
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

BIBLE FOUNDATIONS

Has Everyone Heard?
The Gospel, the Nations, and the Unreached

The Short Answer

No. The Gospel has traveled farther across the world than at any previous point in history, yet billions of people live within
communities where meaningful access to the Gospel remains limited. But the question is more complicated than simply asking
whether Christianity exists in every country.

Genesis 12:1-3 · Matthew 28:18-20 · Romans 10:13-17 · Revelation 7:9-10

Opening Memory Anchor

The Gospel is for every person, among every people, because Jesus is Lord of all.
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BIBLE FOUNDATIONS

God’s Love
Knowing the God Who Is Love

The Short Answer

God does not merely do loving things. God is love. Everything God does flows from who He perfectly is. His love is holy, truthful,
faithful, patient, generous, compassionate, and just. Scripture reveals the astonishing depth of God’s love most clearly in Jesus
Christ.

Exodus 34:6-7 · Psalm 103:8-13 · John 3:16 · Romans 5:6-8 · 8:31-39 · 1 John 4:7-10

Opening Memory Anchor

God does not merely do loving things. God is love—and Jesus shows us what His love looks like.
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WELCOME
“God loves you” may be one of the most familiar statements in Christianity.
It can also be one of the easiest to misunderstand.
What does God’s love actually mean?
Does God love everyone?
Does God love everyone in exactly the same way?
If God is love, why does He judge sin?
How can God be both loving and angry?
Does obedience make God love someone more?
Can failure make Him love someone less?
Why does a loving God allow suffering?
What does it mean when Scripture says God disciplines those He loves?
What about passages saying God “hated” someone?
And what does human love teach—or sometimes fail to teach—about the love of God?
These questions matter because Christians should not define God’s love according to culture, emotion, personal experience, or preference.
God Himself reveals what His love is like.
And the clearest revelation is Jesus Christ.
1. WHAT IS LOVE?
The Bible describes love through commitment, action, affection, sacrifice, truth, faithfulness, mercy, patience, generosity, and seeking another’s good.
Biblical love is therefore more than an emotion.
Feelings can accompany love, but love is not limited to feelings.
God’s love acts.
God creates.
Provides.
Protects.
Warns.
Corrects.
Forgives.
Rescues.
Gives.
And ultimately sends His Son.
Read Psalm 103; John 3:16; 1 Corinthians 13:4–7; 1 John 4:9–10.
2. WHAT DOES “GOD IS LOVE” MEAN?
First John 4:8 says:
“God is love.”
This is one of Scripture’s most profound descriptions of God.
It does not mean:
“Love is God.”
Nor does it mean human beings may define love however they wish and then require God to conform to that definition.
Instead:
God’s character defines perfect love.
To understand love rightly, Christians look to who God has revealed Himself to be.
Read 1 John 4:7–21.
3. IS LOVE THE ONLY THING TRUE ABOUT GOD?
No.
Scripture also says God is:

• holy,
• righteous,
• just,
• faithful,
• merciful,
• gracious,
• truthful,
• wise,

and good.
These attributes do not compete with one another.
God does not sometimes act lovingly and other times stop being loving so He can become just.
Nor does He temporarily stop being holy in order to show mercy.
Everything God does is consistent with His entire character.

Memory Anchor

God’s love is always holy, and His holiness is never unloving.
4. DID GOD BEGIN LOVING WHEN HE CREATED PEOPLE?
No.
God did not create humanity because He was lonely or needed someone to love Him.
Before creation, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit eternally existed in perfect divine fellowship.
Jesus speaks of the Father loving Him before the creation of the world.
God therefore did not create because something was missing within Him.
Creation flows from divine generosity, not divine need.
Read John 17:20–26; Acts 17:24–25.
5. IS GOD’S LOVE TRINITARIAN?
Yes.
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The Bible reveals one God who eternally exists as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
The Father loves the Son.
The Son loves the Father and willingly obeys Him.
The Spirit glorifies the Son and pours God’s love into believers’ hearts.
Christian love therefore begins not with human beings but with the triune God Himself.
Read John 3:35; 5:20; 14:31; 17:24; Romans 5:5.
6. HOW DOES CREATION REVEAL GOD’S LOVE?
Creation reveals God’s goodness and generosity.
God creates a world filled with life, beauty, order, abundance, relationship, purpose, food, and joy.
Human beings are created in His image and given dignity and responsibility.
Before humanity has accomplished anything, God generously gives.
Read Genesis 1–2; Psalm 8; 104.
7. DID GOD STOP LOVING HUMANITY AFTER THE FALL?
No.
Human rebellion brought real judgment and alienation from God.
But Genesis 3 does not end with God abandoning humanity.
God seeks Adam and Eve.
He confronts their sin.
He judges evil.
He clothes them.
And within the judgment comes the first glimpse of the coming defeat of the serpent.
The Bible’s rescue story begins immediately after humanity’s rebellion.
Read Genesis 3.
8. DOES LOVE MEAN GOD IGNORES SIN?
No.
A God who simply ignored evil would not be loving toward those harmed by it.
Imagine a judge who looked at violence, exploitation, abuse, murder, or oppression and said:
“Love means none of this matters.”
That would not be love.
It would be injustice.
God’s love does not require Him to pretend evil is harmless.
Read Psalm 5:4–6; Isaiah 5:20; Romans 1:18.
9. HOW CAN GOD LOVE PEOPLE AND STILL JUDGE THEM?
Because love and justice are not opposites.
A loving God values what is good and opposes what destroys His creatures.
God’s judgment shows that evil matters.
His patience shows that He is merciful.
His call to repentance shows that He desires sinners to turn from destruction.
And the cross reveals how seriously God takes both sin and salvation.
Read Ezekiel 18:23; Romans 2:4; 3:21–26.
10. HOW DID GOD SHOW LOVE TO NOAH?
Human violence had filled the earth.
God judged the world through the flood, but He preserved Noah and his family and established a covenant afterward.
God promised never again to destroy all life through a flood and gave the rainbow as the covenant sign.
Even within a story of judgment, Scripture shows preservation, covenant, patience, and continued commitment to creation.
Read Genesis 6–9.
11. HOW DID GOD SHOW LOVE TO ABRAHAM?
God called Abraham and made extraordinary promises.
Through Abraham’s family, God would bring blessing to all the families of the earth.
God’s relationship with Abraham was therefore never merely about one man receiving personal blessings.
It belonged to a much larger rescue plan.
Read Genesis 12:1–3; 15; 17; 22:15–18.
12. WHY DID GOD CHOOSE ISRAEL?
Deuteronomy gives a remarkable answer.
God tells Israel that He did not choose them because they were larger or more impressive than other nations.
They were actually small.
God set His affection upon them because He loved them and remained faithful to His covenant.
Grace—not human greatness—stands at the beginning of Israel’s story.
Read Deuteronomy 7:6–9.
13. DOES GOD’S LOVE FOR ISRAEL MEAN HE DID NOT CARE ABOUT OTHER NATIONS?
No.
God’s covenant relationship with Israel was unique, but His purposes always extended beyond Israel.
God promised Abraham that all nations would be blessed through him.
The Old Testament repeatedly shows God’s concern for outsiders and nations.
The prophets anticipate nations coming to worship the Lord.
And Jesus ultimately sends His disciples to make disciples of all nations.
Read Genesis 12:3; Isaiah 49:6; Jonah 4:10–11; Matthew 28:18–20.
14. WHAT DOES GOD’S COVENANT LOVE MEAN?
The Old Testament frequently describes God’s steadfast love.
This love is loyal, committed, merciful, and faithful.
It is not fragile affection that disappears whenever circumstances change.
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God binds Himself to His promises and acts according to His faithful character.
Read Exodus 34:6–7; Psalm 136.
15. WHAT DOES EXODUS 34 REVEAL ABOUT GOD’S LOVE?
After Israel’s terrible sin with the golden calf, God reveals His name and character to Moses.
He describes Himself as:

• compassionate,
• gracious,
• slow to anger,

abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,
• forgiving,

and also just.
This passage becomes one of the Old Testament’s most important descriptions of God.
Notice again:
mercy and justice appear together.
Read Exodus 34:5–7.
16. WHAT DOES “SLOW TO ANGER” MEAN?
It means God is patient.
He does not respond with uncontrolled rage.
His anger is not impulsive, sinful, or emotionally unstable.
Scripture repeatedly describes God as slow to anger because He gives people opportunity to repent.
But patience should not be mistaken for indifference.
God’s patience with evil does not mean evil will never be judged.
Read Numbers 14:18; Psalm 103:8–10; Romans 2:4–5; 2 Peter 3:9.
17. DOES GOD GET ANGRY?
Yes.
Scripture repeatedly speaks of God’s righteous anger toward sin and evil.
This can make people uncomfortable because human anger is so often selfish, uncontrolled, cruel, or destructive.
God’s anger is not like sinful human rage.
His wrath is His holy opposition to evil.
A God who genuinely loves what is good must oppose what destroys it.
18. IS GOD’S WRATH THE OPPOSITE OF HIS LOVE?
Not in the simplistic sense people sometimes assume.
God’s wrath flows from His holy character.
Because God loves goodness, justice, truth, and His creatures, He opposes evil.
The cross brings these truths together with extraordinary clarity.
God does not ignore sin.
Nor does He abandon sinners without hope.
Read Romans 3:21–26; 5:6–11.

Memory Anchor

God’s love does not make evil insignificant. It makes redemption astonishing.
19. HOW DID GOD SHOW LOVE DURING THE EXODUS?
God heard Israel’s cries under slavery.
He remembered His covenant.
He confronted Pharaoh.
He delivered His people.
He brought them through the sea.
He provided food and water.
He gave them His law.
And He came to dwell among them.
The Exodus reveals a God who sees suffering and acts to rescue.
Read Exodus 2:23–25; 3:7–10; 6:2–8; 14–16.
20. WAS GIVING THE LAW AN ACT OF LOVE?
Yes.
Modern readers may think of commandments only as restrictions.
But Scripture presents God’s law as a gift teaching Israel how to live as His covenant people.
The commandments taught them how to worship God and how to treat one another.
God’s law protected life, family, property, truth, justice, worship, and community.
Read Deuteronomy 6:1–9; Psalm 19:7–11.
21. WHAT IS THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT?
Jesus says the greatest commandment is:
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength.
The second is:
Love your neighbor as yourself.
Jesus says the Law and Prophets hang upon these commands.
Biblical obedience is therefore deeply relational.
God’s people are called to love God and love others.
Read Deuteronomy 6:4–5; Leviticus 19:18; Matthew 22:34–40.
22. DOES LOVE REPLACE GOD’S COMMANDMENTS?
No.
Jesus does not place love against obedience.
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He connects them.
Love fulfills the moral purpose toward which God’s commands point.
A person cannot rightly say:
“I am loving”
while deliberately practicing cruelty, dishonesty, adultery, exploitation, hatred, or injustice.
Biblical love has moral content.
Read John 14:15; Romans 13:8–10; 1 John 5:2–3.
23. DOES GOD LOVE LIKE A FATHER?
Yes.
Scripture uses fatherly imagery to describe God’s relationship with His people.
God’s fatherhood includes:

• care,
• compassion,
• provision,
• instruction,
• protection,
• authority,

and discipline.
Psalm 103 says:
“As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him.”
Read Psalm 103:8–14; Matthew 6:25–34.
24. WHAT IF SOMEONE HAD A TERRIBLE FATHER?
Human fathers do not define God.
Some fathers are loving and trustworthy.
Others may be absent, neglectful, controlling, abusive, unpredictable, or cruel.
For someone wounded by a father, calling God “Father” may initially be difficult rather than comforting.
Scripture does not ask anyone to pretend human failure was good.
Instead, God reveals what perfect fatherhood actually is.

Pastoral Safeguard

God should not be interpreted through the worst behavior of people who misrepresented love.
Human fathers are measured against God’s character.
God is not measured against theirs.
25. DOES GOD LOVE LIKE A MOTHER?
Scripture normally identifies God as Father rather than Mother, especially in Jesus’ teaching and the New Testament’s language of adoption.
Yet Scripture also uses maternal imagery to describe aspects of God’s care.
God compares His comfort to a mother comforting her child.
He describes His faithfulness as greater than that of a nursing mother who might forget her baby.
Jesus compares His desire to gather Jerusalem to a hen gathering chicks beneath her wings.
These images reveal tenderness and protective care without replacing the Bible’s revealed name of Father.
Read Isaiah 49:15; 66:13; Matthew 23:37.
26. DOES GOD DISCIPLINE PEOPLE HE LOVES?
Yes.
Hebrews 12 teaches that God disciplines His children.
Discipline is not identical with rejection.
Healthy discipline seeks correction, maturity, and holiness.
God’s discipline should never be compared casually with human abuse.
Abuse harms for selfish, cruel, or controlling purposes.
God’s discipline is holy and directed toward His children’s good.
Read Proverbs 3:11–12; Hebrews 12:5–11.
27. DOES SUFFERING MEAN GOD IS DISCIPLINING SOMEONE?
Not necessarily.
This distinction is extremely important.
Scripture does show occasions when suffering is connected to discipline or consequences.
But it also shows righteous people suffering for reasons unrelated to personal punishment.
Job suffered despite his friends’ accusations.
A man in John 9 was born blind, and Jesus rejected the assumption that his condition resulted from his or his parents’ particular sin.
Christians should therefore be extremely cautious about declaring why another person is suffering.
Read Job 1–2; John 9:1–5.
28. HOW DID DAVID EXPERIENCE GOD’S LOVE?
David experienced God as:

• Shepherd,
• refuge,
• deliverer,
• forgiver,
• King,
• protector,

and covenant Lord.
He also experienced correction and painful consequences after serious sin.
David’s life shows that God’s love is not sentimental indulgence.
God can forgive deeply while still taking sin seriously.
Read Psalm 23; Psalm 51; Psalm 103.
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29. WHAT DID GOD PROMISE DAVID?
God promised David an enduring royal line.
The promise eventually points beyond David’s immediate descendants toward the Messiah.
The prophets continued anticipating a righteous Davidic King even after Israel’s monarchy collapsed.
The New Testament identifies Jesus as the promised Son of David.
Read 2 Samuel 7:8–16; Isaiah 9:6–7; Luke 1:30–33.
30. HOW DID THE PROPHETS DESCRIBE GOD’S LOVE?
The prophets often use deeply relational imagery.
God is portrayed as:

• a Father,
a husband betrayed by an unfaithful people,

• a shepherd,
• a healer,

and the One who refuses to abandon His redemptive purposes.
These images can be emotionally intense because Israel’s idolatry is portrayed as covenant betrayal.
Yet again and again God calls His people to return.
Read Isaiah 54:4–10; Jeremiah 31:1–3; Hosea 11:1–9.
31. WHAT DOES HOSEA TEACH ABOUT GOD’S LOVE?
Hosea uses the painful image of marital unfaithfulness to portray Israel’s spiritual betrayal.
Israel repeatedly turns toward idols.
God’s covenant love remains astonishingly persistent.
But Hosea should not be used to tell someone they must remain indefinitely in an abusive or dangerous marriage because “God never gives up.”
The prophetic marriage imagery describes God’s covenant relationship with Israel.
It is not permission to ignore biblical wisdom, justice, safety, or legitimate boundaries in human relationships.
32. DOES LOVE ALWAYS MEAN STAYING CLOSE TO SOMEONE?
No.
Biblical love can include boundaries.
Jesus loved people perfectly, yet He did not entrust Himself to everyone.
He sometimes withdrew.
He confronted wrongdoing.
The apostles instructed churches to address serious unrepentant sin.
Love does not require unlimited access to another person.

Relationship Safeguard

Love does not require remaining in danger, enabling destructive behavior, or removing wise boundaries.
A person can desire someone’s good while also requiring distance, accountability, or protection.
33. IS FORGIVENESS THE SAME AS RECONCILIATION?
No.
They are related, but they are not identical.
Forgiveness releases personal vengeance and entrusts justice to God.
Reconciliation involves restoration of relationship.
That normally requires truth, repentance, and rebuilding trust.
A person may forgive someone while reconciliation remains impossible, unsafe, or inappropriate.
Read Romans 12:17–21; Luke 17:3–4.
34. IS FORGIVENESS THE SAME AS TRUST?
No.
Forgiveness can be offered without immediately restoring trust.
Trust concerns whether someone is currently reliable.
When trust has been seriously broken, rebuilding it may require:

• repentance,
• truth,
• changed behavior,
• accountability,

and time.
Calling this unloving confuses grace with lack of wisdom.
35. WHAT DOES “LOVE YOUR ENEMIES” MEAN?
Jesus commands His followers to love their enemies and pray for those who persecute them.
This is one of Christianity’s most radical teachings.
Enemy-love rejects hatred, revenge, and the desire to destroy another person.
It seeks the other person’s genuine good before God.
But loving an enemy does not mean:

• approving evil,
• remaining in danger,
• refusing legal protection,
• preventing accountability,

or pretending trust exists when it does not.
Read Matthew 5:43–48; Romans 12:14–21.
36. DID JESUS LOVE HIS ENEMIES?
Yes.
Jesus prayed for those crucifying Him.
He showed mercy toward sinners.
He willingly gave His life for people who were alienated from God.

3Nails | God's Love | Knowing the God Who Is Love Beginner Guide V1 6

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.



Romans says Christ died for sinners while they were still enemies.
Christian enemy-love is therefore rooted in the Gospel itself.
Read Luke 23:32–34; Romans 5:6–10.
37. HOW DOES JESUS REVEAL GOD’S LOVE?
Jesus does not merely teach about God’s love.
He embodies and reveals it.
Jesus:

• welcomes children,
• touches lepers,
• eats with sinners,
• shows compassion to crowds,
• weeps with grieving people,
• confronts hypocrisy,
• forgives sinners,
• speaks truth,
• serves His disciples,

and ultimately gives His life.
To ask:
“What does God’s love look like?”
the Christian answer is:
Look at Jesus.
Read John 1:14–18; 14:8–11.

Memory Anchor

Jesus is not an exception to what God is like. Jesus reveals what God is like.
38. WHAT DOES JOHN 3:16 TEACH ABOUT GOD’S LOVE?
John 3:16 says God loved the world and gave His only Son so that whoever believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life.
Notice the movement:
God loved.
Therefore:
God gave.
Biblical love moves toward rescue at tremendous cost.
The verse does not say humanity was lovable enough to earn Christ.
It says God loved and gave.
Read John 3:14–21.
39. WHAT DOES “THE WORLD” MEAN IN JOHN 3:16?
John often uses “world” to describe humanity in rebellion and darkness.
That makes the verse even more striking.
God does not love a morally innocent world.
He loves a world that needs rescue.
The wonder of John 3:16 is not merely how large the world is.
It is how undeserving the world is—and how great God’s gift is.
40. DOES GOD LOVE SINNERS?
Yes.
Romans 5 says:
“God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
God did not wait until sinners repaired themselves.
Christ came because they could not rescue themselves.
Grace begins with God.
Read Romans 5:6–11.
41. DOES GOD’S LOVE MEAN EVERYONE IS AUTOMATICALLY SAVED?
No.
Scripture speaks broadly and genuinely of God’s love and saving invitation.
It also repeatedly calls people to repent and believe the Gospel.
Jesus warns about judgment.
The apostles call people to reconciliation with God.
God’s love should never be turned into:
“Therefore, responding to Christ does not matter.”
The same Gospel that announces divine love calls people to receive God’s salvation through faith.
Read John 3:16–21, 36; Acts 17:30–31; 2 Corinthians 5:18–21.
42. WHAT IS THE GREATEST DEMONSTRATION OF GOD’S LOVE?
The cross.
Jesus says:
“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”
First John says God showed His love by sending His Son so that sinners might live through Him.
The cross is not merely a symbol of love.
It is God’s saving action in history.
Read John 15:13; Romans 5:8; 1 John 4:9–10.
43. DID THE FATHER LOVE US WHILE JESUS HAD TO CONVINCE HIM TO?
No.
This is a serious distortion of the Gospel.
Jesus does not rescue humanity from a Father who did not want to save.
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The Father sends the Son because God loves.
The Son willingly gives Himself because He loves.
The Holy Spirit applies Christ’s saving work and pours God’s love into believers’ hearts.
Salvation is the work of the triune God.
Read John 3:16–17; 10:17–18; Romans 5:5; Hebrews 9:14.
44. DID JESUS GO TO THE CROSS WILLINGLY?
Yes.
Jesus says no one takes His life from Him; He lays it down willingly.
In Gethsemane, Jesus genuinely experiences anguish while submitting Himself to the Father’s will.
The cross is therefore not the Father punishing an unwilling Son.
The eternal Son willingly gives Himself in accordance with the saving purpose of the triune God.
Read John 10:14–18; Matthew 26:36–46; Galatians 2:20.
45. HOW DOES THE RESURRECTION REVEAL GOD’S LOVE?
The cross is not the end of the Gospel.
God raised Jesus from the dead.
The resurrection means:

• death does not win,
• Jesus is vindicated,
• sin’s dominion has been broken,
• believers have living hope,

and those who belong to Christ will also be raised.
God’s love does not merely comfort people while death wins forever.
God defeats death.
Read Romans 6:4–10; 1 Corinthians 15; 1 Peter 1:3–5.
46. HOW DOES SOMEONE RECEIVE GOD’S SAVING LOVE?
The Gospel calls people to repent and believe in Jesus Christ.
Salvation is not earned through moral performance.
It is received by grace through faith.
Christians obey because they have been rescued—not to purchase God’s rescue.
Read Mark 1:14–15; John 1:12–13; Ephesians 2:1–10.
47. DOES GOD LOVE CHRISTIANS BECAUSE THEY ARE GOOD ENOUGH?
No.
Christian identity begins with grace.
God does not look for people who have finally become worthy enough to deserve Christ.
Christ came for sinners.
Believers are loved in Christ.
They are forgiven, adopted, reconciled, and brought into God’s family through grace.
Read Romans 5:6–11; Ephesians 1:3–8; Titus 3:3–7.
48. CAN A CHRISTIAN MAKE GOD LOVE THEM MORE BY PERFORMING BETTER?
Christians can please God through faithful obedience.
Scripture also warns that sin grieves Him.
So a believer’s actions genuinely matter within the relationship.
But obedience should not be imagined as purchasing increasing amounts of divine love.
The Christian does not wake each morning trying to earn a place in God’s family.
Obedience grows from grace.
It does not create grace.
49. DOES FAILURE MAKE GOD STOP LOVING A CHRISTIAN?
The New Testament gives extraordinary assurance to those who belong to Christ.
Romans 8 asks what can separate believers from Christ’s love.
The answer includes:

• trouble,
• hardship,
• persecution,
• danger,
• spiritual powers,
• life,

and death.
Nothing in creation can separate believers from God’s love in Christ Jesus.
Read Romans 8:31–39.
This assurance is not permission to embrace sin.
It is security for people whose hope rests in Christ.
50. WHAT IF A CHRISTIAN KEEPS FAILING?
Christians still sin.
They need ongoing repentance, confession, correction, and grace.
First John warns against denying sin while also assuring believers that Jesus is their advocate.
Christian growth does not mean reaching a point where grace is no longer needed.
The answer to failure is not:
“God must hate me now.”
Nor is it:
“Sin does not matter.”
The biblical response is:
confess, repent, receive grace, and continue following Christ.
Read 1 John 1:5–2:2.
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51. WHAT IS ADOPTION?
The New Testament describes salvation using the beautiful language of adoption.
Those who belong to Christ are not merely pardoned criminals.
They are welcomed into God’s family.
The Spirit enables believers to cry:
“Abba, Father.”
Adoption communicates belonging, relationship, inheritance, and love.
Read Romans 8:14–17; Galatians 4:4–7; Ephesians 1:3–6.
52. HOW DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT HELP CHRISTIANS KNOW GOD’S LOVE?
The Holy Spirit plays an essential role in bringing believers into the lived reality of God’s love.
Romans 5 says:
“God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.”
The Spirit does not create a different love from the love revealed in Jesus.
He makes the reality of God’s love known and active within God’s people.
The Spirit:
assures believers that they are God’s children,
helps them know what God has freely given them,
produces love as fruit in their lives,
forms them increasingly into Christ’s likeness,

• and
strengthens their communion with the Father through the Son.
Romans 8 says believers have received the Spirit of adoption, by whom they cry:
“Abba, Father.”
The Spirit Himself testifies that believers are God’s children.
This means Christianity is not merely knowing intellectually:
“God loves people.”
Through the Holy Spirit, those who belong to Christ are brought into a real relationship with the God who loves them.
That experience may sometimes include deep emotional awareness of God’s love.
At other times, believers may feel spiritually dry or emotionally numb.
The Spirit’s presence and work should not be measured only by feelings.
His fruit becomes visible over time as He forms Christlike love within God’s people.
Read Romans 5:1–5; 8:14–17; 1 Corinthians 2:12; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Galatians 5:22–23.

Memory Anchor

The Father loves, the Son reveals and accomplishes that love, and the Spirit assures, applies, and forms that love in God’s people.
53. WHAT IF SOMEONE DOESN’T FEEL LOVED BY GOD?
Feelings matter, but they do not determine God’s character.
Someone may struggle to feel loved because of:

• grief,
• shame,
• trauma,
• depression,
• rejection,
• abuse,
• spiritual dryness,
• past religious experiences,

or difficulty believing good things about themselves.
Christian faith does not require someone to manufacture an emotional feeling of being loved.
The foundation is objective:
Christ died and rose.
God’s love is demonstrated in what He has done.

Pastoral Safeguard

Never tell a wounded person:
“If you really believed, you would feel God’s love.”
Healing can take time.
God’s love is not measured by emotional intensity.
54. DOES GOD’S LOVE MEAN HE WILL GIVE CHRISTIANS EVERYTHING THEY ASK FOR?
No.
A loving parent does not demonstrate love by granting every request.
Likewise, Scripture never defines God’s love as unlimited fulfillment of human desires.
Paul asked for his thorn to be removed.
God did not remove it.
Jesus prayed in Gethsemane and submitted to the Father’s will.
God’s refusal of a request is not automatically evidence of rejection.
Read Matthew 26:36–46; 2 Corinthians 12:7–10.
55. WHY DOES A LOVING GOD ALLOW SUFFERING?
This is one of Christianity’s deepest questions.
Scripture gives many pieces of the answer:

• creation is fallen,
human beings commit genuine evil,
suffering can result from human choices,
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• creation itself groans,
God can bring good from evil without calling evil good,
suffering can produce perseverance and maturity,
Jesus entered suffering Himself,

• God promises final justice,
• resurrection is coming,

and creation will ultimately be renewed.
But Scripture does not reveal the specific reason behind every individual tragedy.
Christians should resist inventing explanations God has not given.
56. DOES SUFFERING PROVE GOD DOESN’T LOVE SOMEONE?
No.
The cross permanently destroys that assumption.
Jesus is the beloved Son.
Yet Jesus suffered.
The apostles were loved by God.
Yet many suffered severely.
Paul endured persecution, imprisonment, beatings, and hardship while remaining deeply confident of Christ’s love.
Therefore:
suffering cannot automatically mean lack of divine love.
Read Romans 8:31–39; 2 Corinthians 11:23–29.
57. WHERE IS GOD’S LOVE WHEN SOMEONE IS SUFFERING?
Sometimes God delivers.
Sometimes He heals.
Sometimes circumstances change.
Sometimes they do not.
But Scripture repeatedly shows God meeting people within suffering.
He hears lament.
He gives grace.
He provides community.
He sustains hope.
And in Jesus, God has entered human suffering personally.
Christianity does not point suffering people toward a distant God who has never experienced pain.
It points to the crucified and risen Christ.
58. DOES “GOD WORKS ALL THINGS FOR GOOD” MEAN EVERYTHING IS GOOD?
No.
Romans 8:28 does not call evil good.
The surrounding chapter acknowledges:

• suffering,
• weakness,
• groaning,
• persecution,
• danger,

and death.
God’s promise is greater:
evil cannot ultimately defeat His redemptive purposes for those who belong to Christ.
Read Romans 8:18–39.
59. HOW SHOULD CHRISTIANS RESPOND TO SOMEONE WHO IS SUFFERING?
With love.
Sometimes love speaks.
Sometimes love listens.
Sometimes love brings food.
Sometimes love sits quietly.
Sometimes love gives money.
Sometimes love provides transportation.
Sometimes love helps someone find professional support.
Sometimes love simply weeps.
Romans says:
“Mourn with those who mourn.”
Do not use theological truth as a shortcut around compassion.
Read Job 2:11–13; Romans 12:15.
60. DOES GOD LOVE EVERY PERSON?
Scripture speaks powerfully of God’s love and goodness toward humanity.
God loved the world.
He shows kindness even toward the ungrateful and wicked.
He desires repentance rather than destruction.
He provides rain and sun to both righteous and unrighteous people.
Every person bears God’s image and possesses God-given dignity.
Read Genesis 1:26–27; Matthew 5:43–48; John 3:16; Romans 2:4.
Part Two will examine more carefully why Scripture also speaks of God’s covenant, electing, fatherly, and redemptive love in particular ways.
For now, the beginner-level truth is clear:
No human being should be treated as worthless or beyond the reach of the Gospel.
61. SHOULD GOD’S LOVE FOR PEOPLE CHANGE HOW CHRISTIANS TREAT THEM?
Absolutely.
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John makes this connection directly.
If God loved His people sacrificially, they should love one another.
Christian love should cross boundaries of:

• status,
• wealth,
• race,
• nationality,
• age,
• ability,
• background,

and social importance.
The Church should be a community in which God’s love becomes visible through how believers treat one another.
Read John 13:34–35; 1 John 4:7–21.
62. WHAT IS THE “NEW COMMANDMENT”?
Jesus tells His disciples:
“Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”
The standard is no longer merely:
“Love others the way you naturally want to be loved.”
Jesus Himself becomes the model.
Christian love is:

• humble,
• serving,
• truthful,
• patient,
• sacrificial,

and willing to put another person’s good ahead of selfish ambition.
Read John 13:1–17, 34–35.
63. HOW WILL PEOPLE RECOGNIZE JESUS’ DISCIPLES?
Jesus says:
by their love for one another.
Not merely by:

• knowledge,
• political influence,
• large churches,
• impressive worship,
• spiritual gifts,

or public visibility.
Truth matters.
Doctrine matters.
Holiness matters.
But Jesus explicitly identifies love as a defining mark of His people.
64. WHAT DOES 1 CORINTHIANS 13 TEACH ABOUT LOVE?
Paul describes love as:

• patient,
• kind,
• not envious,
• not boastful,
• not proud,
• not dishonoring,
• not self-seeking,
• not easily angered,
• not keeping a record of wrongs,
• not delighting in evil,
• rejoicing with truth,
• protecting,
• trusting,
• hoping,

and persevering.
Importantly, this chapter appears in a discussion about spiritual gifts.
Paul’s point is striking:
Even spectacular spiritual activity becomes empty without love.
Read 1 Corinthians 12–14.
65. DOES LOVE MEAN NEVER CONFRONTING SOMEONE?
No.
Biblical love sometimes confronts.
Jesus confronted people.
Paul corrected churches.
Christians are instructed to restore someone caught in sin gently.
Love does not delight in another person’s wrongdoing.
First Corinthians 13 says love rejoices with the truth.
The question is not merely:
“Did I confront?”
It is also:
“Why, how, and toward what good?”
Read Matthew 18:15–17; Galatians 6:1–2; Ephesians 4:15.
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66. WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO “SPEAK THE TRUTH IN LOVE”?
Truth and love should not be separated.
Truth without love can become harshness.
What people call love without truth can become dishonesty or enabling.
Christian maturity requires both.
Paul describes believers speaking the truth in love as part of growing into Christlike maturity.
Read Ephesians 4:11–16.

Memory Anchor

Biblical love does not choose between truth and compassion. It holds them together.
67. DOES LOVING SOMEONE MEAN AFFIRMING EVERYTHING THEY BELIEVE OR DO?
No.
People often equate love with affirmation.
Scripture does not.
Jesus loved people while calling them to repentance.
Parents can love children while correcting them.
Friends can love one another while disagreeing.
Christians can treat every person with dignity, patience, kindness, and compassion without declaring every belief or behavior morally good.
At the same time, disagreement never gives Christians permission to become cruel, mocking, arrogant, or dehumanizing.
68. CAN SOMEONE HAVE CORRECT DOCTRINE WITHOUT LOVE?
Yes—and Scripture warns strongly against it.
The church in Ephesus was praised for discernment and perseverance but rebuked because it had abandoned its first love.
Paul says knowledge can produce pride while love builds up.
Correct doctrine is essential.
But biblical truth should produce love rather than arrogance.
Read 1 Corinthians 8:1–3; Revelation 2:1–7.
69. CAN SOMEONE BE LOVING WITHOUT TRUTH?
Human beings can certainly display genuine kindness and compassion without holding Christian beliefs.
But biblically, love cannot ultimately be separated from truth.
Love does not rejoice in wrongdoing.
Jesus is full of both grace and truth.
God’s love seeks genuine good, not merely immediate comfort or approval.
Read John 1:14–17; 1 Corinthians 13:6.
70. WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO LOVE GOD?
Loving God includes:

• trust,
• worship,
• obedience,
• desire for Him,
• gratitude,
• prayer,
• loyalty,

and delight in who He is.
Love for God is not merely saying:
“I love God.”
Jesus connects love with obedience.
Yet obedience is not cold rule-keeping designed to earn His affection.
It is the response of people who have first been loved by Him.
Read Deuteronomy 6:4–9; John 14:15; 1 John 4:19.
71. WHICH COMES FIRST—OUR LOVE FOR GOD OR HIS LOVE FOR US?
God’s love.
First John says:
“We love because he first loved us.”
Christianity does not begin with human beings climbing toward God through sufficient devotion.
God acts first.
God seeks.
God gives.
God saves.
Human love becomes a response to divine grace.
Read 1 John 4:9–19.
72. HOW CAN CHRISTIANS GROW IN LOVE?
Love grows through the work of the Holy Spirit and faithful obedience.
Christians can:

• remain in Christ,
• receive God’s Word,
• pray,
• serve,
• forgive,
• practice patience,
• give generously,
• listen carefully,
• confess selfishness,
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• bear one another’s burdens,
and intentionally seek another person’s good.
Love is both fruit of the Spirit and something Christians are repeatedly commanded to practice.
Read John 15:9–17; Galatians 5:22–23; Colossians 3:12–14.
73. WHAT IF SOMEONE IS DIFFICULT TO LOVE?
Christian love does not depend upon another person being easy to love.
That is one reason it requires grace.
But loving difficult people does not mean accepting destructive behavior.
Sometimes love looks like:
patience.
Sometimes forgiveness.
Sometimes confrontation.
Sometimes generosity.
Sometimes a boundary.
Sometimes distance.
Sometimes calling authorities.
Sometimes refusing to participate in dysfunction.
Wisdom asks what genuinely seeks the person’s good while honoring truth, justice, and safety.
74. DOES SELF-LOVE MATTER?
Jesus says:
“Love your neighbor as yourself.”
Scripture assumes a natural concern for one’s own well-being.
But the Bible does not teach self-centeredness, narcissism, or making personal fulfillment the highest good.
Christians are called to humility and self-sacrifice.
At the same time, humility does not mean believing oneself worthless.
Human beings bear God’s image.
Christians belong to Christ.
Healthy Christian humility neither worships the self nor despises the self.
75. IS IT WRONG TO RECEIVE LOVE FROM OTHER PEOPLE?
No.
Christianity is not meant to be lived in emotional isolation.
Believers are commanded not only to give but also to receive:

• encouragement,
• care,
• hospitality,
• prayer,
• service,
• correction,
• comfort,

and practical help.
Sometimes pride appears not in refusing to serve but in refusing to be served.
The Church is a body whose members need one another.
Read 1 Corinthians 12:12–27; Galatians 6:2.
76. HOW SHOULD GOD’S LOVE CHANGE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE?
Christian love should shape the closest human relationships.
Scripture calls family members toward:

• faithfulness,
• sacrificial care,
• patience,
• gentleness,
• truth,
• forgiveness,
• responsibility,

and mutual concern.
No biblical teaching about family authority gives anyone permission to abuse, dominate, terrorize, or exploit another person.
Christlike leadership is sacrificial.
Christian love seeks another person’s genuine good.
Read Ephesians 5:21–6:4; Colossians 3:12–21.
77. HOW SHOULD GOD’S LOVE CHANGE THE CHURCH?
The Church should become a community where:

• the lonely are welcomed,
• the grieving are comforted,
• the poor are remembered,
• the vulnerable are protected,
• sin is addressed truthfully,
• forgiveness is practiced,
• burdens are shared,
• hospitality is offered,
• gifts are used for others,

and Christ—not personality, power, status, or platform—is central.
But the Church does more than teach people that God loves them.
Jesus intends His people to become a visible community in which His love is actually practiced and displayed.
Jesus tells His disciples:
“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
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The shared life of the Church should therefore make something of Christ’s character visible to the world.
This includes:

• worshiping together,
• sharing life,
• serving,
• giving generously,
• bearing one another’s burdens,
• speaking truth,
• correcting gently,
• forgiving,
• welcoming outsiders,
• protecting vulnerable people,

and caring for practical needs.
First John makes the connection especially powerful:
If God has loved His people, they ought to love one another.
And as believers love one another, something of the God whom no one can see becomes visible through the life of His people.
The Church will never do this perfectly.
But Christian community should increasingly become a place where people do not merely hear about the love of Christ.
They encounter people learning to practice it.
Read John 13:34–35; Acts 2:42–47; Galatians 6:2; 1 John 4:11–12.

Memory Anchor

The Church should not merely proclaim God’s love. It should become a community in which Christ’s love can be seen.
78. DOES LOVE REQUIRE CARING FOR PHYSICAL NEEDS?
Yes.
James asks what good it is to offer religious words to someone lacking food or clothing while doing nothing about the need.
First John makes the same point.
If someone has material resources, sees a brother or sister in need, and refuses compassion, claims of love become questionable.
Biblical love becomes practical.
Read James 2:14–17; 1 John 3:16–18.
79. WHAT DOES LOVE HAVE TO DO WITH JUSTICE?
Love and justice belong together.
Biblical love cares about what happens to vulnerable people.
God repeatedly commands His people not to exploit the poor, widow, orphan, foreigner, or powerless.
Justice without love can become cold.
But supposed love without concern for injustice can become sentimental.
Read Isaiah 1:16–17; Micah 6:8; James 1:27.
80. WHAT IS THE GREATEST HUMAN EXAMPLE OF LOVE?
Jesus Christ.
He loves perfectly.
He serves humbly.
He speaks truth.
He welcomes outsiders.
He confronts hypocrisy.
He shows compassion.
He forgives.
He obeys the Father.
He lays down His life.
And He rises again.
Christian love is not defined primarily by cultural expectations.
It is shaped by Jesus.
81. CAN CHRISTIANS LOVE PERFECTLY IN THIS LIFE?
No.
Christians remain imperfect.
They can become selfish, impatient, defensive, proud, fearful, resentful, or indifferent.
Growth in love is part of sanctification.
Believers need grace not only because they once failed to love but because they continue learning how to love.
This should produce humility.
82. WHAT SHOULD A CHRISTIAN DO AFTER FAILING TO LOVE SOMEONE WELL?
Tell the truth.
Confess the sin to God.
Apologize to the person when appropriate.
Avoid excuses.
Make restitution when necessary.
Ask forgiveness.
Accept that consequences may remain.
Learn.
Seek change.
And continue following Jesus.
Grace does not require pretending the failure did not matter.
Grace makes repentance possible.
83. CAN SOMEONE EARN GOD’S LOVE?
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No.
God’s saving grace cannot be purchased by:

• good works,
• religious performance,
• Bible knowledge,
• church attendance,
• giving,
• serving,
• moral improvement,

or spiritual achievement.
Good works matter deeply.
But they are the fruit of grace, not the price of it.
Read Ephesians 2:8–10; Titus 3:3–7.
84. WHAT IS THE CHRISTIAN’S GREATEST SECURITY IN GOD’S LOVE?
Jesus Christ.
Feelings fluctuate.
Circumstances change.
Human relationships fail.
Health changes.
People disappoint.
Christians themselves stumble.
But God demonstrated His love objectively in history:
Christ died for sinners.
And Christ rose.
Christian assurance therefore rests ultimately on God’s action rather than emotional certainty.
85. WHAT SHOULD SOMEONE REMEMBER ON A DAY WHEN THEY FEEL UNLOVABLE?
Remember:
You do not make God loving.
God is love.
Christ did not wait for sinners to become worthy.
Jesus came for people who needed rescue.
The cross demonstrates God’s love.
Grace cannot be earned.
The Holy Spirit is given to God’s people.
Nothing in creation can separate those in Christ from God’s love.
And God is still transforming His children.

Beginner Memory Anchor

God’s love is not a prize for people who finally become lovable enough. It is grace given through Jesus Christ.
BEGINNER SUMMARY
God is love.
His love is not sentimental, morally indifferent, or dependent upon human worthiness.
God’s love is:

• holy,
• faithful,
• truthful,
• merciful,
• patient,
• generous,
• just,

and sacrificial.
Creation reveals His generosity.
His covenant dealings reveal His steadfast love.
His law reveals that love has moral shape.
His discipline shows that love seeks genuine good.
The prophets reveal His persistent covenant mercy.
And Jesus reveals God’s love most clearly of all.
The Father sent the Son.
The Son willingly gave His life.
Jesus rose from the dead.
The Holy Spirit brings believers into God’s family and assures, applies, and forms God’s love within His people.
Christians therefore do not obey in order to persuade God to love them.
They learn to love because He first loved them.
And God’s love transforms how Christians treat:

• family,
• friends,
• strangers,
• enemies,
• the suffering,
• the vulnerable,

and one another.
Biblical love does not eliminate truth, holiness, justice, boundaries, or accountability.
It brings them under the character of the God whose love is perfect.
The Christian life therefore begins and ends not with:
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“How well have I loved?”
but with:
“Look at how God has loved us in Jesus Christ.”
FINAL PART ONE MEMORY ANCHOR
We love because He first loved us.
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PART TWO
WANT TO GO DEEPER?
INTERMEDIATE
Divine Love, Covenant, Election, Atonement, Judgment, and the Love of the Triune God

Reader Safeguard

Part Two introduces theological terms, difficult passages, and genuine Christian disagreements.
You do not need to master these debates in order to know that God loves perfectly and that His love is revealed most clearly in Jesus Christ.
The purpose is not to make God’s love complicated.
It is to prevent shallow definitions of love from replacing what Scripture actually reveals.
86. WHAT BIBLICAL WORDS HELP EXPLAIN LOVE?
Several biblical words contribute to the picture.
The Hebrew verb ’ahav and related noun ’ahavah are commonly used for love in a wide range of relationships.
The Hebrew word hesed is especially important when Scripture describes God’s steadfast, loyal, covenant love.
It can be translated in ways such as:

• steadfast love,
• faithful love,
• lovingkindness,
• or covenant loyalty,

depending on context.
In the New Testament, agap■ and the verb agapa■ are frequently used for love.
But Christians should resist a popular word-study mistake:
agap■ does not automatically mean “divine unconditional love” every time it appears.
Greek words receive their meaning from context just as words in every language do.
No single Hebrew or Greek dictionary entry contains the entire biblical theology of love.
Read Deuteronomy 7:7–9; Psalm 136; John 3:16; 1 John 4:7–10.

Word-Study Safeguard

Original-language study can illuminate Scripture. It should not replace careful reading of passages in context.
87. DOES GOD LOVE EVERYONE IN EXACTLY THE SAME WAY?
Scripture speaks of God’s love in several relational contexts.
God shows goodness and kindness throughout creation.
He gives sun and rain to righteous and unrighteous people.
He shows patience toward sinners.
He loves the world and sends the Son.
At the same time, Scripture also speaks distinctly of:

• God’s covenant love for Israel,
• Christ’s love for His Church,

the Father’s love for His children,
• God’s electing love,

and the special communion believers enjoy with Him.
These are not necessarily contradictory loves.
They describe different relationships and expressions of the one perfectly loving God.
Read Deuteronomy 7:6–9; Matthew 5:43–48; John 3:16; 10:14–16; Ephesians 5:25–27; 1 John 3:1.
88. WHAT IS COMMON GRACE?
Common grace is a theological term often used to describe God’s goodness toward humanity generally, including those who do not worship Him.
The exact terminology is not used as a technical label in Scripture, but the idea reflects biblical truths such as:

• God gives rain and harvest,
• restrains evil,

allows human culture and society to flourish,
gives people abilities and relationships,
and shows patience toward sinners.
Read Matthew 5:44–45; Acts 14:15–17; 17:24–28.
Common grace does not mean everyone is saved.
It describes God’s generous goodness within creation.
89. WHAT IS COVENANT LOVE?
Covenant love describes God’s committed relational love toward those with whom He establishes covenant.
Israel experienced this in a distinctive historical way.
God did not choose Israel because Israel was impressive.
He loved them and remained faithful to His covenant promises.
The new covenant reaches its fulfillment through Jesus.
Covenant love therefore highlights:

• commitment,
• faithfulness,
• belonging,
• promise,

and relationship.
Read Deuteronomy 7:6–9; Jeremiah 31:31–34; Luke 22:20.
90. WHAT IS ELECTING LOVE?
Election refers to God’s gracious choosing according to His redemptive purpose.
Scripture speaks of God choosing Israel.
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It also speaks of believers as chosen in Christ.
Christians agree that salvation begins with God’s grace.
They disagree about exactly how divine election and human response relate.
This is one of the most significant theological debates in Christianity.
Read Deuteronomy 7:6–8; John 15:16; Ephesians 1:3–14; 1 Peter 1:1–2.
91. WHAT DO REFORMED CHRISTIANS GENERALLY TEACH ABOUT ELECTION?
Reformed theology generally emphasizes God’s sovereign and gracious choice.
In this framework, God’s election is not based upon foreseen human merit or superior spiritual wisdom.
God graciously chooses and effectively brings His people to saving faith.
Election therefore magnifies grace:
God did not choose because people first made themselves worthy.
Supporters often emphasize passages such as Romans 9, Ephesians 1, John 6, and John 10.
92. WHAT DO ARMINIAN AND WESLEYAN CHRISTIANS GENERALLY TEACH?
Arminian and Wesleyan traditions also affirm that salvation begins with God’s grace.
They generally understand election in connection with God’s foreknowledge, His gracious initiative, and a genuinely enabled human response.
Many emphasize prevenient grace—grace that comes before human response and enables sinners to respond to the Gospel.
In this framework, God genuinely desires salvation and provides grace while allowing people to resist Him.
Supporters often emphasize passages concerning God’s universal saving desire, human responsibility, and genuine calls to faith.
93. WHAT CAN CHRISTIANS AFFIRM TOGETHER ABOUT ELECTION?
Despite significant disagreements, substantial common ground exists.
Salvation originates in God’s grace.
No one earns election.
Jesus is the only Savior.
The Gospel should be proclaimed to all people.
People are genuinely called to repent and believe.
Boasting is excluded.
Those who belong to Christ owe their salvation entirely to divine grace.
Read Romans 3:27; Ephesians 2:8–10; 2 Timothy 1:8–10.

Theological Safeguard

Election should never become permission for spiritual arrogance.
Whatever theological framework is held, the proper response to grace is:
humility, worship, evangelism, gratitude, and love.
94. WHAT DOES “JACOB I LOVED, BUT ESAU I HATED” MEAN?
This difficult statement appears first in Malachi and is later quoted by Paul in Romans 9.
Read Malachi 1:2–5; Romans 9:10–18.
Several things matter.
In Malachi, Jacob and Esau represent not merely two individuals but also the peoples descended from them:
Israel and Edom.
The language occurs in a covenant and historical context.
Paul later uses the text while discussing God’s sovereign freedom in the unfolding of His redemptive plan.
The word “hated” should not automatically be interpreted as sinful emotional hostility.
Biblical love/hate language can sometimes express choice, rejection, preference, or covenant distinction.
95. DOES “HATE” EVER MEAN SOMETHING OTHER THAN EMOTIONAL HOSTILITY IN SCRIPTURE?
Yes.
Jesus says a disciple must “hate” father, mother, spouse, children, brothers, sisters, and even life itself in comparison with loyalty to Him.
Elsewhere Jesus commands love for parents and neighbors.
The language therefore communicates radical preference and allegiance rather than sinful hostility toward family.
Read Luke 14:26; Matthew 10:37.
This helps readers approach the Jacob/Esau language carefully.
Context determines meaning.
96. DOES ROMANS 9 TEACH THAT GOD IS UNJUST?
Paul anticipates that very objection.
He asks:
“Is God unjust?”
His answer is:
Absolutely not.
Romans 9 emphasizes God’s freedom and mercy within His redemptive purposes.
Christians disagree about exactly how Romans 9 relates to individual salvation, corporate election, historical vocation, and God’s dealings with Israel and the
nations.
But Paul’s central point must not be lost:
God owes salvation to no one, and His mercy remains mercy rather than a debt humanity can demand.
Read Romans 9:6–24.
97. DOES GOD’S ELECTING LOVE MEAN CHRISTIANS SHOULD WONDER WHETHER GOD SECRETLY HATES THEM?
No.
The New Testament repeatedly directs believers toward Christ rather than toward anxious speculation about hidden decrees.
Jesus says those who come to Him will not be cast away.
Believers are told to trust Christ, remain in Him, and rest in God’s promises.
Election is meant to produce gratitude and assurance—not obsessive fear.
Read John 6:37; Romans 8:28–39; Ephesians 1:3–14.
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Memory Anchor

The safest place to look for God’s heart toward sinners is not hidden speculation. It is Jesus Christ.
98. IS GOD’S LOVE CONDITIONAL OR UNCONDITIONAL?
The answer depends upon what exactly is being discussed.
God’s character does not become loving only when people behave well.
His gracious initiative is not earned.
Christ died for sinners.
At the same time, Scripture contains real covenant conditions, calls to repentance, commands, warnings, and descriptions of fellowship affected by obedience
or rebellion.
Therefore, slogans such as:
“God’s love is completely unconditional”
can be helpful in some contexts but misleading in others.
Better questions are:
What kind of love is being discussed?
What relationship is in view?
What has God promised?
Are there covenant conditions?
Is the passage describing salvation, fellowship, discipline, blessing, or final judgment?
99. DOES OBEDIENCE MATTER IN A RELATIONSHIP FOUNDED ON GRACE?
Yes.
Jesus tells His disciples to remain in His love and keep His commands.
This does not mean obedience purchases Christ’s affection.
The relationship begins in grace.
But love expresses itself through loyalty and obedience.
A healthy distinction is:
Obedience is not the price of God’s saving love.
Obedience is the fruit of receiving and remaining in His love.
Read John 14:15; 15:9–14; 1 John 5:1–3.
100. CAN GOD’S LOVE BE GRIEVED?
Scripture says the Holy Spirit can be grieved.
God expresses grief over human rebellion.
This does not mean God becomes emotionally unstable or loses control.
It means human sin matters personally within the relationship God establishes with His creatures.
God is not emotionally indifferent to evil.
Read Genesis 6:5–6; Isaiah 63:10; Ephesians 4:30.
101. DOES GOD’S LOVE CHANGE?
God does not change in His essential character.
His love is not fickle, unstable, or governed by unpredictable mood swings.
At the same time, Scripture describes God responding genuinely to human actions.
He delights in obedience.
He grieves rebellion.
He disciplines.
He forgives repentance.
These changing relational responses do not require God’s character itself to change.
Read Malachi 3:6; James 1:17; Psalm 103:8–18.
OPTIONAL DEEPER STUDY
GOD’S LOVE, EMOTION, AND DIVINE IMPASSIBILITY
The next few questions explore a theological issue Christians have discussed for centuries:
How can Scripture describe God as loving, grieving, delighting, and becoming angry while also teaching that God does not change?
Terms such as divine impassibility can help describe the discussion, but they are not necessary for understanding the central truth of this study.
If this section feels too technical, it can be read later without losing the main biblical message:
God’s love is real, personal, perfect, and never emotionally unstable or morally inconsistent.
102. WHAT IS DIVINE IMPASSIBILITY?
Divine impassibility is a classical theological term.
Historically, Christians used it to deny that God is passively controlled, overwhelmed, manipulated, or emotionally destabilized by forces outside Himself.
The term does not have to mean:
“God has no love.”
“God does not care.”
“God experiences nothing genuinely relational.”
Scripture clearly speaks of God’s:

• love,
• compassion,
• delight,
• anger,
• grief,

and mercy.
The theological challenge is to affirm those descriptions without imagining God as an emotionally fragile creature whose character changes according to
circumstances.
103. DO ALL CHRISTIANS UNDERSTAND IMPASSIBILITY THE SAME WAY?
No.
Some traditions strongly defend classical impassibility.
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Others prefer language such as divine emotional constancy or argue that biblical descriptions of God’s emotional life should be understood more dynamically.
The disagreement often concerns how best to describe the relationship between:

• God’s unchanging nature
• and

His genuine interaction with creation.
Christians should avoid two extremes:
God is an emotionally indifferent abstraction.

• and
God is an unstable being controlled by events outside Himself.
Scripture presents neither.
104. DOES GOD SUFFER?
This question becomes especially important when Christians think about Jesus.
The eternal Son truly became human.
Jesus experienced:

• hunger,
• exhaustion,
• grief,
• rejection,
• pain,

and death.
Christian theology therefore says God the Son truly suffered according to His human nature.
The incarnation means God has not remained distant from human suffering.
Yet Christians should also avoid speaking as though the divine nature itself ceased being immortal, sovereign, or unchanging.
Read John 1:14; Hebrews 2:14–18; 4:14–16.
105. HOW DOES THE CROSS REVEAL BOTH LOVE AND JUSTICE?
At the cross, God does not simply ignore sin.
Nor does He abandon sinners without hope.
Jesus bears sin and accomplishes reconciliation.
The cross therefore reveals:

• God’s holiness,
• God’s justice,
• God’s mercy,
• God’s love,
• God’s faithfulness,

and God’s victory over evil.
Read Romans 3:21–26; 5:6–11; 2 Corinthians 5:18–21.
OPTIONAL DEEPER STUDY
HOW CHRISTIANS DESCRIBE WHAT JESUS ACCOMPLISHED ON THE CROSS
Scripture speaks about Jesus’ death through several powerful images.
The following sections introduce some theological terms Christians have developed to describe those biblical themes.
You do not need to choose a favorite “atonement model” to understand the Gospel.
The essential truth comes first:
Jesus Christ willingly gave Himself to save sinners, reconcile them to God, defeat evil, and accomplish redemption.
The theological models that follow are useful only insofar as they help readers understand what Scripture says about that saving work.
106. DO CHRISTIANS UNDERSTAND THE ATONEMENT IN ONLY ONE WAY?
No.
Scripture uses several images and themes to explain what Jesus accomplished.
These include:

• sacrifice,
• substitution,
• reconciliation,
• redemption,
• ransom,
• victory,
• cleansing,
• justification,

and covenant.
Christian traditions have developed different theological models emphasizing different biblical themes.
These models need not always be treated as competitors when Scripture itself uses multiple images.
107. WHAT IS PENAL SUBSTITUTION?
Penal substitution emphasizes that Jesus bears the judgment due to sinners and stands in their place.
The word penal relates to penalty.
The word substitution means Christ acts on behalf of others.
Supporters point to passages describing Christ bearing sins, becoming a curse, and God presenting Him as an atoning sacrifice.
Read Isaiah 53; Galatians 3:13; 1 Peter 2:24.
The doctrine should never be described as though an unwilling Son were attacked by an unrelated angry Father.
The cross is the saving work of the triune God.
108. WHAT IS CHRISTUS VICTOR?
Christus Victor emphasizes Christ’s victory over:

• sin,
• death,
• Satan,

and the powers of evil.
The cross and resurrection are understood as the decisive defeat of the enemies that enslaved humanity.
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Read Colossians 2:13–15; Hebrews 2:14–15; 1 Corinthians 15:54–57.
This theme is deeply biblical and should not be separated from the rest of Christ’s saving work.
109. WHAT IS THE RANSOM THEME?
Jesus says He came to give His life as a ransom for many.
Ransom language communicates liberation at great cost.
The New Testament also speaks of believers being redeemed or purchased.
Read Mark 10:45; 1 Peter 1:18–19.
Christians have disagreed over exactly how the ransom metaphor should be systematized.
The central point is clear:
Christ gives Himself to free people from bondage they could not escape themselves.
110. WHAT IS THE SATISFACTION VIEW?
The satisfaction model is particularly associated with Anselm of Canterbury.
It emphasizes humanity’s failure to give God the honor due Him and Christ’s obedient life and death as making satisfaction.
Later Western theology developed this in different directions, including penal substitution.
The value of knowing the term is historical.
The doctrine itself should still be evaluated by Scripture rather than merely accepted because it appears in Christian history.
111. WHAT IS THE MORAL-INFLUENCE THEME?
The cross undoubtedly reveals God’s love in a way that transforms believers.
Seeing Christ’s self-giving love should move Christians toward repentance, gratitude, and imitation.
Read John 15:12–13; Ephesians 5:1–2; 1 John 3:16.
Some theological models emphasize this transforming example strongly.
The danger comes if Christ’s death is reduced only to an inspiring example and its sacrificial, reconciling, redemptive, and substitutionary dimensions are lost.
112. WHICH ATONEMENT MODEL IS CORRECT?
Scripture presents Christ’s saving work through multiple complementary images.
Rather than forcing every passage into one metaphor, Christians should allow the Bible’s richness to remain.
Jesus:

• bears sin,
• defeats evil,
• reconciles enemies,
• pays the ransom,
• offers the sacrifice,
• establishes the covenant,
• cleanses sinners,

and gives His life in love.
Different traditions may emphasize some themes more strongly than others.

Memory Anchor

The cross is richer than any single metaphor, but every faithful explanation must keep Jesus’ saving work at the center.
113. DOES GOD LOVE PEOPLE BECAUSE JESUS DIED, OR DID JESUS DIE BECAUSE GOD LOVES PEOPLE?
Jesus died because God loves.
John 3:16 does not say:
“Jesus died so the Father could finally become loving.”
It says:
God loved, therefore God gave.
At the same time, the cross accomplishes reconciliation and deals with the sin that alienates humanity from God.
Love is therefore both:

• the source of redemption
• and

the character revealed through redemption.
114. WHAT ARE TWO COMMON CULTURAL DISTORTIONS OF LOVE?
One distortion says:
“Love means affirmation, tolerance, and never judging.”
The other says:
“Love means strict correction, severity, and telling hard truths regardless of how they are delivered.”
Biblical love is neither.
Love rejoices with truth.
Love is patient and kind.
Love opposes evil.
Love shows mercy.
Love protects.
Love confronts when necessary.
Love does not humiliate people for the pleasure of being right.
115. WHY IS “LOVE MEANS NEVER JUDGING” INCOMPLETE?
Jesus warns against hypocritical judgment.
But He also commands discernment.
Christians are told to distinguish truth from error, good from evil, and genuine discipleship from hypocrisy.
Love cannot refuse every moral evaluation.
A doctor who refuses to identify disease is not loving.
Likewise, Christians should not call spiritual harm good merely to avoid discomfort.
Read Matthew 7:1–5, 15–20; John 7:24.
116. WHY IS “TOUGH LOVE” SOMETIMES MISUSED?
The phrase “tough love” can describe necessary boundaries, consequences, or refusal to enable destructive behavior.

3Nails | God's Love | Knowing the God Who Is Love Want to Go Deeper? V1 21

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.



But it can also become a cover for:
• harshness,
• control,
• humiliation,
• coldness,

or abuse.
Biblical correction must still reflect Christlike character.
Speaking truth does not suspend commands to be:

• gentle,
• patient,
• kind,
• self-controlled,

and humble.
Read Galatians 6:1; 2 Timothy 2:24–26.
117. DOES GOD’S LOVE REQUIRE HUMAN BEINGS TO STAY IN ABUSIVE RELATIONSHIPS?
No.
Nothing about God’s covenant faithfulness, forgiveness, enemy-love, submission, or patience should be weaponized to trap someone in danger.
Love may require:

• protection,
• distance,
• legal intervention,
• church discipline,
• reporting abuse,
• medical care,
• counseling,

and accountability.
Reconciliation is not automatic.
Trust is not owed simply because someone says “sorry.”

Pastoral Safeguard

God’s love never requires calling abuse love.
118. DOES GOD LOVE THE ABUSER TOO?
God’s image remains present in every human being.
The Gospel can reach even people guilty of terrible sin.
But divine love never means God is indifferent to their evil.
Biblical repentance includes truth, turning from sin, and where appropriate accepting consequences.
Grace should never be used to protect offenders from accountability.
God can love sinners while fiercely opposing what they do.
OPTIONAL DEEPER STUDY
GOD’S LOVE AND FINAL JUDGMENT
The next section deals with one of the most difficult questions in Christian theology:
How can the God who is love also judge finally?
Christians agree that Scripture teaches final judgment.
They have disagreed about some aspects of its nature and duration.
Readers do not need to resolve every detail in order to understand the central biblical truths:
God is perfectly loving.
God is perfectly just.
Evil matters.
Christ offers salvation.
And God will judge without injustice.
The following questions briefly introduce the major views without making this study a complete treatment of the doctrine of hell.
119. DOES GOD’S LOVE MEAN HELL CANNOT EXIST?
No.
If final judgment exists, then divine love must be understood together with:

• holiness,
• justice,
• human responsibility,

and God’s opposition to evil.
The Bible does not present God’s love as eliminating final judgment.
Jesus Himself speaks both profoundly about divine love and repeatedly about judgment.
Read John 3:16–21, 36; Matthew 25:31–46.
120. HOW CAN A LOVING GOD JUDGE PEOPLE FOREVER?
Christians have wrestled with the nature and duration of final judgment.
Historic Christian teaching has overwhelmingly affirmed final judgment and the seriousness of eternal separation from God’s favorable fellowship.
Christians disagree about some details, including the precise nature of punishment.
But Scripture gives no basis for treating final judgment casually.
Love does not make human rebellion morally insignificant.
121. WHAT IS ETERNAL CONSCIOUS PUNISHMENT?
This historic view holds that the final punishment of the wicked is ongoing and conscious.
Supporters point to passages describing:

• eternal punishment,
• unquenchable fire,
• ongoing exclusion,
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and imagery of torment.
Read Matthew 25:46; Mark 9:43–48; Revelation 14:9–11.
This has been the dominant view across much of Christian history.
122. WHAT IS CONDITIONAL IMMORTALITY OR ANNIHILATIONISM?
Some evangelical Christians hold that the wicked will finally be destroyed rather than consciously suffer without end.
This view is often called:

• conditional immortality
• or

annihilationism.
Supporters emphasize biblical language such as:

• death,
• destruction,
• perishing,

and the second death.
Read Matthew 10:28; Romans 6:23; Revelation 20:14.
This remains a minority view within historic Christianity but is held by some serious Bible-believing Christians.
123. WHAT ABOUT UNIVERSALISM?
Universalism teaches in some form that all people will eventually be saved.
Some advocates appeal to biblical passages describing God’s universal saving purpose or Christ reconciling all things.
Historic orthodox Christianity has generally rejected universalism because Scripture also contains persistent warnings about final judgment, exclusion, and the
necessity of responding to Christ.
Christians may hope and pray for the salvation of all people.
But the study should not promise universal salvation where Scripture does not clearly promise it.
124. WHAT CAN CHRISTIANS SAY WITH CONFIDENCE ABOUT LOVE AND FINAL JUDGMENT?
God is perfectly loving.
God is perfectly just.
God judges truthfully.
God takes evil seriously.
God desires repentance.
God has provided salvation in Christ.
No one will receive an unjust judgment.
Christians should proclaim the Gospel rather than speculate beyond what Scripture reveals.

Memory Anchor

God’s love and God’s justice will never contradict because both belong perfectly to the same God.
125. DOES GOD’S LOVE GUARANTEE THAT CHRISTIANS WILL NEVER DOUBT?
No.
Believers can struggle with:

• assurance,
• fear,
• shame,
• questions,
• spiritual dryness,

and doubt.
The New Testament does not tell Christians to base assurance solely on how loved they feel.
It points them toward:

• Christ,
• God’s promises,
• the Holy Spirit,
• the Gospel,

and the fruit of genuine faith.
126. WHAT IF SOMEONE FEARS GOD HAS STOPPED LOVING THEM?
Begin with Romans 8.
Paul does not direct Christians inward first.
He directs them toward God’s action in Christ.
Christ died.
Christ rose.
Christ intercedes.
Nothing in creation can separate believers from God’s love in Christ Jesus.
Read Romans 8:31–39.
Assurance should never become permission for complacency.
But neither should Christian obedience be driven by terror that every failure makes God abandon His children.
127. WHAT DOES “PERFECT LOVE DRIVES OUT FEAR” MEAN?
First John 4 says fear has to do with punishment and that mature love drives out that fear.
John is addressing confidence before God’s judgment.
The believer’s security rests in God’s saving love.
This does not mean Christians never experience ordinary fear, anxiety, trauma responses, or nervousness.
The verse should not be used to shame someone for having anxiety.
Read 1 John 4:13–21.
128. HOW DOES GOD’S LOVE PRODUCE HOLINESS?
Grace does not simply say:
“You are forgiven, so nothing matters.”
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God’s love transforms.
Paul says Christ’s love compels believers.
Titus says grace trains believers to reject ungodliness.
Love does not compete with holiness.
Love produces a new desire to live for the One who loved us.
Read 2 Corinthians 5:14–15; Titus 2:11–14.
129. HOW DOES GOD’S LOVE PRODUCE LOVE FOR OTHER PEOPLE?
First John draws the connection directly.
If God loved believers sacrificially, they should love one another.
The Gospel therefore creates an ethical obligation.
People who have received mercy should become merciful.
People who have been forgiven should become forgiving.
People welcomed by grace should become hospitable.
Read 1 John 4:7–21.
130. CAN CHRISTIAN LOVE EXIST WITHOUT THE CHURCH?
Christians can certainly love people outside formal church structures.
But the New Testament never imagines discipleship as purely private spirituality.
The local church becomes a living environment where Christians learn:

• patience,
• forgiveness,
• service,
• sacrifice,
• hospitality,
• truthfulness,
• burden-bearing,

and reconciliation.
Many commands about love cannot be practiced in isolation.
131. WHY IS LOVING THE CHURCH SOMETIMES HARD?
Because churches are filled with imperfect people.
Believers disappoint one another.
Leaders fail.
Conflicts happen.
People misunderstand.
Some churches become unhealthy or abusive.
Christian love therefore does not require pretending every church is safe or faithful.
Sometimes loving Christ requires leaving an unhealthy church and finding one that handles Scripture, authority, accountability, and people more faithfully.
132. HOW SHOULD CHRISTIANS LOVE PEOPLE WITH WHOM THEY STRONGLY DISAGREE?
Begin by remembering the other person’s humanity.
Do not caricature.
Do not lie about their position.
Listen.
Speak truth.
Avoid contempt.
Distinguish disagreement from hatred.
Refuse dehumanization.
And remember that being correct does not give someone permission to be cruel.
Christians should be capable of deep conviction without losing love.
133. DOES LOVE REQUIRE UNITY AT ANY COST?
No.
Christian unity matters deeply.
But unity cannot be purchased by denying truth, protecting abuse, hiding serious sin, or refusing necessary discipline.
The New Testament values both:

• truth
• and

unity.
Healthy unity is centered in Christ.
False unity merely suppresses conflict.
134. WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PEACEKEEPING AND PEACEMAKING?
Peacekeeping can mean avoiding conflict so everything appears calm.
Peacemaking seeks genuine reconciliation rooted in truth and justice.
Jesus blesses peacemakers—not merely people who prevent uncomfortable conversations.
Sometimes peace requires addressing what has been ignored.
Read Matthew 5:9; James 3:17–18.
135. DOES LOVE EVER REQUIRE CONSEQUENCES?
Yes.
Parents give consequences.
Churches practice discipline.
Governments exercise justice.
Relationships establish boundaries.
Forgiveness does not automatically remove every consequence of wrongdoing.
Love sometimes allows consequences precisely because continued enabling would cause greater harm.
136. HOW DOES JESUS DEFINE GREATNESS IN LOVE?
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By service.
Jesus washes His disciples’ feet.
He says the greatest should become a servant.
The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve and give His life.
Christian leadership therefore cannot be measured merely by:

• authority,
• visibility,
• platform,
• titles,

or influence.
Christlike love stoops.
Read Mark 10:42–45; John 13:1–17.
137. CAN LOVE BECOME IDOLATROUS?
Yes.
Human beings can turn relationships into ultimate sources of identity, security, approval, or meaning.
Romantic love.
Parent-child relationships.
Friendship.
Marriage.
Community.
These are good gifts.
But none should replace God.
Jesus demands ultimate allegiance because God alone deserves ultimate love.
138. WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO LOVE GOD MORE THAN FAMILY?
Jesus uses intentionally strong language about loyalty to Him.
This does not mean Christians should neglect spouses, children, or parents.
Scripture commands love and care for family.
It means no human relationship outranks allegiance to Christ.
Read Matthew 10:37–39; Luke 14:26.
139. CAN LOVE AND GRIEF EXIST TOGETHER?
Absolutely.
Love often deepens grief because loss matters most where love was greatest.
Jesus loved Lazarus and wept at his tomb.
Christian hope does not eliminate grief.
It changes grief’s final horizon.
Because resurrection is coming, Christians grieve with hope.
Read John 11:32–36; 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18.
140. WHAT DOES GOD’S LOVE HAVE TO DO WITH RESURRECTION?
Everything.
God’s love does not end with comforting souls while creation remains forever broken.
The Christian hope includes bodily resurrection.
Death itself will be defeated.
Christ’s resurrection guarantees that those who belong to Him will rise.
Read 1 Corinthians 15.
141. WHAT DOES GOD’S LOVE HAVE TO DO WITH NEW CREATION?
Revelation ends with God dwelling among His people.
Death is gone.
Mourning is gone.
Crying and pain are gone.
The curse is removed.
God makes all things new.
The story of divine love therefore moves toward restored communion, not merely survival after death.
Read Revelation 21–22.
142. IS THE NEW CREATION THE FINAL EXPRESSION OF GOD’S LOVE?
It is the final completion of the biblical redemption story.
Creation begins good.
Sin fractures fellowship.
God pursues redemption.
Christ comes.
Christ dies.
Christ rises.
The Spirit is given.
The Gospel goes to the nations.
Christ returns.
The dead are raised.
Evil is judged.
Creation is renewed.
God dwells with His redeemed people forever.

Memory Anchor

God’s love does not merely rescue people from something. It brings them home to God.
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143. THE BIBLE’S LOVE STORYLINE
ETERNAL TRINITY
Father, Son, and Spirit exist in perfect divine fellowship.

• ↓
CREATION
God generously creates life and goodness.

• ↓
FALL
Humanity rebels, but God begins His rescue purpose.

• ↓
NOAH
Judgment and preserving mercy appear together.

• ↓
ABRAHAM
God promises blessing for the nations.

• ↓
ISRAEL
God sets covenant love upon a people.

• ↓
LAW
Love is given moral shape.

• ↓
DAVID
God promises the coming King.

• ↓
PROPHETS
God calls His unfaithful people to return.

• ↓
JESUS
The Son reveals the Father’s love.

• ↓
CROSS
God’s love acts sacrificially to save sinners.

• ↓
RESURRECTION
Love defeats death.

• ↓
HOLY SPIRIT
God pours His love into believers’ hearts, assures them of adoption, and forms Christlike love within them.

• ↓
CHURCH
God’s people become a community in which His love is proclaimed and practiced.

• ↓
MISSION
The Gospel goes to the nations.

• ↓
CHRIST’S RETURN
Jesus comes again.

• ↓
JUDGMENT
Evil is finally addressed.

• ↓
RESURRECTION AND NEW CREATION
God dwells with His redeemed people forever.
144. WHAT IS THE GREATEST CORRECTION TO POPULAR IDEAS ABOUT GOD’S LOVE?
Do not define love first and then force God into that definition.
Start with God.
Look at Scripture.
Look at Jesus.
Biblical love is not:

• mere affirmation,
• mere emotion,
• permissiveness,
• control,
• severity,
• romantic feeling,

or avoidance of conflict.
God’s love is:

• holy,
• truthful,
• faithful,
• merciful,
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• just,
• patient,
• self-giving,

and redemptive.
145. WHAT SHOULD SOMEONE DO WHO WANTS TO KNOW GOD’S LOVE?
Begin with Jesus.
Look at the cross.
Look at the resurrection.
Read Scripture.
Receive the Gospel.
Pray.
Remain in Christ.
Walk by the Spirit.
Allow the Church to love you.
Learn to love others.
Repent when love fails.
Refuse counterfeit versions of love.
Trust God even when His love is difficult to feel.
And remember:
God’s love is not proved by the ease of your circumstances. It is demonstrated most clearly in Jesus Christ.

Final Memory Anchor

Do not measure God’s love by the moment. Measure the moment by the love God has revealed in Jesus.
REFLECTION / DISCUSSION
1. How does “God is love” differ from saying “love is God”?
2. Why is it important to understand God’s love together with His holiness and justice?
3. Which part of Jesus’ life most clearly helps you understand what divine love looks like?
4. How does distinguishing forgiveness, reconciliation, and trust protect people from unhealthy ideas about love?
5. What is the difference between loving someone and affirming everything that person believes or does?
6. How does the Holy Spirit help believers know, experience, and increasingly reflect God’s love?
7. How does the cross reveal more than one aspect of God’s love and saving work?
8. What is difficult about the question “Does God love everyone in the same way?”
9. How do the different Christian approaches to election attempt to protect truths they believe Scripture teaches?
10. What does “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated” teach when read in its Malachi and Romans contexts?
11. Why should God’s love never be used to excuse abuse or remove appropriate boundaries?
12. How should the Church make God’s love visible as a community?
13. How does Romans 8 provide assurance when God’s love is difficult to feel?
14. How does Revelation 21–22 complete the Bible’s story of divine love?
FINAL REVIEW
What does “God is love” mean?
Love belongs perfectly to God’s character. God defines perfect love rather than being measured by a human definition of love.
Is love God’s only attribute?
No. God is also holy, just, truthful, faithful, wise, merciful, and good.
Does God’s love mean He approves of everything?
No.
Can God love sinners and oppose their sin?
Yes.
Does God love every person?
Scripture reveals genuine goodness and love toward humanity generally while also describing covenant, fatherly, electing, and redemptive love in particular
ways.
Does God love every person in exactly the same relational sense?
Scripture uses love language in different covenant and relational contexts, so the answer requires careful distinction.
What is the greatest revelation of God’s love?
Jesus Christ, especially His incarnation, cross, and resurrection.
What role does the Holy Spirit have in God’s love?
The Spirit assures believers of their adoption, pours God’s love into their hearts, helps them know God’s gifts, produces love as fruit, and forms them
increasingly into Christ’s likeness.
Can someone earn God’s saving love?
No.
Can suffering prove God has stopped loving someone?
No.
Is forgiveness the same as reconciliation?
No.
Is forgiveness the same as restored trust?
No.
Does enemy-love require remaining in danger?
No.
Does love mean affirming everything?
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No.
What is electing love?
God’s gracious choosing according to His redemptive purpose.
What does “Jacob I loved, Esau I hated” mean?
It must be read in its covenant, historical, and Romans 9 contexts. The language communicates divine choice and rejection rather than requiring sinful
emotional hostility.
Does the cross have only one biblical meaning?
No. Scripture describes Christ’s work through themes including sacrifice, substitution, victory, ransom, reconciliation, redemption, cleansing, and covenant.
Does God’s love eliminate final judgment?
No.
What gives Christians assurance of God’s love?
God’s saving action in Jesus Christ, the Spirit’s testimony and work, and God’s promises to those who belong to Him.
How should God’s love become visible in the Church?
Through a community shaped by truth, worship, service, generosity, hospitality, forgiveness, protection of the vulnerable, burden-bearing, and Christlike love.
What is the final destination of God’s love?
Resurrection, renewed creation, and God dwelling with His redeemed people forever.
SCRIPTURE READING PATH
Genesis 1–3 — God’s generosity, human rebellion, and the beginning of redemption
Exodus 34:5–7 — God’s steadfast love, mercy, and justice
Deuteronomy 7:6–9 — God’s covenant love for Israel
Psalm 23 — The Shepherd’s loving care
Psalm 103 — Compassion, forgiveness, and steadfast love
Psalm 136 — His steadfast love endures
Isaiah 49:13–16 — God’s tender covenant love
Hosea 11:1–9 — God’s persistent love for His people
Malachi 1:1–5 — Jacob loved and Esau hated
Matthew 5:43–48 — Love for enemies
Matthew 22:34–40 — The greatest commandments
John 3:14–21 — God loved the world and gave His Son
John 10:11–18 — The Good Shepherd lays down His life
John 13:1–35 — Jesus serves and commands love
John 15:9–17 — Remain in Christ’s love
John 17:20–26 — The Father’s eternal love for the Son
Romans 5:1–11 — God demonstrates His love for sinners and pours His love into believers’ hearts through the Spirit
Romans 8:14–39 — Adoption, the Spirit’s testimony, and nothing separating believers from God’s love
Romans 9:6–24 — Divine election, mercy, and Jacob/Esau
1 Corinthians 13 — The character of Christian love
2 Corinthians 5:14–21 — Christ’s love and reconciliation
Galatians 5:13–26 — Love and the fruit of the Spirit
Ephesians 1:3–14 — Election, adoption, and grace in Christ
Ephesians 3:14–21 — Knowing the love of Christ
Ephesians 5:1–2, 21–33 — Walking in love
1 John 3:1–18 — The Father’s love and practical love

• 1 John 4:7–21 — God is love
Revelation 21–22 — Love’s final restoration
SCRIPTURE WORDING NOTE
This study primarily uses Scripture references, brief quotations, and careful paraphrase rather than reproducing long Bible passages.
Because wording varies among Bible translations, readers are encouraged to open and read each cited passage directly in their preferred translation and
consider its surrounding context.
FINAL MEMORY ANCHORS
God does not merely do loving things. God is love—and Jesus shows us what His love looks like.
God’s love is always holy, and His holiness is never unloving.
God’s love does not make evil insignificant. It makes redemption astonishing.
God should not be interpreted through the worst behavior of people who misrepresented love.
Love does not require remaining in danger, enabling destructive behavior, or removing wise boundaries.
Jesus is not an exception to what God is like. Jesus reveals what God is like.
The Father loves, the Son reveals and accomplishes that love, and the Spirit assures, applies, and forms that love in God’s people.
Biblical love does not choose between truth and compassion. It holds them together.
The Church should not merely proclaim God’s love. It should become a community in which Christ’s love can be seen.
God’s love is not a prize for people who finally become lovable enough. It is grace given through Jesus Christ.
We love because He first loved us.
The safest place to look for God’s heart toward sinners is not hidden speculation. It is Jesus Christ.
The cross is richer than any single metaphor, but every faithful explanation must keep Jesus’ saving work at the center.
God’s love and God’s justice will never contradict because both belong perfectly to the same God.
God’s love does not merely rescue people from something. It brings them home to God.
Do not measure God’s love by the moment. Measure the moment by the love God has revealed in Jesus.
FINAL TAKEAWAY
God is love.
Not sentimental love.
Not permissive love.
Not manipulative love.
Not fragile love.
Not love defined by human preference.
Holy love.
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Truthful love.
Faithful love.
Merciful love.
Just love.
Sacrificial love.
Redemptive love.
Before creation, the Father loved the Son.
In creation, God gave generously.
After humanity rebelled, God did not abandon His rescue purpose.
He called Abraham.
He formed Israel.
He remained faithful through generations of human failure.
He sent the Son.
Jesus lived among sinners.
He spoke truth.
He showed compassion.
He gave His life.
He rose from the dead.
The Holy Spirit now pours God’s love into the hearts of His people, assures them that they are God’s children, and forms the love of Christ within them.
The Church is called to become a community in which that love is not merely proclaimed but increasingly made visible.
And the story is moving toward the day when every enemy is defeated, death is gone, creation is renewed, and God dwells with His redeemed people forever.
The deepest Christian answer to the question:
“Does God love?”
is not merely a definition.
It is a Person.
Jesus Christ.
And the Christian response is:
“We love because He first loved us.”
— 1 John 4:19
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