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Old Testament Overview
A Book-by-Book Bible Companion

Purpose. This guide provides a concise orientation to every Old Testament book so you can 
recognize its setting, major themes, place in the biblical story, and connections to Jesus.

How to Use This Guide

Read the overview before beginning a biblical book, then keep it nearby as a memory aid. Open your 
Bible and verify each cited passage in context; these summaries are companions to Scripture, not 
substitutes for it.

What You’ll Find
A snapshot, big idea, key people and events, defining chapters, key verses, a carefully framed Jesus 
connection, and a short memory statement for each book.

Read as One Story
The Old Testament records creation, covenant, kingdom, exile, restoration, and the growing 
expectation of God’s promised Redeemer. Jesus taught that the Law, Prophets, and Psalms 
ultimately bear witness to Him (Luke 24:27, 44–47).

Independent verification: Interpret every passage within its literary, historical, and covenant 
context, and compare each summary with the full biblical text.
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Genesis
Type: Law  •  Chapters: 50  •  Key Figure: Abraham  •  Memory Anchor: God Begins His Plan  •  Defining 
Verse: Genesis 50:20

Big Idea
God creates the world; humanity falls into sin; and God begins His redemptive plan through a 
covenant family.

Why It Matters
Genesis explains creation, sin, covenant, and the beginning of God's rescue plan.

Key Characters
Adam • Noah • Abraham • Isaac • Jacob • Joseph

Key Events
Creation • Fall • Flood • Babel • Abrahamic Covenant • Joseph in Egypt

Major Themes
Creation • Sin • Covenant • Faith • Redemption • Sovereignty

Defining Chapters
1 (Creation) • 3 (Fall) • 12 (Covenant) • 22 (Provision) • 37 (Joseph) • 50 (Sovereignty)

Key Verses
1:1 • 12:2 • 22:8 • 50:20

Jesus Connection
Seed of the Woman (3:15) • Promised Offspring of Abraham (12:3) • Greater Isaac (22:8) • Greater 
Joseph (37–50)

What We Often Miss
Genesis is not primarily about beginnings—it is about redemption beginning.

Memory Statement
God begins His rescue plan through Abraham's covenant family.
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Exodus
Type: Law  •  Chapters: 40  •  Key Figure: Moses  •  Memory Anchor: God Delivers His People  •  Defining 
Verse: Exodus 6:7

Big Idea
God rescues Israel from slavery, establishes His covenant, and teaches His people how to live in 
relationship with Him.

Why It Matters
Exodus reveals God as Redeemer, Deliverer, Lawgiver, and Dweller among His people. It is the 
foundational salvation story of the Old Testament.

Key Characters
Moses • Aaron • Pharaoh • Miriam • Joshua

Key Events
Burning Bush • Ten Plagues • Passover • Red Sea Crossing • Ten Commandments • Golden Calf • 
Tabernacle

Major Themes
Redemption • Deliverance • Covenant • Worship • Obedience • God's Presence

Defining Chapters
3 (Burning Bush) • 12 (Passover) • 14 (Red Sea) • 20 (Ten Commandments) • 32 (Golden Calf) • 40 
(God's Glory)

Key Verses
3:14 • 6:7 • 12:13 • 14:14 • 20:3 • 34:6-7

Jesus Connection
Greater Moses • Passover Lamb • Bread from Heaven • Rock That Gives Living Water • True 
Tabernacle • Perfect Mediator

What We Often Miss
Exodus is not primarily about escaping Egypt—it is about God forming a redeemed people who will 
worship Him and reflect His character.

Memory Statement
God delivers His people from slavery so they can live in covenant relationship with Him.
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Leviticus
Type: Law  •  Chapters: 27  •  Key Figure: Aaron  •  Memory Anchor: Be Holy  •  Defining Verse: Leviticus 
19:2

Big Idea
God teaches His redeemed people how to approach Him, worship Him, and live holy lives.

Why It Matters
Leviticus explains God's holiness and shows that sinful people need atonement and cleansing to live 
in relationship with Him.

Key Characters
Aaron • Moses • Priests • Israelites

Key Events
Sacrificial System • Priesthood Established • Day of Atonement • Holiness Laws • Blessings and 
Curses

Major Themes
Holiness • Atonement • Worship • Sacrifice • Purity • Obedience

Defining Chapters
1 (Burnt Offering) • 10 (Nadab & Abihu) • 16 (Day of Atonement) • 19 (Holiness Code) • 23 (Feasts) • 
26 (Blessings & Curses)

Key Verses
11:44 • 17:11 • 19:2 • 20:26

Jesus Connection
Perfect Sacrifice • Great High Priest • Day of Atonement Fulfilled • Ultimate Sin Offering • Cleansing 
from Sin

What We Often Miss
Leviticus is not merely a book of rules—it is a guide to living near a holy God.

Memory Statement
God's redeemed people are called to reflect His holiness.
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Numbers
Type: Law  •  Chapters: 36  •  Key Figure: Moses  •  Memory Anchor: Trust God in the Wilderness  •  
Defining Verse: Numbers 14:11

Big Idea
God faithfully leads His people through the wilderness despite their repeated unbelief and rebellion.

Why It Matters
Numbers reveals the consequences of unbelief and the faithfulness of God even when His people 
fail.

Key Characters
Moses • Aaron • Miriam • Joshua • Caleb • Balaam

Key Events
Census • Twelve Spies • Wilderness Wanderings • Bronze Serpent • Balaam's Prophecies • Second 
Census

Major Themes
Faith • Unbelief • Judgment • Leadership • God's Faithfulness • Perseverance

Defining Chapters
13 (Spies Sent) • 14 (Israel Rebels) • 20 (Moses Strikes Rock) • 21 (Bronze Serpent) • 22 (Balaam) • 
32 (Settlement East of Jordan)

Key Verses
6:24-26 • 14:11 • 14:18 • 21:9 • 23:19

Jesus Connection
Bronze Serpent • Faithful Deliverer • Greater Joshua • Star Out of Jacob • Shepherd of God's People

What We Often Miss
The wilderness was not merely punishment—it was a place of testing, preparation, and dependence 
upon God.

Memory Statement
God remains faithful even when His people struggle to trust Him.
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Deuteronomy
Type: Law  •  Chapters: 34  •  Key Figure: Moses  •  Memory Anchor: Choose Life  •  Defining Verse: 
Deuteronomy 30:19

Big Idea
Moses prepares Israel to enter the Promised Land by reminding them of God's faithfulness and 
renewing the covenant.

Why It Matters
Deuteronomy calls God's people to wholehearted love, obedience, and covenant faithfulness.

Key Characters
Moses • Joshua • Israelites

Key Events
Moses' Final Sermons • Covenant Renewal • Blessings and Curses • Joshua Commissioned • Death 
of Moses

Major Themes
Obedience • Covenant • Love for God • Remembrance • Faithfulness • Choice

Defining Chapters
6 (Great Commandment) • 8 (Remember the Lord) • 28 (Blessings & Curses) • 30 (Choose Life) • 31 
(Joshua Commissioned) • 34 (Death of Moses)

Key Verses
6:4-5 • 8:3 • 10:12 • 30:19 • 34:10

Jesus Connection
Greater Moses • True Prophet • Perfect Law Keeper • Bread of Life • Covenant Mediator

What We Often Miss
Deuteronomy is less about laws and more about a loving relationship expressed through obedience.

Memory Statement
God calls His people to remember His faithfulness and choose life through obedience.
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Joshua
Type: History  •  Chapters: 24  •  Key Figure: Joshua  •  Memory Anchor: Courageous Faith  •  Defining 
Verse: Joshua 1:9

Big Idea
God fulfills His promise by bringing Israel into the Promised Land and giving them victory through 
faith and obedience.

Why It Matters
Joshua demonstrates God's faithfulness to His promises and the importance of trusting Him in every 
battle.

Key Characters
Joshua • Rahab • Caleb • Eleazar

Key Events
Crossing the Jordan • Fall of Jericho • Conquest of Canaan • Division of the Land • Covenant 
Renewal

Major Themes
Faith • Courage • Victory • Obedience • Inheritance • God's Faithfulness

Defining Chapters
1 (Commissioning Joshua) • 2 (Rahab) • 6 (Jericho) • 14 (Caleb's Inheritance) • 22 (Eastern Tribes) • 
24 (Choose This Day)

Key Verses
1:9 • 3:5 • 21:45 • 23:14 • 24:15

Jesus Connection
Greater Joshua • Conqueror of Sin • Giver of Rest • Faithful Leader • Keeper of God's Promises

What We Often Miss
Joshua is not primarily a military story—it is a story about God's faithfulness to fulfill His promises.

Memory Statement
God gives victory and inheritance to those who trust and follow Him.
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Judges
Type: History  •  Chapters: 21  •  Key Figure: Samson  •  Memory Anchor: Everyone Did What Was Right in 
Their Own Eyes  •  Defining Verse: Judges 21:25

Big Idea
Israel repeatedly turns away from God, experiences oppression, cries out for help, and is delivered by 
judges.

Why It Matters
Judges reveals the devastating consequences of spiritual compromise and humanity's need for a 
righteous king.

Key Characters
Othniel • Ehud • Deborah and Barak • Gideon • Jephthah • Samson

Key Events
Cycles of Rebellion • Deborah's Victory • Gideon's Calling • Jephthah's Leadership • Samson's Life

Major Themes
Sin • Deliverance • Compromise • Leadership • Mercy • Need for a King

Defining Chapters
2 (Cycle of Judges) • 4 (Deborah) • 6 (Gideon) • 11 (Jephthah) • 13 (Birth of Samson) • 21 (Israel's 
Condition)

Key Verses
2:18 • 6:12 • 17:6 • 21:25

Jesus Connection
True Deliverer • Perfect Judge • Righteous King • Faithful Redeemer • Savior of His People

What We Often Miss
The judges are deeply flawed deliverers, not a gallery of heroes to imitate. Their stories expose 
Israel’s downward spiral and need for a righteous king.

Memory Statement
When people reject God's authority, chaos follows.
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Ruth
Type: History  •  Chapters: 4  •  Key Figure: Ruth  •  Memory Anchor: Redemption Through Faithfulness  •  
Defining Verse: Ruth 4:14

Big Idea
God works through ordinary faithfulness to bring redemption, provision, and the lineage of King 
David.

Why It Matters
Ruth demonstrates God's providence and redemption even during the dark days of the Judges.

Key Characters
Ruth • Naomi • Boaz

Key Events
Return to Bethlehem • Gleaning in the Fields • Kinsman-Redeemer • Marriage of Ruth and Boaz

Major Themes
Redemption • Loyalty • Providence • Faithfulness • Grace • Family

Defining Chapters
1 (Ruth's Commitment) • 2 (Boaz's Kindness) • 3 (Redemption Requested) • 4 (Redemption 
Completed)

Key Verses
1:16 • 2:12 • 3:9 • 4:14

Jesus Connection
Kinsman-Redeemer • Redeemer of the Outsider • Ancestor of David • Ancestor of Christ • Picture of 
Grace

What We Often Miss
Ruth shows how God is quietly working behind the scenes long before His plan becomes visible.

Memory Statement
God brings redemption through ordinary acts of faithfulness.
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1 Samuel
Type: History  •  Chapters: 31  •  Key Figure: David  •  Memory Anchor: God Looks at the Heart  •  Defining 
Verse: 1 Samuel 16:7

Big Idea
Israel transitions from judges to kings, revealing the difference between human leadership and God's 
chosen leadership.

Why It Matters
1 Samuel shows that God's purposes are accomplished through hearts surrendered to Him rather 
than outward appearance or human strength.

Key Characters
Samuel • Saul • David • Hannah • Jonathan

Key Events
Samuel's Birth • Saul Anointed • David and Goliath • Saul's Decline • David's Rise

Major Themes
Leadership • Obedience • Faith • Humility • God's Sovereignty • Heart Condition

Defining Chapters
3 (Samuel Called) • 8 (Israel Demands a King) • 15 (Saul Rejected) • 16 (David Anointed) • 17 
(Goliath) • 24 (David Spares Saul)

Key Verses
3:10 • 8:7 • 15:22 • 16:7 • 17:45

Jesus Connection
Greater David • Good Shepherd • Anointed King • Faithful Deliverer • Righteous Ruler

What We Often Miss
The contrast between Saul and David is ultimately a contrast between self-reliance and dependence 
upon God.

Memory Statement
God values the condition of the heart above outward appearance.
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2 Samuel
Type: History  •  Chapters: 24  •  Key Figure: David  •  Memory Anchor: The King After God's Heart  •  
Defining Verse: 2 Samuel 7:16

Big Idea
David establishes his kingdom, receives God's covenant promise, experiences great victories, and 
suffers the consequences of personal sin.

Why It Matters
2 Samuel reveals both the blessings of following God and the far-reaching consequences of sin, while 
establishing the covenant that points to the Messiah.

Key Characters
David • Nathan • Bathsheba • Absalom • Joab

Key Events
David Becomes King • Davidic Covenant • Mephibosheth • David and Bathsheba • Absalom's 
Rebellion • David's Census

Major Themes
Kingship • Covenant • Grace • Repentance • Consequences • God's Faithfulness

Defining Chapters
5 (David Established) • 7 (Davidic Covenant) • 9 (Mephibosheth) • 11 (Bathsheba) • 12 (Nathan 
Confronts David) • 22 (David's Song)

Key Verses
7:16 • 12:13 • 22:2 • 22:31

Jesus Connection
Son of David • Eternal King • Covenant Fulfillment • Merciful King • Promised Messiah

What We Often Miss
David's greatness is not found in perfection but in repentance and dependence upon God.

Memory Statement
God's covenant stands even when His people fail.



3Nails  •  Old Testament Overview  •  12
Created with care by a fellow student of God’s Word. Please verify all content through Scripture. I appreciate the extra sets of eyes that help catch details I may have missed. To report a 

possible error, email 3NailResources@gmail.com.

1 Kings
Type: History  •  Chapters: 22  •  Key Figure: Solomon  •  Memory Anchor: A Divided Heart Divides a 
Kingdom  •  Defining Verse: 1 Kings 11:4

Big Idea
Israel reaches its height under Solomon but begins its decline as kings and people turn away from 
God.

Why It Matters
1 Kings demonstrates that wisdom, wealth, and power cannot replace obedience and wholehearted 
devotion to God.

Key Characters
Solomon • Elijah • Ahab • Jezebel • Jeroboam • Rehoboam

Key Events
Solomon's Wisdom • Temple Construction • Kingdom Divided • Elijah on Carmel • Naboth's Vineyard

Major Themes
Wisdom • Worship • Idolatry • Leadership • Covenant Faithfulness • Judgment

Defining Chapters
3 (Wisdom Granted) • 8 (Temple Dedication) • 11 (Solomon's Fall) • 12 (Kingdom Divides) • 18 
(Mount Carmel) • 19 (Still Small Voice)

Key Verses
3:9 • 8:61 • 11:4 • 18:21 • 19:12

Jesus Connection
Greater Solomon • True Temple • Perfect King • Prophet Greater Than Elijah • Lord of the Covenant

What We Often Miss
The kingdom divided politically because it first divided spiritually.

Memory Statement
A divided heart eventually produces a divided life.
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2 Kings
Type: History  •  Chapters: 25  •  Key Figure: Elisha  •  Memory Anchor: God Remains Faithful  •  Defining 
Verse: 2 Kings 17:13

Big Idea
The kingdoms of Israel and Judah decline and eventually fall because of persistent rebellion against 
God.

Why It Matters
2 Kings reveals God's patience, justice, and faithfulness despite generations of disobedience.

Key Characters
Elisha • Hezekiah • Josiah • Elijah • Naaman

Key Events
Elijah Taken to Heaven • Elisha's Ministry • Fall of Israel • Hezekiah's Revival • Josiah's Reform • Fall 
of Judah

Major Themes
Judgment • Repentance • Prophecy • Reform • Covenant • God's Patience

Defining Chapters
2 (Elijah Taken Up) • 5 (Naaman) • 17 (Fall of Israel) • 18 (Hezekiah) • 22 (Josiah Finds the Law) • 25 
(Fall of Judah)

Key Verses
2:11 • 5:14 • 17:13 • 19:19 • 22:19

Jesus Connection
Greater Prophet • Healer of the Nations • Restorer of God's People • Faithful Witness • Hope Beyond 
Judgment

What We Often Miss
The fall of Israel and Judah was not sudden—it was the result of generations of compromise.

Memory Statement
God's warnings are acts of mercy before judgment comes.
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1 Chronicles
Type: History  •  Chapters: 29  •  Key Figure: David  •  Memory Anchor: Prepare the Way  •  Defining Verse: 
1 Chronicles 29:11

Big Idea
God's covenant with David and preparation for the Temple reveal His sovereign plan for worship and 
the Messiah.

Why It Matters
1 Chronicles reminds God's people of their identity, heritage, and hope through God's covenant 
promises.

Key Characters
David • Solomon • Priests • Levites

Key Events
Genealogies • David's Reign • Ark Brought to Jerusalem • Temple Preparations • David's Final 
Charge

Major Themes
Worship • Covenant • Preparation • Leadership • Legacy • God's Sovereignty

Defining Chapters
11 (David Crowned) • 13 (Ark Moved Improperly) • 16 (David's Worship) • 17 (Davidic Covenant) • 22 
(Temple Preparation) • 29 (David's Prayer)

Key Verses
16:34 • 17:14 • 22:19 • 29:11

Jesus Connection
Son of David • Eternal King • Worthy of Worship • Covenant Fulfillment • Promised Messiah

What We Often Miss
Chronicles focuses less on David's failures and more on God's faithfulness and future promises.

Memory Statement
Prepare faithfully today for what God intends tomorrow.
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2 Chronicles
Type: History  •  Chapters: 36  •  Key Figure: Solomon  •  Memory Anchor: Return to the Lord  •  Defining 
Verse: 2 Chronicles 7:14

Big Idea
The history of Judah reveals that revival comes through repentance and restoration comes through 
returning to God.

Why It Matters
2 Chronicles emphasizes worship, repentance, and God's willingness to restore those who seek Him.

Key Characters
Solomon • Asa • Jehoshaphat • Hezekiah • Josiah

Key Events
Temple Built • Temple Dedicated • National Revivals • Assyrian Deliverance • Josiah's Reform • Exile

Major Themes
Revival • Worship • Repentance • Prayer • Restoration • God's Faithfulness

Defining Chapters
7 (God's Response) • 14 (Asa's Trust) • 20 (Jehoshaphat's Victory) • 29 (Hezekiah's Revival) • 34 
(Josiah's Reform) • 36 (Exile)

Key Verses
7:14 • 16:9 • 20:15 • 30:9 • 36:23

Jesus Connection
Greater Temple • Perfect King • Restorer of God's People • Answer to Revival • Fulfillment of God's 
Promises

What We Often Miss
Chronicles was written to people returning from exile, emphasizing hope and restoration rather than 
failure.

Memory Statement
God restores those who humble themselves and seek Him.
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Ezra
Type: History  •  Chapters: 10  •  Key Figure: Ezra  •  Memory Anchor: Return and Rebuild  •  Defining Verse: 
Ezra 7:10

Big Idea
God brings His people back from exile, restores worship, and renews their commitment to His Word.

Why It Matters
Ezra demonstrates God's faithfulness to restore His people and the central importance of Scripture in 
spiritual renewal.

Key Characters
Ezra • Zerubbabel • Jeshua • Cyrus • Artaxerxes

Key Events
Return from Exile • Temple Rebuilt • Opposition Overcome • Ezra Arrives • Spiritual Reform

Major Themes
Restoration • Worship • God's Word • Repentance • Faithfulness • Renewal

Defining Chapters
1 (Return Decreed) • 3 (Altar Restored) • 4 (Opposition) • 6 (Temple Completed) • 7 (Ezra Arrives) • 9 
(Confession)

Key Verses
1:1 • 3:11 • 6:14 • 7:10 • 9:6

Jesus Connection
Restorer of God's People • True Temple Builder • Fulfillment of God's Promises • Teacher of God's 
Word • Faithful Redeemer

What We Often Miss
The greatest restoration in Ezra is not the Temple—it is the people's return to God.

Memory Statement
True restoration begins when God's people return to His Word.
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Nehemiah
Type: History  •  Chapters: 13  •  Key Figure: Nehemiah  •  Memory Anchor: Rebuild What Is Broken  •  
Defining Verse: Nehemiah 2:18

Big Idea
God uses Nehemiah to rebuild Jerusalem's walls and lead spiritual renewal among His people.

Why It Matters
Nehemiah demonstrates courageous leadership, perseverance, prayer, and dependence upon God 
amid opposition.

Key Characters
Nehemiah • Ezra • Artaxerxes • Sanballat • Tobiah

Key Events
Burden for Jerusalem • Wall Rebuilt • Opposition Faced • Public Reading of the Law • Covenant 
Renewal

Major Themes
Leadership • Prayer • Restoration • Perseverance • Obedience • Community

Defining Chapters
1 (Nehemiah's Prayer) • 2 (Commissioned) • 4 (Opposition) • 6 (Wall Completed) • 8 (Law Read) • 9 
(National Repentance)

Key Verses
1:4 • 2:18 • 4:14 • 8:10 • 9:17

Jesus Connection
Rebuilder of Broken Lives • Faithful Shepherd • Restorer of God's People • Source of Joy • Leader 
Who Intercedes

What We Often Miss
The wall was rebuilt in 52 days, but rebuilding hearts took much longer.

Memory Statement
God strengthens His people to rebuild what sin and hardship have broken.



3Nails  •  Old Testament Overview  •  18
Created with care by a fellow student of God’s Word. Please verify all content through Scripture. I appreciate the extra sets of eyes that help catch details I may have missed. To report a 

possible error, email 3NailResources@gmail.com.

Esther
Type: History  •  Chapters: 10  •  Key Figure: Esther  •  Memory Anchor: For Such a Time as This  •  Defining 
Verse: Esther 4:14

Big Idea
God preserves His people through His unseen providence during a time of great danger.

Why It Matters
Esther reveals God's sovereign protection even when His presence seems hidden.

Key Characters
Esther • Mordecai • Haman • King Ahasuerus

Key Events
Esther Becomes Queen • Haman's Plot • Esther's Courage • Deliverance of the Jews • Feast of Purim

Major Themes
Providence • Courage • Protection • Faithfulness • Deliverance • Sovereignty

Defining Chapters
2 (Esther Chosen) • 3 (Haman's Plot) • 4 (Mordecai's Challenge) • 5 (Esther's Banquet) • 7 (Haman 
Falls) • 9 (Purim Established)

Key Verses
4:14 • 5:2 • 7:3 • 9:1

Jesus Connection
Advocate for His People • Deliverer from Destruction • Sovereign King • Protector of God's Covenant 
People • Reverser of Condemnation

What We Often Miss
God's name is never mentioned in Esther, yet His fingerprints are on every page.

Memory Statement
God is working behind the scenes even when we cannot see Him.
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Job
Type: Wisdom  •  Chapters: 42  •  Key Figure: Job  •  Memory Anchor: Trust God in the Storm  •  Defining 
Verse: Job 42:5

Big Idea
Job wrestles with suffering, justice, and God's sovereignty while learning to trust God beyond his 
understanding.

Why It Matters
Job teaches that faith is rooted in who God is, not merely in favorable circumstances.

Key Characters
Job • Eliphaz • Bildad • Zophar • Elihu

Key Events
Heavenly Challenge • Loss and Suffering • Dialogues • God's Response • Restoration

Major Themes
Suffering • Faith • Sovereignty • Wisdom • Trust • Perseverance

Defining Chapters
1 (Testing Begins) • 2 (Further Affliction) • 19 (Redeemer Lives) • 28 (Wisdom) • 38 (God Speaks) • 
42 (Restoration)

Key Verses
1:21 • 19:25 • 28:28 • 38:4 • 42:5

Jesus Connection
Suffering Servant • Innocent Yet Afflicted • Living Redeemer • Faithful Intercessor • Hope in Suffering

What We Often Miss
The book does not fully answer why suffering happens; it reveals who God is amid suffering.

Memory Statement
Faith trusts God's character even when His purposes remain hidden.
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Psalms
Type: Wisdom  •  Chapters: 150  •  Key Figure: David  •  Memory Anchor: Worship the Lord  •  Defining 
Verse: Psalm 119:105

Big Idea
Psalms teaches God's people how to worship, pray, lament, trust, and praise Him in every season of 
life.

Why It Matters
The Psalms provide a vocabulary for every human emotion while continually directing hearts back to 
God.

Key Characters
David • Asaph • Sons of Korah • Solomon • Moses

Key Events
Messianic Psalms • Songs of Ascent • Royal Psalms • Laments • Hymns of Praise

Major Themes
Worship • Prayer • Trust • Praise • Lament • God's Kingship

Defining Chapters
1 (Two Paths) • 23 (Good Shepherd) • 51 (Repentance) • 91 (Protection) • 119 (God's Word) • 150 
(Praise)

Key Verses
1:2 • 23:1 • 46:1 • 51:10 • 119:105 • 150:6

Jesus Connection
Good Shepherd • Anointed King • Suffering Messiah • Risen Lord • Eternal King

What We Often Miss
The Psalms are not arranged randomly; they tell a larger story of God's kingdom, exile, hope, and 
ultimate restoration.

Memory Statement
Whatever season you are in, bring it honestly before God in worship.
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Proverbs
Type: Wisdom  •  Chapters: 31  •  Key Figure: Solomon  •  Memory Anchor: Wisdom Begins with God  •  
Defining Verse: Proverbs 9:10

Big Idea
Proverbs teaches practical wisdom for living a God-honoring life in every area of daily experience.

Why It Matters
Proverbs reveals that true wisdom begins with reverence for God and shapes every decision, 
relationship, and pursuit.

Key Characters
Solomon • Agur • Lemuel • Wise Son • Fool

Key Events
Wisdom's Call • Father's Instructions • Contrast of Wise and Foolish Living • Virtuous Woman

Major Themes
Wisdom • Fear of the Lord • Righteousness • Discipline • Speech • Integrity

Defining Chapters
1 (Purpose of Proverbs) • 3 (Trust the Lord) • 8 (Wisdom Personified) • 9 (Two Invitations) • 15 
(Power of Words) • 31 (Virtuous Woman)

Key Verses
1:7 • 3:5-6 • 9:10 • 15:1 • 27:17 • 31:30

Jesus Connection
Wisdom Personified • Perfect Teacher • Source of Truth • Greater Solomon • Embodiment of God's 
Wisdom

What We Often Miss
Proverbs are principles for wise living, not unconditional promises guaranteeing specific outcomes.

Memory Statement
True wisdom begins with fearing God and trusting His ways.
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Ecclesiastes
Type: Wisdom  •  Chapters: 12  •  Key Figure: Solomon  •  Memory Anchor: Life Makes Sense with God  •  
Defining Verse: Ecclesiastes 12:13

Big Idea
Life apart from God is ultimately empty, but life centered on God has purpose and meaning.

Why It Matters
Ecclesiastes honestly explores life's frustrations while directing us toward lasting hope in God.

Key Characters
The Teacher (Qoheleth) • God

Key Events
Search for Meaning • Vanity of Earthly Pursuits • Seasons of Life • Fear God

Major Themes
Meaning • Eternity • Wisdom • Mortality • Contentment • Reverence

Defining Chapters
1 (Vanity) • 3 (A Time for Everything) • 5 (Worship) • 7 (Wisdom) • 11 (Live Fully) • 12 (Final 
Conclusion)

Key Verses
1:2 • 3:11 • 7:14 • 11:9 • 12:13

Jesus Connection
True Meaning of Life • Eternal King • Source of Lasting Joy • Wisdom from God • Fulfillment Beyond 
the Sun

What We Often Miss
Ecclesiastes is not pessimistic—it exposes false hopes so we can discover true hope in God.

Memory Statement
Life finds meaning when lived in reverence and relationship with God.
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Song Of Solomon
Type: Wisdom  •  Chapters: 8  •  Key Figure: Solomon  •  Memory Anchor: Love Is a Gift  •  Defining Verse: 
Song of Solomon 8:7

Big Idea
God designed romantic love, marriage, and intimacy as beautiful gifts to be treasured and protected.

Why It Matters
Song of Solomon celebrates covenant love and reflects God's desire for faithful relationships.

Key Characters
Solomon • Shulammite Woman • Friends

Key Events
Courtship • Expressions of Love • Wedding Imagery • Commitment • Maturity of Love

Major Themes
Love • Marriage • Commitment • Beauty • Desire • Faithfulness

Defining Chapters
1 (Courtship) • 2 (Love's Delight) • 4 (Wedding Imagery) • 5 (Longing) • 6 (Admiration) • 8 (Love's 
Strength)

Key Verses
2:7 • 4:7 • 6:3 • 8:6-7

Jesus Connection
Bridegroom • Covenant Love • Faithful Pursuer • Lover of His Bride • Picture of Christ and the Church

What We Often Miss
The book celebrates both human marriage and the deeper covenant relationship God desires with 
His people.

Memory Statement
True love is powerful, faithful, and rooted in covenant commitment.
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Isaiah
Type: Major Prophet  •  Chapters: 66  •  Key Figure: Isaiah  •  Memory Anchor: The Holy One Saves  •  
Defining Verse: Isaiah 53:5

Big Idea
God calls His people to repentance, warns of judgment, and promises salvation through the coming 
Messiah.

Why It Matters
Isaiah contains some of Scripture's clearest prophecies about Jesus, God's kingdom, and ultimate 
redemption.

Key Characters
Isaiah • Hezekiah • Ahaz • The Servant of the Lord

Key Events
Isaiah's Calling • Immanuel Prophecy • Assyrian Crisis • Hezekiah's Deliverance • Suffering Servant • 
New Heavens and Earth

Major Themes
Holiness • Judgment • Salvation • Messiah • Hope • Restoration

Defining Chapters
6 (Isaiah's Call) • 7 (Immanuel) • 9 (Coming King) • 40 (Comfort My People) • 53 (Suffering Servant) • 
65 (New Creation)

Key Verses
6:8 • 7:14 • 9:6 • 40:31 • 53:5 • 55:8-9

Jesus Connection
Immanuel • Suffering Servant • Prince of Peace • Light of the World • Redeemer King

What We Often Miss
Isaiah contains both the strongest warnings and some of the greatest promises in all of Scripture.

Memory Statement
God's holy judgment is matched by His promise of salvation through the Messiah.
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Jeremiah
Type: Major Prophet  •  Chapters: 52  •  Key Figure: Jeremiah  •  Memory Anchor: Hope Beyond Judgment  • 
Defining Verse: Jeremiah 29:11

Big Idea
Jeremiah warns Judah of coming judgment while proclaiming God's promise of restoration and a new 
covenant.

Why It Matters
Jeremiah reveals God's grief over sin, His patience in warning His people, and His faithfulness to 
restore them.

Key Characters
Jeremiah • Baruch • Josiah • Zedekiah

Key Events
Jeremiah's Call • Temple Sermon • Symbolic Actions • Fall of Jerusalem • Promise of New Covenant

Major Themes
Repentance • Judgment • Covenant • Faithfulness • Restoration • Hope

Defining Chapters
1 (Jeremiah's Call) • 7 (Temple Sermon) • 18 (Potter and Clay) • 29 (Letter to Exiles) • 31 (New 
Covenant) • 52 (Jerusalem Falls)

Key Verses
1:5 • 17:9 • 29:11 • 31:3 • 31:33

Jesus Connection
New Covenant Mediator • Faithful Prophet • Man of Sorrows • Shepherd of God's People • Righteous 
Branch

What We Often Miss
Jeremiah's message is not merely judgment—it is restoration through repentance and covenant 
renewal.

Memory Statement
God remains faithful to His people even when discipline is necessary.
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Lamentations
Type: Major Prophet  •  Chapters: 5  •  Key Figure: Jeremiah  •  Memory Anchor: Hope in the Ruins  •  
Defining Verse: Lamentations 3:22-23

Big Idea
Jeremiah mourns the destruction of Jerusalem while affirming God's faithfulness and hope for 
restoration.

Why It Matters
Lamentations teaches believers how to grieve honestly while maintaining hope in God's character.

Key Characters
Jeremiah • People of Judah • Jerusalem

Key Events
Fall of Jerusalem • National Mourning • Confession of Sin • Hope in God's Mercy

Major Themes
Grief • Judgment • Repentance • Hope • Faithfulness • Restoration

Defining Chapters
1 (Jerusalem's Sorrow) • 2 (God's Judgment) • 3 (Hope in God's Mercy) • 4 (Consequences of Sin) • 5 
(Prayer for Restoration)

Key Verses
3:22-23 • 3:25 • 3:40 • 5:21

Jesus Connection
Man of Sorrows • Compassionate Savior • Faithful in Suffering • Source of Hope • Restorer of God's 
People

What We Often Miss
Lamentations teaches that faith does not ignore grief—it brings grief honestly before God.

Memory Statement
Even in life's darkest moments, God's mercies remain new every morning.
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Ezekiel
Type: Major Prophet  •  Chapters: 48  •  Key Figure: Ezekiel  •  Memory Anchor: God Gives New Hearts  •  
Defining Verse: Ezekiel 36:26

Big Idea
God judges sin, restores His people, and promises spiritual renewal through a new heart and spirit.

Why It Matters
Ezekiel reveals God's holiness, sovereignty, and commitment to restore His people despite their 
rebellion.

Key Characters
Ezekiel • Leaders of Israel • Exiles of Judah

Key Events
Vision of God's Glory • Watchman Commission • Valley of Dry Bones • Gog and Magog Prophecy • 
New Heart Promise • Future Temple Vision

Major Themes
Holiness • Judgment • Restoration • God's Glory • Renewal • Sovereignty

Defining Chapters
1 (Vision of God) • 18 (Personal Responsibility) • 34 (Good Shepherd) • 36 (New Heart) • 37 (Dry 
Bones) • 47 (River of Life)

Key Verses
18:32 • 34:11 • 36:26 • 37:5 • 48:35

Jesus Connection
Good Shepherd • Giver of New Life • Restorer of Israel • Source of Living Water • Indwelling 
Presence of God

What We Often Miss
The central theme of Ezekiel is not judgment but God's glory being restored among His people.

Memory Statement
God can bring life, restoration, and renewal to what appears hopelessly dead.
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Daniel
Type: Major Prophet  •  Chapters: 12  •  Key Figure: Daniel  •  Memory Anchor: Stand Faithfully  •  Defining 
Verse: Daniel 2:21

Big Idea
God rules over earthly kingdoms and honors those who remain faithful to Him.

Why It Matters
Daniel demonstrates how believers can live faithfully in a culture that opposes God's ways.

Key Characters
Daniel • Shadrach • Meshach • Abednego • Nebuchadnezzar

Key Events
Daniel's Training • Fiery Furnace • Writing on the Wall • Lion's Den • Visions of Future Kingdoms

Major Themes
Faithfulness • Sovereignty • Courage • Prophecy • Kingdom of God • Hope

Defining Chapters
1 (Faithful in Babylon) • 3 (Fiery Furnace) • 4 (Nebuchadnezzar Humbled) • 6 (Lion's Den) • 7 (Vision 
of Kingdoms) • 12 (Resurrection Hope)

Key Verses
2:21 • 3:17-18 • 6:10 • 7:14 • 12:3

Jesus Connection
Son of Man • Eternal King • Deliverer • Coming Judge • Everlasting Kingdom

What We Often Miss
Daniel is as much about faithful living in the present as it is about prophecy concerning the future.

Memory Statement
God remains sovereign over every kingdom and every circumstance.
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Hosea
Type: Minor Prophet  •  Chapters: 14  •  Key Figure: Hosea  •  Memory Anchor: God's Relentless Love  •  
Defining Verse: Hosea 6:6

Big Idea
Through Hosea's marriage, God illustrates His faithful love for an unfaithful people.

Why It Matters
Hosea reveals the depth of God's covenant love and His desire for genuine relationship over empty 
religion.

Key Characters
Hosea • Gomer • Children of Hosea • Israel

Key Events
Marriage to Gomer • Israel's Unfaithfulness • Calls to Repentance • Promise of Restoration

Major Themes
Love • Covenant • Mercy • Repentance • Faithfulness • Restoration

Defining Chapters
1 (Hosea's Marriage) • 2 (Restoration Promised) • 3 (Redeeming Gomer) • 6 (Desire for Mercy) • 11 
(God's Compassion) • 14 (Return to the Lord)

Key Verses
2:19-20 • 6:6 • 11:8 • 14:1

Jesus Connection
Faithful Bridegroom • Redeemer • Pursuer of Sinners • Covenant Keeper • Demonstration of Divine 
Love

What We Often Miss
Hosea is one of Scripture's clearest pictures of God's pursuing love toward undeserving people.

Memory Statement
God's love remains faithful even when His people wander.
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Joel
Type: Minor Prophet  •  Chapters: 3  •  Key Figure: Joel  •  Memory Anchor: Return to the Lord  •  Defining 
Verse: Joel 2:13

Big Idea
A devastating locust plague becomes a call to repentance and a promise of future restoration.

Why It Matters
Joel teaches that genuine repentance opens the door to God's mercy, restoration, and blessing.

Key Characters
Joel • People of Judah • Nations

Key Events
Locust Plague • Call to Repentance • Promise of Restoration • Outpouring of the Spirit • Day of the 
Lord

Major Themes
Repentance • Judgment • Restoration • God's Spirit • Hope • The Day of the Lord

Defining Chapters
1 (Locust Devastation) • 2 (Return and Spirit Promised) • 3 (Final Judgment)

Key Verses
2:12 • 2:13 • 2:28-29 • 3:16

Jesus Connection
Baptizer with the Holy Spirit • Restorer • Judge of Nations • Savior of His People • Fulfillment of 
Pentecost

What We Often Miss
Joel's greatest promise is not agricultural restoration but spiritual renewal through God's Spirit.

Memory Statement
God restores what has been lost when His people return to Him.
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Amos
Type: Minor Prophet  •  Chapters: 9  •  Key Figure: Amos  •  Memory Anchor: Let Justice Roll  •  Defining 
Verse: Amos 5:24

Big Idea
God confronts Israel's injustice, hypocrisy, and complacency while calling His people back to 
righteousness.

Why It Matters
Amos reminds believers that genuine worship must be accompanied by justice, integrity, and 
obedience.

Key Characters
Amos • Amaziah • Israel

Key Events
Judgment on Nations • Condemnation of Israel • Visions of Judgment • Promise of Restoration

Major Themes
Justice • Righteousness • Judgment • Repentance • Worship • Restoration

Defining Chapters
1 (Judgment Begins) • 3 (God Speaks) • 5 (Seek the Lord) • 7 (Visions) • 8 (Basket of Fruit) • 9 
(Restoration Promised)

Key Verses
3:7 • 5:14 • 5:24 • 7:14-15 • 9:11

Jesus Connection
Righteous Judge • Restorer of David's Tent • Defender of the Oppressed • Lord of Justice • 
Redeemer of His People

What We Often Miss
Amos teaches that God is concerned not only with worship services but also with how people treat 
one another.

Memory Statement
True worship flows from a life marked by justice and righteousness.
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Obadiah
Type: Minor Prophet  •  Chapters: 1  •  Key Figure: Obadiah  •  Memory Anchor: Pride Comes Before 
Destruction  •  Defining Verse: Obadiah 1:15

Big Idea
God judges Edom for pride and mistreatment of His people while promising ultimate restoration for 
Israel.

Why It Matters
Obadiah reveals that God opposes pride and holds nations accountable for their actions.

Key Characters
Obadiah • Edom • Israel

Key Events
Judgment Against Edom • Day of the Lord • Promise of Restoration

Major Themes
Pride • Judgment • Justice • Sovereignty • Restoration

Defining Chapters
1 (Entire Book)

Key Verses
1:3 • 1:4 • 1:15 • 1:21

Jesus Connection
King Over All Nations • Righteous Judge • Deliverer of His People • Victor Over Evil • Sovereign Lord

What We Often Miss
Obadiah is the shortest Old Testament book, yet it powerfully demonstrates God's concern for justice 
and humility.

Memory Statement
God humbles the proud and vindicates His people.
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Jonah
Type: Minor Prophet  •  Chapters: 4  •  Key Figure: Jonah  •  Memory Anchor: God's Mercy Is Bigger  •  
Defining Verse: Jonah 4:2

Big Idea
God extends mercy to both rebellious prophets and repentant enemies, revealing His compassion for 
all people.

Why It Matters
Jonah challenges believers to embrace God's heart for those they would rather avoid or condemn.

Key Characters
Jonah • Sailors • Ninevites • God

Key Events
Jonah Flees • Great Fish • Nineveh Repents • Jonah's Anger

Major Themes
Mercy • Repentance • Compassion • Obedience • Mission • Grace

Defining Chapters
1 (Running from God) • 2 (Prayer in the Fish) • 3 (Nineveh Repents) • 4 (God Teaches Jonah)

Key Verses
2:9 • 3:10 • 4:2 • 4:11

Jesus Connection
Three Days and Three Nights • Messenger of Repentance • Compassionate Savior • Light to the 
Nations • Greater Jonah

What We Often Miss
The book's greatest problem is not Jonah's disobedience but his unwillingness to share God's 
compassion.

Memory Statement
God's mercy reaches farther than our preferences.
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Micah
Type: Minor Prophet  •  Chapters: 7  •  Key Figure: Micah  •  Memory Anchor: Walk Humbly  •  Defining 
Verse: Micah 6:8

Big Idea
God calls His people to justice, mercy, humility, and hope in the coming Messiah.

Why It Matters
Micah balances warnings of judgment with promises of restoration and the coming King.

Key Characters
Micah • Judah • Israel • Future Messiah

Key Events
Judgment Announced • Bethlehem Prophecy • Call to Justice • Promise of Restoration

Major Themes
Justice • Mercy • Humility • Judgment • Messiah • Hope

Defining Chapters
1 (Judgment Begins) • 4 (Future Kingdom) • 5 (Messiah from Bethlehem) • 6 (God's Requirements) • 
7 (Hope and Restoration)

Key Verses
5:2 • 6:8 • 7:7 • 7:18

Jesus Connection
Born in Bethlehem • Shepherd King • Ruler of Israel • Compassionate Savior • Forgiver of Sin

What We Often Miss
Micah's call to justice is inseparable from his emphasis on humility and mercy.

Memory Statement
God desires hearts that act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly.
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Nahum
Type: Minor Prophet  •  Chapters: 3  •  Key Figure: Nahum  •  Memory Anchor: God Is Just  •  Defining 
Verse: Nahum 1:7

Big Idea
God announces judgment on Nineveh while providing comfort and hope to His oppressed people.

Why It Matters
Nahum reminds believers that God's justice will ultimately prevail over evil and oppression.

Key Characters
Nahum • Nineveh • Assyria

Key Events
Judgment Declared • Fall of Nineveh Foretold • Vindication of God's People

Major Themes
Justice • Judgment • Sovereignty • Protection • Hope • Deliverance

Defining Chapters
1 (God's Character) • 2 (Nineveh's Fall) • 3 (Reasons for Judgment)

Key Verses
1:2 • 1:7 • 1:15 • 3:19

Jesus Connection
Righteous Judge • Refuge for His People • Conqueror of Evil • Protector of the Faithful • King of 
Peace

What We Often Miss
Nahum's message of judgment is simultaneously a message of comfort for those suffering under 
oppression.

Memory Statement
God's justice brings hope to those who trust Him.
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Habakkuk
Type: Minor Prophet  •  Chapters: 3  •  Key Figure: Habakkuk  •  Memory Anchor: Trust God Anyway  •  
Defining Verse: Habakkuk 2:4

Big Idea
Habakkuk wrestles with God's justice and learns to trust God's plans even when he does not 
understand them.

Why It Matters
Habakkuk teaches believers how to bring honest questions to God while choosing faith over fear.

Key Characters
Habakkuk • God • Babylonians

Key Events
Habakkuk's Questions • God's Response • Five Woes • Prayer of Faith

Major Themes
Faith • Trust • Justice • Sovereignty • Perseverance • Hope

Defining Chapters
1 (The Question) • 2 (The Answer) • 3 (The Response)

Key Verses
1:5 • 2:4 • 2:14 • 3:17-18

Jesus Connection
The Righteous One • Object of Faith • Source of Hope • Faithful Deliverer • Lord of Glory

What We Often Miss
Habakkuk never receives all the answers he wants; instead, he learns to trust the God who does.

Memory Statement
Faith trusts God's character when circumstances don't make sense.
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Zephaniah
Type: Minor Prophet  •  Chapters: 3  •  Key Figure: Zephaniah  •  Memory Anchor: The Lord Rejoices Over 
You  •  Defining Verse: Zephaniah 3:17

Big Idea
God warns of coming judgment but promises restoration, joy, and renewal for His faithful people.

Why It Matters
Zephaniah demonstrates that God's judgment and salvation flow from His holy love.

Key Characters
Zephaniah • Judah • Nations • Faithful Remnant

Key Events
Day of the Lord Announced • Judgment on Nations • Promise of Restoration

Major Themes
Judgment • Repentance • Restoration • Joy • Hope • God's Presence

Defining Chapters
1 (Day of the Lord) • 2 (Call to Seek God) • 3 (Restoration and Joy)

Key Verses
2:3 • 3:9 • 3:17 • 3:20

Jesus Connection
Savior King • Dwelling Presence of God • Redeemer of His People • Restorer of Joy • Hope of the 
Nations

What We Often Miss
The book ends not with judgment but with God singing over His redeemed people.

Memory Statement
God delights in restoring and rejoicing over His people.
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Haggai
Type: Minor Prophet  •  Chapters: 2  •  Key Figure: Haggai  •  Memory Anchor: Put God First  •  Defining 
Verse: Haggai 1:8

Big Idea
God calls His people to prioritize His work and trust Him as they rebuild the Temple.

Why It Matters
Haggai challenges believers to place God's kingdom above personal comfort and convenience.

Key Characters
Haggai • Zerubbabel • Joshua the High Priest • Returned Exiles

Key Events
Temple Rebuilding Resumes • Encouragement to Leaders • Promise of Future Glory

Major Themes
Priority • Obedience • Worship • Encouragement • God's Presence • Hope

Defining Chapters
1 (Consider Your Ways) • 2 (Future Glory Promised)

Key Verses
1:5 • 1:8 • 2:4 • 2:9

Jesus Connection
Greater Temple • Desire of Nations • Source of Glory • Presence of God • Coming King

What We Often Miss
The issue was not a lack of resources but misplaced priorities.

Memory Statement
God blesses lives that place His purposes first.
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Zechariah
Type: Minor Prophet  •  Chapters: 14  •  Key Figure: Zechariah  •  Memory Anchor: The Coming King  •  
Defining Verse: Zechariah 9:9

Big Idea
Through visions and prophecies, Zechariah encourages God's people with promises of restoration 
and the coming Messiah.

Why It Matters
Zechariah contains some of the most detailed Messianic prophecies in the Old Testament.

Key Characters
Zechariah • Joshua the High Priest • Zerubbabel • The Coming King

Key Events
Night Visions • Cleansing of Joshua • Temple Encouragement • Messianic Prophecies • Future 
Kingdom

Major Themes
Restoration • Messiah • Hope • God's Sovereignty • Worship • Future Glory

Defining Chapters
3 (Joshua Cleansed) • 4 (Lampstand and Olive Trees) • 8 (Future Blessing) • 9 (Coming King) • 12 
(Pierced One) • 14 (The Lord Reigns)

Key Verses
4:6 • 8:23 • 9:9 • 12:10 • 14:9

Jesus Connection
Triumphal Entry King • Pierced Savior • Good Shepherd • Cleansing Priest • Reigning Messiah

What We Often Miss
Zechariah contains more direct Messianic prophecy than almost any prophet except Isaiah.

Memory Statement
God's promised King will come and establish His kingdom forever.
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Malachi
Type: Minor Prophet  •  Chapters: 4  •  Key Figure: Malachi  •  Memory Anchor: Prepare the Way  •  Defining 
Verse: Malachi 3:1

Big Idea
God confronts spiritual apathy and calls His people back to wholehearted devotion while promising 
the coming Messenger and Messiah.

Why It Matters
Malachi closes the Old Testament by pointing forward to John the Baptist and Jesus Christ.

Key Characters
Malachi • Priests • Faithful Remnant

Key Events
Disputes with Israel • Corrupt Worship Rebuked • Promise of the Messenger • Day of the Lord

Major Themes
Faithfulness • Worship • Covenant • Repentance • Justice • Preparation

Defining Chapters
1 (God's Love Questioned) • 2 (Corrupt Priests) • 3 (Messenger Promised) • 4 (Day of the Lord)

Key Verses
1:2 • 3:1 • 3:6 • 3:10 • 4:2

Jesus Connection
Messenger Prepared Before Him • Sun of Righteousness • Covenant Lord • Coming Messiah • 
Refiner of Hearts

What We Often Miss
Malachi’s final message leaves God’s people waiting for the promised messenger, the coming Lord, 
and the day when God will set things right.

Memory Statement
God is preparing the world for the coming of His Messiah.


