakness to personal greatness. It was a long education in grace and dependence. Jesus did
not simply make Peter more impressive. He taught Peter to depend on the risen Lord and serve under the Chief Shepherd.

WHAT PETER'S STORY DOES - AND DOES NOT - TEACH
Peter's story teaches:
• Jesus calls and transforms ordinary people.
• Genuine faith can coexist with serious misunderstanding.
• Spiritual overconfidence is dangerous.
• Failure can be forgiven without being minimized.
• The Holy Spirit empowers Christian witness.
• The Gospel crosses ethnic and cultural boundaries.
• Prominent leaders still need accountability.
• Christian leadership is shepherding, not domination.
• Faithful disciples may suffer.
• Jesus, not Peter, builds and owns the Church.
Peter's story does NOT teach:
• Strong personalities are more useful to God than quiet people.
• Faith means never feeling fear.
• Failure has no consequences.
• Christian leaders are above correction.
• Suffering should be used to keep victims in danger.
• Peter's prominence makes the other apostles unimportant.
• Every later tradition about Peter carries the same authority as Scripture.
• Peter, rather than Jesus, is the hero of the story.
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REVIEW
1. What was Peter's original name?
Simon.
2. What was Peter's occupation?
He was a fisherman.
3. Was Peter married?
Yes. Scripture mentions his mother-in-law and later refers to him traveling with his believing wife.
4. What did Peter confess about Jesus?
“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
5. Why did Jesus rebuke Peter after that confession?
Peter rejected Jesus' teaching that the Messiah must suffer and die.
6. How many times did Peter deny Jesus?
Three times.
7. How did Jesus restore Peter?
Jesus asked Peter three times whether he loved Him and recommissioned him to care for His sheep.
8. What transformed Peter's public witness?
Peter witnessed the risen Christ and was empowered by the Holy Spirit.
9. What major lesson did Peter learn through Cornelius?
God shows no favoritism, and the Gospel is for Gentiles as well as Jews.
10. Did Peter become flawless after Pentecost?
No. Galatians 2 records Paul correcting him.
11. Who is the true builder and Chief Shepherd of the Church?
Jesus Christ.

Final Memory Anchors
Jesus does not need flawless disciples. He transforms people who keep following Him.
Faith is not confidence in ourselves. It is dependence on Jesus.
Jesus can restore a failed disciple without pretending the failure was insignificant.
Spiritual maturity does not place anyone beyond biblical accountability.
Christian maturity is not needing Jesus less. It is learning how deeply Jesus is needed.

SUGGESTED STUDY PACE
Session 1 - Called and Learning: Questions 1-7. Read Matthew 4; 14; 16-17 and Luke 5.
Session 2 - Failure and Restoration: Questions 8-15. Read Matthew 26; Luke 22; John 18; John 21; Acts 1-2.
Session 3 - Want to Go Deeper?: Questions 16-30. Read Acts 10-15; Galatians 2; selected passages from 1-2 Peter.
Optional Session 4 - Review and Application: Use the Jesus/application sections, journey chart, review, and Memory Anchors.

CONTINUE STUDYING
Calling and Early Discipleship: Matthew 4:18-20; Mark 1:29-31; Luke 5:1-11; John 1:40-42
During Jesus' Ministry: Matthew 14; 16-17; 26; John 13; 18
Restoration: Luke 22:31-34; John 21:1-19
Early Church: Acts 1-5; 8-12; 15
Peter and Paul: Galatians 2:11-14; 2 Peter 3:14-18
Peter's Teaching: 1 Peter 1-5; 2 Peter 1-3

CLOSING
Peter's story begins beside the water with Jesus saying, “Follow Me.” He follows, sees miracles, recognizes Jesus as Messiah,
misunderstands, fears, and fails. If the story ended with the denial, it would be tragic. But the risen Christ came for His disciple,
confronted the failure, restored him, entrusted him with people to shepherd, and empowered him by the Holy Spirit. Peter became a
major leader - but never a flawless one. His life is therefore not primarily a celebration of Peter's strength. It is a testimony to Jesus'
patience. Peter's greatest transformation was not from weakness to self-sufficiency. It was from self-confidence to dependence on
Christ.
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