BIBLE CONFIDENCE SERIES

Has the Bible Been Changed?

A beginner-friendly guide to manuscripts, textual variants, preservation, and confidence in the biblical
text

Purpose

Understand how the Bible was copied and transmitted, what textual variants are, how scholars evaluate manuscript differences, why
modern translations sometimes include footnotes or omit familiar words, and why Christians can confidently receive the Bible’s
message without pretending every handwritten copy is identical.

Welcome

You may have heard claims such as:

e “The Bible has been translated so many times that nobody knows what it originally said.”
e “Scribes changed the Bible to support Christian beliefs.”

e “There are hundreds of thousands of mistakes in the New Testament.”

e “Modern translations removed verses from the Bible.”

¢ “We no longer have the original manuscripts, so the Bible cannot be trusted.”

The Bible has a long history of handwritten copying. The original physical documents are not known to survive. Ancient manuscript
copies do contain differences. These facts should be acknowledged rather than hidden.

But those facts do not mean the Bible’s message has been lost.

The large number of surviving manuscripts, early translations, and biblical quotations gives scholars extensive evidence for examining
how the text was transmitted. Copying differences can be identified precisely because multiple witnesses can be compared.

Most textual variants are minor. They involve spelling, word order, repeated words, skipped words, or other differences that are easy to
recognize. Some variants are more meaningful and require careful study, but no central Christian doctrine depends entirely upon a
passage whose original wording is seriously disputed.

The Short Answer

Has the Bible been changed?

The Bible was copied by hand, and handwritten copies contain differences. Scribes sometimes made accidental mistakes and
occasionally tried to clarify, harmonize, or correct wording.

However, the biblical text was not passed down through one uncontrolled line of copies. Many manuscripts from different times and
places survive. Scholars compare these manuscripts with early translations and quotations to identify copying differences and
determine the earliest recoverable wording.

The evidence shows that the Bible’s message has been transmitted with remarkable stability.

Textual variants are real, but they do not mean the whole text is uncertain. Passages where important questions remain are
comparatively limited and are usually identified in responsible Bible footnotes.

Christians do not need to choose between pretending every manuscript is identical and believing the Bible is hopelessly corrupted. We
can acknowledge the real history of copying while trusting that God has preserved His Word through that history.

Memory Anchor

The manuscripts contain differences, but the differences can be studied because the evidence has been preserved.

Scripture Translation

This guide primarily uses references rather than extended quotations so readers can verify each statement in their own dependable
Bible translation.
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A prayer before you begin

Father, You are the God of truth. Help me examine this subject without fear, exaggeration, or pride. Give me wisdom to understand the
evidence and humility to admit what | do not know. Thank You for preserving Your Word across generations. Lead me through
Scripture to Jesus and teach me to trust and obey You. In Jesus’ name, amen.

PART ONE
What Do We Mean by “the Original Bible"?

The original writings

The original documents produced by biblical authors are often called the autographs. These would include the original scroll, letter, or
written form of a biblical work as it was given through its author or authorized process.

Examples include:

e The original letter Paul sent to Rome.

e The original written form of Luke’s Gospel.

e The original prophetic scroll Jeremiah dictated to Baruch.

e The original form of a psalm or book as completed for God'’s people.

These physical documents are not currently known to survive. This is not unusual for ancient literature. Papyrus, parchment, and
leather could decay, burn, tear, be reused, or be destroyed through war, persecution, disaster, and ordinary wear.

Copies are not the same as translations

A manuscript copy attempts to reproduce a text in the same language. A translation communicates that text in another language.
For example:

e A handwritten Greek copy of John is a manuscript copy.
e An English rendering of that Greek text is a translation.

The books existed before one complete bound Bible

Individual biblical books and smaller collections circulated before complete Testaments were gathered into large codices. The question
is not whether one original leather-bound Bible survives; no such single original volume existed.

The question is whether the wording of individual books can be responsibly recovered from surviving evidence.

Memory Anchor

We do not possess one original bound Bible. We possess many witnesses to the individual writings forming the Bible.

PART TWO
How Were Biblical Books Copied?

Before printing, copying was done by hand

For most of biblical history, every new copy required someone to write the text by hand. Some scribes were highly trained; others had
less experience. Some worked professionally; others copied for a church, monastery, synagogue, teacher, family, or personal use.

A scribe could copy from a nearby manuscript. In some settings, several scribes may have written as a text was read aloud, introducing
possible differences based on hearing as well as sight.

Common unintentional changes

A scribe might accidentally:
e Misspell a word.
e Confuse similar-looking letters.
e Write a word twice.
e Skip a word or line.
e Reverse the order of words.
e Substitute a familiar word.
e Jump between similar phrases.
e Mishear a dictated word.
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e Copy a marginal note into the text.

Common intentional changes

Intentional does not always mean dishonest. A scribe might deliberately:

e Correct an apparent earlier mistake.

e Update spelling or grammar.

¢ Clarify a difficult expression.

e Harmonize wording with a parallel passage.
e Add a title or explanation.

e Expand “Jesus” to “Lord Jesus Christ.”

e Add words familiar from worship.

A well-intentioned clarification still creates a textual variant if it was not part of the earlier wording.

Corrections were not always hidden

Ancient manuscripts often show erasures, words above a line, marginal corrections, symbols, or later correctors. Projects such as the
Codex Sinaiticus digital transcription openly identify corrections, helping scholars understand how manuscripts were produced and
used.

Memory Anchor

Scribes could make mistakes or clarifications, but surviving manuscripts preserve evidence that allows these changes to be studied.

PART THREE

What Is a Textual Variant?

Simple meaning

A textual variant is a difference in wording among manuscript copies of the same passage.
Suppose three copies read:

e Jesus Christ.
e Christ Jesus.
e Jesus Christ our Lord.

The manuscripts contain variants because their wording is not identical.

Not every variant is equally important

Some do not affect translation. Others affect wording but not the basic meaning. A smaller number raise meaningful questions about
the earliest reading.

A simple example of a minor variant

Some Greek manuscripts may place two words in a different order, such as “Jesus Christ” and “Christ Jesus.” Greek word order is
more flexible than English. In many contexts, both forms identify the same person and communicate the same basic truth.

Another manuscript might spell a familiar name slightly differently while clearly referring to the same person.

These are genuine variants because the copies are not letter-for-letter identical, but they do not create uncertainty about who is named
or what the sentence means.

Common categories

Spelling Differences

Names and words may be spelled differently without changing identity or meaning.

Word Order

Greek permits more flexibility than English. Different arrangements may communicate essentially the same meaning.
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Added Or Omitted Words

A copy may include or omit a word, title, pronoun, phrase, sentence, or occasionally a larger passage.

Substituted Words

A scribe may replace a word with a synonym or familiar expression.

Harmonization

Wording in one Gospel may be made more similar to a parallel account.

Nonsense Readings

A mistake may create wording that is impossible or makes no sense and is therefore easy to identify.
Why are there so many variants?

The more manuscripts that survive, the more opportunities exist to count differences. One spelling error repeated in one hundred
manuscripts may contribute many counted differences even though it represents one basic problem.

A raw total does not tell us:

e How significant the variants are.

e How many passages are affected.

e Whether the earliest reading is hard to identify.
e Whether translation changes.

¢ Whether doctrine is affected.

Memory Anchor

A textual variant is any difference among copies. The number of differences does not tell us how important or difficult they are.

PART FOUR

Do More Manuscripts Create More Uncertainty?

More manuscripts reveal more differences

If only one manuscript survived, there would be no known variants because nothing could be compared. That would not prove
perfection; it would make mistakes invisible.

More manuscripts also provide more evidence

The same manuscripts revealing variants allow comparison. Suppose ten copies read one way and one contains an obvious spelling
error. Comparison helps identify the mistake.

The process is more complex when manuscripts are related, come from different periods, or preserve competing meaningful readings.
Even then, more evidence is generally better than less.

Manuscripts are not independent votes

Scholars do not simply choose the reading in the largest number of manuscripts. Many later manuscripts may descend from one
ancestor. Researchers consider age, quality, relationships, geographical distribution, and individual readings.

The oldest manuscript is not automatically correct

An older manuscript may contain an error. A later manuscript may preserve an earlier reading through a faithful line of copying. Age
matters, but it is one consideration among several.

Memory Anchor

More manuscripts expose more variants, but they also give us more evidence for evaluating them.
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PART FIVE

How Do Scholars Evaluate a Variant?

Textual criticism

Textual criticism studies manuscript differences to understand transmission and identify the earliest recoverable wording. Criticism here
means careful evaluation, not attacking the Bible.

External evidence

Researchers may ask:

e How early is the reading?

¢ \Which manuscripts contain it?

e Are those manuscripts related?

e |s it geographically widespread?

e Does it appear in early translations?

Is it reflected in ancient quotations?

¢ Does the manuscript usually preserve careful readings?

Internal evidence

Researchers may ask:
e Which reading fits the author’s vocabulary and style?
Which fits the context?
e Which best explains how the others developed?
¢ Did a scribe simplify difficult grammar?
e Was a familiar title added?
¢ Was one Gospel made like another?
¢ Did the eye skip between similar phrases?
¢ Did a marginal explanation enter the text?

No single rule works in every case

The shortest, hardest, oldest, or majority reading is not automatically original. Evidence must be weighed together.

Conclusions have different levels of confidence

In many places, evidence strongly favors one reading. In some, two are close. In a smaller number, earliest wording remains uncertain.
Responsible scholarship states the degree of confidence.

Memory Anchor

Scholars compare manuscripts, scribal habits, authorial style, and context to determine which reading best explains the others.
PART SIX

How Much of the Bible Is Uncertain?

Most wording is not seriously disputed

Although manuscripts contain many variants, the great majority of the biblical text is not subject to meaningful uncertainty. Most
differences are minor or can be evaluated with strong confidence.

A smaller group affects wording or translation

Some variants change how a phrase or verse is translated. Often both readings communicate closely related ideas, or the same truth is
clearly taught elsewhere.

A still smaller group involves extended passages

Well-known examples include:
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e Mark 16:9-20.

e John 7:53-8:11.

e The longer wording associated with 1 John 5:7-8.
e Verses or phrases such as Acts 8:37.

No central doctrine depends solely on a disputed passage

Christian teaching about God, creation, sin, Jesus’ deity and humanity, His death and resurrection, salvation by grace, the Holy Spirit,
the church, judgment, resurrection, and new creation is supported across many passages.
This should not be exaggerated into saying no variant matters. Wording matters because Scripture matters. The responsible conclusion
is:

e Some variants are meaningful.

o A few are difficult.

e They should be studied honestly.

e The Bible’s central teachings remain abundantly clear.

Memory Anchor

Some wording is disputed, but the Bible’'s message and central doctrines do not depend upon one uncertain reading.

PART SEVEN
Why Do Bible Footnotes Mention Other Manuscripts?

Footnotes are evidence of transparency

Modern Bibles may say:

e Some manuscripts add...

e Some manuscripts omit...

¢ Other ancient authorities read...

e The earliest manuscripts do not include...
e Hebrew reads...

e Septuagint reads...

e The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.

These notes show translators telling readers where evidence requires explanation.

A footnote does not make the whole verse unreliable

A note may concern one word, a spelling, name, phrase, word order, ancient translation, passage location, or larger disputed section.

Why translations make different decisions

One translation may keep disputed wording in the main text with a note. Another may bracket it. Another may place it only in a footnote.
These choices often reflect editorial philosophy or evidence judgments rather than doctrinal disagreement.

What should a beginner do?

1. Do not panic.

Read the footnote.

Compare dependable translations.

Read the paragraph.

Check whether the truth appears elsewhere.
Use a dependable study Bible or commentary.
Ask a knowledgeable pastor or teacher.

Nooakswd

Memory Anchor

A manuscript footnote is an invitation to examine evidence, not a warning that the entire Bible is unreliable.

PART EIGHT

Have Modern Translations Removed Verses?
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Why this question arises

Comparing the King James Version with modern translations reveals familiar words or verses absent from the main text. Examples
include Matthew 17:21; Matthew 18:11; Matthew 23:14; Mark 7:16; Mark 9:44, 46; Mark 11:26; Luke 17:36; John 5:4; Acts 8:37; Acts
15:34; Acts 28:29; and Romans 16:24.

Verse numbers may appear to skip because numbering became established while these words were included in widely used printed
Greek texts.

Modern translators did not simply delete unwanted doctrine. Many phrases are absent from earlier or important withesses and appear
to have entered later copies through explanation, harmonization, worship, or other copying processes.

Why the King James Version differs
The King James Version was published in 1611. Its New Testament was based primarily upon Greek editions now associated with the
Textus Receptus and the manuscripts then available.

Since then, additional manuscripts—including much earlier withesses—have become known or accessible. Modern critical editions
evaluate this larger evidence base.

Are familiar verses false?

A later addition may contain something true or come from a parallel passage. The textual question is not merely whether a statement is
true, but whether it belonged to the earliest text at that location.

Should Christians stop using the King James Version?

No. It continues to communicate Scripture and has had profound influence. Readers should understand why its underlying Greek text
and older English differ from modern translations.

Memory Anchor

Modern translations usually omit or footnote certain familiar words because earlier evidence suggests they were not part of the text at
that location.

PART NINE

Mark 16:9-20

What is the issue?

Some early and important manuscripts end Mark at 16:8. Others include verses 9-20. Still others preserve alternative endings or
combinations.

Why scholars question the longer ending

Considerations include its absence from important early manuscripts, evidence of different endings, vocabulary and style, the transition
from verse 8 to verse 9, and ancient awareness of copies ending at verse 8.

Does the shorter ending deny the resurrection?

No. Mark predicts the resurrection and records the empty tomb and announcement that Jesus has risen. Matthew, Luke, John, Acts,
and the letters also testify to it.

Important guardrail

Practices such as deliberately handling snakes or drinking poison should not be isolated from Scripture or turned into tests of faith.
Christians should not place themselves in danger to force God to prove His protection.

Memory Anchor

Mark’s ending involves a real textual question, but the resurrection and gospel commission do not depend upon it.

PART TEN

John 7:53-8:11

What is the passage?
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This account describes a woman caught in adultery and brought before Jesus. Jesus exposes the accusers’ hypocrisy and refuses to
condemn her while directing her away from sin.

Why is it questioned?

The account is absent from many early manuscripts of John. In manuscripts including it, the story appears in different locations. Its
vocabulary and style also raise questions about its original place.

Does it teach something contrary to Jesus?

No. Its mercy, wisdom, opposition to hypocrisy, and call away from sin agree with truths elsewhere. That agreement does not prove
John originally wrote it here.

How should it be used?

It can be read as an ancient and meaningful tradition about Jesus, but major doctrine should not depend upon it alone. Teachers should
explain its manuscript history.

Memory Anchor

The woman caught in adultery is an ancient and beloved account, but its earliest place within John is uncertain.

PART ELEVEN

First John 5:7-8 and the Comma Johanneum

What is the issue?

Some older English Bibles include an expanded Trinitarian statement concerning the Father, the Word, and the Spirit bearing witness in
heaven. It is commonly called the Comma Johanneum.

Why is it absent from most modern translations?

The expanded wording is not found in the earliest Greek evidence and appears primarily in later Latin transmission before entering a
limited number of Greek manuscripts.

Does removing it remove the Trinity?

No. The Trinity is supported throughout Scripture, including Matthew 3:16—17; Matthew 28:18-20; John 1:1-18; John 14-16; Acts 5:3—
4; and 2 Corinthians 13:14.

A later wording may express true doctrine while still not belonging to the original passage.

Memory Anchor

The Trinity rests upon the Bible’s broad teaching, not the disputed longer wording of 1 John 5:7-8.

PART TWELVE
The Old Testament and Textual Variants

The Old Testament has its own transmission history

Its evidence includes:
e The Masoretic Text.
e The Dead Sea Scrolls.
e The Septuagint.
e The Samaritan Pentateuch.
e Other ancient translations.
¢ Quotations and Jewish writings.

The strength of the Masoretic tradition

The Masoretic Text is the traditional Hebrew form used as the primary basis for most modern Old Testament translations. The
Masoretes worked in the medieval period, but the consonantal tradition they preserved is much older.

They developed an exceptionally careful preservation system that included:

¢ Vowel marks and accents.
e Traditional pronunciations.
e Counting and checking textual features.
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e Notes about unusual spellings or forms.
¢ Notes without casually rewriting the main text.
¢ Distinguishing what was written from what was read.

Their work demonstrates that they viewed the wording as something to preserve rather than freely modernize.

The Dead Sea Scrolls and textual agreement

The Dead Sea Scrolls include biblical manuscripts more than a thousand years older than principal complete medieval Hebrew codices.
Many readings closely resemble the Masoretic Text.

The Great Isaiah Scroll is approximately a thousand years older than the complete medieval Masoretic manuscripts traditionally used
for Isaiah. It contains differences in spelling, grammar, and individual wording yet preserves substantially the same book, prophetic
message, and major passages.

It does not prove every letter remained identical. It strongly demonstrates remarkable continuity across many centuries.

Other scrolls preserve forms closer to the Septuagint or Samaritan Pentateuch, including additions, omissions, or different
arrangements.

The evidence shows:

e A strong and stable Hebrew tradition.

e Careful preservation across centuries.

e Genuine spelling and wording differences.

e More than one ancient textual form in some settings.
e Enough evidence for responsible comparison.

The Septuagint

Differences may arise because a translator used different Hebrew, interpreted differently, translated freely, or because later scribes
changed Greek or Hebrew wording. Every difference must be examined individually.

The Samaritan Pentateuch

This form of the Torah contains readings agreeing with the Masoretic Text, readings agreeing with other witnesses, and distinctively
Samaritan readings.

Memory Anchor

Old Testament evidence reveals strong continuity, careful preservation, ancient textual variety, and enough witnesses for meaningful
comparison.
PART THIRTEEN

Did Anyone Deliberately Change the Bible?

Individual changes occurred

Some scribes intentionally clarified, harmonized, corrected, or expanded wording. This should not be denied. An intentional change in
one copy is not the same as successful corruption of the entire Bible.

Why large-scale secret alteration would be difficult

Manuscripts were distributed widely, copied in different languages and communities, and quoted extensively. No ruler, church leader,
monastery, denomination, or translation committee controlled every copy.

A changed manuscript would stand alongside copies preserving other readings. The difference would become part of the evidence
rather than erasing all evidence of earlier wording.

Doctrinal conflict sometimes affected copying

A scribe’s theology could occasionally influence a reading. Changes could move in different directions, and scholars of different beliefs
can evaluate the same evidence. One doctrinally influenced variant does not prove the entire tradition was rewritten.

What about Constantine?

Constantine did not rewrite the Bible. Manuscripts, translations, quotations, and collections existed before his reign. No evidence shows
that he gathered every copy and changed Christian doctrine.
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What about councils?
Councils discussed doctrine and recognized books but did not control all manuscripts or replace wording worldwide.

Memory Anchor

Individual scribes could alter individual copies, but the distributed tradition prevented one institution from secretly rewriting every
witness.

PART FOURTEEN

Has Translation Changed the Bible?

Translation requires interpretation

Languages do not match word for word. Translators consider grammar, meaning, context, idioms, figures, culture, style, ambiguity, and
readers.

Translation is not automatically corruption

A translation can communicate meaning faithfully without copying exact form. Scripture itself presents truth across linguistic boundaries,
and New Testament writers used Greek translations of Old Testament passages.

Why comparing translations helps

One may preserve wording closely; another may make an idiom clearer; a third may show an alternative. Comparison can reveal where
interpretation is involved.

The telephone-game comparison is misleading

In the telephone game, one whispered message passes through a single line and earlier forms disappear. Biblical transmission
involved written copies branching into different locations. Earlier and later withesses remain available for comparison.

Major modern translations work from Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek editions rather than repeatedly translating through a chain of
modern languages.

Memory Anchor

The Bible was not passed through one disappearing chain of whispers. Written witnesses remain available for comparison.

PART FIFTEEN

What Does Biblical Preservation Mean?

God’s Word endures

Key passages:
e Psalm 12:6-7.
e Psalm 119:89, 160.
e |saiah 40:8.
e Matthew 5:17-18.
e Matthew 24:35.
e 1 Peter 1:23-25.

Christians differ in how they explain preservation

Some identify providential preservation especially with the tradition underlying the Textus Receptus or King James Version. Others see
preservation across the full manuscript evidence and served by textual criticism. Some emphasize continuous church use; others the
availability of wording across independent witnesses.

These views should be represented accurately and graciously.
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Preservation does not require every copy to be identical

Scripture does not promise every scribe, printer, translator, or reader will be unable to err. Jeremiah 36 records a prophetic scroll’s
destruction and rewriting. God’s Word was not defeated.

Preservation concerns God'’s faithfulness to make His Word available, not the perfection of every physical copy.

Providence works through means

God’s preservation has involved careful scribes, public reading, memorization, distributed manuscripts, translations, Jewish and
Christian communities, libraries, discoveries, textual scholarship, printing, digital photography, teaching, and mission.

Memory Anchor

God preserved His Word through many witnesses and generations, not by making every copyist or translation infallible.

PART SIXTEEN
What Should | Do When a Verse Is Disputed?

1. Read the footnote.

2. Read the entire paragraph.

3. Compare dependable translations.

4. Identify whether the question involves a spelling, phrase, verse, or passage.
5. Ask whether the meaning changes.

6. Check whether the teaching appears elsewhere.

7. Use dependable help.

8. Hold conclusions with appropriate confidence.

9. Do not hide the issue.

10.Return to the passage’s main message.

Final Beginner Memory Anchor

Textual variants invite careful study, but they do not erase Scripture’s message or prevent us from knowing Jesus.

QUICK FAQ

Do we have the original documents?

No original physical manuscript is known to survive. We have later copies, early translations, and quotations that can be compared.
Are all copies identical?

No. Handwritten copies contain textual variants.

How many variants are there?

Estimates depend on manuscripts, languages, repetitions, spelling, and counting methods. A raw number without explanation is not
useful.

Are most variants important?
No. Most are minor. A smaller number affect meaningful wording, and fewer remain difficult.
Do any variants affect doctrine?

A variant may affect how one verse contributes to discussion, but no central Christian doctrine depends solely upon a seriously
disputed text.

Why do translations skip numbers?

Traditional numbering may remain even when a verse is judged to be a later addition.

Did translators remove Jesus’ deity?

No. Modern translations clearly teach His deity in numerous passages.

Is the King James Version corrupt?

No. It faithfully communicates Scripture, though its English and textual base differ from many modern editions.

Can | trust my Bible?

Yes. Choose a dependable translation, read footnotes, compare translations when needed, and study disputed passages honestly.
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PART SEVENTEEN

WANT TO GO DEEPER?

Intermediate Guide

This section explores textual criticism, manuscript evidence, textual approaches, and preservation more closely.

Autographs, initial text, and earliest recoverable text

AUTOGRAPH refers to the original form produced by a biblical author or authorized process.

INITIAL TEXT can describe the earliest form from which the surviving tradition descends.

AUSGANGSTEXT is used in some New Testament criticism for the reconstructed starting text of the recoverable tradition.
For most readers, the point is that textual criticism seeks the earliest recoverable wording represented by surviving evidence.

Manuscripts are historical objects

Researchers examine material, ink, handwriting, page construction, binding, corrections, marginal notes, decorations, ownership,
damage, reused material, and later additions.

PALEOGRAPHY studies handwriting and estimates date and location. Dates are usually ranges.
CODICOLOGY studies book construction, gatherings, leaves, binding, and layout.
PROVENANCE concerns ownership and location history.

Categories of New Testament manuscripts

PAPYRI are numbered with P and a superscript number. Many are early, though material alone does not guarantee date.
MAJUSCULES use large Greek letters. Sinaiticus and Vaticanus are major examples.

MINUSCULES use later compact handwriting. Many surviving manuscripts are minuscules.

LECTIONARIES arrange passages for worship and still provide textual evidence.

Other witnesses include amulets, pottery fragments, quotations, commentaries, liturgical texts, and translations.

Early translations and Christian quotations

Ancient versions include Latin, Syriac, Coptic, Armenian, Georgian, Ethiopic, and Gothic. A version can show a reading existed by a
certain time and place, but may not reveal exact source wording.

Christian writers quoted Scripture in sermons, letters, and commentaries. They might quote from memory, paraphrase, or be
transmitted in later copies with their own variants. Their evidence must be used carefully.

Meaningful and viable variants

MEANINGFUL means the difference changes sense or possible translation.
VIABLE means it has a reasonable possibility of reflecting the earliest wording.
A variant may be meaningful but not viable, or viable but not especially meaningful.

Common scribal habits

HAPLOGRAPHY — writing something once that should appear twice or omitting between similar forms.
DITTOGRAPHY — writing a letter, word, or phrase twice.

HOMOEOTELEUTON — skipping from one similar ending to another.

METATHESIS — transposing letters or words.

ITACISM — interchanging Greek vowels or combinations sounding alike.

HARMONIZATION — adjusting wording to a parallel or familiar quotation.

EXPANSION OF TITLES — expanding “Jesus” to “Jesus Christ” or “Lord Jesus Christ.”

LITURGICAL EXPANSION — worship wording entering a manuscript.

SMOOTHING — making grammar or expression more conventional.
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External and internal evidence

External evidence asks about age, distribution, independence, relationships, manuscript character, versions, and quotations.
TRANSCRIPTIONAL PROBABILITY asks which reading scribes were most likely to change into another.
INTRINSIC PROBABILITY asks which reading fits the author’s language, context, theology, and style.

Genealogy and manuscript relationships

A manuscript copied from another reproduces correct wording and mistakes. Ten descendants of one ancestor are not ten fully
independent witnesses.

Older scholarship grouped manuscripts into Alexandrian, Western, Byzantine, and Caesarean text-types. These can be descriptive, but
relationships are more complex.

The Coherence-Based Genealogical Method uses computer-assisted analysis to examine relationships among readings and witnesses.
It does not automatically decide the text; judgment remains necessary.

The Textus Receptus, Majority Text, and critical text

TEXTUS RECEPTUS refers to early modern printed Greek editions underlying the King James New Testament.
MAJORITY TEXT generally favors readings in the majority of surviving Greek manuscripts, most Byzantine.
CRITICAL OR ECLECTIC TEXT evaluates many manuscripts without automatically following one witness, family, or numerical majority.

These approaches agree across most of the New Testament. Their differences matter for detailed study but do not produce different
gospels.

The Old Testament: written and read forms

Ancient Hebrew was primarily written with consonants. The Masoretes recorded vowels, accents, and reading traditions, preserving a
much older consonantal text.

KETIV means “what is written.” QERE means “what is read.” Masoretic notes sometimes preserve a written form while directing readers
to a traditional reading.

Some books may have circulated in more than one literary edition. Jeremiah’s Greek form is shorter and differently arranged from the
traditional Hebrew form. Dead Sea Scroll evidence suggests forms related to both traditions existed in antiquity.

Notable Old Testament examples

FIRST SAMUEL 13:1 — The Hebrew wording concerning Saul’'s age and reign is incomplete or difficult. Translations use brackets or
notes.

FIRST SAMUEL 14:41 — Some evidence contains a longer form of Saul's prayer.

PSALM 22:16 — The wording traditionally translated “they pierced my hands and feet” involves a known textual question. Some ancient
evidence supports a reading associated with digging or piercing. Jesus’ crucifixion does not depend solely upon this decision.

DEUTERONOMY 32:8 — Some witnesses read “sons of God” or similar where the traditional Hebrew reads “sons of Israel.” The
difference affects interpretation without changing the LORD’s sovereignty.

Printing errors

Printing did not eliminate mistakes. A modern typographical error is not an ancient manuscript variant. Readers should distinguish
ancient variants, translation decisions, printing mistakes, digital errors, and quotation mistakes.

Doctrine and textual variants

Exact wording matters. A meaningful variant can affect interpretation, one supporting argument, whether a phrase is quoted as
Scripture, or the wording of teaching.

Major doctrine should be formed from the Bible’s broad and repeated teaching. Jesus’ deity does not rest on one title, the resurrection
on Mark’s longer ending, or the Trinity on the Comma Johanneum.

Faithful confidence says:

e God’'s Word matters.

e Manuscript differences are real.
e Most are minor.

e Some require serious study.
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e Evidence is abundant.
e The central message is clear.
e Jesus is faithfully proclaimed.

A responsible textual-study process

1. Choose a specific passage.

2. Compare dependable translations.

3. Read every footnote.

4. ldentify the original-language evidence.

5. Separate meaningful from insignificant variants.
6. Consider external evidence.

7. Consider internal evidence.

8. Avoid mechanical rules.

9. State conclusions modestly.

10.Return to the biblical message.

Common Mistakes

Mistake 1: Saying there are no variants

Better practice: Acknowledge and explain them.

Mistake 2: Calling every variant corruption

Better practice: Distinguish spelling, order, omission, clarification, and meaningful alteration.

Mistake 3: Using a large number without context

Better practice: Explain counting and significance.

Mistake 4: Claiming no variant affects anything

Better practice: Some affect interpretation, but no central doctrine depends solely upon a seriously disputed text.

Mistake 5: Assuming the oldest is always right

Better practice: Use age as one part of evidence.

Mistake 6: Assuming the majority is always right

Better practice: Consider relationships and ancestry.

Mistake 7: Accusing translators of removing doctrine

Better practice: Examine evidence and footnotes before judging motives.

Mistake 8: Building doctrine on a disputed passage

Better practice: Use the whole Bible’s clear teaching.

Mistake 9: Treating uncertainty as total ignorance

Better practice: One uncertain word does not make a chapter unknown.

Mistake 10: Hiding difficult passages

Better practice: Explain them clearly, calmly, and at the reader’s level.
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Intermediate Worksheet

Passage:

©CONoOOAMWDNE

Which words differ?

Which translations reflect each reading?
What does the footnote say?

What kind of variant is it?

Is it meaningful?

Is it viable?

Which manuscripts support each reading?
How early and diverse is the support?

Are witnesses independent or related?

10 What do versions or quotations show?
11.Which fits the author and context?

12.Which best explains the others?

13.How confident is the conclusion?

14.Does the main point change?

15.Does any doctrine depend upon it alone?
16.How should this be explained to a beginner?

Final Review

Have | identified the exact wording?

Have | distinguished manuscripts from translations?
Have | considered external and internal evidence?
Have | avoided treating counts as votes?

Have | distinguished meaningful variants from spelling?
Have | stated uncertainty accurately?

Have | read context?

Have | checked teaching elsewhere?

Have | avoided accusations without evidence?

Have | returned to Jesus?

Review And Reflection

©CONoOOAMWDNE

What is an autograph?
What is a manuscript?
What is a textual variant?
Why do copies differ?

Why can more manuscripts produce more counted variants?

Why are more manuscripts helpful?
What is textual criticism?

What are external and internal evidence?
. Why is oldest not automatically correct?

10 Why do translations skip verse numbers?
11.What is the issue with Mark 16:9-207?
12.What is the issue with John 7:53-8:11?

13.Why does the Trinity not depend on 1 John’s longer wording?

14.What do the Dead Sea Scrolls reveal?

15.How does the Great Isaiah Scroll strengthen confidence while showing variation?

16.How is preservation different from perfect copies?
17.Why is the telephone game misleading?
18.How should Christians respond to a disputed passage?
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A Seven-Day Reading Path
DAY 1: GOD’S WORD ENDURES

Read Isaiah 40:6-8, Matthew 24:35, and 1 Peter 1:22-25. What do they say about God’s Word?

DAY 2: A SCROLL IS DESTROYED AND REWRITTEN

Read Jeremiah 36. How did opposition fail to silence God’s message?

DAY 3: SCRIPTURE IS READ AND COPIED

Read Deuteronomy 17:14-20 and Nehemiah 8:1-12. Why copy, read, understand, and obey?

DAY 4: THE ENDING OF MARK

Read Mark 16 and its footnote. What is securely established in verses 1-8? Which truths in the longer ending appear elsewhere?

DAY 5: THE WOMAN CAUGHT IN ADULTERY

Read John 7:53-8:11 and its footnote; then Luke 5:27-32 and 7:36-50. How do mercy, repentance, hypocrisy, and authority appear?

DAY 6: THE WITNESS OF GOD

Read 1 John 5:1-13 in several translations. What is John’s argument without the disputed longer wording?

DAY 7: CONFIDENCE WITHOUT FEAR

Read Luke 1:1-4, John 20:30-31, and 2 Timothy 3:14-17. How do testimony, writing, faith, and Scripture belong together?

Key Passages For Further Study

e Deuteronomy 17:18-20 — The king makes and reads a copy.
e Deuteronomy 31:24-26 — The Law is preserved.

e 2 Kings 22-23 — A neglected scroll is recovered.

e Jeremiah 36 — A destroyed scroll is rewritten.

e Psalm 12:6-7 — God’s words are pure.

e Psalm 119:89, 160 — God’s Word is established and true.

¢ |saiah 40:8 — God’s Word stands forever.

e Matthew 5:17-18 — Jesus affirms Scripture.

e Matthew 24:35 — Jesus’ words will not pass away.

e Luke 1:1-4 — Luke describes investigation.

e John 20:30-31 — John explains selection and purpose.

e 2 Timothy 3:14-17 — Scripture is God-breathed.

e 1 Peter 1:23-25 — The enduring Word announces the gospel.
e 2 Peter 3:15-16 — Apostolic writings could be distorted.

¢ Revelation 22:18-19 — Revelation warns against alteration.

Final Encouragement

The history of the biblical text is not a story of perfect copyists. It is God’'s Word carried through real human history.

Manuscripts were copied, worn out, corrected, translated, transported, hidden, preserved, discovered, photographed, compared, and
studied. Some scribes made mistakes. Some tried to improve difficult wording. Some copies were better than others.

Yet no single manuscript, ruler, council, church, or translator controlled the tradition. Surviving evidence shows where copies differ and
allows scholars from different churches, countries, and beliefs to examine the same readings.

You do not need to fear a Bible footnote. It can remind you that evidence is handled openly.

You do not need to claim no uncertainty exists. Christian confidence does not require pretending to know what evidence does not
establish.
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You also do not need to accept that everything is uncertain. The text is extensively known. The central message is clear. The gospel
has not disappeared.

Scripture still announces that God created us, humanity rebelled, God remained faithful, Jesus Christ died for our sins, God raised Him,
forgiveness is offered through Him, the Spirit is given to believers, and Christ will return to judge evil and make all things new.

The manuscripts lead us back to the message. The message leads us to Jesus.

Final Memory Anchor

Variants show that the Bible has a real history. Preserved evidence shows that its message has not been lost.

A prayer of response

Father, thank You for preserving Your Word through generations of imperfect people. Give me courage to face difficult questions
honestly and wisdom to avoid exaggerated claims. Help me appreciate evidence without making scholarship an idol. Teach me to read
Your Word carefully, receive its truth humbly, and follow Jesus faithfully. In His name, amen.

A Call To Salvation

The Bible was preserved so people could hear the good news of Jesus Christ.

God created us for relationship with Him, but all people have sinned and fall short of His glory. Sin brings death and separation. We
cannot rescue ourselves through morality, religious effort, church attendance, knowledge, or intentions.

God did not leave us without hope. Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, became truly human. He lived without sin, died for our sins,
was buried, and rose bodily from the dead.

His resurrection is not dependent upon one disputed passage. It is proclaimed throughout the Gospels, Acts, and apostolic letters.

Salvation is God'’s gift, received by grace through faith. Scripture calls us to repent, believe, confess Jesus as Lord, and trust that God
raised Him.

Read:

e Mark 1:14-15.

e John 3:16-18.

e Romans 3:21-26.

e Romans 5:6-11.

e Romans 10:9-13.

e 1 Corinthians 15:1-8.
e Ephesians 2:1-10.

If You Are Ready To Turn To Jesus

Speak honestly to God. Admit your sin. Believe Jesus died and rose. Ask forgiveness. Place your trust in Him. Surrender to His loving
authority.

A prayer is not a magic formula. Jesus saves. Prayer is one way to express genuine repentance and faith.

A simple prayer of faith

Lord Jesus, | know that | have sinned and cannot save myself. | believe You died for my sins and rose again. Please forgive me, make
me new, and teach me to follow You. | place my trust in You. Amen.

If you have trusted Jesus, begin reading His Word, pray, and connect with a faithful local church where Scripture is taught, the gospel
proclaimed, and Christ honored.

Use, Share, And Verify

This content is made for you.
Please use it, share it, print it, copy it, and pass it along. There is no charge to download or share 3Nails resources.

These resources were created with care but may contain mistakes. Please open the Bible and verify every passage in context. Possible
errors or needed clarifications may be reported to 3NailResources@gmail.com for careful review and correction.

Possible errors, unclear wording, or information needing review may be reported to 3NailResources@gmail.com for careful review and correction.

Contact:
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3NailResources@gmail.com

New resources are continually being added. If the needed topic is not yet available, please send a suggestion through 3Nails.org/contact.

Prayer requests are welcome. All requests will remain confidential and will not be shared publicly or privately.

3Nails Mission

3Nalils exists to help people know God by understanding His Word, recognizing Jesus throughout Scripture, and becoming lifelong
disciples who study the Bible with growing confidence.

3Nails Resource Promise

Each resource is intended to:
e Point people to God.
¢ Reveal the heart of the Father.
e Magnify Jesus.
e Be grounded in Scripture.
e Encourage readers to open their Bibles.
¢ Build confidence, not dependence.

Rooted in Scripture — Pointing to Jesus
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