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Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

NEW TO THE BIBLE

How to Use a Study Bible, Commentary, and Bible 
App
Beginner Guide

The short answer
Study Bibles, commentaries, Bible dictionaries, atlases, concordances, and Bible apps can help you 
understand Scripture, but they are not Scripture. Read the biblical passage first. Use tools to answer real 
questions. Then return to Scripture and verify what you learned.

“Open my eyes, that I may see wondrous things out of your law.”
Psalm 119:18 WEB

Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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WELCOME

Welcome
This guide was not written to replace your Bible. It was written to help you use Bible-study tools wisely and grow more 
confident reading Scripture for yourself.

Unfamiliar names, customs, geography, historical events, and difficult passages can feel overwhelming. A good study 
Bible, commentary, dictionary, atlas, concordance, or app can provide helpful background and answer many questions.

Every resource outside the biblical text was created by human beings. Its notes, maps, videos, articles, and 
explanations may be helpful, but they are not inspired or error-free.

If this guide helps you spend more time reading your Bible than reading about the Bible, it has accomplished its 
purpose.

Foundational truth
The Bible is God’s self-revelation, given so that people may know Him through Jesus Christ. Study tools may help us 
understand Scripture, but only Scripture is the final authority by which every explanation must be tested.

Key passages
See Psalm 119:105; Acts 17:10–12; and 2 Timothy 3:14–17.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

The Bible comes first
A study Bible, commentary, dictionary, atlas, concordance, or app can help, but none should be the first voice you hear.

1. Pray
Ask God to help you understand, believe, and obey His Word.

2. Read
Read the entire passage in context before studying one verse.

3. Observe
Write down what you notice and what questions arise.

4. Think
Try to summarize the author’s main point in your own words.

5. Consult
Choose the tool that matches your question.

6. Verify
Return to Scripture and confirm that the explanation fits the passage.

7. Respond
Ask how the truth should shape your faith, worship, choices, and obedience.

Beginner memory anchor
Read Scripture first. Use tools second. Return to Scripture last.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.



3Nails | How to Use a Study Bible Commentary and Bible App Beginner Guide V1 | 4

Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

What you will learn

01 Know the tools
Understand what study Bibles, commentaries, 
dictionaries, atlases, concordances, and apps do.

02 Use a study Bible
Distinguish Scripture from human notes, headings, 
maps, and articles.

03 Use a commentary
Receive help without allowing someone else to do all 
your thinking.

04 Match tool to question
Choose the right help for words, people, customs, 
places, and repeated terms.

05 Use technology wisely
Read, listen, search, and compare without becoming 
distracted.

06 Avoid dependence
Build confidence to study Scripture for yourself.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Study tools have different purposes
Study Bible
Places the biblical text beside book introductions, notes, maps, timelines, cross-references, charts, and articles.

Commentary
Explains a passage’s history, literary context, difficult wording, theological meaning, interpretations, and application.

Bible dictionary
Provides short articles about biblical people, places, objects, customs, events, and theological terms.

Bible atlas
Uses maps, timelines, photographs, and geographical explanations to show where biblical events occurred.

Concordance
Lists where particular words appear in a Bible translation. Some connect English words to Hebrew or Greek terms.

Bible app
Provides digital Scripture and may include audio, translations, searches, notes, dictionaries, maps, and commentaries.

Important distinction
The biblical text is Scripture. Notes, headings, maps, dictionary entries, videos, and explanations are 
human resources.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

How to use a study Bible
1. Identify the biblical text
The larger text is usually Scripture; smaller text at the bottom or side is human commentary. Learn to recognize the 
difference.

2. Read the passage before the note
•  Read the passage and surrounding paragraphs.
•  Write down observations.
•  Identify questions.
•  Then consult the note.

3. Check the book introduction
Look for author, audience, setting, purpose, themes, structure, and important people. Treat these as helpful background; 
some questions about date or authorship are debated.

4. Use cross-references
Follow quotations, parallel accounts, repeated themes, promises, and related events. Read every referenced passage in 
its own context.

Study Bible memory anchor
Read the text. Consult the note. Verify the note. Return to the text.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Maps, timelines, headings, and paragraphs
Use maps and timelines
Maps clarify travel, nations, cities, Israel and Judah, Jesus’ ministry, and Paul’s journeys. Timelines place people, kings, 
prophets, empires, and events in historical order.

Section headings are not Scripture
Editors add titles such as “Jesus Calms the Storm.” A heading may summarize helpfully, emphasize one feature, or 
suggest an interpretation.

Chapters and verses are navigation tools
They were added long after the biblical books were written. Read across a chapter boundary when the author’s thought 
continues.

Worked example: Ephesians 2:1–10
Reading only verses 8–9 emphasizes that salvation is not earned by works. Verse 10 completes the thought: people 
saved by grace are created in Christ for faithful works. Paragraphs help us see the whole argument.

Return to the passage
After using a study note, ask whether its explanation can be seen in the biblical context.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

How to use a commentary
A commentary lets you listen to someone who has spent significant time studying a passage. Teachers are part of God’s 
provision for the church, yet the Bereans still examined Scripture to test what they heard (Acts 17:10–12).

1. Read the passage
Read the entire paragraph or section.

2. Write your own summary
Explain what you think the passage is saying before opening the commentary.

3. Identify your question
Ask for specific help: history, wording, culture, literary flow, related passages, or debated interpretations.

4. Read the relevant explanation
Do not read pages without knowing what help you need.

5. Compare it with Scripture
Read the passage again and check cited references in context.

6. Record what was helpful
Write the insight in your own words.

Commentary memory anchor
A commentary is a conversation partner—not the final authority.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

What commentaries can—and cannot—do
A good commentary can help explain
•  Historical background and cultural details.
•  Literary context and the author’s argument.
•  Biblical quotations and connections.
•  Difficult wording or translation questions.
•  Reasons faithful Christians understand a passage differently.
•  Application that arises from faithful interpretation.

A commentary cannot
•  Replace the biblical text.
•  Make an uncertain interpretation certain.
•  Turn speculation into revelation.
•  Know details Scripture leaves unrecorded.
•  Guarantee its tradition is correct on every issue.
•  Do your praying, thinking, believing, or obeying for you.

A faithful limit
Sometimes the best conclusion is, “We do not have enough information to know for certain.” Do not fill biblical silence 
with confident speculation.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

How to use a Bible dictionary
A Bible dictionary explains biblical people, places, customs, objects, events, and concepts. It can answer questions such 
as: Who were the Pharisees? What was a synagogue? What was a denarius? What does covenant mean?

A simple process
•  Read the biblical passage first.
•  Identify the unfamiliar person, place, object, custom, or idea.
•  Read the dictionary entry.
•  Notice the Scripture references it provides.
•  Open those passages and verify the explanation.
•  Return to the original passage and ask how the information clarifies its message.

Do not copy every detail into the passage
A dictionary article may gather information from many centuries and books. Jerusalem, worship practices, and political 
conditions changed across biblical history. Identify which details fit the period you are reading.

Dictionary memory anchor
Use a Bible dictionary to clarify unfamiliar details—then return to the passage to understand why they 
matter.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

How to use a Bible atlas
Geography often helps explain why people traveled, fought, settled, feared, worshiped, or responded as they did.

An atlas may include
•  Ancient Near Eastern maps.
•  Israel’s tribal territories and divided kingdoms.
•  Assyrian, Babylonian, Persian, Greek, and Roman empires.
•  Trade routes, roads, mountains, valleys, rivers, deserts, and seas.
•  Jesus’ travels and Paul’s missionary journeys.
•  Archaeological photographs and historical timelines.

Questions it can help answer
•  Where did this happen?
•  How far did the person travel?
•  What terrain did the journey involve?
•  Why was this city strategically important?
•  Which empire controlled the region?
•  How did geography affect the story?

Atlas memory anchor
A map clarifies where the story happened. Scripture tells us why it matters.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Atlas examples
The Good Samaritan—Luke 10:25–37
An atlas shows that the road from Jerusalem down to Jericho descended through rugged terrain where an isolated 
traveler could be vulnerable. Geography adds realism, but it does not create the parable’s meaning. Jesus’ context 
teaches that genuine love of neighbor crosses social boundaries and acts with mercy.

Paul’s journeys—Acts 13–14
An atlas shows sea routes, cities, difficult terrain, and the distance Paul and Barnabas traveled. The map helps us 
appreciate the mission’s physical cost. Luke’s account supplies the meaning: the gospel spread under the Holy Spirit’s 
direction and through God’s grace.

Keep the roles clear
Background may illuminate a passage, but the inspired text determines the passage’s message.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

How to use a concordance
A concordance lists where words appear in a particular translation. A printed concordance may be in the back of a Bible; 
apps often provide the same function through search.

A concordance can help you
•  Locate a verse you partly remember.
•  Find repeated words in one biblical book.
•  Trace an exact phrase.
•  Compare how an author uses a term.
•  Find passages related to a topic.

Know its limits
A concordance is not a complete word study. Translations may use different words for one Hebrew or Greek term, and 
the same English word may represent several original-language words.

Responsible order
•  Choose a translation.
•  Search the exact word or phrase.
•  Read every result in context.
•  Keep exact matches separate from related themes.
•  Summarize only what the evidence supports.

Concordance memory anchor
A concordance helps you find passages. Context helps you understand them.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Worked concordance example: “But God”
1. Choose the translation
Search results will differ among the NLT, NIV, CSB, ESV, NASB, NKJV, and other translations.

2. Search the exact phrase
Record passages containing “but God” in that translation.

3. Read each passage in context
The phrase may introduce God’s intervention, judgment, purpose, mercy, faithfulness, or resurrection power.

4. Look for related wording
Other passages may communicate a similar truth using “but the Lord,” “yet God,” “the Lord delivered,” or “God 
provided.”

5. Separate the lists
An exact phrase list and a thematic list answer different questions. Do not present them as identical evidence.

One careful summary
Human circumstances and limitations never place God outside His sovereign ability to judge, rescue, redeem, provide, 
or accomplish His purposes.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

How to use a Bible app
Bible apps can make Scripture more accessible than ever, but the same device may also contain notifications, social 
media, news, games, advertising, and other distractions.

Use the app intentionally
•  Decide whether you will read, listen, compare, search, or review notes.
•  Turn off unnecessary notifications or use a focus setting.
•  Adjust font size and background for comfortable reading.
•  Download a translation for offline use.
•  Highlight sparingly and record meaningful observations.

Audio Bibles
Listening helps people who struggle with reading, reveals the flow of a whole book, and makes repeated words easier to 
hear. Many early believers received Scripture through public reading (1 Timothy 4:13; Revelation 1:3).

App memory anchor
Use technology to remove barriers to Scripture—not to add distraction.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Searches, highlights, and notes
Search tools can help you
•  Locate a verse you partly remember.
•  Find an exact phrase in one translation.
•  Trace a name or place.
•  Compare a repeated word within one book.
•  Find related passages.

Read every result in context
Search results are a starting point. The same English word may translate different Hebrew or Greek words.

A simple highlight system
•  Gold—God’s character.
•  Green—promises and hope.
•  Blue—Jesus connections.
•  Red—warnings or commands.
•  Purple—prayer and worship.

Do not highlight everything
The colors are not important; consistency is. When nearly every line is marked, highlights stop helping.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Reading plans and devotionals
Reading plans
Plans can guide you through the whole Bible, a Testament, one book, a chronological arrangement, or a theme. 
Finishing the assignment is not more important than understanding and responding. If you fall behind, return without 
guilt.

Devotionals
A devotional usually combines a brief passage with another person’s reflection. It may encourage faith, but should not 
become the primary way you encounter Scripture.

A healthy rhythm
•  Read the Bible passage first.
•  Read the surrounding context.
•  Then read the devotional.
•  Return to Scripture and test whether the reflection represents it faithfully.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

How to choose a trustworthy resource
No human resource is completely neutral. It may reflect a theological tradition, ministry perspective, intended audience, 
or commercial goal. That does not make it unusable; it means we should use discernment.

Ask these questions
•  Does it treat Scripture as authoritative?
•  Does it read passages in context?
•  Does it point readers back to the Bible?
•  Does it accurately present Jesus and the gospel?
•  Does it distinguish fact from interpretation?
•  Does it describe other Christian views fairly?
•  Are the authors and editors identifiable?
•  Does it provide references and a way to report errors?
•  Does it use fear, outrage, secret knowledge, or financial pressure?

Trustworthy-resource memory anchor
Sound resources explain their reasoning, show their sources, acknowledge limits, and send you back to 
Scripture.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Theological perspective and disagreement
Faithful Christians agree on the central truths of the gospel while differing on some secondary questions.

Resources may differ about
•  Baptism and Communion.
•  Spiritual gifts and church government.
•  Election and human responsibility.
•  Israel and the church.
•  Women in ministry.
•  End-times timelines.
•  Christians and Old Testament Law.

When resources disagree
•  Read the passage again.
•  Identify the exact disagreement.
•  Separate central doctrine from secondary interpretation.
•  Examine supporting passages in context.
•  Consult a mature, trustworthy Christian or pastor.
•  Match your confidence to the evidence.
•  Remain teachable and charitable.

A healthy posture
Recognize perspective, test conclusions through Scripture, and avoid measuring faithfulness by 
agreement on every secondary issue.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Worked example: Philippians 4:13
Read in isolation, “I can do all things through Christ” may sound like a promise that Jesus will enable any goal we 
choose.

1. Read Philippians 4:10–20
Paul discusses financial support, need, abundance, hunger, and contentment.

2. Summarize the context
Paul has learned to remain faithful and content in changing circumstances because Christ strengthens him.

3. Consult a study note
A trustworthy note should connect verse 13 to contentment in need and abundance—not unlimited achievement.

4. Check a commentary
A commentary may explain Paul’s imprisonment, the Philippians’ gift, and the flow of the argument.

5. Return to the text
The tool did not create the meaning. It helped reveal the meaning already present in the passage.

One faithful summary
Christ strengthens believers to remain faithful and content in the circumstances He allows.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Worked example: Jeremiah 29:11
1. Read Jeremiah 29:1–14
The passage belongs to a letter sent to Jewish exiles in Babylon.

2. Notice the timeline
They were to build homes, plant gardens, raise families, seek the city’s welfare, and wait through a long exile.

3. Notice the promise
God had not abandoned His covenant people and promised to bring them home after the appointed period.

4. Use a map or timeline
See the distance between Jerusalem and Babylon and place the exile within biblical history.

5. Consult notes or commentary
Learn about false prophets, the Babylonian exile, and the seventy-year period.

6. Return to the passage
It reveals God’s faithfulness during prolonged discipline and waiting, not a promise of immediate comfort or financial 
success.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Common mistakes to avoid
Mistakes and corrections
•  Reading notes first—read the Bible first.
•  Treating notes as inspired—distinguish Scripture from explanation.
•  Consulting too many resources—begin with one or two.
•  Searching until someone agrees—ask what the passage means.
•  Reading isolated verses—read paragraphs and books.
•  Accepting unsourced history—look for documentation.
•  Building doctrine on one note—build from Scripture interpreted through Scripture.
•  Using word tools carelessly—do not insert every possible definition.
•  Assuming confidence proves truth—popularity and polish do not establish accuracy.
•  Becoming afraid to read alone—tools should build confidence, not dependence.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

A simple beginner toolkit

01 Primary Bible
Choose a clear translation you understand; the NLT 
is an excellent beginner option.

02 Comparison Bible
Consider the NIV, CSB, ESV, or NASB.

03 Study Bible
Look for clear introductions, maps, cross-references, 
and accountable notes.

04 Commentary
Use one beginner-friendly whole-Bible or single-
volume commentary.

05 Dictionary and atlas
Clarify unfamiliar details and geography.

06 Bible app
Use it for reading, listening, searching, and 
comparison.

07 Notebook
Record observations, questions, prayers, and 
passages to revisit.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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Which tool should I use?
What does this passage say?
Begin with the Bible itself.

What was happening historically?
Use an introduction, dictionary, timeline, or commentary.

Where did this happen?
Use a Bible atlas or map.

Who was this person or group?
Use a Bible dictionary.

Where else does this phrase appear?
Use a concordance or app search.

Why do translations differ?
Compare translations, read footnotes, and consult a commentary.

How does this fit the author’s argument?
Read the context; consult an expository commentary if needed.

How does this connect to Scripture?
Use cross-references and verify every passage in context.

Match the tool to the question
Do not reach for a commentary when a map or dictionary will answer the question more directly.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

A simple 20-minute study rhythm
Minutes 1–2: Pray
Ask for understanding, humility, and a willing heart.

Minutes 3–8: Read
Read slowly, including the surrounding context.

Minutes 9–12: Observe
Write what the passage says, reveals about God, and causes you to ask.

Minutes 13–16: Consult
Use one tool to address your most important question.

Minutes 17–19: Return
Read again and revise your summary if necessary.

Minute 20: Respond
Write one prayer, truth to remember, or faithful next step.

Keep it sustainable
Faithful study does not require hours every day.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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A seven-day practice plan
Choose a short biblical book such as Philippians, Ruth, Jonah, James, or 1 John.

Day 1
Read or listen to the whole book without notes.

Day 2
Read the introduction: author, audience, setting, purpose, and themes.

Day 3
Observe structure, repeated words, commands, questions, and movements.

Day 4
Follow two or three important cross-references.

Day 5
Use a dictionary, atlas, or concordance for one real question.

Day 6
Consult one commentary and compare it with your observations.

Day 7
Summarize the message, God’s character, Jesus connection, memory truth, and response.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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PART ONE · BEGINNER GUIDE

Review and reflection
Check your understanding
•  What is the difference between Scripture and a study note?
•  Why read the passage before consulting a commentary?
•  Which tool best answers a geographical question?
•  Which tool explains an unfamiliar custom or person?
•  Which tool locates a repeated phrase?
•  How does an exact phrase list differ from a thematic list?
•  What is one sign a resource is creating dependence?
•  How can you recognize a theological perspective without rejecting the resource immediately?
•  Does your most-used tool send you back to Scripture?
•  What will you change in your study process?

Beginner section complete
Continue only when you are ready for an intermediate look at evaluating and using advanced features.
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PART TWO · WANT TO GO DEEPER? · INTERMEDIATE

Different kinds of commentaries
Devotional
Emphasizes encouragement and application. Warm and accessible, but may give less attention to context.

Expository
Explains the passage’s flow and connects interpretation with application. The author’s framework may shape disputed 
passages.

Technical or academic
Engages Hebrew, Greek, manuscripts, history, structure, and scholarship. Thorough but potentially overwhelming.

Pastoral or application
Supports preaching, counseling, church life, and discipleship. Application should still arise from intended meaning.

Cultural and historical background
Explains customs, geography, politics, archaeology, and social practices. Background should illuminate—not replace—
the text.

Intermediate memory anchor
Choose the commentary that matches the question you are asking.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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How to compare commentaries
View one
What conclusion is reached? What evidence and assumptions support it?

View two
How does it differ? What evidence and assumptions support it?

Points of agreement
What do both interpretations affirm?

Main disagreement
Which word, context question, historical claim, or theological framework creates the difference?

Confidence level
•  Explicitly stated in Scripture.
•  Strongly supported.
•  Reasonable but debated.
•  Possible but uncertain.
•  Speculative.

Choose by evidence
Do not select a view merely because it is familiar, emotional, or defended most forcefully.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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The distance between us and the biblical world
Language distance
The Bible was written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek.

Historical distance
Biblical events occurred under different empires, economies, laws, and political structures.

Cultural distance
Family, hospitality, marriage, honor, agriculture, warfare, worship, and daily life differed from ours.

Geographical distance
Mountains, rivers, deserts, roads, cities, and borders shaped events.

Literary distance
Ancient narratives, covenants, poetry, prophecy, wisdom, letters, and visions use forms unfamiliar to many readers.

Covenant distance
Some commands and promises belong to the Abrahamic, Mosaic, Davidic, or new covenant setting.

The tool’s role
Responsible resources bridge distance without suggesting only experts can understand Scripture.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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Original-language tools
Responsible uses
•  Compare how translations render a word.
•  Observe where the same original word appears.
•  Read a trusted dictionary entry.
•  Notice a word’s possible meanings.
•  Ask how context limits those meanings.
•  Consult someone trained in the language.

Avoid
•  Assuming one English word always represents one original word.
•  Importing every possible definition into a verse.
•  Building doctrine from a word’s roots rather than contextual use.
•  Treating a concordance number as language expertise.
•  Correcting translators based on one short online definition.
•  Claiming hidden meanings unavailable to ordinary readers.

Word-study memory anchor
A word’s meaning is shaped by its sentence, paragraph, book, and historical setting.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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Strong’s numbers and responsible use
Some concordances assign numbers to Hebrew and Greek root words. Strong’s numbers help readers locate dictionary 
entries and compare occurrences, but they do not explain every feature of grammar or context.

Example: “love” in John 21
A concordance shows more than one Greek word related to love in John 21:15–17. Some teachers make the distinction 
the center of the passage. Yet John also varies other related vocabulary. The differences may contribute nuance but 
should not outweigh the clear emphasis: the risen Jesus restores and commissions Peter to care for Christ’s sheep.

What a number cannot do
It cannot prove identical meaning in every passage, explain grammar automatically, replace language training, or 
authorize combining every dictionary definition.

Responsible memory anchor
A concordance shows where a word appears. Context determines what it means there.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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AI-generated Bible answers
AI can summarize information, organize notes, generate questions, compare wording, and locate possible references. It 
can also invent citations, misquote Scripture, blend traditions, and present uncertain claims confidently.

A responsible process
•  Ask for Scripture references supporting every claim.
•  Open your Bible and verify every reference.
•  Read the passage in context.
•  Confirm historical claims through accountable resources.
•  Distinguish biblical statements from interpretation.
•  Ask whether faithful Christians hold different views.
•  Discard anything that does not align with Scripture.
•  Never assume polished wording proves accuracy.

AI memory anchor
AI can organize a study. It cannot authenticate itself, replace Scripture, or own your interpretation.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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Bible apps, privacy, and commercial influence
Digital tools may collect account details, searches, reading habits, highlights, notes, prayer requests, location, device 
data, and purchase activity. Review privacy settings before storing deeply personal information.

Protect confidential information
Be careful with prayer requests, counseling details, medical information, abuse disclosures, and information about 
another person.

Notice commercial influence
Apps may recommend content through subscriptions, advertising, publisher agreements, or paid partnerships. 
Promotion does not prove a resource is sound.

Ask
•  Who created this resource?
•  Is the recommendation sponsored?
•  Can I export my notes?
•  What happens if the service changes or closes?
•  Am I relying on a tool I do not control?

Practical safeguard
Keep important notes in a format you can back up independently.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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Cross-references and topical chains
Direct quotation
The New Testament explicitly quotes the Old Testament—for example, Matthew 2:5–6 and Micah 5:2.

Parallel account
The same event appears in more than one Gospel—for example, feeding the five thousand.

Shared theme
Two passages address prayer, covenant, faith, judgment, mercy, or resurrection without one directly interpreting the 
other.

Possible echo
Similar wording may suggest a relationship, but the connection requires evaluation.

Guardrail
A cross-reference invites comparison. It does not automatically prove identical meaning or direct fulfillment.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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When a note corrects a popular interpretation
Examples
•  Philippians 4:13—strength for contentment, not unlimited achievement.
•  Jeremiah 29:11—hope for exiles during long waiting.
•  Matthew 18:20—within teaching about correction and church discipline.
•  Revelation 3:20—Christ addressing a complacent church.
•  Proverbs 22:6—wisdom for faithful training, not a mechanical guarantee.

Verify the correction
•  Read the paragraph and chapter.
•  Consider the book’s purpose.
•  Check related passages.
•  Examine the historical or grammatical evidence.

Keep the goal clear
Do not collect surprising corrections for their own sake. Seek to understand Scripture faithfully.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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Building a small, balanced library
A balanced collection may include
•  One clear primary translation.
•  One form-based comparison translation.
•  One trusted study Bible.
•  One Bible dictionary and atlas.
•  One whole-Bible commentary.
•  Old and New Testament introductions.
•  One resource on context and interpretation.
•  A commentary for the biblical book currently studied.

Before buying another resource
•  What question will this answer?
•  Do I already own something similar?
•  Does it represent a helpful perspective missing from my collection?
•  Will I actually use it?
•  Can I preview it first?

Remember
More resources do not automatically produce deeper understanding.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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REUSABLE WORKSHEET

Use one tool for one real question
Biblical passage
Reference: ________________________________________________________

Read the context
What happens before and after? ________________________________________

My observations
What does the passage clearly say? ____________________________________

What does it reveal about God? ________________________________________

What question do I have? _____________________________________________

Tool selected
•  Study Bible / cross-reference
•  Map, atlas, or timeline
•  Dictionary or concordance
•  Commentary or Bible app
•  Audio Bible or other

What I verified
What the resource claims: _____________________________________________

Scripture references checked: __________________________________________

My revised summary: _________________________________________________

Faithful response: ___________________________________________________

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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REVIEW AND RESPONSE

Final encouragement
God did not give His Word only to scholars, pastors, teachers, or people with large libraries. He gave Scripture to His 
people.

Teachers, notes, dictionaries, atlases, concordances, and digital tools can serve the church well, but they should help 
ordinary believers grow in their ability to read, understand, trust, and obey God’s Word.

When something is difficult
•  Pray.
•  Read the context.
•  Write down your question.
•  Choose the tool that matches it.
•  Verify the answer.
•  Be willing to say, “I do not know yet.”
•  Keep reading.

The purpose
Bible study is not merely collecting information. It is knowing God, recognizing Jesus throughout Scripture, depending on 
the Holy Spirit, and becoming a faithful disciple who confidently studies the Bible.

Final memory anchor
Good tools make Scripture clearer. Great tools eventually make themselves less necessary.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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THE MOST IMPORTANT PLACE TO BEGIN

Do you know Jesus?
The Bible’s message is good news. God created us to know Him, but every one of us has sinned and fallen short of His 
glory (Romans 3:23). We cannot repair that relationship through good works, religion, knowledge, or effort.

God did for us what we could not do. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, lived without sin, died for our sins, and rose from the 
dead. Through Him, God offers forgiveness, reconciliation, and eternal life as a gift of grace (Romans 5:6–8; 1 
Corinthians 15:3–4; Ephesians 2:8–9).

How do we respond?

01 Turn toward God
Repentance means turning from sin and self-rule 
toward God (Acts 3:19).

02
Believe in Jesus
Trust that Jesus is Lord and that His death and 
resurrection are sufficient to save you (John 3:16; 
Romans 10:9–10).

03 Call on Him
Confess your need, place your trust in Jesus, and 
ask Him to forgive and lead you (Romans 10:13).

A prayer can express your faith
Jesus, I know that I have sinned and cannot save myself. I believe You died for my sins and rose again. I 
turn to You, ask for Your forgiveness, and trust You as my Savior and Lord. Help me follow You and grow 
in Your Word. Amen.

A prayer is not a magic formula. Jesus saves everyone who truly comes to Him in faith. If you have trusted Christ, tell 
another faithful Christian, connect with a Bible-believing local church, and learn about baptism and discipleship (Matthew 
28:18–20; Acts 2:38–42).

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.
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RESOURCE NOTES

Use, share, and verify
This content is made for you. You may print, copy, and share it to encourage others to open their Bibles. Please do not 
sell it, remove source acknowledgments, or present it as error-free.

A note about human limitations

Key passages for further study
•  Psalm 19:7–14; Psalm 119:9–18, 97–105
•  Nehemiah 8:1–8
•  Luke 24:25–32; John 5:39–40
•  Acts 17:10–12
•  Ephesians 4:11–16
•  1 Timothy 4:13–16
•  2 Timothy 2:14–17; 3:14–17
•  James 1:19–25
•  2 Peter 1:19–21

Final reminder
Use tools with gratitude and discernment. Read Scripture first. Use tools second. Return to Scripture last.

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.

These resources were created with care but may contain mistakes. Please verify every teaching and citation through
Scripture. Possible errors or needed clarifications may be reported to 3NailResources@gmail.com for careful review and
correction.


