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BIBLE ORIENTATION COLLECTION

People and Places of the Bible

A beginner-friendly guide to the people God used, the places where the story unfolded, and the one
Savior at its center

PURPOSE
Meet the Bible’s major people, locate its important places, and see how both serve God’s unified story centered on Jesus Christ.

Welcome

The Bible tells one story through many generations and locations. Its people are real human beings—faithful and flawed—and its places are the
settings where God creates, judges, rescues, promises, dwells, and sends. This guide is a map, not a substitute for reading Scripture. Open the
listed passages and verify every statement in context.

A brief note on the canon

This guide follows the 66-book Protestant canon: 39 Old Testament books and 27 New Testament books. Catholic and Orthodox Old
Testaments include additional writings, often called Deuterocanonical books; Protestants may value these for historical background without
receiving them as equal in authority to Scripture.

Scripture translation

Short quotations are from the Berean Standard Bible unless otherwise noted. Most wording here is summary and paraphrase.

A prayer before you begin

Father, help me understand the people and places of Your Word without losing sight of Your character, Your saving work, and Your Son. Give
me humility, wisdom, and faith. Amen.
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How to Use This Guide

Begin with the overview before memorizing names.

Read each person or place inside its biblical passage.
Distinguish what Scripture records from what it approves.
Notice promises, covenants, worship, exile, return, and mission.
Ask how the entry prepares for, reveals, or flows from Jesus.

THE BIBLE STORY IN ONE LINE
God creates a good world, humanity rebels, God promises rescue, forms a covenant people, sends Jesus the Messiah, gathers a Spirit-filled
church, and will renew creation.

Main land movements

Eden - Mesopotamia — Canaan - Egypt — Sinai and wilderness — promised land - united and divided kingdoms — Assyria and Babylon
- return to Judah - Galilee and Judea - the nations — new creation.

Bible People at a Glance

Beginnings: Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Noah.

Patriarchs: Abraham and Sarah, Hagar and Ishmael, Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob and his family, Joseph and Judah.

Exodus and land: Moses, Aaron, Miriam, Joshua, Caleb, Rahab, judges, Ruth, Naomi, and Boaz.

Kingdom and prophets: Samuel, Saul, David, Solomon, Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Esther, Ezra, and Nehemiah.
Messiah and church: John the Baptist, Mary, Joseph, Jesus, the Twelve, women disciples, Stephen, Philip, Paul, Barnabas, James,
Priscilla, Aquila, Lydia, Phoebe, Timothy, Titus, and John.

A SIMPLE FAMILY-LINE CHART

Adam and Eve - Seth — Noah —» Shem - Abraham and Sarah - Isaac and Rebekah - Jacobl/Israel - twelve sons and tribes — Judah
- Boaz and Ruth — Obed - Jesse - David - Judah’s royal line — Jesus. This chart traces one important promise line; it does not include
every family member.
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Part One - People of the Bible
ADAM AND EVE

Place in the story: Creation and Eden.

Who they are: The first man and woman, made in God’s image.

Why they matter: They receive vocation and fellowship with God, then rebel and bring sin and death into human experience.
Connection to Jesus: Jesus is the promised offspring who defeats the serpent and the last Adam who brings life.

Key passages: Genesis 1:26-31; 2—3; Romans 5:12-21; 1 Corinthians 15:45-49.

Memory anchor: Humanity falls, but God begins His promise of rescue.

CAIN AND ABEL

Place in the story: The generation after Eden.

Who they are: Brothers and sons of Adam and Eve.

Why they matter: Cain murders Abel; sin spreads into worship, relationships, and society.
Connection to Jesus: Abel’s blood cries for justice; Jesus’ blood speaks a better word.
Key passages: Genesis 4:1-16; Hebrews 11:4; 12:24.

Memory anchor: Sin grows when it is not mastered.

NOAH

Place in the story: The flood and a new beginning.

Who they are: A righteous man whom God preserves with his household.

Why they matter: God judges widespread violence, preserves life, and makes a covenant with creation.

Connection to Jesus: Jesus compares His return to Noah’s days; the ark becomes a biblical pattern of rescue through judgment.
Key passages: Genesis 6-9; Matthew 24:36-44; 1 Peter 3:18-22.

Memory anchor: God judges evil and faithfully preserves His purpose.

ABRAHAM AND SARAH

Place in the story: Patriarchal age; from Mesopotamia to Canaan.

Who they are: The couple God calls and promises land, offspring, and blessing.

Why they matter: Their family becomes the covenant line through which blessing reaches the nations.

Connection to Jesus: Jesus is Abraham’s promised offspring; those who belong to Christ share the blessing by faith.
Key passages: Genesis 12:1-9; 15; 17-18; 21-22; Galatians 3:6—29.

Memory anchor: God’s promise rests on His faithfulness.

HAGAR AND ISHMAEL

Place in the story: Abraham’s household and the wilderness.

Who they are: Sarah’s Egyptian servant and Abraham’s son through her.

Why they matter: Their painful story exposes human attempts to secure God'’s promise, while showing God sees and cares for the vulnerable.
Connection to Jesus: God’s saving purpose in Christ extends blessing to all nations.

Key passages: Genesis 16; 21:8-21; Galatians 4:21-31.

Memory anchor: The God who sees does not ignore the afflicted.

ISAAC AND REBEKAH

Place in the story: Canaan in the patriarchal age.

Who they are: The promised son and his wife.

Why they matter: God continues His covenant through a new generation despite family weakness.

Connection to Jesus: Isaac’s near-sacrifice and provided substitute anticipate themes fulfilled in God giving His Son.
Key passages: Genesis 22:1-19; 24, 25:19-34, 26.

Memory anchor: God carries His promise through imperfect families.

JACOB, LEAH, AND RACHEL

Place in the story: Canaan, Haran, and return.

Who they are: Jacob—renamed Israel—his wives, and the mothers of Israel’s tribal family.
Why they matter: Jacob’s twelve sons become the source of the tribes of Israel.
Connection to Jesus: Jesus comes through Judah and gathers a renewed people of God.
Key passages: Genesis 28-35; 49; Matthew 1:1-17.

Memory anchor: God transforms Jacob and builds a people from a complicated family.

JOSEPH AND JUDAH

Place in the story: Canaan and Egypt.

Who they are: Two sons of Jacob whose stories become central near Genesis’ end.

Why they matter: God uses Joseph to preserve life; Judah changes and receives a royal promise.

Connection to Jesus: Joseph’s humiliation and exaltation echo a pattern fulfilled far more fully in Jesus; Jesus is the Lion from Judah.
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Key passages: Genesis 37-50; Philippians 2:5-11; Revelation 5:5.
Memory anchor: God can turn intended evil toward saving good.

MOSES

Place in the story: Egypt, Sinai, and wilderness.

Who they are: Israel’s deliverer, covenant mediator, prophet, and servant.

Why they matter: God uses him in the exodus, covenant instruction, tabernacle, and wilderness leadership.
Connection to Jesus: Jesus is the greater deliverer and mediator, and the prophet like Moses.

Key passages: Exodus 2-20; Deuteronomy 18:15-19; John 1:17; Hebrews 3:1-6.

Memory anchor: The LORD rescues His people and makes Himself known.

AARON AND MIRIAM

Place in the story: Exodus and wilderness.

Who they are: Moses’ siblings; Aaron is Israel’s first high priest, and Miriam is a prophetess and worship leader.
Why they matter: They serve Israel but also reveal that leaders remain accountable to God.

Connection to Jesus: Jesus is the sinless and final High Priest.

Key passages: Exodus 4:10-17; 15:20-21; 28-29; Numbers 12; Hebrews 4:14-16.

Memory anchor: God gives leaders, yet every leader needs grace.

JOSHUA, CALEB, AND RAHAB

Place in the story: Wilderness and entry into Canaan.

Who they are: Faithful spies and a Canaanite woman who trusts Israel’'s God.

Why they matter: They model courageous faith; Rahab is welcomed into God'’s people.
Connection to Jesus: Joshua’s rest points beyond itself, and Rahab appears in Jesus’ genealogy.
Key passages: Numbers 13-14; Joshua 1-6; Matthew 1:5; Hebrews 4:1-11; 11:30-31.

Memory anchor: Faith trusts God’s promise and acts courageously.

DEBORAH, GIDEON, AND SAMSON

Place in the story: The period of the judges.

Who they are: Three judges through whom God delivers Israel in different ways.

Why they matter: Their stories show God’s mercy, human weakness, and Israel’s repeated need for rescue.
Connection to Jesus: The cycle of judges creates longing for a faithful and lasting King.

Key passages: Judges 4-8; 13-16; 21:25.

Memory anchor: Temporary rescuers cannot cure the heart’s rebellion.

RUTH, NAOMI, AND BOAZ

Place in the story: Bethlehem during the judges.

Who they are: A Moabite widow, her Israelite mother-in-law, and a family redeemer.

Why they matter: Their story joins loyal love, providence, welcome, and David’s family line.

Connection to Jesus: Boaz acts as a go’el, a kinsman-redeemer; Jesus provides the greater redemption.
Key passages: Ruth 1-4; Matthew 1:5-6.

Memory anchor: God works through ordinary faithfulness to advance His promise.

HANNAH AND SAMUEL

Place in the story: Shiloh and the transition to monarchy.

Who they are: A praying mother and the prophet-judge she dedicates to God.

Why they matter: Samuel hears God, leads Israel, and anoints its first kings.

Connection to Jesus: Hannah's song anticipates themes echoed in Mary’s praise and fulfilled in God’s anointed King.
Key passages: 1 Samuel 1-3; 8-16; Luke 1:46-55.

Memory anchor: God hears humble prayer and raises up His servant.

SAUL, JONATHAN, AND DAVID

Place in the story: Israel's united monarchy.

Who they are: Israel’s first king, his faithful son, and the king after God’s choosing.

Why they matter: Saul’s failure contrasts with David’s trust, though David also sins severely; God promises David an enduring dynasty.
Connection to Jesus: Jesus is David’s righteous Son and everlasting King.

Key passages: 1 Samuel 9-31; 2 Samuel 5-7; 11-12; Luke 1:32-33.

Memory anchor: Human kings fail; God’s promised King will not.

SOLOMON

Place in the story: Jerusalem and the united kingdom.

Who they are: David’'s son, known for wisdom, wealth, temple building, and later compromise.
Why they matter: He builds the temple but his idolatry helps divide the kingdom.

Connection to Jesus: Jesus is greater than Solomon and greater than the temple.

Key passages: 1 Kings 1-11; Matthew 12:6, 42.
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Memory anchor: Wisdom without faithful obedience cannot preserve a kingdom.

ELIJAH AND ELISHA

Place in the story: Northern Israel during the divided kingdom.

Who they are: Prophets who confront idolatry and display God’s power and compassion.

Why they matter: They call Israel back to the LORD and minister amid political corruption.

Connection to Jesus: Their ministries prepare readers for Jesus’ prophetic authority, mercy, and mighty works.
Key passages: 1 Kings 17-19; 2 Kings 2-8; Luke 4:24-27.

Memory anchor: The LORD alone is God and remains merciful.

ISAIAH, JEREMIAH, AND EZEKIEL

Place in the story: Judah before exile and communities around the exile.

Who they are: Major prophets who warn, grieve, and announce hope.

Why they matter: They proclaim holiness, judgment, a coming King and Servant, a new covenant, a new heart, a true Shepherd, and restored
presence.

Connection to Jesus: Their promises converge in Jesus and the new covenant He establishes.

Key passages: Isaiah 7; 9; 40; 52:13-53:12; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 34; 36—37; Luke 22:20.

Memory anchor: Judgment is real, but God promises cleansing, presence, and a faithful King.

DANIEL AND HIS FRIENDS

Place in the story: Babylonian exile.

Who they are: Judean exiles who remain faithful under foreign empires.

Why they matter: Their withess shows God rules kingdoms and sustains His people.

Connection to Jesus: Jesus identifies Himself with Daniel's Son of Man who receives everlasting dominion.
Key passages: Daniel 1-7; Matthew 26:63-64.

Memory anchor: God’s kingdom outlasts every empire.

ESTHER AND MORDECAI

Place in the story: Susa in the Persian Empire.

Who they are: Jewish cousins whose courage helps preserve their people.

Why they matter: God'’s providence operates even when His name is not explicitly mentioned.
Connection to Jesus: Their deliverance preserves the people through whom Messiah comes.
Key passages: Esther 2-9.

Memory anchor: God can work through hidden providence and courageous action.

EZRA AND NEHEMIAH

Place in the story: Jerusalem after exile.

Who they are: A priest-scribe and a governor who lead renewal and rebuilding.

Why they matter: They restore teaching, worship, community order, and Jerusalem’s walls, yet deeper renewal is still needed.
Connection to Jesus: Their unfinished reforms sharpen hope for Christ’s transforming rule.

Key passages: Ezra 7-10; Nehemiah 1-13.

Memory anchor: Rebuilding walls is not enough; God’s people need renewed hearts.

JOHN THE BAPTIST, MARY, AND JOSEPH

Place in the story: Judea, Galilee, and Bethlehem at Jesus’ coming.

Who they are: Jesus’ forerunner and the faithful family into which He is born.

Why they matter: John prepares the way; Mary and Joseph trust God amid costly obedience.
Connection to Jesus: They direct attention to Jesus as Savior, Messiah, Son of God, and Lamb of God.
Key passages: Matthew 1-3; Luke 1-3; John 1:19-34.

Memory anchor: Prepare the way and receive God’s promised Son.

JESUS CHRIST

Place in the story: Bethlehem, Nazareth, Galilee, Judea, Jerusalem—and reigning over all.

Who they are: The eternal Son made flesh, fully God and fully human, Israel’s Messiah and the world’s Savior.

Why they matter: He reveals the Father, announces the kingdom, dies for sins, rises bodily, ascends, sends the Spirit, and will return.
Connection to Jesus: Jesus is not merely one person among many; He is the center and fulfillment of Scripture.

Key passages: Luke 24:25-49; John 1:1-18; 1 Corinthians 15:1-8; Colossians 1:15-20.

Memory anchor: Every faithful Bible map leads to Jesus.

PETER, THE TWELVE, AND WOMEN DISCIPLES

Place in the story: Jesus’ ministry and the earliest church.

Who they are: Witnesses called, taught, corrected, restored, and sent by Jesus.

Why they matter: Their weaknesses display grace; their testimony announces the risen Christ.
Connection to Jesus: Jesus builds His church and sends witnesses in the Spirit's power.

Key passages: Luke 8:1-3; 24; John 20-21; Acts 1-5.
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Memory anchor: Jesus forms imperfect followers into faithful witnesses.

MARY MAGDALENE, MARTHA, AND MARY OF BETHANY

Place in the story: Galilee, Bethany, and Jerusalem.

Who they are: Devoted women disciples who receive Jesus’ mercy, teaching, and resurrection hope.

Why they matter: Mary Magdalene becomes an early resurrection witness; Martha confesses Jesus as Messiah; Mary honors Him.
Connection to Jesus: Their stories reveal Jesus as Teacher, Resurrection, and Lord.

Key passages: Luke 8:1-3; 10:38—-42; John 11-12; 20:1-18.

Memory anchor: Jesus dignifies disciples and entrusts them with truth and witness.

STEPHEN, PHILIP, PAUL, AND BARNABAS

Place in the story: Jerusalem, Samaria, Antioch, and the nations.

Who they are: Early witnesses, evangelists, missionaries, and church leaders.

Why they matter: Persecution scatters the gospel; Gentiles are welcomed by grace; churches are planted.
Connection to Jesus: The risen Jesus directs His mission through the Holy Spirit.

Key passages: Acts 6-15; 9:1-31; 13-14.

Memory anchor: The gospel crosses boundaries because Jesus is Lord of all.

JAMES, PRISCILLA, AQUILA, LYDIA, AND PHOEBE

Place in the story: Jerusalem and churches across the Roman world.

Who they are: Leaders, teachers, hosts, coworkers, and servants in the early church.

Why they matter: They show that mission and maturity involve many gifts and faithful partnerships.
Connection to Jesus: Christ creates one family whose members serve one another.

Key passages: Acts 15; 16:11-15; 18:1-28; Romans 16:1-5; James 1-2.

Memory anchor: God advances the gospel through a whole community.

TIMOTHY, TITUS, AND JOHN

Place in the story: Asia Minor, the Mediterranean world, and the later apostolic church.

Who they are: Trusted coworkers and an apostolic witness who strengthen churches.

Why they matter: They guard sound teaching, appoint leaders, encourage love, and call believers to perseverance.
Connection to Jesus: They serve the churches of Jesus while awaiting His appearing and final victory.

Key passages: 1-2 Timothy; Titus; 1-3 John; Revelation 1-3; 21-22.

Memory anchor: Hold to truth, love faithfully, and endure in hope.
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Part Two - Places of the Bible
EDEN

Where it is: The garden where God places the first humans.

Why it matters: Creation, vocation, fellowship, temptation, fall, and expulsion.

Connection to Jesus and the story: Scripture ends with renewed creation, God'’s presence, and the tree of life.
Key passages: Genesis 2-3; Revelation 21-22.

Memory anchor: The lost garden points toward restored creation.

MESOPOTAMIA: UR AND HARAN

Where it is: The broad region between major rivers, including places tied to Abraham’s family.
Why it matters: God calls Abraham from his former setting toward Canaan.

Connection to Jesus and the story: God’s saving promise begins moving toward all nations.
Key passages: Genesis 11:27-12:9; Joshua 24:2-3.

Memory anchor: God calls people to trust and follow Him.

CANAAN AND THE PROMISED LAND

Where it is: The land promised to Abraham’s offspring; later associated with Israel and Judah.

Why it matters: Patriarchs sojourn, Israel enters, kingdoms rise, exile occurs, and a remnant returns.

Connection to Jesus and the story: The land promise participates in the wider story that reaches the nations and finally new creation.
Key passages: Genesis 12:1-9; Joshua 21:43-45; Romans 4:13; Hebrews 11:8-16.

Memory anchor: Gift, rest, responsibility, and hope meet in the land.

EGYPT

Where it is: A major ancient kingdom south and west of Canaan.

Why it matters: A place of refuge for Abraham'’s family and Joseph’s generation, later slavery and exodus, and refuge for Jesus’ family.
Connection to Jesus and the story: Jesus fulfills Israel’s story and leads a greater exodus from sin and death.

Key passages: Genesis 46-50; Exodus 1-15; Matthew 2:13-15.

Memory anchor: God can preserve in Egypt and deliver from Egypt.

RED SEA, SINAI, AND THE WILDERNESS

Where it is: The route from slavery toward covenant and the land.

Why it matters: God parts the sea, meets Israel at Sinai, gives instruction, dwells among them, and tests a generation.

Connection to Jesus and the story: Jesus passes through testing faithfully, fulfills the Law, and leads His people toward lasting rest.
Key passages: Exodus 14; 19-24; Numbers 13-14; Matthew 4:1-11; Hebrews 3—4.

Memory anchor: Rescue leads to covenant life, worship, and trust.

JORDAN AND JERICHO

Where it is: The river boundary and first major city in Joshua'’s entry narrative.

Why it matters: Israel crosses the Jordan; Jericho falls; Rahab is rescued. Jesus is later baptized in the Jordan region.
Connection to Jesus and the story: Jesus identifies with His people in baptism and brings salvation to outsiders who trust Him.
Key passages: Joshua 3-6; Matthew 3:13-17; Luke 19:1-10.

Memory anchor: God opens a way and welcomes faith.

SHECHEM, BETHEL, HEBRON, AND BETHLEHEM

Where it is: Central and southern locations important to patriarchs, covenant, kingship, and Messiah.

Why it matters: Altars, burials, covenant renewal, David’s early reign, Ruth’s story, and Jesus’ birth connect these places.
Connection to Jesus and the story: Bethlehem becomes the promised birthplace of David’s greater Son.

Key passages: Genesis 12:6-7; 28:10-22; Joshua 24; Ruth 1-4; Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:1-6.

Memory anchor: God attaches large promises to ordinary places.

JERUSALEM AND MOUNT ZION

Where it is: David's capital and the central city of temple worship.

Why it matters: Kings reign, the temple stands, prophets warn, Babylon destroys, exiles rebuild, and Jesus dies and rises nearby.
Connection to Jesus and the story: Jesus is the true King and temple; the gospel goes out from Jerusalem; the New Jerusalem pictures final
dwelling with God.

Key passages: 2 Samuel 5-7; 1 Kings 8; Luke 9:51; 24:47; Revelation 21.

Memory anchor: God’s royal city points beyond itself to His final presence and reign.

SAMARIA AND MOUNT CARMEL

Where it is: Northern kingdom territory and a prominent mountain near the coast.
Why it matters: Samaria becomes Israel’s capital; Elijah confronts Baal on Carmel; later ethnic and religious tensions shape Gospel scenes.
Connection to Jesus and the story: Jesus brings good news across hostility, and the early church witnesses in Samaria.
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Key passages: 1 Kings 18; John 4; Acts 1:8; 8:4-25.
Memory anchor: God alone is Lord, and His mercy crosses inherited boundaries.

ASSYRIA AND NINEVEH

Where it is: A powerful empire northeast of Israel; Nineveh was a royal capital.

Why it matters: Assyria conquers northern Israel; Jonah preaches to Nineveh; Nahum later announces its fall.

Connection to Jesus and the story: Jesus invokes Jonah’s sign and surpasses him in obedient mission and resurrection victory.
Key passages: 2 Kings 17; Jonah 1-4; Nahum 1-3; Matthew 12:39-41.

Memory anchor: No empire escapes justice, and no nation lies beyond God’s call to repent.

BABYLON, SUSA, AND PERSIA

Where it is: Centers of exile and imperial rule east of the land.

Why it matters: Judah is exiled to Babylon; Daniel and Ezekiel minister; Esther lives in Susa; Persia permits return.

Connection to Jesus and the story: Jesus preserves His people under worldly powers and leads them toward an unshakable kingdom.
Key passages: 2 Kings 24-25; Daniel 1-7; Esther 1-9; Ezra 1.

Memory anchor: God rules even when His people live far from home.

NAZARETH, GALILEE, AND THE SEA OF GALILEE

Where it is: Jesus’ hometown region and the primary setting of much of His ministry.

Why it matters: Jesus teaches, calls disciples, heals, feeds crowds, calms storms, and reveals the kingdom.

Connection to Jesus and the story: The promised light shines in Galilee, and God’s Son is revealed in ordinary settings.
Key passages: Matthew 2:19-23; 4:12-25; Mark 1-6.

Memory anchor: The King’s ministry begins far from centers of prestige.

CAPERNAUM, BETHANY, AND THE MOUNT OF OLIVES

Where it is: Key ministry locations near the Sea of Galilee and Jerusalem.

Why it matters: Capernaum becomes a ministry base; Bethany is a place of friendship and signs; the Mount of Olives frames teaching, arrest,
ascension, and promised return.

Connection to Jesus and the story: Jesus is Lord over iliness, death, history, and His returning kingdom.

Key passages: Mark 2:1-12; John 11-12; Matthew 24-26; Acts 1:6-12.

Memory anchor: Jesus meets people personally while carrying out God’s global purpose.

GOLGOTHA AND THE TOMB AREA

Where it is: Outside or near the walls of first-century Jerusalem; exact traditional identifications are discussed.
Why it matters: Jesus is crucified, buried, and raised bodily.

Connection to Jesus and the story: The cross and empty tomb stand at the center of the gospel.

Key passages: Matthew 27-28; John 19-20; 1 Corinthians 15:1-8.

Memory anchor: The place of death becomes the setting of victory.

CAESAREA, ANTIOCH, AND ASIA MINOR

Where it is: Roman administrative and mission centers around the eastern Mediterranean.

Why it matters: Gentiles receive the gospel, missionaries are sent, churches are planted, and apostolic letters circulate.

Connection to Jesus and the story: The risen Jesus gathers one people from Jews and Gentiles and sends witnesses toward the nations.
Key passages: Acts 10-15; 16—20; Revelation 1-3.

Memory anchor: The gospel moves outward through Spirit-led churches.

PHILIPPI, THESSALONICA, ATHENS, CORINTH, AND ROME

Where it is: Major cities of Paul’s mission and the Roman world.

Why it matters: Churches form amid commerce, philosophy, politics, suffering, and cultural pressure; Paul eventually withnesses in Rome.
Connection to Jesus and the story: Jesus is Lord over every city and Caesar, forming holy communities under His reign.

Key passages: Acts 16—18; 28; Romans; 1-2 Corinthians; Philippians; 1-2 Thessalonians.

Memory anchor: No culture is beyond the gospel’s reach or Christ’s authority.

THE ENDS OF THE EARTH AND NEW CREATION

Where it is: Every nation now, and the renewed heaven and earth at Christ's return.

Why it matters: The church continues its mission beyond the first century while awaiting resurrection, judgment, and God'’s final dwelling with
His people.

Connection to Jesus and the story: Jesus receives worship from every people and makes all things new.

Key passages: Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; Revelation 7:9-10; 21-22.

Memory anchor: The Bible’s geographic movement ends with God dwelling among a redeemed people from every nation.
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Quick-Reference Geographic Movement

Beginnings: Eden and Mesopotamia.

Promise: Ur and Haran toward Canaan.

Preservation and rescue: Canaan to Egypt, then through the sea to Sinai.

Land and kingdom: Jordan, Jericho, tribal territories, Hebron, Bethlehem, Jerusalem, and Samaria.

Judgment and exile: Assyria, Nineveh, Babylon, and Susa.

Messiah: Bethlehem, Nazareth, Galilee, Samaria, Judea, Jerusalem, Golgotha, and the empty tomb.

Mission: Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, Antioch, Asia Minor, Macedonia, Achaia, Rome, and the ends of the earth.
Completion: the renewed heaven and earth and the New Jerusalem.
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Part Three - Want to Go Deeper?
People Are Not Flat Characters

Biblical people are neither flawless heroes nor merely warnings. Abraham trusts and fears. Moses obeys and fails. David worships and sins
grievously. Peter confesses and denies. Ask what the passage reveals about God, human nature, covenant faithfulness, sin, grace, and
responsibility.

Description Is Not Endorsement

Narrative may record deception, violence, polygamy, abuse, rash vows, or political compromise without approving them. Read the narrator’s
evaluation, God’s commands, consequences, and the Bible’s wider moral teaching. Difficult texts deserve patience, context, and trustworthy
help.

Women in the Biblical Story

Women participate throughout covenant life as mothers, daughters, workers, worshipers, prophets, judges, patrons, disciples, witnesses, and
coworkers. Sarah, Hagar, Miriam, Deborah, Huldah, Ruth, Hannah, Abigail, Esther, Mary, Elizabeth, Mary Magdalene, Martha, Lydia, Priscilla,
Phoebe, and many unnamed women display courage, wisdom, suffering, faith, and service. Their stories should not be treated as side notes.

Names, Titles, and Repeated Names

Abram becomes Abraham, Sarai becomes Sarah, Jacob becomes Israel, Simon is called Peter, and Saul is also known as Paul. Different
people may share a name—several Herods, Marys, Jameses, Judases, and Zechariahs appear. Pharaoh is a royal title, not always a personal
name. Use family, ruler, location, and date clues to identify the right person.

Disciple, Apostle, Priest, Levite, Prophet, and King

A disciple is a learner and follower. Apostle means one who is sent and can refer broadly to a messenger, while “the apostles” often identifies

authoritative witnesses commissioned by the risen Jesus. Priests oversee sacrifices and sanctuary service; Levites have wider worship duties;
prophets communicate God'’s word; kings govern under God'’s authority. Jesus fulfills and surpasses these offices as final Priest, true Prophet,
and eternal King.

Types and Patterns

Scripture develops real patterns—Adam, exodus, Passover, sacrifice, priesthood, temple, kingship, exile, return—that reach greater fulfillment
in Christ. Responsible typology respects the original event and follows connections established by Scripture; it does not turn every detail into a
secret symbol.

Geography Serves the Story

Mountains, rivers, deserts, roads, borders, ports, and imperial cities shape travel, danger, worship, politics, and mission. “Going up” to
Jerusalem commonly reflects elevation as well as importance. Geography adds texture, but the theological message remains primary.
Place Names Change and Some Locations Are Uncertain

A place may carry more than one name or be rebuilt in a nearby location. Ancient boundaries do not match modern borders exactly.
Archaeologists and historians sometimes propose more than one site. Good study distinguishes what is clear from what remains debated.
Archaeology and Extra-Biblical Evidence

Archaeology studies material remains such as buildings, inscriptions, pottery, roads, coins, and burial practices. It can illuminate ancient life,
rulers, languages, destruction layers, and geography. Some discoveries fit biblical settings remarkably well; other evidence raises questions or
is interpreted differently. Archaeology rarely proves a theological claim by itself, and absence of discovered evidence is not automatically
evidence that an event did not occur. Use responsible sources, distinguish artifact from interpretation, and avoid sensational claims on either
side.

Modern Countries and Ancient Lands

Biblical lands overlap parts of modern Israel and the Palestinian territories, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Iran, Turkey, Greece, Italy, and
neighboring regions. Modern borders and political identities must not simply be projected backward onto ancient peoples.

Israel, Judah, and Jewish Identity

Israel may name Jacob, all twelve tribes, the united nation, the northern kingdom after division, or God’s covenant people depending on
context. Judah may name Jacob’s son, a tribe, the southern kingdom, or its territory. “Jew” develops from association with Judah and later
identifies the Jewish people more broadly. Context determines the sense.

The Land and Differing Christian Interpretations

Christians agree that God is faithful, the land matters in the Old Testament story, Jesus is Israel's Messiah, and the gospel goes to every
nation. They differ on how biblical land promises relate to the modern State of Israel, the church, the millennium, and new creation. Covenant
theology, dispensational traditions, and other approaches arrange these relationships differently. Study passages in context, reject contempt for
Jewish or Palestinian people, and speak with humility and justice.
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Heaven, Earth, and New Creation

Christian hope is not merely escape from earth. Scripture promises Christ’s return, bodily resurrection, final judgment, and a renewed creation
where God dwells with His people. The New Jerusalem image gathers temple, city, garden, kingship, nations, and presence into the story’s
final horizon.

A Responsible People-Study Process

Read the whole scene and nearby chapters.

Identify the person’s family, era, covenant setting, and location.

Separate what the text describes from what it approves.

Notice words, choices, consequences, growth, and the narrator’s evaluation.
Compare later biblical references to the person.

Ask what the account reveals about God and His purposes.

Trace a connection to Jesus only where Scripture supports it.

State conclusions modestly and respond faithfully.

People-study worksheet

Person and passage:

Where does this occur in the Bible story?

What does the passage actually say?

What is admirable, sinful, painful, or unresolved?
How does God act?

How does later Scripture use this person?

What connection to Jesus is textually supported?
How should this truth shape faith and life?

A Responsible Place-Study Process

Locate the place on a dependable Bible map.

Identify its ancient region, terrain, and nearby routes.

List the events connected to it without blending separate periods.
Ask whether its name or boundaries changed.

Notice its covenant, worship, political, or mission significance.
Distinguish a certain location from a proposed identification.
Follow how later Scripture reuses the place or image.

Return to the passage’s main message.

Place-study worksheet

Place and passage:

Where is it relative to familiar locations?

What happens there?

Who controls it in this period?

What geographic features matter?

Does the place carry earlier biblical associations?
How does it serve the book’s message?

Does later Scripture develop its significance?

Seven Days of Beginner Practice

Day 1 - Abraham and Canaan

Read Genesis 12:1-9. What does God promise, and why does the journey matter?

Day 2 - Joseph and Egypt

Read Genesis 45:1-15 and 50:15-21. How does God preserve life through suffering and human evil?

Day 3 - Moses, Sinai, and covenant

Read Exodus 3:1-15 and 19:1-8. What does God reveal about Himself and His purpose for Israel?

Day 4 - Ruth, Boaz, and Bethlehem

Read Ruth 1 and 4. How do loyal love, redemption, and place serve God’s promise?

Day 5 - David and Jerusalem
Read 2 Samuel 5:1-12 and 7:8-17. What does God promise beyond David?
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Day 6 - Jesus in Galilee and Jerusalem

Read Mark 1:14-20 and Luke 24:1-12. How do these settings frame Jesus’ mission and victory?

Day 7 - Antioch, the nations, and new creation
Read Acts 13:1-12 and Revelation 21:1-5. Where is God’s mission going?

Review and Reflection

Why should biblical people not be treated as flawless heroes?

How can you tell whether a narrative approves an action?

Which family line leads from Abraham through David to Jesus?

Why do repeated names and changing place names require context?

How do Egypt, Sinai, Jerusalem, Babylon, and Rome serve different movements of the story?
What can archaeology clarify, and what can it not prove by itself?

Why should ancient lands not be equated simplistically with modern borders?

How does the story move from a garden to a city-garden in new creation?

Which person or place would you like to study next?

Final encouragement

You do not need to memorize every name and location at once. Learn the main movements, keep a map nearby, follow one person or place
through its passage, and let understanding grow. The Bible’s people and places matter because God acted in history—and because the whole
story reaches its center in Jesus Christ.

A prayer of response

Father, thank You for acting through real people and places. Help me learn with patience, recognize both sin and grace, follow Your promises,
and see Jesus at the center. Make me a faithful witness wherever You place me. Amen.
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A Call to Salvation

The Bible’s story announces good news. All people have sinned and cannot rescue themselves. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, lived without sin,
died for our sins, was buried, and rose bodily from the dead. Salvation is God'’s gift, received by grace through faith—not earned by works.
Scripture calls us to repent, believe the gospel, confess Jesus as Lord, and trust Him. Read Mark 1:14-15; John 3:16—-18; Romans 3:23-26;
6:23; 10:9-13; and 1 Corinthians 15:1-4.

A simple prayer
Lord Jesus, | know that | have sinned and cannot save myself. | believe You died for my sins and rose again. Please forgive me, make me new,
and teach me to follow You. | place my trust in You. Amen.

A prayer is not a magic formula. Jesus saves. If you have trusted Him, begin reading Scripture, pray, and connect with a faithful local church
where the gospel is proclaimed and Christ is honored.

Use, share, and verify

Please verify all content through Scripture.

3Nalils exists to help people know God by understanding His Word, recognizing Jesus throughout Scripture, and becoming lifelong disciples
who study the Bible with growing confidence.

Point people to God.

Reveal the heart of the Father.

Magnify Jesus.

Be grounded in Scripture.

Encourage readers to open their Bibles.
Build confidence, not dependence.

Rooted in Scripture — Pointing to Jesus
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