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BIBLE FOUNDATIONS

God's Wisdom

The God Who Knows What Is Best and Always Acts Wisely

The Short Answer

God is perfectly wise. He possesses complete knowledge, understands every possibility and consequence, and always chooses what is
consistent with His perfect character and purposes. God never learns by trial and error, never discovers that He overlooked something, and
never needs advice. Biblical wisdom is more than knowing facts. It is knowing what is true, what is right, what should be done, and how
everything ultimately fits together. Human beings often cannot understand what God is doing. Scripture calls believers to trust the wisdom of
the God who sees what they cannot see. God's wisdom is revealed most astonishingly in Jesus Christ - especially in the cross, where
apparent defeat became redemption.

Job 12:13 - Proverbs 3:5-7 - Isaiah 55:8-9 - Romans 11:33-36 - 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 - Colossians 2:2-3

Opening Memory Anchor

God never lacks information, never makes a foolish decision,
and never needs to correct His plan.
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WELCOME

This guide is meant to send you back to Scripture

Everyone needs wisdom.

Which direction should be taken?

What should be said?

When should someone act?

When should someone wait?

How should competing priorities be weighed?

What should be done when Scripture gives a clear principle but not a specific answer?

And what happens when God's way simply does not make sense?

The Bible has much to say about wisdom - but biblical wisdom begins somewhere very different from modern self-help.
It begins with God.

Foundational truth

God does not merely have wisdom. He is perfectly wise. His knowledge is complete. His understanding is limitless. His character is
flawless. His purposes are never confused. His judgment is never impaired. Therefore God never has to guess what would be best.

An important distinction from the beginning

Knowledge and wisdom are related, but they are not identical.

Knowledge concerns what is known.

Wisdom concerns the right understanding and application of what is known.

A person may possess enormous amounts of information and still behave foolishly.

God cannot.

Because God knows perfectly and is perfectly holy, He always acts with perfect wisdom.

How to use this study
* Open and read the cited passages rather than relying only on the summaries.
» Notice how often Scripture connects wisdom with God's character.
« Distinguish biblical wisdom from intelligence, education, experience, or cleverness.
 Pay attention to wisdom literature - especially Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes - without treating every proverb as an unconditional promise.
« Notice how the New Testament ultimately centers God's wisdom in Jesus Christ.
* When God's wisdom cannot be understood, distinguish mystery from contradiction.
» Ask not only, "What does wisdom mean?" but also, "How should a wise disciple of Jesus live?"
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PART ONE

BEGINNER GUIDE
Knowing the God Who Is Perfectly Wise

Memory Anchor
God knows completely, understands perfectly, and always acts wisely.
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1. WHAT IS WISDOM?

Biblical wisdom is the ability to understand reality rightly and live accordingly.
It includes knowledge, discernment, judgment, skill, moral understanding, and the ability to choose an appropriate course of action.
Wisdom therefore asks more than:

What do | know?

It asks:

What is true?

What is right?

What should be done?

How should it be done?

Read Proverbs 2:1-11; James 3:13-18.

2. 1S GOD WISE?

Perfectly.

Job 12:13 says wisdom and might belong to God.

Romans 16:27 calls Him the only wise God.

Paul erupts in worship in Romans 11 because the depth of God's wisdom and knowledge exceeds human comprehension.
God is never partially wise.

He is never wiser on one day than another.

His wisdom is perfect.

3. WHERE DOES GOD GET HIS WISDOM?
From no one.

Isaiah asks who has directed the Spirit of the Lord or served as God's counselor.
The expected answer is:

No one.

Read Isaiah 40:12-14.

God did not attend a school.

He did not inherit wisdom.

He did not acquire experience.

He did not consult an expert.

All created wisdom ultimately derives from Him.

4. DOES GOD EVER NEED ADVICE?

No.

Romans 11:34 asks:

Who has known the mind of the Lord? Who has been His counselor?

God listens to prayer and genuinely relates to His creatures, but He does not need human advice because He lacks information.
Prayer is not helping God notice something He overlooked.

5. IS WISDOM THE SAME AS KNOWLEDGE?

No.

Knowledge and wisdom overlap, but they are not identical.

Someone may know many facts yet make terrible decisions.

Wisdom involves rightly understanding and applying knowledge.

God possesses both perfect knowledge and perfect wisdom.

He knows everything perfectly and always understands everything rightly.

6. CAN GOD MAKE A MISTAKE?
No.

Human beings make mistakes because they may lack information, misunderstand circumstances, misjudge consequences, act selfishly,
become distracted, or simply reason poorly.

None of those limitations applies to God.
Read Numbers 23:19; Psalm 147:5.
God never says:
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"l did not realize that would happen."

7. DOES GOD LEARN?

God does not learn in the ordinary creaturely sense of acquiring previously unknown information.

Psalm 147:5 describes His understanding as beyond measure.

Isaiah 46:9-10 portrays Him as knowing and declaring His purposes across history.

Christians have debated philosophical questions concerning precisely how divine knowledge relates to time and human freedom.
But Scripture's foundational portrait is clear:

God is never ignorant.

8. DOES GOD UNDERSTAND THINGS PEOPLE CANNOT?

Yes.

Psalm 139 describes knowledge beyond human comprehension.

Isaiah 55:8-9 reminds God's people that His thoughts and ways transcend theirs.

That passage should not be used to shut down every theological question.

God has revealed real truth and expects His people to think.

But human beings should never assume that whatever they cannot understand must therefore be irrational.

Memory Anchor
God's wisdom is not limited by the limits of human understanding.

9. IS GOD SMARTER THAN HUMAN BEINGS?
Yes - but biblical wisdom is larger than intelligence.

God does not merely process information faster.

He knows reality exhaustively.

He knows every heart.

He knows history.

He knows consequences human beings cannot foresee.

He knows the end from the beginning.

And His knowledge is joined to perfect goodness.

God's wisdom is therefore not simply superhuman intelligence.

10. DOES CREATION SHOW GOD'S WISDOM?

Yes.

Psalm 104:24 celebrates the wisdom evident in God's works.

Proverbs 3:19 says the Lord founded the earth by wisdom.

Creation displays extraordinary order, diversity, interdependence, beauty, and complexity.
The biblical writers respond to creation not merely with curiosity but with worship.

11. WAS GOD WISE IN CREATING HUMAN BEINGS?

Yes.

Genesis repeatedly describes God's creation as good and finally very good.

Human rebellion does not mean God made a foolish mistake by creating humanity.

Scripture portrays redemption as part of a much larger story in which God ultimately displays His glory, justice, mercy, grace, and wisdom.

12. DID THE FALL RUIN GOD'S PLAN?

No.

The fall was genuine rebellion with catastrophic consequences.

Yet God was not caught unprepared.

Genesis 3 itself contains judgment alongside the first movements of redemptive promise.
The rest of Scripture unfolds the rescue that ultimately comes through Jesus Christ.
Human sin is terrible.

God's wisdom is greater.
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13. CAN GOD BRING GOOD OUT OF BAD DECISIONS?

Yes.

Joseph's story provides one of Scripture's clearest examples.

His brothers make evil decisions.

Joseph suffers because of them.

Yet years later Joseph recognizes that God has accomplished a saving purpose through circumstances his brothers intended for evil.
Read Genesis 50:15-21.

God's ability to redeem foolish or evil choices does not make those choices wise or good.

14. DOES THAT MEAN BAD DECISIONS DO NOT MATTER?
No.

Scripture never teaches:

"Make whatever choice you want because God will fix it."

Foolish decisions have real consequences.

Sin harms people.

Wisdom matters.

Obedience matters.

God's ability to redeem failure should produce hope, not irresponsibility.

15. WHAT IS "THE FEAR OF THE LORD"?

Proverbs repeatedly identifies the fear of the Lord as foundational to wisdom.

Read Proverbs 1:7; 9:10.

This does not mean living in terror that God is unpredictable or cruel.

The fear of the Lord includes reverence, awe, humility, submission, and recognition that God - not the self - is the final authority.
Wisdom begins when human beings stop trying to occupy God's place.

16. WHY DOES WISDOM BEGIN WITH GOD?

Because reality belongs to Him.

If God created the world, then wisdom cannot finally mean inventing one's own version of reality.

Wisdom means learning to live within reality as God created and revealed it.

That is why Proverbs connects wisdom with righteousness, justice, humility, truthfulness, sexual faithfulness, diligence, generosity, speech,
relationships, and self-control.

17. CAN SOMEONE BE INTELLIGENT AND FOOLISH?

Absolutely.

Scripture's category of foolishness is primarily moral and spiritual, not intellectual.

Psalm 14 calls the person who says there is no God a fool - not because that person necessarily lacks intelligence, but because he or she
lives in denial of ultimate reality.

A brilliant person can live foolishly.
A person with little formal education can possess profound wisdom.

18. WHERE DOES HUMAN WISDOM COME FROM?

Ultimately from God.

Proverbs 2:6 says the Lord gives wisdom.

Human beings can learn through Scripture, experience, observation, instruction, correction, community, and consequences.
But genuine wisdom remains a gift received within God's created order.

19. CAN WE ASK GOD FOR WISDOM?

Yes.

James 1:5 gives one of Scripture's clearest invitations:

If someone lacks wisdom, ask God.

God gives generously.

This does not mean every answer will arrive instantly or supernaturally.

God may give wisdom through Scripture, mature counsel, circumstances, experience, patient reflection, or growing discernment.
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20. DOES GOD PROMISE TO TELL US EXACTLY WHAT TO DO IN EVERY DECISION?
Not in the way many people expect.

Scripture gives direct commands about many moral matters.

But it does not provide individualized verses answering every decision:

Which job?

Which house?

Which college?

Which investment?

Which city?

Which ministry opportunity?

Which day?

Biblical wisdom often requires applying revealed principles rather than receiving a new revelation.

21. WHAT SHOULD | DO WHEN THE BIBLE DOES NOT GIVE A SPECIFIC ANSWER?
Ask questions such as:

Is either option sinful?

Which choice better reflects biblical priorities?

What responsibilities has God already given?

What motives are driving the decision?

What are the likely consequences?

What counsel have mature believers offered?

Is fear controlling the decision?

Is pride?

Is greed?

Is impatience?

Can either choice be made with a clear conscience and gratitude to God?
Wisdom often works through sanctified judgment.

22. WHAT DOES PROVERBS 3:5-6 MEAN?

The passage calls God's people to trust Him rather than treating their own understanding as ultimate.
It does not command people to stop thinking.

The book of Proverbs constantly encourages careful observation, planning, learning, and discernment.
The warning is against leaning ultimately on oneself.

Trust God.

Use wisdom.

Submit plans to Him.

23. WILL GOD ALWAYS MAKE THE RIGHT PATH OBVIOUS?

Not necessarily.

Sometimes wisdom becomes clear.

Sometimes several morally legitimate choices remain.

Sometimes believers must make the best decision available without absolute certainty.
Trusting God does not require possessing perfect confidence about every decision.
God is capable of guiding imperfect people who sincerely seek to obey Him.

24. ARE PROVERBS PROMISES?

Usually, proverbs are better understood as general principles of wise living rather than unconditional guarantees about every individual
circumstance.

For example, diligence ordinarily leads toward provision, while laziness ordinarily leads toward poverty.
But Job is righteous and suffers.

Faithful prophets are persecuted.

Jesus is perfectly righteous and crucified.

Wisdom literature must be read according to its genre.
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Bible-Study Safeguard

A proverb describes how life generally works under God's order; it should not automatically be turned into an
unconditional promise for every circumstance.

25. WHY IS JOB IMPORTANT TO BIBLICAL WISDOM?

Job challenges simplistic formulas.

Job's friends assume suffering must prove personal wickedness.

They possess pieces of true theology but apply them badly.

Job demonstrates that a person can suffer terribly without knowing why.

The book teaches that human beings do not possess enough information to explain every providential event.

26. WHAT DOES ECCLESIASTES ADD?

Ecclesiastes examines life in a fallen world where outcomes are often difficult to predict.

The wise may suffer.

The foolish may prosper temporarily.

Death comes to everyone.

Human beings cannot control everything.

Ecclesiastes exposes the limits of human mastery and directs readers toward reverence for God.
Read Ecclesiastes 12:13-14.

27. DOES BEING WISE GUARANTEE AN EASY LIFE?

No.

Jesus is wisdom embodied, yet His earthly life includes rejection, grief, opposition, betrayal, suffering, and crucifixion.
Wisdom is not a technique for eliminating hardship.

It teaches people how to live faithfully before God within a world where hardship exists.

28. WHAT DOES WISDOM LOOK LIKE IN DAILY LIFE?
Proverbs makes wisdom extremely practical.
Wisdom affects:

* Speech

* Money

* Work

« Friendships

* Marriage

» Sexual behavior

* Anger

« Conflict

 Parenting

 Leadership

« Justice

* Generosity

* Planning

« Listening

« Correction
Biblical wisdom belongs in ordinary life.

29. WHAT DOES JAMES SAY WISDOM LOOKS LIKE?

James contrasts two kinds of wisdom.

Earthly wisdom is characterized by jealousy and selfish ambition.

Wisdom from above is pure, peace-loving, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial, and sincere.
Read James 3:13-18.

Biblical wisdom can therefore be evaluated partly by its fruit.

30. WHAT SHOULD GOD'sS WISDOM PRODUCE IN US?
Humility.
Trust.
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Prayer.

Teachability.

Patience.

Discernment.

Obedience.

Worship.

The wise person increasingly recognizes:
God understands more than | do.

That realization is not humiliating.

It is liberating.

BEGINNER SUMMARY
God is perfectly wise.
He possesses complete knowledge and perfect understanding and never needs instruction, correction, or additional information.

Human wisdom begins with the fear of the Lord - with recognizing God as God and learning to live according to reality as He created and
revealed it.

Scripture gives practical wisdom for everyday life while also teaching humility about the limits of human understanding.
Proverbs shows how life ordinarily works.

Job shows that people cannot explain every circumstance.

Ecclesiastes exposes the limits of human control.

And the New Testament ultimately reveals God's wisdom in Jesus Christ.

Beginner Memory Anchor
God sees what cannot be seen, knows what cannot be known, and understands what cannot yet be understood.

BEGINNER REFLECTION
1. How is biblical wisdom different from intelligence or simply knowing many facts?
2. Why does Proverbs say wisdom begins with the fear of the Lord?
3. What is the difference between trusting God rather than leaning on your own understanding and refusing to think carefully?
4. How do Job and Ecclesiastes keep someone from turning Proverbs into simplistic formulas?
5. What decision or situation currently requires wisdom? Which biblical principles should shape the way it is approached?
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PART TWO

WANT TO GO DEEPER?

INTERMEDIATE
God's Infinite Wisdom, Human Limits, and Christ the Wisdom of God

Interpretive Posture

God has revealed enough truth to be known genuinely, but not exhaustively. Wisdom studies what God has revealed
while remaining humble about what He has not.

3Nails | God's Wisdom Beginner Guide V1

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.

10



éEiNails

Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

GOD'S WISDOM AND GOD'S KNOWLEDGE

31. HOW IS GOD'S WISDOM RELATED TO HIS OTHER ATTRIBUTES?

God's attributes should not be imagined as separate compartments.

God's wisdom is holy wisdom.

Loving wisdom.

Just wisdom.

Powerful wisdom.

Faithful wisdom.

Sovereign wisdom.

Because God's character is perfectly unified, His wisdom can never become cleverness used for evil.
God always acts consistently with who He is.

32. 1S GOD OMNISCIENT?

Omniscience is the theological term for God's complete knowledge.

Scripture portrays God as knowing hearts, words before they are spoken, hidden things, history, and what lies beyond human knowledge.
Read Psalm 139:1-18; Isaiah 46:9-10; Hebrews 4:13.

Omniscience and wisdom are related but distinguishable.

God knows everything.

God also understands everything perfectly.

33. DOES GOD KNOW POSSIBILITIES AS WELL AS ACTUAL EVENTS?
Scripture contains passages in which God appears to know what people would do under circumstances that do not actually occur.
Read 1 Samuel 23:10-13 and Matthew 11:20-24.

These passages have contributed to theological discussions about counterfactual knowledge - knowledge of what would occur under
circumstances different from those that actually happen.

Sixteenth-century theologian Luis de Molina developed a theological framework later called Molinism, which uses the concept of God's
"middle knowledge" to explain how divine providence and genuinely free creaturely choices may relate.

Some Christians find that framework helpful.

Others argue that Scripture does not establish the full Molinist system.

The biblical passages themselves show that God's knowledge exceeds merely observing what actually happens.
They do not by themselves establish an entire philosophical system.

34. DOES GOD'S PERFECT KNOWLEDGE MAKE WISDOM AUTOMATIC?

Perfect knowledge is necessary to divine wisdom, but biblical wisdom also involves God's perfect character.
Imagine complete information joined to evil motives.

That would not be biblical wisdom.

God's wisdom is perfect because His knowledge, understanding, purposes, and character are all perfect.

35. WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN WISDOM AND PRUDENCE?

The terms overlap.

In Christian theology, prudence is often used for wise practical judgment - choosing appropriate means toward good ends.
Biblical wisdom is broader and includes moral understanding, skill, discernment, and God-centered living.

The distinction can be useful, but Scripture does not require Christians to maintain a rigid technical separation.

WISDOM LITERATURE AND THE COMPLEXITY OF LIFE

36. WHAT BOOKS ARE COMMONLY CALLED WISDOM LITERATURE?

Job, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes are the principal Old Testament wisdom books.

Psalms and Song of Songs also contain material closely related to biblical wisdom.

Catholic and Orthodox Old Testaments additionally include wisdom literature such as Wisdom of Solomon and Sirach.
The Protestant canon does not include those latter books as Scripture.

Biblical wisdom literature also arose within a wider ancient Near Eastern world in which Egyptian, Mesopotamian, and other cultures
produced instructional and wisdom texts.
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Scholars often compare Proverbs 22:17-24:22 with the Egyptian Instruction of Amenemope because the writings contain notable
similarities in subject matter and expression.

Exactly how the literary relationship should be understood remains discussed by scholars.

Historical-Context Safeguard

Literary parallels do not mean biblical wisdom is merely copied from surrounding cultures. Scripture communicates
within real historical settings while giving wisdom its distinctive God-centered and covenantal orientation.

37. DO PROVERBS, JOB, AND ECCLESIASTES CONTRADICT ONE ANOTHER?

No.

They approach life from complementary angles.

Proverbs: God has built moral order into creation; wisdom ordinarily matters enormously.

Job: Do not turn that moral order into a simplistic formula explaining every individual circumstance.

Ecclesiastes: Life in a fallen world contains unpredictability, frustration, mortality, and limits human beings cannot master.
Together they produce mature wisdom.

Memory Anchor
Proverbs teaches the patterns. Job warns against simplistic explanations. Ecclesiastes teaches humility about control.

38. WHAT IS THE RETRIBUTION PRINCIPLE?

This term describes the broad biblical principle that righteousness leads toward blessing and wickedness toward judgment.
Scripture genuinely teaches moral consequences.

The mistake comes when the principle is applied mechanically:

"If you suffer, you must have sinned badly."

Job dismantles that simplistic conclusion.

Jesus does too.

Read John 9:1-3.

39. WHY ARE JOB'S FRIENDS SO DANGEROUS?

Much of what Job's friends say sounds religious.

Some statements are even broadly true.

Their failure is not simply possessing completely false theology.

They take partial truths and use them to explain a situation they do not understand.
They speak confidently where they lack knowledge.

That is an important warning for anyone offering spiritual counsel.

40. WHAT DOES GOD'S SPEECH TO JOB TEACH?

God never gives Job a detailed explanation of the heavenly events revealed to the reader in chapters 1-2.
Instead, God asks questions exposing the enormous gap between divine and human understanding.
Read Job 38-41.

The point is not:

"Questions are sinful."

Job has asked questions throughout the book.

The point is:

Human beings do not possess enough knowledge to sit in judgment over God's governance of creation.
41. 1S "GOD'S WAYS ARE HIGHER" AN ANSWER TO EVERYTHING?

No.

Isaiah 55:8-9 is sometimes used to end legitimate questions prematurely.

The surrounding passage concerns God's call to repentance and His astonishing mercy.

God's transcendence should produce humility, but Scripture also reveals truth and invites understanding.

"God's ways are higher" should never become an excuse for bad theology, abuse, injustice, irrationality, or refusing to examine Scripture
carefully.
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THE WISDOM OF GOD IN REDEMPTION

42. HOW DOES THE BIBLE'S REDEMPTIVE STORY DISPLAY WISDOM?
God's plan unfolds across generations.

Creation.

Fall.

Promise.

Covenant.

Israel.

Law.

Kings.

Prophets.

Exile.

Return.

Messiah.

Cross.

Resurrection.

Spirit.

Church.

New creation.

Individual generations see only portions of the story.
God sees the whole.

43. WHY DID GOD WAIT SO LONG TO SEND JESUS?

Scripture does not provide an exhaustive explanation of God's timing.
Galatians 4:4 says Christ came in the fullness of time.

Romans 5:6 says Christ died at the right time.

God's timing may appear slow from a human perspective without being unwise.
The biblical claim is not that every reason for the timing has been revealed.

It is that Christ came according to God's redemptive purpose.

44, HOW DOES THE CROSS REVEAL GOD'S WISDOM?

The cross overturns ordinary human expectations.

A crucified Messiah appears weak.

Defeated.

Humiliated.

Foolish.

Yet through the cross God defeats sin and death and accomplishes salvation.
Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-25.

Paul calls Christ:

the power of God and the wisdom of God.

45. WHY DOES PAUL CONTRAST GOD'S WISDOM WITH THE WORLD'S WISDOM?
Human wisdom often prizes status, power, rhetorical impressiveness, self-sufficiency, and visible success.
The Gospel centers on a crucified Savior.

That message destroys human boasting.

God saves through what the world considers foolish so that confidence rests in Him rather than human greatness.
Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31.

46. IS THE CROSS ACTUALLY FOOLISH?

No.

Paul is describing how the cross appears according to fallen human standards.

God's "foolishness" is wiser than human wisdom.

The cross is not irrational.
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It reveals that human standards for recognizing power, glory, victory, and wisdom are deeply distorted.

47.1S JESUS THE WISDOM OF GOD?

Yes.

The New Testament connects Christ explicitly with divine wisdom.

1 Corinthians 1:24 calls Christ the wisdom of God.

Colossians 2:3 says all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden in Christ.
Jesus does not merely dispense wise advice.

He reveals God.

48. IS JESUS THE WISDOM PERSONIFIED IN PROVERBS 8?
Proverbs 8 poetically personifies Wisdom as a woman calling people to learn.

Because the New Testament identifies Christ with divine wisdom, Christians throughout history have seen important connections between
Proverbs 8 and Christ.

But interpretive care is essential.
Proverbs 8 operates within Hebrew wisdom poetry and should not simply be treated as a direct biographical description of Jesus.
This became especially important historically because debates arose over Proverbs 8:22 and the eternal nature of the Son.

49. WHAT HAPPENED WITH PROVERBS 8:22 IN EARLY CHRISTIAN DEBATE?

Some ancient translations rendered Proverbs 8:22 in language that could sound like Wisdom was "created.”

Arius and others used this in arguments that the Son was a created being.

Nicene Christianity rejected that conclusion because the broader biblical witness identifies the Son as eternal and divine.
Read John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:15-17; Hebrews 1:1-12.

Interpretive Safeguard
A poetic personification should not overturn clearer New Testament teaching about the eternal Son.

50. WHAT DOES "CHRIST THE WISDOM OF GOD" MEAN FOR CHRISTIANS?
It means Christian wisdom is ultimately Christ-centered.

Wisdom is not merely mastering techniques for successful living.
To know reality rightly, one must reckon with Jesus.

His teaching.

His character.

His cross.

His resurrection.

His kingdom.

His lordship.

The wise life is ultimately life ordered around Christ.

HUMAN WISDOM, THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND DISCERNMENT

51. WHAT IS DISCERNMENT?

Discernment is the ability to distinguish rightly.

Truth from error.

Good from evil.

Wisdom from foolishness.

Important from trivial.

Helpful from harmful.

A wise choice from a merely permissible one.

Read Romans 12:1-2; Philippians 1:9-11; Hebrews 5:14.
Discernment grows through truth, maturity, practice, prayer, and obedience.
52. IS DISCERNMENT A SUPERNATURAL FEELING?

Not necessarily.
Christians sometimes use "discernment” to mean an unexplained inner impression.
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Scripture uses the idea more broadly.
Biblical discernment includes trained moral judgment shaped by God's truth.
An impression may prompt prayer or investigation, but it should not automatically be treated as revelation from God.

53. IS THE HOLY SPIRIT CALLED THE "SPIRIT OF WISDOM"?
Yes.
Isaiah 11:2 describes the Spirit resting upon the coming Messiah as:

* The Spirit of the LORD
» The Spirit of wisdom and understanding
« The Spirit of counsel and might
» The Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD
This prophecy ultimately finds its fulfillment in Jesus, the Spirit-anointed Messiah.

The connection is important:
God's wisdom, God's Messiah, and God's Spirit are not competing sources of truth.
They belong within the unified work of the Triune God.

54. WHAT DOES EPHESIANS 1:17 MEAN BY "THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND REVELATION"?
Paul prays that God would give believers the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him.

Read Ephesians 1:15-23.

The emphasis is not primarily on discovering secret personal information.

Paul prays for believers to know God more deeply and to understand the hope of His calling, the riches of His inheritance, and the greatness
of His power.

Biblical spiritual wisdom is profoundly God-centered.
The Spirit helps believers grasp and live within what God has revealed.

55. WHAT ROLE DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT PLAY IN WISDOM?

The Holy Spirit teaches, illuminates, transforms, convicts, produces godly fruit, and enables believers increasingly to understand and live
according to God's truth.

Read John 14:26; 16:13; 1 Corinthians 2:10-16; Ephesians 1:17-18; Galatians 5:16-25.
The Spirit's guidance never makes Scripture unnecessary.

The Spirit who inspired Scripture does not lead believers contrary to Scripture.

The goal of spiritual wisdom is not merely receiving information.

It is becoming increasingly formed into Christlike people who understand and obey God.

56. WHAT ARE "A WORD OF WISDOM" AND "A WORD OF KNOWLEDGE"?
In 1 Corinthians 12:8, Paul lists:

a word of wisdom

and

a word of knowledge

among manifestations of the Holy Spirit.

Paul does not provide detailed definitions of either phrase in the passage, and Christians have understood them differently.

Continuationist Christians generally believe gifts of this kind continue within the Church today and may understand them as Spirit-enabled
insight or knowledge given for the good of others.

Cessationist Christians generally believe some revelatory or sign gifts were associated particularly with the foundational apostolic period,
though they continue to affirm the Spirit's work in giving wisdom, understanding Scripture, sanctification, and guidance.

Other Christians hold positions between those categories.
Whatever position is taken, several truths remain important:

« Spiritual gifts exist to build up the body of Christ.

 No spiritual gift makes someone spiritually superior.

 Claimed spiritual insight must not contradict Scripture.

« A personal "word" does not carry the authority of inspired Scripture.
Read 1 Corinthians 12-14.

57. WHAT DOES 1 CORINTHIANS 2 MEAN BY "THE MIND OF CHRIST"?
Paul contrasts God's revealed wisdom with merely human wisdom.
The Spirit enables believers to receive what God has revealed in Christ.
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"The mind of Christ" should not be interpreted as Christians becoming omniscient or receiving infallible instincts.
Believers remain capable of misunderstanding.
Possessing the Spirit should produce humility, not claims of personal infallibility.

58. CAN A CHRISTIAN'S INTUITION BE WRONG?

Yes.

Strong feelings are not infallible.

Experience is not infallible.

Conscience is not infallible.

Pastors are not infallible.

Theological systems are not infallible.

Personal impressions are not infallible.

That is why wisdom requires humility, Scripture, prayer, testing, and often counsel.

59. DOES SCRIPTURE ACTUALLY TELL CHRISTIANS TO TEST SPIRITUAL CLAIMS?
Yes.

1 Thessalonians 5:19-21 tells believers not to quench the Spirit or despise prophecies, but also to test everything and hold fast to what is
good.

1 John 4:1 warns believers not to believe every spirit but to test the spirits.
These passages guard against two opposite errors.

One error is rejecting every claimed work of the Spirit automatically.

The other is accepting every spiritual claim uncritically.

Biblical discernment does neither.

Memory Anchor
Do not despise spiritual claims. Do not accept them untested. Test everything and hold fast to what is good.

60. WHAT IS CONSCIENCE?

Conscience is the inner moral awareness that accuses or excuses human actions.

Romans 2:14-16 discusses conscience.

But conscience must be formed.

A person can possess a weak conscience, wounded conscience, defiled conscience, or seared conscience.
Read 1 Corinthians 8; Titus 1:15; 1 Timothy 4:2.

"Follow your conscience" is incomplete advice unless the conscience is being shaped by truth.

61. HOW DOES SCRIPTURE SHAPE WISDOM?

Scripture reveals God's character, commands, purposes, priorities, and redemptive story.
Psalm 119 repeatedly connects God's Word with understanding and wise living.

Read Psalm 119:97-105.

The Bible is not merely a collection of answers to isolated decisions.

It forms the kind of person capable of increasingly wise judgment.

62. DOES WISDOM REQUIRE COMMUNITY?

Often, yes.

Proverbs repeatedly commends wise counsel.

Read Proverbs 11:14; 12:15; 15:22.

Other believers can notice blind spots.

But majority opinion is not automatically wisdom.

Counsel should be weighed according to Scripture, character, relevant experience, motives, and the quality of the reasoning offered.

63. HOW SHOULD SOMEONE CHOOSE A WISE COUNSELOR?
Look for someone who:

* Knows Scripture
* Demonstrates humility
* Has relevant wisdom or experience
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« Is willing to ask questions
« Does not need to control the outcome
« Can distinguish biblical commands from personal preferences
« Tells the truth lovingly
* Admits uncertainty
« Displays godly character
A confident answer is not necessarily a wise answer.

64. CAN TOO MANY COUNSELORS CREATE CONFUSION?

Yes.

Seeking counsel can become another way of avoiding responsibility.

Someone may continue asking people until receiving the answer he or she already wanted.
Wisdom listens carefully, weighs counsel, prays, and eventually makes a decision.

FINDING GOD'S WILL WITHOUT CHASING SIGNS

65. HOW DOES WISDOM RELATE TO "FINDING GOD'S WILL"?
Scripture clearly reveals much of God's will.

Love God.

Love others.

Pursue holiness.

Give thanks.

Act justly.

Flee sexual immorality.

Speak truth.

Forgive.

Make disciples.

The difficulty usually arises with decisions Scripture does not specifically address.
In those situations, wisdom often matters more than decoding a hidden message.

66. DOES GOD HAVE A SPECIFIC PLAN FOR EACH PERSON?
God certainly knows and providentially governs each life.
Scripture also describes particular callings and works prepared for believers.

But Christians should be careful about imagining God's will as a hidden tightrope where one innocent wrong turn permanently destroys His
plan.

God is more capable of guiding His children than that picture suggests.

67. SHOULD CHRISTIANS "PUT OUT A FLEECE"?

Judges 6 records Gideon asking for signs involving a fleece.

But the narrative does not present Gideon's method as a general decision-making command for believers.
Gideon already had direct revelation from God and was asking for reassurance.

Using random signs to force God to answer decisions can become superstition.

68. WHAT ABOUT OPEN AND CLOSED DOORS?
Scripture sometimes uses opportunity language.

Paul speaks of doors opening for ministry.

Read 1 Corinthians 16:8-9; 2 Corinthians 2:12; Colossians 4:3.
Circumstances matter.

But an open door does not automatically mean:

"God wants me to walk through it."

Paul sometimes had opportunities accompanied by opposition.
Circumstances must be interpreted with wisdom.

69. DOES PEACE PROVE A DECISION IS GOD'S WILL?
Not by itself.
People can feel peaceful about unwise choices.
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Others can feel anxious while making faithful choices.

Philippians 4 teaches the peace of God in the context of prayer and trust, not a guaranteed emotional decision detector.
Peace is a gift.

It should not be turned into an infallible oracle.

70. WHAT ABOUT "GOD TOLD ME"?

Christians use this phrase in different ways.

Sometimes they mean:

"Scripture clearly teaches this."

Sometimes:

"l strongly sense this."

Those are very different claims.

Because impressions can be mistaken, humility is appropriate:

"l believe God may be leading me this way."

Clear biblical revelation carries an authority personal impressions do not.

Memory Anchor
God's written Word is certain. Personal impressions require discernment.

71. CAN GOD USE DREAMS OR EXTRAORDINARY GUIDANCE?

God can do whatever is consistent with His character, and Scripture records dreams, visions, angelic messages, prophecy, and
extraordinary guidance.

Christians differ about how such gifts function today.
Continuationists generally believe miraculous and revelatory gifts continue in some form.

Cessationists generally believe certain gifts associated with direct revelation or apostolic signs belonged particularly to the foundational era
of the Church.

Other believers hold mediating positions.

Whatever position is taken, Scripture gives important safeguards.

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:19-21; 1 John 4:1; 1 Corinthians 14:29.

Claims should be tested.

Guidance must never contradict Scripture.

No modern experience becomes equal to inspired Scripture in authority.
Extraordinary guidance is never a substitute for ordinary wisdom.

72. WHAT IF TWO GOOD OPTIONS REMAIN?
Then either option may genuinely be available.
Christians sometimes become paralyzed because they assume only one permissible choice can be God's will.

If neither choice violates Scripture, both fit responsibilities, motives are sound, counsel has been considered, and wisdom does not reveal a
decisive reason otherwise, a believer may be free to choose.

Then trust God.

73. WHAT IF | MAKE THE WRONG DECISION?

First ask whether "wrong" means sinful or merely less than ideal.

If sinful, repent.

If the decision was made honestly with the wisdom available but later proves unhelpful, learn.

God's providence is not so fragile that an imperfect non-sinful decision places someone permanently outside His care.

74. CAN GOD REDEEM FOOLISH DECISIONS?

Yes.

Scripture is filled with people whose failures did not place them beyond redemption.
Peter denied Jesus.

Mark abandoned a missionary journey.

David suffered consequences from terrible sin yet received mercy.

God's redemption never makes foolishness desirable.

It means failure need not become the final chapter.

3Nails | God's Wisdom Beginner Guide V1

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.

18



&Nails

Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

WISDOM, SUFFERING, AND MYSTERY

75. IF GOD IS PERFECTLY WISE, WHY DOES HE ALLOW SUFFERING?
This is one of Christianity's deepest questions.

God's wisdom means suffering is not evidence that God simply failed to anticipate consequences.
But Scripture does not reveal the particular reason behind every instance of suffering.

The Bible gives a larger framework:

Creation is fallen.

Human beings sin.

Creation groans.

God remains sovereign.

Christ enters suffering.

God can redeem evil.

Judgment is coming.

Resurrection is coming.

New creation is coming.

That does not answer every individual "why."

76. SHOULD WE ASSUME EVERY SUFFERING HAS AN EXPLANATION WE CAN DISCOVER?
No.

Job is a decisive warning against that assumption.

The reader receives information Job and his friends do not possess.

The friends confidently explain Job's suffering and are wrong.

Faithful wisdom sometimes says:

"The reason is not known."

77. DOES "GOD HAS A PLAN" ALWAYS HELP SOMEONE WHO IS HURTING?
Not necessarily.

The statement may be theologically well intended yet pastorally poorly timed.

Romans 12:15 says to weep with those who weep.

Jesus weeps at Lazarus's tomb even though He knows resurrection is moments away.

Wisdom asks not only:

"Is this statement true?"

but also:

"Is this the loving thing to say right now?"

78. DOES GOD'S WISDOM MEAN ABUSE SHOULD BE ACCEPTED?
Absolutely not.

God's wisdom must never be used to pressure someone to remain in preventable danger, conceal wrongdoing, protect an abuser, avoid
lawful reporting, or confuse forgiveness with the removal of appropriate boundaries and consequences.

Biblical wisdom includes justice, protection of the vulnerable, truth, and accountability.

Pastoral Safeguard
"Trust God" must never mean "ignore evil."

79. CAN WE TRUST GOD'S WISDOM WITHOUT KNOWING HIS REASONS?
Yes.

That is one of Job's central lessons.

Trust is not the claim:

"l understand what God is doing."

It is the confession:

"God understands what | do not."

Christian trust rests ultimately in God's revealed character, not in possessing a complete explanation.
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80. IS MYSTERY A COP-OUT?
It can be if used lazily.

Christians should not invoke mystery to avoid studying difficult passages, answering reasonable objections, correcting contradictions in their
own thinking, or confronting harmful teaching.

But genuine mystery exists whenever finite creatures encounter truths God has not fully revealed.
The proper response is neither intellectual arrogance nor intellectual surrender.
It is humble study.

WORLDLY WISDOM AND GODLY WISDOM

81. IS ALL HUMAN WISDOM BAD?
No.

People made in God's image can discover genuine truths about medicine, engineering, relationships, economics, agriculture, psychology,
leadership, and countless other areas.

Christians need not reject something merely because a non-Christian discovered it.
All truth ultimately belongs to God.
But every human claim remains fallible and should be evaluated appropriately.

82. THEN WHAT DOES PAUL MEAN BY "THE WISDOM OF THE WORLD"?

Paul is criticizing human wisdom when it sets itself against God, boasts in itself, or judges the Gospel by fallen standards.
Read 1 Corinthians 1-3.

Human reasoning is not inherently evil.

Human reasoning that refuses God's revelation and enthrones itself becomes foolish.

83. SHOULD CHRISTIANS DISTRUST EXPERTS?

Not simply because they are experts.

Proverbs values knowledge, skill, counsel, and learning.

Wisdom asks appropriate questions:

What is this person actually qualified to address?

What evidence supports the claim?

Is there disagreement among qualified experts?

What assumptions are involved?

Does the claim enter a moral or theological area Scripture addresses?

Expertise deserves appropriate weight, not unquestioning worship or automatic suspicion.

84. CAN CHRISTIANS LEARN FROM NON-CHRISTIANS?
Yes.

Daniel learned in Babylon.

Moses was educated in Egypt.

Paul knew non-Jewish literature well enough to quote pagan poets.

Because human beings bear God's image and live within God's creation, people can possess genuine knowledge and skill without knowing
Christ.

Yet every worldview also contains areas requiring biblical evaluation.

85. WHAT IS COMMON GRACE?

Common grace is a theological term especially common in Reformed theology for God's goodness shown broadly to humanity, including
the restraint of evil and gifts such as knowledge, creativity, social order, skill, and material provision.

Other Christian traditions may describe similar realities using different terminology.
Read Matthew 5:45; Acts 14:15-17.
The term is theological shorthand, not required biblical vocabulary.

86. CAN CULTURE CONTAIN BOTH WISDOM AND FOOLISHNESS?

Yes.

Every human culture contains things reflecting God's good creation and things distorted by sin.
That includes modern Western culture.

Biblical discernment does not assume:
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Old = wise.

New = wise.

Religious = wise.

Secular = foolish.

Popular = wise.

Unpopular = wise.

Everything must be evaluated truthfully.

BECOMING WISE

87. CAN WISDOM GROW?

Yes.

Jesus Himself, in His genuine humanity, is described as growing in wisdom.

Read Luke 2:52.

Believers also grow through instruction, experience, correction, suffering, Scripture, community, prayer, and obedience.
Wisdom is not merely something possessed.

It is something cultivated.

88. WHY IS HUMILITY ESSENTIAL TO WISDOM?
Because pride prevents learning.

Proverbs repeatedly connects wisdom with receiving correction.

A person convinced he already knows everything cannot be taught.
Read Proverbs 9:7-12; 12:15; 15:31-33.

One of the wisest sentences a person can say is:

"l may be wrong."

89. WHY IS LISTENING PART OF WISDOM?

Because quick answers are often foolish answers.

Proverbs 18:13 warns against answering before listening.

James 1:19 calls believers to be quick to listen and slow to speak.
Wisdom gathers information before reaching conclusions.

90. DOES WISDOM SOMETIMES REQUIRE SILENCE?
Yes.

Proverbs repeatedly warns about excessive speech.

Not every thought needs to be spoken.

Not every correction needs to be made immediately.

Not every argument needs to be won.

Not every accusation deserves an instant response.

Wise speech includes knowing when not to speak.

91. DOES WISDOM REQUIRE COURAGE?
Yes.

Silence can be wise.

Silence can also be cowardice.

There are times wisdom requires speaking truth, confronting injustice, correcting error, defending someone vulnerable, confessing
wrongdoing, or making an unpopular decision.

Biblical wisdom is not merely cautious.
It is righteous.

92. WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN WISDOM AND LOVE?
Biblical wisdom cannot be separated from love.

Knowledge without love can become arrogant.

Truth without love can become cruel.

Love without truth can become sentimental and harmful.
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Jesus perfectly unites truth, wisdom, grace, holiness, and love.
Read Ephesians 4:15.

93. WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN WISDOM AND HOLINESS?

Sin clouds judgment.

Greed makes foolish choices look attractive.

Lust rationalizes danger.

Pride rejects correction.

Bitterness distorts motives.

Fear exaggerates threats.

Holiness does not make someone omniscient, but growing obedience removes many distortions that interfere with wise judgment.

94. DOES AGE AUTOMATICALLY PRODUCE WISDOM?

No.

Age can provide experience.

Experience can become wisdom.

But experience can also reinforce foolish patterns.

Job 32:9 observes that age alone does not guarantee wisdom.

Older believers deserve appropriate honor, but no age group possesses automatic infallibility.

95. CAN SUFFERING PRODUCE WISDOM?

It can.

Suffering can expose false assumptions, deepen compassion, clarify priorities, weaken self-sufficiency, and teach endurance.
But suffering does not automatically make someone wiser.

People can also become bitter or hardened.

Wisdom grows when suffering is processed in truth, faith, community, and dependence upon God.

96. WHAT SHOULD WE DO WHEN WISE CHRISTIANS DISAGREE?

First determine whether the issue is a clear biblical command or a wisdom judgment.

If Scripture clearly settles the matter, disagreement does not make every position equally valid.

But many decisions involve competing prudential judgments.

Faithful Christians may weigh circumstances differently.

Humility allows disagreement without automatically assuming the other person is rebellious or spiritually immature.

97. HOW CAN A CHURCH BECOME WISER?

By becoming more deeply formed by Scripture and Christlike character.
A wise church values:

Truth.

Prayer.

Qualified leadership.

Accountability.

Patient listening.

Sound doctrine.

Correction.

Protection of vulnerable people.

Multiple counselors.

Humility.

Transparency.

Discernment.

Testing of spiritual claims.

A church can possess impressive programs and still act foolishly.
98. WHAT IS THE FINAL GOAL OF WISDOM?

Not merely better decisions.
Not wealth.
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Not safety.

Not efficiency.

Not admiration.

Biblical wisdom leads toward knowing God and living faithfully before Him.
The New Testament brings this into sharp focus:

Christ is the wisdom of God.

The wisest life is therefore ultimately the life ordered around Jesus.

A SIMPLE BIBLICAL FRAMEWORK
WISDOM IS NOT:

Intelligence alone

A brilliant person can be foolish.

Information alone

Knowing facts does not guarantee right judgment.

A guarantee of an easy life

Job and Jesus make that impossible.

A secret code for discovering God's hidden plan
Scripture often gives principles rather than individualized predictions.
An infallible feeling

Strong impressions can be mistaken.

An untested spiritual claim

Scripture tells believers to test what they hear.

A proverb turned into an unconditional promise
Wisdom literature must be read according to genre.
Knowing why everything happens

Sometimes wisdom admits that the reason is unknown.

WISDOM DOES INCLUDE:

Fear of the Lord

Knowledge of God's truth

The Spirit's transforming work
Humility

Discernment

Testing

Teachability

Moral judgment

Wise counsel

Careful listening

Appropriate action

Trust when understanding reaches its limit

THE BIBLE'S WISDOM BOOKS AT A GLANCE

PROVERBS

Question: How does wise life ordinarily work under God's created moral order?

Emphasis: Patterns, choices, character, consequences, skillful living.

Safeguard: A proverb is generally not an unconditional promise.

JoB

Question: What happens when ordinary wisdom formulas seem unable to explain suffering?
Emphasis: Innocent suffering, limited human knowledge, God's greatness, humility.
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Safeguard: Do not confidently explain another person's suffering when God has not revealed the reason.

ECCLESIASTES

Question: What can human beings actually master in a fallen and mortal world?

Emphasis: Limits, mortality, unpredictability, meaning, enjoyment of God's gifts, fear of God.
Safeguard: Human control is far smaller than people imagine.

TOGETHER

Proverbs: Learn the patterns.

Job: Do not absolutize the patterns.

Ecclesiastes: Accept the limits.

Jesus: Follow the One in whom all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are found.

JESUS: THE WISDOM OF GOD

The Bible's wisdom storyline does not end with Solomon.
Someone greater than Solomon comes.
Jesus teaches with authority.

He understands hearts.

He answers traps.

He sees motives.

He exposes hypocrisy.

He welcomes children.

He confronts injustice.

He silences accusers.

He knows when to speak.

He knows when to remain silent.

He knows when to withdraw.

He knows when to act.

The Spirit of wisdom rests upon the Messiah.
And then Jesus goes to the cross.

From the world's perspective:

Weakness.

Shame.

Failure.

Foolishness.

From God's perspective:

Power.

Victory.

Redemption.

Wisdom.

The resurrection vindicates what the world could not recognize.

Memory Anchor
God's wisdom does not always look wise according to the world's standards. The cross proves it.

WHAT CAN BE SAID WITH CONFIDENCE?

Scripture clearly teaches:
1. God is perfectly wise.
2. God's understanding is limitless.
3. God does not need human counsel.
4. God never lacks information necessary to act wisely.
5. God's wisdom is consistent with His holy character.
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6. Creation displays God's wisdom.

7. The fear of the Lord is foundational to human wisdom.

8. God gives wisdom to those who ask.

9. Scripture forms wise people.

10. Wisdom is more than intelligence or information.

11. Proverbs generally describes patterns rather than unconditional guarantees.
12. Job warns against simplistic explanations of suffering.

13. Ecclesiastes exposes the limits of human control.

14. The Holy Spirit is associated with wisdom and understanding.

15. The Spirit helps believers know God and live according to His truth.

16. Scripture commands believers to test spiritual claims.

17. Spiritual gifts exist for the good of the Church, not personal superiority.

18. Human counsel can be valuable but remains fallible.

19. Personal impressions are not equal to Scripture.

20. Christians can learn genuine truths from people who do not share their faith.
21. Wisdom requires humility and teachability.

22. Wise Christians can disagree on prudential decisions.

23. God has not revealed the specific reason behind every event.

24. Jesus Christ is the wisdom of God.

25. The cross displays God's wisdom in a way fallen human wisdom did not expect.
26. All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are found in Christ.

FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION OR GROUP DISCUSSION

1. How is wisdom different from intelligence, knowledge, or experience?

2. Why does biblical wisdom begin with the fear of the Lord?

3. Which is more difficult personally: asking God for wisdom or accepting that He may not explain everything?

4. How should Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes be read together?

5. Why can a true theological statement still be used unwisely, as happened with Job's friends?

6. How does the cross challenge ordinary human definitions of wisdom, strength, and success?

7. What is the difference between biblical discernment and simply having a strong feeling about something?

8. Why does Scripture tell Christians both not to despise spiritual claims and to test them carefully?

9. Have phrases such as "God told me," "I have peace about it," or "God opened the door" ever been given more certainty than Scripture
warrants? How might those ideas be expressed more carefully?

10. What practical steps can help someone make a wise decision when Scripture does not command one particular choice?

11. Why is admitting "l don't know" sometimes an expression of wisdom rather than weakness?

12. How can God's wisdom be trusted when circumstances do not make sense?

13. In what area of life is greater wisdom currently needed, and what would seeking that wisdom biblically look like?

REVIEW
CAN YOU EXPLAIN THESE?

Wisdom

Right understanding joined to right judgment and faithful action.

Knowledge

Awareness or understanding of truth and reality.

Omniscience

The theological term for God's complete knowledge.

Fear of the Lord

Reverent awe, humility, trust, and submission before God.

Discernment

The ability to distinguish rightly between truth and error, good and evil, wisdom and foolishness.
Prudence

Wise practical judgment about appropriate actions and means.

Conscience

Inner moral awareness that can accuse or excuse but must itself be formed by truth.
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Wisdom literature

Biblical writings particularly concerned with wise living, human limits, suffering, meaning, and life before God.
Counterfactual knowledge

Knowledge of what would occur under circumstances different from those that actually occur.

Molinism

A theological framework associated with Luis de Molina that uses "middle knowledge" to explain God's providence and free creaturely
choices.

Continuationism

The view that the supernatural gifts described in the New Testament continue within the Church today.

Cessationism

The view that at least some revelatory or sign gifts had a foundational role associated particularly with the apostolic era.
Common grace

A theological term for God's goodness broadly experienced by humanity, including gifts and restraints that benefit human life.
Mystery

A truth or reality whose full explanation God has not revealed - not permission for contradiction or careless thinking.

A BIBLE-STUDY PATH
Trace God's Wisdom Through Scripture

Genesis 1-2 - God wisely orders creation.

Genesis 37-50 - God works through Joseph's circumstances toward preservation and redemption.
Deuteronomy 4:5-8 - God's instruction displays wisdom before the nations.

1 Kings 3:3-28 - Solomon asks for wisdom.

1 Kings 4:29-34 - God gives Solomon extraordinary wisdom.

Job 1-2 - the reader sees realities Job cannot see.

Job 28 - where can wisdom be found?

Job 38-42 - God exposes the limits of human understanding.

Psalm 104 - creation displays God's wisdom.

Psalm 111 - the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.

Psalm 119:97-105 - God's Word gives understanding.

Proverbs 1-9 - wisdom calls people toward life.

Proverbs 3:1-26 - trust God rather than making human understanding ultimate.
Proverbs 8 - poetic personification of Wisdom.

Proverbs 22:17-24:22 - wisdom instructions with notable ancient Near Eastern parallels.
Ecclesiastes 1-3 - human striving and God's ordering of time.

Ecclesiastes 7 - wisdom amid a difficult world.

Ecclesiastes 12:9-14 - fear God at the conclusion of the matter.

Isaiah 11:1-5 - the Spirit of wisdom rests upon the Messiah.

Isaiah 40:12-31 - no one teaches or counsels God.

Isaiah 55:6-11 - God's ways transcend human ways.

Daniel 2:20-23 - wisdom and power belong to God.

Matthew 7:24-27 - wisdom hears and obeys Jesus.

Matthew 11:25-30 - divine truth overturns human expectations.

Matthew 12:38-42 - One greater than Solomon has come.

Luke 2:41-52 - Jesus grows in wisdom in His humanity.

Romans 11:33-36 - the depth of God's wisdom and knowledge.

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 - Christ crucified is the wisdom and power of God.

1 Corinthians 2 - God reveals His wisdom through the Spirit.

1 Corinthians 12-14 - wisdom, knowledge, spiritual gifts, discernment, and order in the Church.
Ephesians 1:15-23 - Paul prays for the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in knowing God.
Colossians 2:1-5 - all treasures of wisdom and knowledge are found in Christ.
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1 Thessalonians 5:19-22 - do not despise; test everything; hold fast to what is good.
James 1:2-8 - ask God for wisdom.

James 3:13-18 - wisdom from above and earthly wisdom contrasted.

1 John 4:1-6 - test the spirits rather than believing every spiritual claim.

WHERE CAN | LEARN MORE?

These resources can help readers explore biblical wisdom more deeply. They should be used as study aids rather than replacements for
Scripture.

BIBLICAL WISDOM LITERATURE

Read Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes together rather than allowing one book to flatten the others.

Proverbs emphasizes the patterns of wise life.

Job challenges simplistic explanations.

Ecclesiastes explores human limits, mortality, and life in a world that cannot be controlled.

For historical context, readers interested in the ancient Near Eastern background of Proverbs may also examine discussions of the Egyptian
Instruction of Amenemope and its relationship to Proverbs 22:17-24:22.

Historical parallels should illuminate the biblical text rather than replace its theological message.

AUGUSTINE
Augustine, Confessions repeatedly explores the difference between creaturely limitation and the wisdom and knowledge of God.

THOMAS AQUINAS

Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae, particularly First Part, Questions 14 and 22, provides an influential classical Christian treatment of
God's knowledge and providence.

REFORMED TRADITION

The Westminster Confession of Faith, chapter 2, discusses God and His attributes, including His infinite wisdom and knowledge.

The Westminster Confession of Faith, chapter 5, addresses divine providence and God's governance of creation.

These provide a classic Reformed formulation rather than biblical authority.

WESLEYAN / ARMINIAN TRADITION

Jacobus Arminius, Declaration of Sentiments provides an important primary source for Arminius's understanding of divine knowledge,
providence, grace, and human response.

John Wesley's sermons, including his teaching on the means of grace, Christian perfection, Scriptural Christianity, and practical holiness,
provide examples of wisdom understood within a Wesleyan framework of grace and discipleship.

MOLINIST TRADITION

Luis de Molina, On Divine Foreknowledge provides historical background for the theological framework now called Molinism and its
account of divine knowledge and free creaturely action.

SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Christians seeking to understand continuationist and cessationist approaches should compare representative advocates from both
perspectives while returning carefully to passages such as Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12-14, Ephesians 4, and 1 Peter 4.

For a continuationist perspective, Wayne Grudem's writings on prophecy and spiritual gifts provide an influential evangelical
argument that certain New Testament gifts continue while remaining subordinate to Scripture. Craig Keener's work on the Holy Spirit and
contemporary accounts of miraculous activity provides another substantial continuationist perspective.

For a cessationist perspective, Richard B. Gaffin Jr., Perspectives on Pentecost, presents a classic Reformed argument concerning
the foundational role of apostolic and revelatory gifts. Thomas R. Schreiner's writings on spiritual gifts offer a more recent evangelical
cessationist treatment.

These authors do not represent every continuationist or cessationist position, and significant diversity exists within both categories.
Listing representative sources does not mean 3Nails endorses every conclusion. Compare the arguments carefully and return
continually to Scripture.

ROMAN CATHOLIC TRADITION

Catechism of the Catholic Church, particularly sections 268-324 on God's omnipotence, creation, and providence, discusses God's
wisdom in creating and governing the world.

EASTERN CHRISTIAN TRADITION

John of Damascus, An Exact Exposition of the Orthodox Faith provides an important historic Eastern Christian treatment of God's
knowledge, providence, and divine attributes.
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Resource Safeguard

Listing a resource does not mean 3Nails endorses every theological position, interpretation, argument, publication, or conclusion it
contains. Scripture remains the authority. Read widely enough to understand Christian discussions accurately - but continually
return to the biblical text.

FINAL REFLECTION

Everyone eventually reaches the limits of personal wisdom.

A diagnosis that was not expected.

A relationship that cannot be repaired alone.

A decision with no obvious answer.

A prayer that seems unanswered.

A door that closes.

A plan that fails.

A loss that cannot be explained.

A season in which God's direction seems difficult to see.

Human beings naturally want the map.

God often gives something deeper:

Himself.

Job wanted an explanation.

God revealed His greatness.

Solomon asked for wisdom.

God became the source of it.

The Teacher in Ecclesiastes explored what human beings could master and discovered how small that territory really is.
Isaiah looked forward to a Messiah upon whom the Spirit of wisdom and understanding would rest.
Then Jesus came.

The One greater than Solomon.

The wisdom of God in human flesh.

And the supreme revelation of divine wisdom did not initially look wise at all.
Jesus was rejected.

Betrayed.

Condemned.

Mocked.

Crucified.

The world looked at the cross and saw weakness.

God was accomplishing redemption.

The world saw shame.

God was defeating sin.

The world saw death.

Resurrection was coming.

That matters when God's wisdom cannot be seen in present circumstances.
Christian faith does not require saying:

"l understand why this happened."

It does not require pretending every decision is easy.

It does not require interpreting every coincidence as a message.

It does not require turning feelings into revelation.

It does not require accepting every spiritual claim without testing it.

It does not require having an explanation for another person's suffering.
It allows something humbler and stronger:

"l do not know everything God knows."

"l cannot see everything God sees."
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"l do not understand every part of His providence."

"But the God whose wisdom | am trusting has already revealed His character in Jesus Christ."
The cross means apparent defeat may not be defeat.

The resurrection means death does not receive the final word.

And Scripture's story means history is not moving toward a destination God has failed to anticipate.
So ask for wisdom.

Study Scripture.

Listen carefully.

Receive correction.

Seek counsel.

Test spiritual claims.

Examine motives.

Think deeply.

Act faithfully.

And when human understanding reaches its limit, remember:

God's does not.

Final Memory Anchor

God sees what cannot be seen, knows what cannot be known, and understands what cannot yet be understood.

Read Romans 11:33-36 one more time.
Then remember:
The God whose wisdom is beyond tracing has made Himself known in Jesus Christ.
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