
BIBLE FOUNDATIONS

How to Recognize Scripture Taken Out of Context
How to Test What a Verse Really Means

The Short Answer

Scripture is taken out of context when a verse, phrase, story, command, or promise is separated from the setting that helps determine its
meaning and is then made to teach something the biblical text does not actually teach.

Sometimes this happens accidentally. Sometimes it happens because someone already has a conclusion and searches for a verse that
appears to support it. Sometimes a true biblical statement is attached to the wrong passage. And sometimes Scripture can be misused to
persuade, pressure, frighten, manipulate, or control people.

A simple CONTEXT CHECK can help: READ - Read the verses and paragraphs surrounding the quotation. IDENTIFY - Who is speaking or
writing? Who is being addressed? FOLLOW - What is the author's argument or the story's movement? CHECK - What genre, historical setting,
and covenant setting matter? COMPARE - Does the interpretation fit the rest of Scripture? ASK - Does this passage actually teach the
conclusion being claimed?

The goal is not to become suspicious of every sermon, Bible study, devotional, social-media post, or Christian teacher. The goal is to become
increasingly capable of opening Scripture and checking interpretations carefully.

Acts 17:10-12 · 2 Timothy 2:15 · 2 Timothy 3:16-17

Opening Memory Anchor

A VERSE DOES NOT LOSE ITS CONTEXT WHEN SOMEONE QUOTES IT.
READ WHAT SURROUNDS IT.
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PART ONE
BEGINNER GUIDE
1. WHAT DOES "TAKEN OUT OF CONTEXT" MEAN?
CONTEXT is the information surrounding a statement that helps determine what the statement means.
Biblical context can include: the sentence; the paragraph; the chapter; the argument of the biblical book; the speaker; the audience; the historical
situation; the covenant setting; the literary genre; and the larger biblical story.
Consider the sentence: "Go." Without context, almost nothing is known. Who said it? To whom? Go where? Why? Under what
circumstances?
The words are real, but their meaning depends upon their setting. Bible verses work the same way.
A verse may be quoted accurately word-for-word and still be interpreted inaccurately. Taking Scripture out of context does not necessarily
mean changing its words. It often means separating the words from the setting that determines what they are communicating.

Memory Anchor
QUOTING A VERSE CORRECTLY IS NOT THE SAME AS INTERPRETING IT CORRECTLY.

2. WHY ARE BIBLE VERSES SO EASY TO TAKE OUT OF CONTEXT?
Modern Bibles contain chapter and verse numbers. These are extremely useful for locating passages. But the biblical books were not
originally written as collections of isolated numbered statements.
Paul wrote letters. The Gospel writers told coherent accounts of Jesus. The prophets delivered messages within historical circumstances.
The Psalms are poems, prayers, songs, laments, and praises. Proverbs contains wisdom sayings. Biblical narratives tell stories.
Verse numbers help readers find Scripture. They do not mean each verse was intended to function independently.
A reader can easily search for one sentence, copy it, and never read the paragraph containing it. Digital searches and social media make
this even easier.
A verse can appear on a graphic, in a caption, in a sermon clip, in a devotional, on merchandise, in a motivational message, in a political argument,
or in a fundraising appeal. The quotation may be biblical. The interpretation still needs to be tested.

3. DOES EVERY VERSE NEED THE ENTIRE BIBLE EXPLAINED BEFORE IT CAN BE UNDERSTOOD?
No. Some biblical statements are very direct: "You shall not murder" (Exodus 20:13), "Rejoice always" (1 Thessalonians 5:16), and "God is
love" (1 John 4:8).
Context still enriches these statements, but readers do not need years of theological training before understanding their basic meaning.
A useful rule is: THE MORE AN INTERPRETATION DEPENDS UPON ONE SHORT PHRASE, THE MORE IMPORTANT IT IS TO CHECK
THE SURROUNDING PASSAGE.
Context is not intended to make Bible reading impossibly complicated. It is one of the simplest tools available: KEEP READING.

4. WHAT IS THE CONTEXT CHECK?
READ - Read the paragraph before and after the verse. When possible, read the entire chapter or larger section.
IDENTIFY - Who is speaking or writing? Who is being addressed? Is the statement directed toward Israel, a king, a prophet, Jesus' disciples, a
particular church, an individual, Christians generally, or someone else?
FOLLOW - What is happening in the passage? If it is a letter, follow the author's argument. If it is a narrative, follow the story. If it is poetry, follow
the poem. What question is being answered? What problem is being addressed? What point is being made?
CHECK - What kind of literature is this? Narrative? Law? Poetry? Wisdom? Prophecy? Gospel? Letter? Apocalyptic literature? What historical or
covenant setting matters?
COMPARE - Does the proposed interpretation fit other clear biblical teaching? One passage should not be used to erase another.
ASK - Finally ask: DOES THIS PASSAGE ACTUALLY TEACH THE CLAIM BEING MADE? That question alone can expose many interpretations
that initially sound biblical.

Memory Anchor
READ. IDENTIFY. FOLLOW. CHECK. COMPARE. ASK.
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5. WHAT DOES TAKING PHILIPPIANS 4:13 OUT OF CONTEXT LOOK LIKE?
Philippians 4:13 is frequently quoted: "I can do all things through him who strengthens me." The verse may be used to mean: I can
accomplish any goal; I can win any competition; I can succeed at anything if I believe enough; God will empower Christians to achieve
whatever they attempt.
READ: Philippians 4:10-13. IDENTIFY: Paul is writing to the Christians in Philippi. FOLLOW: Paul is discussing his circumstances. He says
he has learned to be content when brought low, when prospering, when having abundance, and when experiencing need.
Then comes: "I can do all things through him who strengthens me." What are the "all things" Paul has just described? Living faithfully
through both abundance and need.
The verse is not a promise that Christians will succeed at everything they attempt. It is a testimony to Christ's strength enabling Paul to
remain faithful and content through radically different circumstances.
The corrected interpretation does not weaken the verse. It reveals how powerful Paul's statement actually is. Christ's strength is sufficient
even when circumstances do not turn out as hoped.

Memory Anchor
CONTEXT DOES NOT MAKE SCRIPTURE LESS POWERFUL. IT HELPS REVEAL THE POWER SCRIPTURE ACTUALLY
CLAIMS.

6. WHAT ABOUT JEREMIAH 29:11?
Jeremiah 29:11 is one of Scripture's best-known promises. It is often applied as: God has a wonderful individual life plan for every Christian.
That may lead people to expect career success, financial prosperity, a desired marriage, good health, a particular opportunity, or personal
dreams being fulfilled.
READ: Jeremiah 29:1-14. Jeremiah is writing to Judean exiles who have been taken to Babylon. They are not being promised immediate
escape.
God actually tells them to build houses, plant gardens, marry, raise families, seek the welfare of the city. Their exile will last many years.
The promise of Jeremiah 29:11 belongs within God's covenant dealings with His people and His promise eventually to restore them.
This does not make Jeremiah 29 irrelevant to Christians. It reveals enduring truths about God's faithfulness, sovereignty, judgment, mercy,
and commitment to His purposes. But it should not be turned into a guarantee that every individual Christian's immediate plans will succeed.
A promise can be deeply encouraging without being a blank check for personal expectations.

7. WHAT DOES "JUDGE NOT" MEAN?
Jesus says: "Judge not, that you be not judged." READ: Matthew 7:1. This is sometimes used to mean Christians should never identify
anything as sinful, evaluate someone's behavior, confront wrongdoing, or exercise moral judgment.
But continue reading. READ: Matthew 7:1-5. Jesus speaks about someone noticing a speck in another person's eye while ignoring a log in
his own. His warning targets hypocritical judgment.
Jesus does not say the speck does not exist. He says: first remove the log from your own eye. Then you will see clearly to remove the
speck from your brother's eye.
The same chapter also warns about false prophets and says they can be recognized by their fruits. READ: Matthew 7:15-20. That requires
discernment.
Elsewhere Scripture teaches Christians to exercise moral discernment while rejecting hypocrisy, self-righteousness, slander, and personal
vengeance. READ: John 7:24; Galatians 6:1; James 4:11-12.
The context does not permit harsh judgment. It also does not eliminate biblical discernment.

8. DOES MATTHEW 18:20 PROMISE THAT JESUS IS PRESENT ONLY WHEN TWO OR THREE CHRISTIANS
GATHER?
Jesus says: "For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them." READ: Matthew 18:20. This is often quoted at
small prayer meetings or church gatherings.
The sentiment may be encouraging. But the context is more specific. READ: Matthew 18:15-20.
Jesus is discussing how His disciples should respond when a brother sins. The passage moves through private confrontation, additional
witnesses, the church, binding and loosing, agreement, and then the statement concerning two or three gathered in Jesus' name.
The language also echoes the requirement for witnesses. READ: Deuteronomy 19:15.
The passage therefore belongs within Jesus' teaching about serious community discernment and discipline. It is not primarily explaining the
minimum number of Christians required before Jesus becomes present.
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Christ is not absent from the believer who prays alone. READ: Matthew 6:6. Matthew 18:20 remains encouraging. Its context makes the
statement more serious, not less meaningful.

9. DOES ROMANS 8:28 MEAN EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENS IS GOOD?
Romans 8:28 teaches that God works all things together for good for those who love Him and are called according to His purpose.
Sometimes this becomes: Everything happens for a reason, so what happened must be good.
But Paul does not say everything is good. Romans 8 contains suffering, weakness, groaning, persecution, famine, danger, and death.
READ: Romans 8:18-39.
Creation itself is described as groaning. Believers groan. The Spirit helps believers in weakness.
The promise is not: NOTHING BAD WILL HAPPEN. The promise is that suffering, weakness, and evil cannot ultimately defeat God's saving
purpose for His people.
The next verse helps define the "good": God is conforming His people to the image of His Son. READ: Romans 8:29.
The context prevents Romans 8:28 from becoming a shallow explanation for suffering. It instead gives hope in the middle of real suffering.

10. CAN A TRUE STATEMENT STILL BE SUPPORTED BY THE WRONG VERSE?
Yes. This is an important distinction. A Christian may say something that is biblically true while using a passage that does not actually teach
that truth.
For example: "Jesus is present when one Christian prays alone." That is consistent with Scripture. But Matthew 18:20 is not primarily
teaching that point.
Or someone might make a true statement about God's care and attach Jeremiah 29:11 as though that verse were a universal individual
promise.
The conclusion may contain truth. The supporting passage may still be misused.
Faithful Bible interpretation asks two separate questions: IS THIS CLAIM BIBLICALLY TRUE? and DOES THIS PARTICULAR PASSAGE
ACTUALLY TEACH IT?
A true doctrine does not give permission to make an unrelated verse prove it.

11. HOW CAN SOMEONE RECOGNIZE AN OUT-OF-CONTEXT CLAIM QUICKLY?
Several warning signs should prompt a closer look: a verse is quoted without explanation of its surrounding passage; a speaker repeatedly says
"God told me this verse means..." while the meaning cannot be seen in the text; a single word is given enormous significance without examining
how the author uses it; a promise given to a specific biblical audience is automatically transferred to everyone; a narrative event is treated as a
universal command; a proverb is treated as an unconditional guarantee; a symbolic detail becomes the foundation for a doctrine; a verse is used to
contradict clearer passages; a teacher's interpretation depends upon listeners not reading the surrounding verses; a passage is repeatedly used to
benefit the person interpreting it; questions about context are discouraged.
None of these automatically proves an interpretation is wrong. They are signals to open the Bible and investigate.

Memory Anchor
WHEN A CLAIM DEPENDS ON A VERSE, READ MORE THAN THE VERSE.

12. SHOULD THIS TEST APPLY ONLY TO OTHER PEOPLE?
No. One of the easiest people to catch misusing Scripture is someone else. One of the most important people to examine is oneself.
Readers naturally bring experiences, expectations, traditions, political opinions, cultural assumptions, personal desires, past teaching, fears,
and hopes into Bible reading.
A verse may feel as though it confirms something already believed. That does not mean the interpretation is wrong. But it should still be
tested.
Ask: Would this passage still mean this if it challenged what was already believed? Was the conclusion reached from the text? Or was the
conclusion brought to the text? Is the entire paragraph being allowed to speak? Are difficult verses being ignored? Would the interpretation
be obvious to someone who had never heard the preferred conclusion?
The goal is not endless self-doubt. The goal is humility before Scripture. READ: Psalm 119:18; 139:23-24.

PART TWO
WANT TO GO DEEPER? INTERMEDIATE
13. WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF CONTEXT?
IMMEDIATE CONTEXT - The sentences and paragraphs surrounding the verse.
BOOK CONTEXT - The purpose, structure, argument, and themes of the biblical book.
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT - The people, circumstances, events, customs, and setting surrounding the passage.
LITERARY CONTEXT - The type of literature and the way it communicates.
COVENANT CONTEXT - Where the passage belongs within God's unfolding covenant dealings.
CANONICAL CONTEXT - How the passage relates to the rest of Scripture.
REDEMPTIVE-HISTORICAL CONTEXT - Where the passage belongs within the unfolding biblical story leading toward God's work through Jesus
and ultimately the New Creation.
Not every passage requires an extensive investigation of every category. But difficult passages often become clearer when several layers
are considered.

14. WHY DOES GENRE MATTER?
NARRATIVE describes events. Something happening does not automatically mean God commands readers to imitate it.
POETRY uses imagery, emotion, metaphor, and parallelism. Poetic descriptions should not automatically be turned into technical scientific
statements.
WISDOM frequently describes general patterns of wise living. A proverb is not necessarily an unconditional promise about every circumstance.
PROPHECY speaks within historical covenant circumstances and may contain judgment, warning, restoration, and future hope.
LETTERS develop arguments. A sentence often depends heavily upon what came before it.
APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE uses vivid imagery and symbolism. Symbols should be interpreted carefully rather than assigned arbitrary
meanings.
GOSPELS present the words and works of Jesus within carefully shaped narratives of His identity, mission, death, and resurrection.
Ignoring genre can produce interpretations that sound biblical because they quote biblical words while misunderstanding how those words
function.

15. WHY DOES COVENANT CONTEXT MATTER?
A common form of out-of-context interpretation is: THE BIBLE COMMANDS THIS. THEREFORE EVERY CHRISTIAN MUST DO THIS IN
EXACTLY THE SAME WAY.
But Scripture records commands given to different people within different covenant settings. God commanded Noah to build an ark. READ:
Genesis 6:14. That command is Scripture. It is not a command for every Christian to build an ark.
God gave Israel dietary laws, sacrificial regulations, priestly instructions, purity laws, and national covenant commands. Christians should
not discard those passages. They reveal God's holiness, Israel's covenant life, sin, sacrifice, priesthood, and important parts of the biblical
story.
But the New Testament explains how Jesus fulfills the law, sacrifice, priesthood, and covenant promises. READ: Matthew 5:17; Acts 10;
Galatians 3; Hebrews 8-10.
The right question is not merely: "IS THIS COMMAND IN THE BIBLE?" Ask: WHO RECEIVED IT? WHY? UNDER WHAT COVENANT?
AND HOW DOES LATER SCRIPTURE DEVELOP IT?

16. WHY IS "THE BIBLE SAYS..." SOMETIMES NOT ENOUGH?
Everything Scripture records is truly recorded. But not every statement spoken by a biblical character is presented as true teaching.
The serpent speaks in Genesis. Job's friends speak extensively. People opposing Jesus speak. Demons speak. Foolish people speak.
The Bible accurately records their words. That does not mean Scripture endorses those words.
Likewise, biblical narratives accurately describe lying, violence, adultery, polygamy, betrayal, idolatry, cowardice, and bad leadership. Their
presence in Scripture does not make them prescriptions for Christian behavior.
Ask: WHO SAID THIS? DOES THE BIBLICAL AUTHOR AFFIRM IT? WHAT HAPPENS IN THE STORY? HOW DOES THE REST OF
SCRIPTURE EVALUATE IT?
"THE BIBLE SAYS..." should sometimes be followed by: "WHO SAYS IT IN THE BIBLE, AND WHY IS IT BEING RECORDED?"

17. CAN WORD STUDIES CREATE OUT-OF-CONTEXT INTERPRETATIONS?
Yes. Looking at Hebrew and Greek words can be valuable. But knowing a word's possible meanings does not mean every possible
meaning belongs in every verse.
English works the same way. The word "bank" can refer to a financial institution, the side of a river, tilting an airplane, or a collection of
stored items. A dictionary lists possibilities. The sentence determines which meaning is intended.
Biblical words also have ranges of meaning. A common mistake is to find an interesting dictionary definition, root, or possible meaning and
insert it into a verse even when the context does not support it.
Word-study tools should serve context. They should not replace it. This is one reason the Word Study method should begin with the
passage itself rather than with an exciting lexical discovery.
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18. CAN CROSS-REFERENCES ALSO BE MISUSED?
Yes. Cross-references are extremely helpful. But most cross-reference systems were assembled by editors.
A cross-reference may indicate a quotation, an allusion, a repeated word, a similar concept, a related event, a theological connection, or a possible
parallel. Those are not all equally strong.
A cross-reference printed beside a verse does not automatically prove that the biblical authors intended the passages to interpret one
another.
Read both passages. Then ask: WHAT IS THE CONNECTION? HOW STRONG IS IT?
This is especially important when tracing themes or typology. A helpful cross-reference is an invitation to investigate. It is not an inspired
conclusion.

19. HOW CAN SCRIPTURE BE TAKEN OUT OF CONTEXT TO PROMISE PROSPERITY?
A teacher may gather verses about blessing, provision, asking, faith, abundance, harvest, and giving. Then conclude: God promises
Christians wealth, health, success, or financial return if they have enough faith or give enough money.
The problem cannot be evaluated merely by counting how many verses are quoted. Every passage must be examined.
Ask: Is this a covenant promise to Israel? Is this wisdom literature? Is this about spiritual blessing? Is this describing God's provision rather
than guaranteeing wealth? Is this passage actually about money? Does the interpretation account for biblical teaching about suffering?
Does it account for faithful believers who experienced poverty, persecution, illness, or martyrdom?
Consider Paul. He knew both abundance and need. READ: Philippians 4:10-13. He also describes hunger, thirst, hardship, persecution,
and weakness. READ: 2 Corinthians 11:23-30.
Jesus warns against storing up earthly treasures and against serving money. READ: Matthew 6:19-24.
The question is not: "DID THE TEACHER QUOTE BIBLE VERSES?" The question is: "DO THOSE VERSES, IN CONTEXT, TEACH THE
CLAIM?"

20. CAN SCRIPTURE BE USED TO MANIPULATE OR CONTROL PEOPLE?
Yes. The misuse of Scripture becomes especially serious when biblical language is used to pressure people into obeying a leader
unquestioningly, remaining silent about abuse, giving money under coercion, ignoring criminal behavior, remaining in immediate danger,
accepting spiritual intimidation, treating disagreement with a leader as rebellion against God, avoiding legitimate questions, or protecting an
institution's reputation at the expense of harmed people.
A leader might quote: "Touch not my anointed ones." READ: Psalm 105:15. and claim that questioning a pastor or ministry leader is
forbidden.
But Psalm 105 is recounting God's protection of the patriarchs in the history of His covenant promises. It is not a command granting
Christian leaders immunity from correction or accountability.
The New Testament instructs church leaders to shepherd rather than dominate. READ: 1 Peter 5:1-4. Leaders themselves can be
confronted concerning sin. READ: 1 Timothy 5:19-21.
Paul publicly confronted Peter when Peter's conduct contradicted the Gospel. READ: Galatians 2:11-14. Christians are commanded to test
teaching. READ: Acts 17:11; 1 Thessalonians 5:21; 1 John 4:1.
Biblical submission never turns a human leader into an unquestionable authority. No Christian leader has the authority of Scripture.

Pastoral Safeguard
Using a Bible verse does not make manipulation holy. Scripture should never be used to conceal abuse, excuse coercion,
silence legitimate questions, or protect wrongdoing. Where abuse, violence, exploitation, or criminal conduct is involved,
seeking appropriate outside help and civil authorities can be entirely compatible with biblical faithfulness. READ: Romans
13:1-4.

21. WHAT ABOUT "GIVE, AND IT WILL BE GIVEN TO YOU"?
Luke 6:38 is sometimes used in fundraising appeals: "Give, and it will be given to you." The implied message may be: Give money to this
ministry and God will return more money to you.
Now read the context. READ: Luke 6:27-38.
Jesus is teaching about loving enemies, doing good, lending without expecting repayment, mercy, judgment, condemnation, forgiveness,
and giving.
The passage certainly includes generosity. But reducing Luke 6:38 to a formula promising financial multiplication ignores the larger
teaching.
Context matters especially when the interpretation financially benefits the person presenting it. That does not prove every fundraising use of
a Bible verse is manipulative. It does mean financial claims deserve careful examination.
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22. CAN POLITICAL CLAIMS TAKE SCRIPTURE OUT OF CONTEXT?
Yes. Christians across political traditions can be tempted to attach biblical texts too quickly to nations, candidates, parties, policies, wars,
elections, political opponents, and modern governments.
A verse originally addressed to ancient Israel may be applied directly to a modern nation without explaining why that transfer is justified. A
prophetic judgment against one historical nation may be applied to a modern opponent as though the prophet explicitly named that
situation. A biblical promise may be turned into a national guarantee. A command may be selectively quoted while other biblical teaching is
ignored.
Scripture certainly has implications for justice, truth, human dignity, government, care for vulnerable people, violence, sexual morality,
wealth, poverty, authority, freedom, and responsibility.
But faithful political application begins by interpreting the passage correctly before applying its principles.
The Bible should judge political commitments. Political commitments should not determine what the Bible is allowed to mean.

23. DOES READING CONTEXT MEAN THERE IS ONLY ONE POSSIBLE APPLICATION?
No. A passage has an intended meaning in its context, but that truth may have many faithful applications.
For example, Philippians 4:10-13 concerns Paul's learned contentment and Christ's strength in abundance and need. That truth might
faithfully encourage a Christian facing financial hardship, a believer experiencing career disappointment, someone adjusting to unexpected
prosperity, a missionary enduring deprivation, or a family navigating uncertain circumstances.
Different applications can grow from the same meaning. The problem begins when application changes the meaning.
MEANING asks: WHAT IS THIS PASSAGE COMMUNICATING? APPLICATION asks: HOW SHOULD THAT TRUTH SHAPE LIFE NOW?
Application should grow from meaning rather than replace it.

24. WHAT IF A FAVORITE VERSE HAS BEEN USED OUT OF CONTEXT?
Do not panic. And do not discard the verse. Read it again. Read what comes before and after. Ask what the biblical author is actually
communicating.
Often the passage becomes richer. Philippians 4:13 is not weakened when it stops being a promise of unlimited achievement. It becomes a
testimony to Christ's sufficiency through abundance and deprivation.
Romans 8:28 is not weakened when it stops meaning that everything painful is secretly good. It becomes assurance that suffering cannot
overthrow God's saving purpose.
Jeremiah 29:11 is not weakened when its exilic context is restored. It becomes part of a remarkable testimony to God's faithfulness to His
covenant purposes even through judgment and long waiting.
Correcting an interpretation does not mean losing Scripture. It means receiving Scripture on its own terms.

Memory Anchor
DO NOT PROTECT A FAVORITE INTERPRETATION FROM THE BIBLE. LET THE BIBLE CORRECT THE INTERPRETATION.

25. WHAT SHOULD SOMEONE DO WHEN A TEACHER APPEARS TO TAKE A VERSE OUT OF CONTEXT?
First, verify the concern carefully. Read the passage. Listen to enough of the teacher's argument to understand what is actually being
claimed. Avoid judging a person's entire ministry from one short edited clip when the full context is available.
Then ask: Was the verse merely used as an illustration? Was the teacher making a legitimate application? Was the passage actually
misinterpreted? Was the claim careless or materially harmful? Is this an isolated mistake or a repeated pattern?
If the issue is minor, it may simply require discernment. If it involves serious doctrinal error, manipulation, abuse, financial exploitation, or
dangerous teaching, greater caution may be necessary.
A teacher does not become infallible because that teacher has a large church, a popular ministry, a bestselling book, a television program, a
large social-media following, a theological degree, a compelling testimony, or a reputation for spiritual authority.
The Bereans examined even Paul's teaching against Scripture. READ: Acts 17:11. That is not cynicism. It is biblical discernment.

26. HOW DOES THIS CONNECT TO OTHER BIBLE-STUDY METHODS?
INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY - Observation and interpretation require seeing the passage in its literary setting.
VERSE MAPPING - A verse should be mapped outward into its paragraph and book rather than studied as an isolated sentence.
WORD STUDY - The surrounding passage helps determine which meaning of a Hebrew or Greek word is intended.
TOPICAL STUDY - Every verse gathered for a topic must first be understood in its own context.
THEME TRACING - Connections across Scripture must respect the original meaning of every passage being connected.
BOOK STUDY - Reading an entire biblical book may be one of the strongest protections against isolated proof-texting.
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The methods reinforce one another. Context is not an extra step added to Bible study. It is part of reading Scripture faithfully.

27. A SIMPLE 3NAILS CONTEXT-CHECK WORKSHEET
VERSE OR PASSAGE: ____________________________________
CLAIM BEING MADE: What is this verse supposedly teaching?
____________________________________
____________________________________
READ
What comes immediately before the verse? ________________________________
What comes immediately after it? ___________________________________
IDENTIFY
Who is speaking or writing? ___________________________________
Who is being addressed? ___________________________________
FOLLOW
What is happening in the passage? What argument, story, poem, or teaching is being developed?
____________________________________
____________________________________
CHECK - GENRE
What kind of biblical literature is this? _______________________________
CHECK - HISTORY
What historical circumstances matter? _________________________________
CHECK - COVENANT
Is this connected to a particular covenant, audience, or period in the biblical story?
____________________________________
COMPARE
What other clear biblical passages relate to the claim?
____________________________________
____________________________________
ASK
Does this passage actually teach the claim being made? YES / NO / PARTLY / UNCERTAIN
IF NOT
What does the passage actually teach?
____________________________________
____________________________________
APPLICATION
What faithful applications grow from that meaning?
____________________________________
____________________________________
SELF-CHECK
Was a conclusion brought to the passage before the passage was read?
____________________________________
FINAL CHECK
Can the interpretation survive reading the verses before and after it?
____________________________________

28. WHAT SHOULD BE REMEMBERED ABOUT CONTEXT?
Context is not an academic obstacle placed between readers and Scripture. It is one of the ordinary ways readers listen carefully.
Read beyond the quotation. Identify the speaker and audience. Follow the author's thought. Recognize the genre. Understand the historical
setting when it matters. Ask where the passage belongs within the biblical story.
Distinguish description from command. Distinguish meaning from application. Do not turn every promise into a personal guarantee. Do not
turn every narrative into an instruction. Do not turn every proverb into an unconditional promise.
Do not let a word study overpower the sentence. Do not let a cross-reference manufacture a connection. Do not allow a teacher's authority
to replace Scripture's authority. Do not use Scripture to manipulate, intimidate, or silence people.
And apply the same standards to personal interpretations that are applied to everyone else's.
The goal is not to become suspicious of the Bible. The goal is to become more careful with it.

Final Memory Anchor
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READ THE VERSE.
READ AROUND THE VERSE.
KNOW WHO IS SPEAKING.
KNOW WHO IS LISTENING.
FOLLOW THE AUTHOR'S THOUGHT.
CHECK THE BIBLICAL SETTING.
TEST THE CLAIM.
THEN APPLY THE TRUTH.

REVIEW
1. What does it mean to take Scripture out of context?
2. Why can a verse be quoted accurately but interpreted inaccurately?
3. Why can chapter and verse numbers make isolated reading easier?
4. What are the six steps of the CONTEXT CHECK?
5. What is Philippians 4:13 discussing in its immediate context?
6. Who originally received the message in Jeremiah 29?
7. What kind of judgment is Jesus confronting in Matthew 7:1-5?
8. What is the larger context of Matthew 18:20?
9. Does Romans 8:28 teach that everything that happens is good?
10. Can a true biblical statement be supported by the wrong verse?
11. What warning signs should prompt a context check?
12. Why should readers test their own interpretations as carefully as someone else's?
13. What are several different kinds of biblical context?
14. Why does genre matter?
15. Why does covenant context matter?
16. Why does Scripture recording someone's words not necessarily mean Scripture endorses those words?
17. How can word studies produce out-of-context interpretations?
18. Why should cross-references be investigated rather than automatically treated as inspired connections?
19. How can prosperity teaching misuse biblical passages?
20. How can Scripture be used manipulatively by leaders?
21. What does the context of Luke 6:38 contribute to its interpretation?
22. How can political assumptions distort biblical interpretation?
23. What is the difference between meaning and application?
24. What should someone do after discovering a favorite verse has been misunderstood?
25. How should a questionable teaching be evaluated fairly?
26. How does context relate to other Bible-study methods?
27. What is the ultimate purpose of checking context?

CONTEXT-CHECK PRACTICE PATH
PHILIPPIANS 4:13 - Read Philippians 4:10-20. Ask what Paul means by "all things."
JEREMIAH 29:11 - Read Jeremiah 29:1-14. Identify the original audience and historical circumstances.
MATTHEW 7:1 - Read Matthew 7:1-20. Compare Jesus' warning about judgment with His instruction concerning discernment.
MATTHEW 18:20 - Read Matthew 18:15-20. Identify the subject Jesus is discussing.
ROMANS 8:28 - Read Romans 8:18-39. Ask how Paul defines suffering, hope, God's purpose, and the believer's ultimate good.
LUKE 6:38 - Read Luke 6:27-38. Identify everything Jesus discusses around the command to give.
2 CHRONICLES 7:14 - Read 2 Chronicles 6-7. Ask: Who is "my people"? What covenant setting is involved? What land is being discussed? Then
consider what enduring truths may legitimately be applied without turning the verse into a direct covenant promise to a modern nation.
PSALM 105:15 - Read Psalm 105:1-22. Ask who the "anointed ones" are in the psalm and whether the passage is discussing modern church leadership.
PROVERBS 22:6 - Read the verse as wisdom literature. Ask how a proverb differs from an unconditional promise.
Choose a passage. Read more than the quotation. Then test the interpretation.

ROOTED IN SCRIPTURE - POINTING TO JESUS
Scripture deserves more than being quoted. It deserves to be heard.
A verse printed on a graphic is still part of a paragraph. A sentence quoted in a sermon is still part of a biblical book. A promise has an
audience. A command has a setting. A proverb belongs to wisdom literature. A prophecy belongs to history. A letter contains an argument.
A narrative tells a story.
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And the Bible as a whole tells the unfolding story of God's work in creation and redemption that reaches its center and fulfillment in Jesus
Christ.
Jesus Himself handled Scripture seriously. He resisted Satan's use of biblical words in the wilderness by answering with Scripture faithfully
understood. READ: Matthew 4:1-11.
The problem in that scene was not that Satan failed to quote Scripture. He quoted Psalm 91. The problem was the use being made of it.
Jesus did not treat the presence of a Bible quotation as proof that the interpretation was faithful. Neither should His followers.
Open the Bible. Read the verse. Then keep reading. Ask who is speaking. Ask who is listening. Follow the author's argument. Understand
the historical setting. Respect the genre. Respect the covenant setting. Compare Scripture with Scripture.
Test interpretations. Test teachers. Test traditions. Test cultural assumptions. Test political assumptions. Test personal assumptions. And
when Scripture corrects a cherished interpretation, allow the correction.
The goal is not to win arguments about context. The goal is to hear God's Word faithfully.
The best defense against Scripture being taken out of context is not suspicion. It is becoming increasingly familiar with Scripture in context.
Read whole paragraphs. Read whole chapters. Read whole books. Follow the biblical story. Know the Word well enough that isolated
quotations are continually brought back to the Scriptures from which they came.
Then follow where Scripture leads.
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus.


