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A 3NAILS BOOK STUDY

Hosea: Loved, Pursued, Redeemed, and Restored

An approachable book study of God’s faithful love for people who wander

The heart of Hosea

God asked Hosea to live out a painful picture of His relationship with Israel. The people had turned
away, yet God continued to love, pursue, discipline, invite, and promise restoration. Hosea shows us
that God’s holy love is neither indifferent to sin nor easily exhausted by it.

THE GOSPEL-SHAPED THREAD

Hosea paid to reclaim the woman who already belonged within their
marriage covenant. In the fuller story of Scripture, this gives us a
powerful picture of Jesus, who loved us and paid the cost of our
redemption while we were still sinners.

“But God commends his own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

Romans 5:8 WEB
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BEGIN HERE

Hosea at a glance

Hosea was a prophet God sent to the northern kingdom of Israel. The people still used God’s name,
but they also worshiped idols, trusted political alliances, and lived as though they no longer needed
Him. God used Hosea’s marriage and family as a visible picture of Israel’s unfaithfulness—and of His
own faithful covenant love.

The book’s four movements

A family becomes a message — chapters 1-3

01 Hosea marries Gomer, their children receive warning-names, God promises reversal, and Hosea
pays to reclaim the unfaithful woman.

God names the unfaithfulness — chapters 4-7

Israel has rejected the knowledge of God and replaced covenant faithfulness with idolatry,
injustice, empty religion, and political scheming.

Sin produces consequences — chapters 8-13

Israel trusts idols, kings, military strength, and foreign nations. Judgment is coming, yet God’s
compassion repeatedly appears within the warnings.

The invitation remains open — chapter 14

God calls Israel to return honestly and promises to heal their waywardness, love them freely,
and make them fruitful again.

The central movement—stated once

Sin is exposed and carries real consequences, yet God continues calling His people to return. Hosea
reveals the heart of a holy God who confronts betrayal, pays attention to wandering hearts, and offers
restoration rooted in His own faithful love.

How to use this study

Pages 1-8 provide the main study in accessible language; the final sections add intermediate-level
nuance. Read Hosea 1-3 first, continue through chapters 4-13 in short sections, and finish by
reading chapter 14 aloud as God'’s invitation to return.
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MEET HOSEA

Who was Hosea?

Hosea was the son of Beeri and a prophet to Israel during the reign of Jeroboam Il and the years that
followed (Hosea 1:1). His ministry unfolded during Israel’s final decades before the northern kingdom
fell to Assyria in 722 BC. Outward prosperity could not hide inward decay: idolatry, injustice, unstable
leadership, and misplaced trust were pulling the nation away from God.

A name you will see often: Ephraim

Ephraim was one of Israel’s northern tribes and had become the most prominent tribe in the northern
kingdom. Hosea therefore often uses “Ephraim” as another name for the northern kingdom of Israel
as a whole—not as a different nation or a new person in the story.

A prophet whose life carried the message

Some prophets acted out signs; Hosea’s own home became the sign. His marriage pain allowed
Israel to see what covenant unfaithfulness meant to God. His costly obedience helps readers feel
both the seriousness of Israel’s betrayal and the persistence of God'’s love.

A family of living signs
Hosea'’s children received names that carried warnings—and later revealed God’s promised reversal:

¢ Jezreel recalled bloodshed and warned of judgment on the house of Jehu and Israel’s military power
(Hosea 1:4-5).

¢ Lo-Ruhamah means “not pitied” or “no mercy,” warning that persistent rejection of God would bring
consequences (1:6).

¢ Lo-Ammi means “not my people,” expressing the covenant rupture caused by Israel’'s unfaithfulness
(1:8-9).

Judgment was not the final word. God promised that “not my people” would again be called “sons of the living

God,” that Lo-Ruhamah would receive mercy, and that He would again say, “You are my people” (1:10-11;

2:23). Paul and Peter later use this reversal-language when explaining God’s mercy (Romans 9:22—-26; 1 Peter
2:9-10).

Keep the main comparison clear

Hosea represents the faithful covenant partner, while Gomer’s unfaithfulness pictures Israel’s spiritual
unfaithfulness. This unique prophetic sign is not permission to excuse abuse, ignore safety, or insist
that every wounded spouse remain in danger.
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THE PURCHASE IN HOSEA 3

He paid for the woman he already had

God told Hosea to go again and love an adulterous woman in the same way the Lord continued to
love Israel while the people turned to other gods (Hosea 3:1). The natural and traditional reading
understands this woman as Gomer, Hosea'’s wife from chapter 1, although chapter 3 does not repeat
her name.

Love became a costly action

Hosea bought her for fifteen pieces of silver plus a homer and a half of barley (3:2). The text does not
explain the exact circumstances that placed her in this position. What it makes unmistakable is that
Hosea paid a real cost to reclaim her.

The startling picture

Hosea was not purchasing a stranger so that she could become his wife. He was paying to reclaim
the woman who already belonged within their marriage covenant. Israel already belonged to the Lord
by covenant, yet God pictured Himself as the faithful One who continued pursuing His wandering
people.

Reclaimed for restoration—not continued bondage

Hosea told her to remain with him and leave prostitution and other men behind (3:3). Redemption did
not mean pretending the unfaithfulness was harmless. It opened a protected period of separation
from the old life and movement toward restored covenant faithfulness.

Loved - pursued - purchased - called home - restored

This is why Hosea 3 feels like an “Old Testament gospel” picture. The language is not saying Hosea'’s
act and Christ’s cross are identical in every detail. It shows a gospel-shaped pattern that the full Bible
brings into clearer focus.
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THE GOSPEL CONNECTION

While we were still sinners

Romans 5 does not say that Christ waited for us to repair ourselves. God demonstrated His love
while we were weak, sinful, and opposed to Him. Christ died for us, and through Him believers are
justified and reconciled to God (Romans 5:6-11).

Romans 5:8

“But God commends his own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” —

WEB

What Hosea helps us feel

01

Love moved first

Gomer’s faithfulness did not create Hosea’s costly action. In the gospel, our goodness did not
persuade Christ to die for us (Hosea 3:1-2; Romans 5:8).

Redemption had a cost

Hosea paid tangible value to reclaim his wife. Jesus gave His own life to redeem people from sin
(Mark 10:45; 1 Peter 1:18-19).

Redemption calls us out of the old life

Gomer was reclaimed for renewed faithfulness. Grace does not leave believers enslaved to sin;
those united with Christ are called to new life (Hosea 3:3; Romans 6:1-14).

Restoration is relational

The goal is not merely release from consequences but reconciliation and belonging—to know
God, love Him, and walk with Him (Romans 5:10-11; 1 Peter 2:9-10).

A careful distinction

Hosea’'s marriage first portrays the Lord and covenant Israel. Jesus is not simply “another Hosea,”
and the church does not replace every promise made to Israel. Rather, Hosea gives us a God-
authored pattern of faithful love, costly reclamation, repentance, and restoration that harmonizes with
the gospel revealed in Christ.
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THE HEART OF GOD

God’s heart and Israel’s substitutes

God desires steadfast love and true knowledge, not religious activity used as a substitute for
obedience (Hosea 6:6). Hosea 11 remembers Him loving Israel like a son—rescuing, teaching, and
caring for him. Even within judgment, God’s compassion is stirred (11:1-9).

What pulled Israel away?

Idols and false worship
Israel credited Baal and other gods for gifts that came from the Lord (2:5, 8, 13; 4:12-13).

Political alliances and human strength

Leaders sought security through Assyria, Egypt, kings, warriors, and fortifications rather than
returning to God (5:13; 7:11; 10:13-15; 12:1).

Religion without faithfulness

Sacrifices continued, but covenant love, justice, and knowledge of God were absent (4:1-2; 6:4—
6; 8:11-13).

Prosperity that encouraged forgetfulness
Self-satisfaction led the people to forget the One who had rescued and cared for them (13:4-6).

=

The political danger became concrete under Israel’s final king, Hoshea. He had paid tribute to Assyria but then
sought help from Egypt; Assyria imprisoned him, besieged Samaria, and carried Israel into exile (2 Kings 17:3—
6). This history shows why Hosea’s warnings against trusting Egypt and Assyria were not abstract political
commentary.

Hosea ends with an invitation to return honestly and stop trusting these substitutes (14:1-3). God
promises, “I will heal their waywardness, and love them freely” (14:4 WEB), picturing renewed life
through dew, blossoms, deep roots, shade, grain, vines, and fruitfulness (14:5-8).

God’s heart throughout Hosea

He is holy enough to confront betrayal, just enough to allow consequences, compassionate enough to
grieve, and faithful enough to offer healing. Hosea should search our own hearts first: what comforts,
relationships, ambitions, fears, or forms of control compete for our trust?
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CHAPTER GUIDE: HOSEA 1-7

A simple map for your reading

=

(=)
~

Chapter 1 — A marriage and three names

Hosea’s family becomes a sign of Israel’s unfaithfulness, coming judgment, and promised
reversal.

Chapter 2 — Exposure and promised restoration

God exposes Israel’s false loves, removes their illusions, and promises to woo, restore, and
renew covenant relationship.

Chapter 3 — Love pays to reclaim

Hosea purchases the unfaithful woman, picturing the Lord’s continuing love for Israel and future
return.

Chapter 4 — The Lord brings a charge
Truth, covenant love, and knowledge of God are absent; people and priests share responsibility.

Chapter 5 — Leaders and people are accountable
Pride, corruption, and false worship bring judgment; political rescue cannot heal the nation.

Chapter 6 — Shallow return is exposed
God desires steadfast love and true knowledge, not temporary remorse or empty sacrifice.

Chapter 7 — Refusing to return

Israel’s leaders scheme, the people mix with nations, and the nation seeks help everywhere
except from God.

Memory anchor for chapters 1-7

God sees through empty religion, but His purpose in exposing unfaithfulness is to bring His people
back to truth, covenant love, and the knowledge of Him.
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CHAPTER GUIDE: HOSEA 8-14
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Continue the map

Chapter 8 — Israel reaps what it has sown

Idols, self-appointed kings, foreign dependence, and empty sacrifices reveal a people who have
rejected what is good.

o
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Chapter 9 — Sin damages joy and fruitfulness
Israel’s spiritual adultery brings exile and loss; privilege does not remove accountability.

Chapter 10 — A divided heart bears bitter fruit

The people trusted prosperity and military strength; God calls them to sow righteousness and
seek Him.

Chapter 11 — The Father’s compassion

God remembers loving, rescuing, teaching, and caring for Israel; judgment is real, but His
compassion is stirred.

Chapter 12 — Remember Jacob and return

Israel repeats patterns of grasping and deceit; God calls the people to return, practice love and
justice, and wait for Him.

Chapter 13 — Forgetting God brings ruin
Israel’s pride and idolatry lead toward death, yet God alone has always been their Savior.

Chapter 14 — Return, healing, and fruitfulness

The book closes with repentance, freely given love, restored life, and a final call to walk wisely in
the Lord’s ways.

o
~

Memory anchor for chapters 8-14

The substitutes Israel trusted could not save them. The God they forgot remained the only One able
to heal, restore, and make them fruitful.
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COMMON QUESTIONS

Did God command Hosea to marry a prostitute?

Hosea 1:2 describes Gomer with language translated in several ways, including a “wife of
prostitution” or “promiscuous woman.” Faithful interpreters differ over whether she was already
sexually immoral, later became unfaithful, or whether the description emphasizes what the marriage
would come to represent. The text’s central point is clear: Hosea’s marriage visibly portrayed Israel’s
unfaithfulness to the Lord.

Is the woman in chapter 3 definitely Gomer?

Chapter 3 does not name her. The natural and traditional reading sees Hosea reclaiming Gomer,
which gives the narrative continuity and fits the command to love “again.” Some interpreters have
proposed another woman. We can state the likely reading while acknowledging what the text does
not explicitly settle.

Does faithful love mean remaining in danger?

No. Hosea'’s prophetic assignment was unique and should not be used to pressure someone to
tolerate violence, coercion, exploitation, or ongoing danger. Biblical love can include truth,
boundaries, protection, church discipline, civil authorities, and wise counsel (Matthew 18:15-17;
Romans 13:1-4).

Was God finished with Israel?

Hosea announces severe judgment, but it also repeatedly promises return and restoration (Hosea
1:10-11; 2:14-23; 3:4-5; 11:8-11; 14:1-8). The book refuses both easy presumption and hopeless
abandonment.

Can Christians see themselves in Hosea?

Yes—with care. Hosea first addresses covenant Israel. Christians may also recognize the universal
human pattern of sin, misplaced trust, undeserved mercy, and the need for redemption. New
Testament writers themselves draw from Hosea when explaining God’s mercy (Romans 9:22-26; 1
Peter 2:9-10).
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DIGGING DEEPER

Three important word-and-theme trails

Steadfast love — hesed

Hosea 6:6 uses the Hebrew word hesed for loyal, covenantal love expressed through faithfulness.
Israel’'s hesed was fleeting “like the morning cloud” (6:4), while God’s covenant love remained the
standard to which He called them (6:6; 12:6).

To know — yada

The “knowledge of God” in Hosea is more than collecting facts. It involves recognizing Him, living in
covenant relationship, and responding faithfully. Israel lacked this knowledge because it rejected truth
and obedience (Hosea 4:1, 6; 6:3, 6).

Return — shuv

The call to return runs throughout the book. The Hebrew verb shuv can describe turning back,
returning, or changing direction. Hosea exposes false returns and ends with a sincere invitation:
“Israel, return to Yahweh your God” (Hosea 6:1-4; 7:10, 16; 11:5; 12:6; 14:1 WEB).

New Testament connections

¢ Matthew 2:15 applies Hosea 11:1—originally recalling Israel’'s exodus—to Jesus, the faithful Son who
relives and fulfills Israel’s story.

¢ Matthew 9:13 and 12:7 quote Hosea 6:6 to confront religious practice that lacks mercy and true
knowledge of God.

* Romans 9:25-26 and 1 Peter 2:10 use Hosea's reversed family names to explain God’s mercy and the
creation of a people who belong to Him.

¢ Romans 5:6-11 does not quote Hosea, but it reveals the gospel reality that resonates with Hosea’s
lived picture: divine love moves toward the undeserving at great cost.

A sound interpretive guardrail

Begin with what Hosea meant for Israel. Then follow connections the New Testament explicitly
makes. Finally, recognize broader gospel-shaped patterns without turning every detail of Hosea’s
marriage into a direct prediction about Jesus.
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RESPOND AND REMEMBER

Questions for personal study or discussion

¢ What does Hosea show you about the difference between God’s faithful love and human faithfulness?

¢ Which false sources of security did Israel trust? Which substitutes most tempt people today?

¢ Why is it important that Hosea confronted sin rather than calling unfaithfulness harmless?

¢ What moves you most about Hosea paying to reclaim the woman who already belonged within their
marriage covenant?

¢ How does Romans 5:6-11 deepen your understanding of love that moves toward sinners before they
can make themselves worthy?

¢ Where do you see God’s grief, holiness, compassion, discipline, and hope in Hosea 117?

¢ What would honest return look like in light of Hosea 14:1-47

A prayer of return

Father, thank You for loving us with a holy and faithful love. Show us where our hearts have
wandered and where we trust substitutes that cannot save. Lead us to honest repentance. Thank You
that Christ died for us while we were still sinners. Heal our waywardness, teach us to know You, and
help us walk faithfully in Your ways. Amen.

Four words to carry with you

Loved. Pursued. Redeemed. Restored.

Hosea does not make sin small. It makes God's faithful love astonishing. The Lord sees betrayal
clearly, pays attention to wandering hearts, calls His people home, and promises restoration rooted in
His own character—not their ability to earn it.

Made to be shared

There is no charge to use or share this resource. You may print it, copy it, and pass it along so others are
encouraged to open and study the Bible. Please preserve source acknowledgments, do not sell the resource,
and do not represent the content as error-free.
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