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Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

CHRISTIAN LIVING

Hearing and Obeying God’s Word
Learning to Listen, Discern, and Respond to What God Has Said

The Short Answer

God has given His Word and calls His people to receive it, believe it, remember it, and
obey it. The Holy Spirit helps believers understand and apply Scripture; no claimed
message from God may outrank or contradict Scripture.

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 · Psalm 119:105 · John 14:26 · James 1:22-25 · 2 Timothy 3:14-17

Opening Memory Anchor

God speaks reliably through Scripture; faithful listeners receive, test, and obey what
He has said.
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1. God Has Spoken
God has not left His people to guess about His character, salvation, and will for faithful living.
Through Scripture, He reveals His truth, His saving purposes, and the wisdom needed to follow
Him.

The Bible is not merely a record of people searching for God. It is God’s Word, given through
human authors and centered on Jesus Christ.

Read in context: Deuteronomy 6; Psalm 119; John 14; James 1; 1 Thessalonians 5
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2. Hear Scripture in Context
Hearing God’s Word begins by reading what the passage actually says. A verse belongs to a
paragraph, chapter, book, and the whole story of Scripture. Context guards against using the
Bible to support ideas it never teaches.

Ask: Who is speaking? To whom? What is the main point? Is this narrative, poetry, wisdom,
prophecy, Gospel, or letter? What comes before and after it?

Read in context: Deuteronomy 6; Psalm 119; John 14; James 1; 1 Thessalonians 5
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3. Receive the Word With Humility
James tells believers to receive the implanted word with meekness. Humility means coming to
Scripture ready to be corrected, comforted, taught, and changed rather than using it to
confirm every preference.

Questions are not failure. Difficult passages may require time, prayer, context, and help from
mature believers. Humility keeps learning instead of pretending to know more than we do.

Read in context: Deuteronomy 6; Psalm 119; John 14; James 1; 1 Thessalonians 5
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4. Obedience Is the Goal
James warns against hearing without doing. Obedience does not earn salvation, but it is the
fitting response to grace. Jesus says that those who love Him will keep His commands.

Application should grow from the passage’s true meaning. Ask what faithful response it calls
for: trust, repentance, worship, forgiveness, courage, patience, service, or a changed pattern
of living.

Read in context: Deuteronomy 6; Psalm 119; John 14; James 1; 1 Thessalonians 5
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5. The Holy Spirit Helps Believers
The Holy Spirit opens hearts to receive God’s Word, reminds believers of Christ’s teaching,
produces conviction, and strengthens faithful obedience. He never leads contrary to the
Scripture He inspired.

Dependence on the Spirit is not a substitute for careful reading. Pray for wisdom, then read
attentively, compare Scripture with Scripture, and respond to what God has made clear.

Read in context: Deuteronomy 6; Psalm 119; John 14; James 1; 1 Thessalonians 5
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6. Discern Claims Carefully
Christians may use words such as guidance, conviction, impression, dream, or prophecy in
different ways. Scripture calls believers to test everything and hold fast to what is good (1
Thessalonians 5:19-22).

No impression, teacher, tradition, or experience has authority above Scripture. A claimed
message that contradicts God’s Word should be rejected, whatever confidence or emotion
accompanies it.

Read in context: Deuteronomy 6; Psalm 119; John 14; James 1; 1 Thessalonians 5
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Want to Go Deeper? Wisdom for Decisions
The Bible does not give an individual command for every choice of job, move, purchase, or
relationship. Yet it gives wisdom, commands, principles, and a community of believers who can
help discern what is faithful.

Start with what Scripture clearly says. Pray, seek wise counsel, consider responsibilities and
motives, use sound judgment, and move forward without demanding a private sign God has
not promised.

Read in context: Deuteronomy 6; Psalm 119; John 14; James 1; 1 Thessalonians 5
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8. Remember and Practice the Word
God told Israel to keep His words close: teach them, speak of them, and remember them in
ordinary life (Deuteronomy 6:4-9). Memorization, prayer, conversation, and repeated reading
help truth take root.

Small obedience matters. If Scripture calls for reconciliation, truthfulness, generosity, sexual
purity, or care for others, begin with the next faithful action rather than waiting for perfect
conditions.

Read in context: Deuteronomy 6; Psalm 119; John 14; James 1; 1 Thessalonians 5
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9. A Prayer and Review
Father, thank You for speaking through Your Word. Give me a humble heart, careful mind, and
willing obedience. Help me test every claim by Scripture and follow Jesus faithfully. Amen.

This week, read James 1:19-27 and one Gospel passage. Write one observation, one truth
about God, and one response to practice. Then pray for strength to obey.

Read in context: Deuteronomy 6; Psalm 119; John 14; James 1; 1 Thessalonians 5


