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SHORT ANSWER
The Bible's 66 books tell one unfolding story of creation, rebellion, covenant, redemption, kingdom, Jesus
Christ, the church's mission, and new creation. These selected passages act like signposts along that journey.

Each entry identifies one representative passage, a memory anchor, and a concise explanation. The selections are
starting points—not substitutes for reading each biblical book.
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WELCOME

The Bible contains 66 books written through many human authors across different times, places, and
circumstances. Each contributes something important to one unified story.

One passage cannot summarize everything a book teaches. Some books contain several passages that could
reasonably be called key. The selected passage helps readers remember a major message, turning point, promise,
warning, or contribution to Scripture's larger story.

MEMORY ANCHOR
A key verse is a doorway into a biblical book, not a replacement for the book.

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

Open your Bible and read the selected passage.

Read the surrounding paragraph and, when possible, the chapter.
Use the memory anchor to remember one contribution of the book.
Continue reading the book so the passage remains in context.

Look for Jesus faithfully without forcing Him into unsupported details.

A SIMPLE PRAYER

Father, thank You for revealing Yourself through Your Word. Help me understand each passage in context, follow
Your unfolding story, recognize Jesus clearly, and respond with faith. Amen.
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REDEMPTIVE-HISTORY TIMELINE

Movement

What Happens

Primary Setting

CREATION

PATRIARCHS

EXODUS AND
COVENANT
LAND AND
MONARCHY
EXILE

RETURN AND
WAITING
JESUS CHRIST

CHURCH'S MISSION

NEW CREATION

God creates everything good and humanity in His image.

God promises Abraham a family, land, and blessing for the
nations.

God rescues Israel, gives His Law, and dwells among them.

Israel enters the land; God establishes David's royal line.

Persistent covenant rebellion brings Assyrian and Babylonian
judgment.

Some exiles return, but God's people still await full restoration.

The promised King comes, dies for sins, rises, and reigns.
The Spirit sends Jesus' witnesses to the nations.

Jesus returns, judges evil, raises the dead, and makes all things
new.
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2 Kings; Prophets
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Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.



&Nails

Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus
THE OLD TESTAMENT

The OId Testament's 39 books establish the promises, patterns, covenants, and hopes that prepare us to
understand Jesus.

THE LAW

GENESIS

Key passage: Genesis 12:1-3

Memory anchor: God begins His plan to bless all nations through Abraham's family.

Genesis introduces creation, rebellion, judgment, covenant, and promise. Jesus comes through Abraham's family
and extends God's promised blessing to the nations.

Read also: Genesis 1:1-31; 3:15; 15:1-6; 50:20.

EXODUS

Key passage: Exodus 6:6-8

Memory anchor: The LORD rescues His people, claims them as His own, and brings them into covenant.

The exodus becomes the Old Testament's foundational picture of divine rescue. Passover, covenant, priesthood,
and God's presence prepare readers to understand Jesus.

Read also: Exodus 3:13-15; 12:1-32; 19:3-6; 40:34-38.

LEVITICUS

Key passage: Leviticus 19:1-2

Memory anchor: The holy God calls His people to belong to Him and reflect His character.

Leviticus explains holiness, sacrifice, priesthood, cleansing, worship, and atonement. The sacrifices and priesthood
prepare for Jesus, our perfect High Priest and once-for-all sacrifice.

Read also: Leviticus 16; 17:11; 19:9-18; Hebrews 9-10.

NUMBERS

Key passage: Numbers 23:19

Memory anchor: God remains faithful when His people are fearful and inconsistent.

Numbers records Israel's wilderness unbelief and God's just discipline. Human faithlessness does not cancel God's
character or covenant purpose.

Read also: Numbers 6:24-26; 14:20-24; 21:4-9; John 3:14-15.

DEUTERONOMY

Key passage: Deuteronomy 6:4-5

Memory anchor: The one true God calls His people to love Him with their whole lives.

Moses renews covenant instruction for Israel before the promised land. Jesus identifies this wholehearted love for
God as the greatest commandment.

Read also: Deuteronomy 6:6-9; 18:15-19; 30:11-20; Matthew 22:34-40.

Key Verses of Every Book of the Bible V1 | Page 4
Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.



&Nails

Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

HISTORY

JOSHUA

Key passage: Joshua 1:7-9

Memory anchor: God's people move forward by trusting His presence and obeying His Word.

Joshua leads Israel into the land God promised. The land provides real rest, but Hebrews points beyond it to the
fuller rest God gives through Christ.

Read also: Joshua 21:43-45; 24:14-15; Hebrews 4:1-11.

JUDGES

Key passage: Judges 21:25

Memory anchor: Self-defined morality produces rebellion, disorder, and suffering.

Judges repeats a cycle of rebellion, oppression, crying out, and temporary deliverance. Its chaos creates longing for
a perfectly righteous King.

Read also: Judges 2:16-19; 17:6; 21:25.

RUTH

Key passage: Ruth 4:13-17

Memory anchor: God works through faithfulness and redemption to advance His saving plan.

Ruth's story of grief, loyalty, provision, and family redemption leads into David's family line and ultimately to Jesus.
Read also: Ruth 1:16-17; 2:11-12; Matthew 1:1-6.

1 SAMUEL

Key passage: 1 Samuel 16:7

Memory anchor: People see outward appearance, but the LORD sees the heatrt.

The book moves from judges to kings. Saul appears impressive but rejects God; David is the unexpected shepherd
God anoints in the royal line leading to Christ.

Read also: 1 Samuel 3:9-10; 8:6-9; 17:45-47.

2 SAMUEL

Key passage: 2 Samuel 7:12-16

Memory anchor: God promises David a royal descendant whose kingdom will endure.

The promise concerns David's dynasty and finds its ultimate fulfillment in Jesus, the Son of David whose kingdom
will never end.

Read also: 2 Samuel 5:1-5; 11-12; Luke 1:30-33.

1 KINGS

Key passage: 1 Kings 8:27-30

Memory anchor: The God heaven cannot contain graciously hears His people.

Solomon builds the temple, but his failures and the kingdom's division expose the need for a wiser King. Jesus is
greater than Solomon and the temple.

Read also: 1 Kings 3:5-14; 11:1-13; Matthew 12:6, 42.

2 KINGS

Key passage: 2 Kings 17:13-14

Memory anchor: Persistent rejection of God's warnings leads to judgment and exile.

Israel and Judah repeatedly ignore the prophets. Assyria conquers Israel and Babylon exiles Judah, yet the book's
ending preserves a small sign of Davidic hope.

Read also: 2 Kings 17:7-23; 22:8-13; 25:27-30.

1 CHRONICLES

Key passage: 1 Chronicles 16:23-24

Memory anchor: Declare God's salvation and glory among the nations.

Chronicles retells Israel's story with attention to David, worship, temple, priesthood, and covenant promise,
connecting the restored community to God's continuing purpose.

Read also: 1 Chronicles 17:11-14; 29:10-13.
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2 CHRONICLES

Key passage: 2 Chronicles 7:13-14

Memory anchor: God calls His covenant people to humble repentance.

This promise was given to Israel in connection with temple, covenant, and land. It reveals God's mercy but is not a
direct national guarantee to every modern country.

Read also: 2 Chronicles 6:18-21; 34:29-33; 36:22-23.

EZRA

Key passage: Ezra 7:10

Memory anchor: Study God's Word, practice it, and then teach it.

Ezra records return from exile, temple rebuilding, and restored instruction. The return is genuine but incomplete;
God's people still need deeper heart renewal.

Read also: Ezra 1:1-4; 3:10-13; 6:14-16.

NEHEMIAH

Key passage: Nehemiah 8:8-10

Memory anchor: God's Word should be read clearly and understood.

Rebuilt walls cannot repair the human heart. God's people also need spiritual renewal, justice, worship, and
covenant faithfulness.

Read also: Nehemiah 1:4-11; 9:5-38; 13:30-31.

ESTHER

Key passage: Esther 4:13-14

Memory anchor: God can position ordinary people to act courageously within His purpose.

Though God's name is not directly mentioned, His providential care is visible in the preservation of the Jewish
people and the covenant line leading to Jesus.

Read also: Esther 3:8-11; 7:3-6; 9:20-28.

Key Verses of Every Book of the Bible V1 | Page 6
Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.



&Nails

Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

POETRY AND WISDOM

JOB

Key passage: Job 19:25-27

Memory anchor: Suffering may remain unexplained, but hope rests in the living Redeemer.

Job rejects the idea that every sufferer is receiving direct punishment for a specific sin. His longing for a mediator
and Redeemer prepares readers to appreciate Jesus.

Read also: Job 1:20-22; 9:32-35; 28:28; 38-42.

PSALMS

Key passage: Psalm 23:1-4

Memory anchor: The LORD is the Shepherd who guides, provides, and remains with His people.

Psalms teaches prayer through joy, fear, guilt, grief, and hope. It also anticipates God's anointed King, suffering
Servant, victorious Son, and eternal Priest.

Read also: Psalms 1; 2; 22; 51; 110; 150.

PROVERBS

Key passage: Proverbs 1:7

Memory anchor: True wisdom begins with reverent submission to the LORD.

Proverbs gives practical wisdom for the whole of life. Its sayings express general patterns, not unconditional
guarantees. Jesus fully embodies God's wisdom.

Read also: Proverbs 3:5-7; 4:23; 9:10; 1 Corinthians 1:24, 30.

ECCLESIASTES

Key passage: Ecclesiastes 12:13-14

Memory anchor: Life cannot bear the weight of ultimate meaning apart from God.

Pleasure, work, wealth, and achievement cannot defeat death. The book calls readers to fear God and receive His
gifts; Jesus provides resurrection hope.

Read also: Ecclesiastes 3:1-14; 5:10-20; 9:7-10.

SONG OF SONGS

Key passage: Song of Songs 8:6-7

Memory anchor: Faithful covenant love is precious, powerful, and not for sale.

The book first celebrates marital love. Marriage also participates in a wider biblical pattern that helps illustrate
Christ's covenant love for His church.

Read also: Song 2:16; 4:7; Ephesians 5:25-32.
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MAJOR PROPHETS

ISAIAH

Key passage: Isaiah 52:13-53:12

Memory anchor: God's Servant bears sin, suffers for others, and is vindicated.

Isaiah combines judgment with hope through God's promised King, Servant, salvation, and new creation. The New
Testament repeatedly applies Isaiah 53 to Jesus.

Read also: Isaiah 6:1-8; 9:1-7; 40:1-11; 65:17-25.

JEREMIAH

Key passage: Jeremiah 31:31-34

Memory anchor: God promises a new covenant of forgiveness and transformed hearts.

Judah's covenant rebellion brings exile, yet God promises instruction written on hearts and sins forgiven. Jesus
establishes this covenant through His death.

Read also: Jeremiah 17:5-10; 29:10-14; Luke 22:20; Hebrews 8:6-13.

LAMENTATIONS

Key passage: Lamentations 3:21-24

Memory anchor: In grief and judgment, hope rests in the LORD's faithful love.

Lamentations honestly mourns Jerusalem's destruction. Its hope does not deny suffering; it remembers God's mercy
in the middle of sorrow.

Read also: Lamentations 1:1-5; 3:31-33; 5:19-22.

EZEKIEL

Key passage: Ezekiel 36:25-27

Memory anchor: God promises cleansing, new hearts, and His Spirit.

Israel needs more than return to the land. The New Testament connects Ezekiel's promise with new birth, the Holy
Spirit, and new-covenant life.

Read also: Ezekiel 18:30-32; 34:11-24; 37:1-14; John 3:5-8.

DANIEL

Key passage: Daniel 7:13-14

Memory anchor: God gives everlasting authority to the Son of Man.

Daniel shows God's rule over earthly empires. Jesus repeatedly uses the title Son of Man and applies Daniel's
vision to Himself.

Read also: Daniel 1:8; 3:16-18; 6:26-27; Mark 14:61-62.
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MINOR PROPHETS

HOSEA

Key passage: Hosea 14:4

Memory anchor: God's faithful love calls unfaithful people to return.

Hosea exposes idolatry and announces judgment while revealing God's persistent redeeming love, ultimately
displayed through Christ.

Read also: Hosea 2:19-20; 3:1-5; 6:6; 11:1-9.

JOEL

Key passage: Joel 2:28-32

Memory anchor: God pours out His Spirit and saves those who call upon Him.

Peter connects Pentecost with Joel's promise. The Day of the LORD has begun to unfold and awaits final
completion at Christ's return.

Read also: Joel 2:12-13, 25-27; Acts 2:14-21.

AMOS

Key passage: Amos 5:21-24

Memory anchor: God rejects worship separated from justice and righteousness.

Amos confronts prosperity, exploitation, and religious hypocrisy, then promises restoration of David's fallen house
and blessing for the nations.

Read also: Amos 8:4-7; 9:11-15; Acts 15:13-18.

OBADIAH

Key passage: Obadiah 15

Memory anchor: The Day of the LORD brings justice against pride and violence.

Edom is accountable for arrogance and hostility toward Judah. The book closes by declaring that the kingdom
belongs to the LORD.

Read also: Obadiah 3-4; 10-14; 17, 21.

JONAH

Key passage: Jonah 2:9

Memory anchor: Salvation belongs to the LORD, whose mercy reaches the nations.

God rescues a disobedient prophet and shows compassion to Nineveh. Jesus compares His death and resurrection
with Jonah's three days in the fish.

Read also: Jonah 3:5-10; 4:1-11; Matthew 12:38-41.

MICAH

Key passage: Micah 6:8

Memory anchor: Practice justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God.

Micah confronts corruption and empty religion while promising a ruler from Bethlehem who will shepherd God's
people and bring peace.

Read also: Micah 4:1-5; 5:2-5; 7:18-20; Matthew 2:1-6.

NAHUM

Key passage: Nahum 1:7

Memory anchor: The LORD is refuge for those who trust Him and Judge of persistent evil.

Nineveh's later violence shows that earlier mercy does not mean God permanently ignores rebellion. Judgment is
good news for the oppressed.

Read also: Nahum 1:2-8; 2:13; 3:1-7.
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HABAKKUK

Key passage: Habakkuk 2:4

Memory anchor: The righteous live by faith while waiting for God's justice.

God welcomes Habakkuk's honest questions and assures him that pride and injustice will not prevail. The New
Testament draws upon this verse to explain faith.

Read also: Habakkuk 1:2-4; 3:17-19; Romans 1:16-17.

ZEPHANIAH

Key passage: Zephaniah 3:17

Memory anchor: The mighty God judges evil, saves, restores, and rejoices over His people.

Warnings concerning the Day of the LORD move toward purification, God's presence, restoration, and renewed joy.
Read also: Zephaniah 1:14-18; 2:3; 3:9-20.

HAGGAI

Key passage: Haggai 1:7-8

Memory anchor: Examine your priorities and put God's honor before comfort.

The returned exiles neglect the temple. God calls them to rebuild and promises His presence, future glory, and
continuing Davidic hope.

Read also: Haggai 1:2-14; 2:6-9, 20-23.

ZECHARIAH

Key passage: Zechariah 9:9

Memory anchor: God's righteous and saving King comes humbly.

Zechariah promises cleansing, priesthood, kingship, and restoration. All four Gospels connect Jesus' entry into
Jerusalem with this passage.

Read also: Zechariah 3:1-10; 12:10; 13:1; Matthew 21:1-9.

MALACHI

Key passage: Malachi 3:1

Memory anchor: A messenger will prepare the way before the Lord's coming.

Malachi confronts careless worship and promises a messenger. The Gospels identify John the Baptist as preparing
the way for Jesus.

Read also: Malachi 1:6-14; 4:1-6; Mark 1:1-4.
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OLD TESTAMENT QUICK REFERENCE

Category Books
Law Genesis-Deuteronomy
History Joshua-Esther

Poetry and Wisdom Job-Song of Songs
Major Prophets Isaiah-Daniel
Minor Prophets Hosea-Malachi

OLD TESTAMENT MEMORY ANCHOR

Primary Contribution

Creation, covenant, rescue, holiness, and instruction
Land, judges, kings, exile, return, and providence
Suffering, worship, wisdom, meaning, and love
Judgment, covenant, Messiah, Spirit, and restoration

Repentance, justice, Day of the LORD, and hope

Creation —» Covenant - Kingdom - Exile — Promised restoration. The story creates longing for Jesus.
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THE NEW TESTAMENT

The New Testament's 27 books reveal Jesus, announce His completed saving work, explain life in Him, and
promise His victorious return.

GOSPELS AND ACTS

MATTHEW

Key passage: Matthew 28:18-20

Memory anchor: The risen King sends disciples to all nations.

Matthew presents Jesus as promised Messiah, authoritative Teacher, suffering Savior, and risen King. The Gospel
ends with His worldwide mission and presence.

Read also: Matthew 1:1; 5:17; 16:13-18; 26:26-28.

MARK

Key passage: Mark 10:45

Memory anchor: Jesus is the servant King who gives His life as a ransom.

Mark displays Jesus' authority, but His identity becomes clearest at the cross. True greatness serves because the
King first served and sacrificed Himself.

Read also: Mark 1:14-15; 8:27-38; 15:37-39.

LUKE

Key passage: Luke 19:10

Memory anchor: The Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.

Luke emphasizes historical reality and God's compassion toward outsiders and sinners. Jesus brings Israel's
promised salvation toward all nations.

Read also: Luke 1:1-4; 4:16-21; 15; 24:44-49.

JOHN

Key passage: John 20:30-31

Memory anchor: John presents Jesus so readers may believe and receive life.

Jesus is the eternal Word made flesh who reveals the Father, gives eternal life, lays down His life, and rises from
the dead.

Read also: John 1:1-18; 3:16-18; 10:10-18; 20:24-29.

ACTS

Key passage: Acts 1:8

Memory anchor: The Spirit empowers Jesus' witnesses from Jerusalem to the nations.

Acts continues the risen Jesus' work through the Spirit and church. The gospel crosses geographic, cultural, and
ethnic boundaries.

Read also: Acts 2:1-41; 4:12; 10:34-48; 28:30-31.

Key Verses of Every Book of the Bible V1 | Page 12
Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.



&Nails

Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

PAUL'S LETTERS

ROMANS

Key passage: Romans 1:16-17

Memory anchor: The gospel reveals God's saving righteousness.

Romans explains sin, justification by faith, peace with God, life in the Spirit, Israel and the nations, transformation,
and church unity.

Read also: Romans 3:21-28; 5:1-11; 8; 12:1-2.

1 CORINTHIANS

Key passage: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4

Memory anchor: The gospel centers on Christ's death, burial, and resurrection.

Paul applies the gospel to division, immorality, worship, gifts, love, and resurrection. Because Christ rose, believers
will rise.

Read also: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; 13:1-13; 15:50-58.

2 CORINTHIANS

Key passage: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21

Memory anchor: God reconciles us through Christ and makes us ambassadors.

Paul explains ministry through weakness, suffering, integrity, generosity, and dependence. Those made new carry
Christ's message of reconciliation.

Read also: 2 Corinthians 1:3-7; 4:5-18; 12:7-10.

GALATIANS

Key passage: Galatians 2:20

Memory anchor: The Christian life is lived by faith in the Son who loved us.

Sinners are justified through faith in Christ, not works of the Law. Union with Christ brings new identity, freedom, and
Spirit-produced life.

Read also: Galatians 3:6-14; 4:4-7; 5:13-26.

EPHESIANS

Key passage: Ephesians 2:8-10

Memory anchor: Saved by grace through faith and recreated for good works.

Ephesians celebrates salvation in Christ, Jew-Gentile unity, the church, and faithful living. Good works result from
salvation; they do not purchase it.

Read also: Ephesians 1:3-14; 2:11-22; 6:10-20.

PHILIPPIANS

Key passage: Philippians 2:5-11

Memory anchor: Jesus humbled Himself and was exalted as Lord.

Christ's self-giving humility grounds Christian unity and relationships. His humiliation leads to exaltation, and every
knee will bow.

Read also: Philippians 1:6, 21; 3:7-14; 4:4-13.

COLOSSIANS

Key passage: Colossians 1:15-20

Memory anchor: Jesus is supreme over creation, church, salvation, and new creation.

Everything was created through Christ and for Him. He sustains creation, leads the church, and reconciles through
His blood.

Read also: Colossians 1:13-14; 2:6-15; 3:1-17.
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1 THESSALONIANS

Key passage: 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18

Memory anchor: Jesus will return, raise His people, and remain with them forever.

Paul encourages a young church in holiness, love, work, grief, and hope. Christians grieve real loss, but not without
resurrection hope.

Read also: 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10; 4:1-8; 5:1-24.

2 THESSALONIANS

Key passage: 2 Thessalonians 2:15-17

Memory anchor: Stand firm in apostolic truth while waiting for Christ.

Paul corrects confusion about the Day of the Lord and calls believers to endurance, stability, prayer, work, and
confidence in God's justice.

Read also: 2 Thessalonians 1:5-12; 2:1-12; 3:1-13.

1 TIMOTHY

Key passage: 1 Timothy 3:14-16

Memory anchor: The church belongs to God and upholds truth centered on Christ.

Paul gives instruction about teaching, prayer, leadership, care, money, and character. Leadership requires proven
character, not charisma.

Read also: 1 Timothy 1:12-17; 2:1-6; 4:12-16; 6:6-12.

2 TIMOTHY

Key passage: 2 Timothy 3:14-17

Memory anchor: God-breathed Scripture equips God's people.

Paul's final encouragement calls Timothy to guard the gospel, endure hardship, handle Scripture accurately, and
pass truth to faithful people.

Read also: 2 Timothy 1:6-14; 2:1-15; 4:1-8.

TITUS

Key passage: Titus 2:11-14

Memory anchor: The grace that saves also trains God's people.

Sound doctrine should produce transformed conduct. Good works do not earn salvation but should visibly flow from
it while believers await Jesus.

Read also: Titus 1:5-9; 2:1-10; 3:3-8.

PHILEMON

Key passage: Philemon 15-16

Memory anchor: The gospel transforms relationships into beloved family.

Paul asks Philemon to receive Onesimus as a brother. The gospel creates a new family and challenges
relationships shaped by power and inequality.

Read also: Philemon 4-7; 8-18; 21.
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GENERAL LETTERS

HEBREWS

Key passage: Hebrews 4:14-16

Memory anchor: Jesus is the High Priest who gives access to God's grace.

Jesus is God's final revelation, perfect Priest, once-for-all sacrifice, and new-covenant Mediator. Believers may
approach God for mercy.

Read also: Hebrews 1:1-4; 7:23-28; 10:19-25; 12:1-3.

JAMES

Key passage: James 1:22

Memory anchor: Genuine faith receives God's Word and practices it.

James shows how living faith shapes endurance, speech, relationships, prayer, and money. Works do not purchase
salvation; they reveal living faith.

Read also: James 1:2-8; 2:14-26; 3:1-18; 5:13-18.

1 PETER

Key passage: 1 Peter 2:9-12

Memory anchor: God forms a holy people who declare His praises.

Peter encourages suffering believers whose hope rests in Jesus' resurrection and return. Their conduct should
display God's character.

Read also: 1 Peter 1:3-9; 2:21-25; 3:15-18; 5:6-10.

2 PETER

Key passage: 2 Peter 3:9

Memory anchor: The Lord's apparent delay displays patient mercy.

Peter calls for growth, confidence in apostolic testimony, discernment, holy living, and hope—not speculative date-
setting.

Read also: 2 Peter 1:3-21; 2:1-3; 3:10-18.

1 JOHN

Key passage: 1 John 5:11-13

Memory anchor: Eternal life is God's gift found in His Son.

John gives assurance through truth about Jesus, obedience, love, and the Spirit. Confidence rests in Christ, while
genuine faith bears fruit.

Read also: 1 John 1:5-2:2; 3:1-3; 4:7-21.

2 JOHN

Key passage: 2 John 6-7

Memory anchor: Christian love walks in truth and rejects teaching that denies Jesus.

Biblical love is not approval of every teaching. Believers walk in God's commands while remaining alert to deception
about Christ.

Read also: 2 John 1-5; 8-11.

3 JOHN

Key passage: 3 John 4

Memory anchor: There is great joy in seeing God's people walk in truth.

Gaius shows faithful hospitality; Diotrephes uses influence selfishly. Truth should become visible in humility, service,
and relationships.

Read also: 3 John 5-12.
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JUDE

Key passage: Jude 3-4

Memory anchor: Defend the apostolic gospel against distortions of grace.

Contending for the faith means protecting the gospel from teaching that denies Jesus in doctrine or conduct, not
arguing over every secondary issue.

Read also: Jude 17-25.

APOCALYPTIC PROPHECY

REVELATION

Key passage: Revelation 21:1-5

Memory anchor: God will dwell with His people and make all things new.

Revelation unveils Jesus as risen Lord, slain and victorious Lamb, Judge, and King. History ends with evil judged,
resurrection, renewed creation, and God's presence.

Read also: Revelation 1:12-18; 5:1-14; 19:11-16; 22:1-5.
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NEW TESTAMENT QUICK REFERENCE

Category Books

Gospels Matthew-John
History Acts

Paul's Letters Romans-Philemon
General Letters Hebrews-Jude

Apocalyptic Prophecy Revelation

NEW TESTAMENT MEMORY ANCHOR

Primary Contribution

Jesus' life, teaching, death, and resurrection

The Spirit, church, mission, and gospel expansion
The gospel applied to believers and churches
Perseverance, truth, holiness, love, and discernment

Christ's victory, judgment, and new creation

Jesus comes — Jesus saves — The Spirit sends — The church withesses - Jesus returns.
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WANT TO GO DEEPER?

INTERMEDIATE GUIDE

Key verses help us remember, but responsible study keeps them connected to their paragraphs, books, historical
settings, covenants, and the whole Bible.

INTERMEDIATE MEMORY ANCHOR
Read the verse. Read the paragraph. Read the book. Follow the story. Recognize Jesus.

CAN ONE VERSE SUMMARIZE A BOOK?

Usually not. A book may contain several themes, movements, promises, warnings, and connections to Christ.
Genesis 1:1, 3:15, 12:1-3, 15:6, and 50:20 are all central in different ways. This guide selects Genesis 12:1-3
because Abraham's promise organizes much of the Bible's later story.

KEY VERSE OR FAVORITE VERSE?

A favorite verse is personally meaningful. A key verse represents something important within a book. Familiar
verses such as Jeremiah 29:11, 2 Chronicles 7:14, Philippians 4:13, Matthew 18:20, and Revelation 3:20
communicate truth but are often misunderstood when removed from their original settings.

A FOUR-LEVEL CONTEXT CHECK

e Immediate context: Read the sentence and surrounding paragraph.

e Book context: Identify author, first audience, situation, and main message.

¢ Historical and covenant context: Locate the passage in redemptive history.

¢ \Whole-Bible context: Compare quotations, themes, promises, and fulfillment.

PROMISES AND ORIGINAL AUDIENCES

Every biblical promise is true, but not every promise is addressed directly to every reader in the same way. Ask who
received it, whether it was conditional, which covenant shaped it, how it has been fulfilled, and whether the New
Testament applies it to believers.

DESCRIPTIVE AND PRESCRIPTIVE PASSAGES

A descriptive passage reports what happened; a prescriptive passage instructs what should happen. Judges
records terrible actions without approving them. Acts describes the church's early expansion, but not every detalil
establishes a required pattern. Proverbs gives general wisdom patterns, not unconditional guarantees.
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HOW KEY PASSAGES CONNECT TO JESUS

Jesus teaches that Scripture bears witness to Him, but not every verse is a direct prediction. Books may connect to
Christ through:

Direct promises concerning the Messiah.

Covenants fulfilled through Him.

Patterns such as Passover, sacrifice, priesthood, temple, and kingship.

Problems only He can finally solve.

Wisdom He perfectly embodies.

Themes completed through His death and resurrection.

New Testament quotations and explanations.

Promises concerning His return and new creation.

Responsible Christ-centered reading respects the Old Testament passage's original meaning and follows
connections established by Scripture. It does not turn every object, number, color, or minor detail into a secret
symbol.

DIRECT AND DEVELOPING CONNECTIONS

A direct connection occurs when Scripture explicitly identifies a relationship, such as Matthew's use of Micah 5:2 or
Peter's use of Joel 2. A developing connection unfolds through a theme, such as God's presence moving from Eden
to tabernacle, temple, Jesus, the Spirit-filled church, and new creation.

WHY GUIDES MAY CHOOSE DIFFERENT VERSES

Faithful guides may emphasize a book's main argument, memorable statement, contribution to the whole Bible,
gospel connection, command, promise, or turning point. The key test is whether the selection is accurate,
contextual, fair, and modest.
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REUSABLE KEY-VERSE STUDY PROCESS

. Read the complete paragraph.

. Summarize it in one sentence.

. Identify the speaker or author and first audience.

. Describe the historical and covenant setting.

. Identify the kind of writing.

. Notice repeated words, contrasts, commands, promises, and warnings.
. Explain how the passage fits the book.

. Compare direct quotations or explanations elsewhere in Scripture.

. Identify a responsible connection to Jesus or the gospel.

10. State one truth about God and one faithful response.

ONE-SENTENCE SUMMARY
In this passage, teaches . Because this is true, | will

© 00N O A WNDNPER

FINAL REVIEW

Have | read the paragraph?

Do | know who speaks and who is addressed?

Am | treating a description as a command?

Am | claiming a promise given to someone else?

Does my interpretation fit the book and wider Scripture?
Am | forcing a connection to Jesus?

Does my application grow from the actual meaning?
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FINAL ENCOURAGEMENT

The Bible is more than a collection of memorable quotations. It is God's written Word communicated through
complete books, unfolding covenants, real history, poetry, wisdom, prophecy, Gospels, letters, and visions.

Key verses help us remember. Context helps us understand. The whole story helps us connect. The Holy Spirit
helps us receive and obey. Jesus stands at the center of God's redemptive plan.

FINAL MEMORY ANCHOR
Sixty-six books. One unfolding story. One faithful God. One promised Savior. One certain hope.

FINAL PRAYER

Father, thank You for Your Word. Help me treasure every part of Scripture, read patiently, understand passages in
context, and recognize how each book contributes to Your story. Guard me from using isolated verses to support my
own ideas. Show me Jesus faithfully, and by Your Spirit use Your Word to strengthen, correct, comfort, and
transform me. In Jesus' name, amen.
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A CALL TO SALVATION

The passages in this guide lead toward the Bible's central good news. All people have sinned and cannot rescue
themselves through good behavior, religion, church attendance, or Bible knowledge.

Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God who became truly human. He lived without sin, died for our sins, was buried,
rose bodily, reigns as Lord, and will return. Salvation is God's gift, received by grace through faith and not earned by
works.

Read Mark 1:14-15; John 3:16-18; Romans 3:21-28; Romans 10:9-13; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4; and Ephesians 2:1-10.
A SIMPLE PRAYER

Lord Jesus, | know that | have sinned and cannot save myself. | believe You died for sins and rose from the dead.
Please forgive me, make me new, and teach me to follow You. | place my trust in You as my Savior and Lord.
Amen.

A prayer is not a magic formula. Jesus saves. If you have trusted Him, read His Word, pray, and connect with a
faithful local church where Scripture is taught, the gospel proclaimed, and Christ honored.
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USE, SHARE, AND VERIFY

This content is made for you. Please use it, share it, print it, copy it, and pass it along to others. There is no charge
to download or share 3Nails resources.

These resources were created with care but may contain mistakes. Please open the Bible and verify every passage in context.
Possible errors or needed clarifications may be reported to 3NailResources@gmail.com for careful review and correction.

To report an error or request prayer, contact 3NailResources@gmail.com. Prayer requests will remain confidential.

3Nails exists to help people know God by understanding His Word, recognizing Jesus throughout Scripture, and
becoming lifelong disciples who study the Bible with growing confidence.

Point people to God.

Reveal the heart of the Father.

Magnify Jesus.

Be grounded in Scripture.

Encourage readers to open their Bibles.
Build confidence, not dependence.
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus
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