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Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

BIBLE FOUNDATIONS
God Uses Human Power but Never Excuses Human
Pride

Isaiah 10:5-19 - The Rod, the Axe, and the God Who Rules Over Human Power

The Short Answer

Isaiah 10 describes one of Scripture's most striking pictures of God's sovereignty over human power. Assyria was the dominant
military empire of Isaiah's day. God calls Assyria 'the rod of my anger.' He would use this powerful nation as an instrument of
judgment. But Assyria did not understand itself as God's servant. Its king was proud. He intended conquest. He boasted in his
military strength. He looked at defeated nations and concluded that no kingdom - and no god - could stand against him. Then God
asks a devastating question: Should an axe boast over the person who swings it? Assyria possessed real power. lts armies were
real. Its victories were real. Its king made real decisions. Yet Assyria was still only a creature under the authority of God. God could
use Assyria without approving Assyria's pride, cruelty, idolatry, or ambitions. And after using Assyria as an instrument of judgment,
God promised to judge Assyria for its arrogance. That principle reaches far beyond ancient armies. God can accomplish His
purposes through rulers, governments, businesses, churches, ministries, wealth, intelligence, influence, talent, technology,
leadership, and human ability. But being powerful does not mean being righteous. Being successful does not prove God approves
of everything being done. Being influential does not place anyone above accountability. Being used by God does not make pride
acceptable. Every human ability is borrowed. Every opportunity exists under God's authority. Every leader remains accountable to
Him. The tool must never confuse itself with the Hand that holds it.

Isaiah 10:5-19 - Genesis 50:15-21 - Daniel 4:28-37 - Habakkuk 1:5-17; 2:2-20 - Acts 2:22-24 - Philippians 2:5-11

Opening Memory Anchor
The tool must never confuse itself with the Hand that holds it.
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RELATED STUDIES

This study focuses specifically on pride, power, leadership, and accountability. For a fuller treatment of how God could use Assyria and still
judge Assyria, see 3Nails Study #224. For a deeper look at interpreting providence carefully and avoiding claims that “God is using this,
therefore God approves of it,” see 3Nails Study #226. The focus here is narrower: What happens when human beings mistake borrowed
power for personal greatness - and what does faithful stewardship of power look like instead?

PART ONE
BEGINNER GUIDE

START WITH THE SETTING

Isaiah ministered in Judah during the eighth century BC. The ancient Near East was being transformed by the rise of the Assyrian Empire.
Assyria had an enormous military machine. Its kings conquered cities, defeated armies, deported populations, demanded tribute, and
expanded their empire across the region. The northern kingdom of Israel eventually fell to Assyria in 722 BC. Judah also lived under
Assyria’s shadow.

From a human perspective, Assyria looked nearly unstoppable. But Isaiah presents the situation from another perspective. Assyria may have
been the greatest empire people could see. It was not the greatest authority that existed. God ruled over Assyria. Isaiah 10:5-19 uses two
unforgettable objects to explain the relationship: a rod and an axe. Assyria was powerful. But Assyria was still an instrument in the hands of
God.

Memory Anchor
Human power may look enormous from the ground while remaining very small before God.

1. WHY DOES GOD CALL ASSYRIA “THE ROD OF MY ANGER”?

Read Isaiah 10:5-6. A rod is an instrument held and used by someone else. God describes Assyria as an instrument through which judgment
would come. Judah and the surrounding peoples had not escaped God’s moral authority. God saw rebellion, idolatry, injustice, and
persistent refusal to trust Him. Assyria would become one means through which judgment arrived.

The surprising point is that Assyria did not recognize this role. The empire thought it was simply conquering because it was powerful. Isaiah
says something larger was happening. Assyria acted. God ruled.

2. DID GOD’S USE OF ASSYRIA MEAN HE APPROVED OF ASSYRIA?

No. Read Isaiah 10:7. Assyria did not intend to humbly serve God'’s righteous purpose. Its heart intended destruction. Its kings were proud.
Its empire was idolatrous and violently ambitious. God had one purpose. Assyria had another. The same historical event could therefore
involve God'’s sovereign purpose and Assyria’s sinful intentions without making those purposes morally identical.

Joseph'’s brothers intended evil against Joseph, while God used the events to preserve lives (Genesis 50:20). Those who crucified Jesus
acted wickedly, while the cross still occurred within God’s redemptive purpose (Acts 2:22-24). Being used by God and being approved by
God are not the same thing.

Memory Anchor
God'’s ability to use an action does not make every motive behind that action good.

3. WHAT DID ASSYRIA GET WRONG ABOUT ITS SUCCESS?

Read Isaiah 10:8-11. Assyria looked at its kings, armies, and victories and concluded that its strength proved its superiority. City after city
had fallen. Kingdom after kingdom had been defeated. The Assyrian king compared Jerusalem with cities he had already conquered. His
reasoning was essentially: “I defeated them. | can defeat you. Their gods could not save them. Your God will not save you either.” Assyria
correctly recognized that it had won battles. It incorrectly concluded that those victories made it supreme. Success became evidence of
self-sufficiency. Past victories produced greater pride.

4. DOES SUCCESS PROVE GOD APPROVES OF SOMEONE?

No. Isaiah 10 strongly warns against that conclusion. A person can become wealthy while being greedy. A ruler can become powerful while
being unjust. A business can become successful while behaving dishonestly. A church can grow while its leaders have serious character
problems. A ministry can become influential while unhealthy practices develop inside it. A gifted person can accomplish impressive things
while becoming proud. Visible success tells us that something has succeeded. It does not automatically tell us why it succeeded or whether
God approves of everything behind it. Biblical faithfulness must be evaluated by Scripture, not merely by results.

5. WHAT DID GOD JUDGE IN ASSYRIA’S KING?

Read Isaiah 10:12-14. God specifically identifies the king’s arrogant heart and boastful eyes. Notice the repeated language: “By the strength
of my hand...” “By my wisdom...” “I removed...” “| plundered...” “I brought down...” The problem was not merely that Assyria possessed
power. The king interpreted borrowed power as self-created greatness. His accomplishments became fuel for self-exaltation. God promised
that this arrogance would not go unanswered.

6. IS IT WRONG TO RECOGNIZE THAT YOU ARE GOOD AT SOMETHING?
No. Humility does not require pretending gifts do not exist. A skilled musician can acknowledge musical ability. A successful businessperson
can recognize good judgment. A strong leader can recognize leadership ability. A student can recognize intelligence. A craftsman can

recognize skill. The biblical problem begins when recognition becomes self-exaltation. Read 1 Corinthians 4:7. Paul asks: “What do you have
that you did not receive?” Biblical humility does not deny the gift. It remembers the Giver.
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7. WHAT DOES THE AXE ILLUSTRATION MEAN?

Read Isaiah 10:15. Imagine someone chopping wood. The axe is genuinely involved. The axe makes contact with the tree. The axe is sharp.
The axe is useful. But imagine the axe suddenly declaring: “Look what | accomplished! The person holding me is unnecessary. | did all of
this myself.” That would be absurd. Isaiah says Assyria’s boasting was equally absurd. Assyria had real power. But its power existed under
the authority of God.

Memory Anchor
The axe may be sharp, but it is still not the One holding the handle.

8. DOES THIS MEAN HUMAN EFFORT DOES NOT MATTER?

No. The axe illustration is not teaching that human activity is imaginary. Assyria really marched. Its soldiers really fought. Its commanders
really planned. Its kings really made decisions. Likewise, people really study, work, build, lead, create, teach, invest, serve, plan, develop
skills, and make decisions. Scripture does not teach passivity. The point is not: “You did nothing.” The point is: “You are not ultimate.” Human
effort is real. Human independence from God is not.

9. WHERE DO HUMAN ABILITIES COME FROM?

Read Deuteronomy 8:11-18. Moses warned Israel that prosperity could create a dangerous thought: “My power and the might of my hand
have gotten me this wealth.” Then Moses reminded them that God gives the power to produce wealth. The same principle applies more
broadly. Life itself is received. Opportunity is received. Abilities are received. Resources are received. Time is received. Even the ability to
develop a gift depends upon countless circumstances a person did not create. Humility remembers dependence.

10. WHY IS PRIDE SO DANGEROUS?
Pride changes how people understand themselves, God, and other people. Pride says: “| am responsible for everything good. | answer to no

one. My success proves my superiority. My ability makes me more important. My power gives me the right to do what | want. My results
justify my methods.” Biblical humility says: “What | have is entrusted to me.” That difference affects how power is used.
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11. WHAT HAPPENS WHEN POWER AND PRIDE COME TOGETHER?

Power increases a person’s ability to act. Pride can distort how that ability is used. A proud person with little influence can cause limited
harm. A proud person with enormous authority may harm many people. That is why Scripture repeatedly pays attention to kings, judges,
priests, teachers, wealthy people, and other leaders. Power itself is not automatically evil. But power magnifies the consequences of
character.

12. WHAT DID GOD PROMISE TO DO TO ASSYRIA’'S POWER?

Read Isaiah 10:16-19. God describes Assyria’s glory being consumed. The empire that appeared overwhelming would not remain
overwhelming forever. The forest imagery is striking. Assyria looked like an enormous forest. God could reduce it until even a child could
count what remained. Human power can look permanent. It is not.

13. WHAT SHOULD THAT TEACH US ABOUT POWERFUL PEOPLE TODAY?

Do not confuse visibility with permanence. Governments change. Companies rise and fall. Fortunes disappear. Leaders leave office.
Careers end. Influence fades. Human bodies weaken. Reputations change. Institutions that once seemed untouchable can disappear. God
remains. Isaiah does not teach Christians to despise human authority. It teaches them to see human authority accurately. It is real. It
matters. And it is temporary.

14. DOES POLITICAL POWER MATTER?

Yes. Leadership matters because leaders affect people. Scripture cares about justice, truth, protection of the vulnerable, honest judgment,
responsible authority, peace, and righteousness. Christians may participate seriously in civic life while remembering that no president, king,
political party, movement, or government is the kingdom of God. Political authority is real. It is not ultimate.

15. WHAT IS THE CENTRAL LESSON OF ISAIAH 10:5-19?

God rules over human power. He can use it. He can limit it. He can redirect it. He can judge it. And no amount of human success removes
accountability before Him. The rod remains under God’s authority. The axe remains in God’s hand. The empire remains temporary. God
remains God.

QUICK REVIEW - PART ONE

1. What does God call Assyria in Isaiah 10:5? The rod of His anger.

. Did God’s use of Assyria mean He approved of Assyria? No.

. What mistake did Assyria make? It interpreted its success as proof of its own supremacy.

. What did God judge in Assyria’s king? His arrogant heart and boastful self-exaltation.

. What illustration does Isaiah 10:15 use? An axe boasting over the person using it.

. Is recognizing an ability sinful? No. Pride begins when the gift is treated as self-created, self-owned, or grounds for self-exaltation.
. Is human power permanent? No. Human authority is real but temporary.

. What is the central lesson? Human power is real, but it remains borrowed, temporary, and accountable to God.
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PART TWO
WANT TO GO DEEPER?

INTERMEDIATE

16. IF GOD USED ASSYRIA, WHY DID GOD JUDGE ASSYRIA?

God says Assyria is His rod. Then God says He will punish Assyria. Begin with Isaiah 10:7. Assyria did not intend to serve God. Its heart
intended destruction. God’s purpose and Assyria’s purpose were not morally identical. God was exercising righteous judgment. Assyria was
pursuing conquest from pride and violent ambition. God sovereignly used actions arising from Assyria’s own intentions without making those
intentions righteous. Assyria therefore remained responsible for what it loved, intended, and did. For a fuller treatment of this
sovereignty-and-judgment question, see 3Nails Study #224.

17. WAS ASSYRIA FORCED TO BECOME PROUD?

Isaiah does not describe Assyria as a humble nation reluctantly forced into arrogance by God. The king boasts freely. He celebrates his
strength. He praises his wisdom. He exalts his victories. He treats conquered nations as helpless objects. His words reveal his heart. God
uses Assyria as it acts according to its own ambitions. The text therefore gives no basis for portraying Assyria as morally innocent.

18. DOES THIS PATTERN APPEAR ELSEWHERE IN SCRIPTURE?

Yes. Joseph’s brothers meant evil against Joseph while God meant good through the same events (Genesis 50:20). Habakkuk 1-2 gives
another example: Babylon functions as an instrument of judgment yet also faces judgment. The repeated principle is not that human evil
becomes good. It is that human evil cannot place history outside God’s sovereignty.

19. DOES GOD NEED EVIL IN ORDER TO ACCOMPLISH HIS PURPOSES?
No. God is not dependent upon evil. He can restrain evil, judge evil, redirect consequences, bring good from circumstances created by evil,
and ultimately defeat evil. Human sin never becomes God’s indispensable partner.

Memory Anchor
God does not need evil to be good in order to overcome it for His purposes.

20. DOES GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY MAKE HIM RESPONSIBLE FOR HUMAN PRIDE?

Scripture does not treat God as morally guilty for human arrogance. James 1:13 says God does not tempt people with evil. Assyria’s king
owns his boastfulness. Nebuchadnezzar owns his pride. Pharaoh owns his rebellion. Joseph’s brothers own their betrayal. Those who
crucified Jesus remain accountable. Scripture can affirm God’s sovereignty while continuing to locate moral responsibility for sinful motives in
the sinner.

21. WHAT DOES NEBUCHADNEZZAR TEACH ABOUT PRIDE?

Read Daniel 4:28-37. Nebuchadnezzar looked over Babylon and said: “Is not this great Babylon, which | have built by my mighty power...for
the glory of my majesty?” The language sounds remarkably similar to Assyria: my power, my achievement, my glory. God humbled
Nebuchadnezzar. Later he acknowledged that God’s dominion is everlasting and that God is able to humble those who walk in pride. Human
rulers repeatedly face the same temptation: to mistake stewardship for ownership.

22.1S ALL HUMAN POWER BAD?

No. Scripture does not condemn power merely because it is power. Joseph received enormous governmental authority in Egypt and used it
to preserve life. David exercised royal authority. Nehemiah used political authority to rebuild Jerusalem and confront exploitation. The
apostles exercised spiritual leadership. Government can restrain wrongdoing (Romans 13:1-7). Money can be used generously. Knowledge
can serve others. Leadership can protect. Skill can build. Influence can encourage truth. The question is not merely: “Do | have power?” It is:
“How am | using what has been entrusted to me?”

23. WHAT KINDS OF POWER DO ORDINARY PEOPLE HAVE?

Power is broader than political office. A parent has influence over a child. An employer has influence over employees. A teacher has
influence over students. A pastor has influence over a congregation. A wealthy person has financial influence. A popular person may shape
opinions. A skilled person may control knowledge others need. A spouse can possess emotional influence. Someone managing information
may control what others know. Someone with physical strength has a form of power. Almost everyone possesses some ability to affect
another person’s life. The biblical question is how that influence is used.

24. WHY IS SPIRITUAL POWER ESPECIALLY DANGEROUS WHEN MIXED WITH PRIDE?

Because spiritual authority can be presented as though the leader speaks directly for God. A proud spiritual leader may imply: “God is using
me, SO questioning me means questioning God.” That reasoning is dangerous. Scripture repeatedly holds leaders accountable. Teachers
face stricter judgment (James 3:1). Church leaders are commanded not to domineer over those entrusted to them (1 Peter 5:1-4). Spiritual
gifting does not eliminate the need for character. Influence does not remove accountability. Visible fruit does not make a leader incapable of
serious sin.

Pastoral Safeguard

“God is using this leader” must never become an excuse for abuse, manipulation, secrecy, coercion, financial exploitation, sexual
misconduct, intimidation, or authoritarian control. No pastor, ministry leader, teacher, employer, parent, spouse, political leader, or
other authority becomes morally untouchable because that person is gifted, successful, influential, or apparently useful. God’s
authority is absolute. Human authority never is.
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25. CAN A MINISTRY BE SUCCESSFUL WHILE ITS LEADER IS UNHEALTHY?

Yes. The Bible does not give permission to measure character by audience size. A person may possess genuine gifts while also having
serious character weaknesses. This is one reason the New Testament qualifications for church leadership focus so heavily on character.
Read 1 Timothy 3:1-13 and Titus 1:5-9. The qualifications emphasize self-control, faithfulness, hospitality, integrity, maturity, and freedom
from greed. They do not say: “Choose whoever attracts the largest crowd.” Results matter. Character matters too.

26. WHAT ABOUT THE PHRASE “TOUCH NOT THE LORD’S ANOINTED” ?

This phrase is sometimes used to discourage criticism of Christian leaders. Psalm 105:15 recalls God protecting the patriarchs and says:
“Touch not my anointed ones.” In 1 Samuel, David refuses to kill Saul because Saul is the LORD’s anointed king. But David’s refusal to kill
Saul does not mean Saul was beyond moral evaluation. Scripture openly records Saul’s disobedience, jealousy, violence, and failures. David
himself confronted Saul and publicly described the injustice being done to him (1 Samuel 24:8-15; 26:17-20). Respect for authority is not the
same as granting leaders immunity from accountability. No biblical text gives Christian leaders permission to silence legitimate questions by
declaring themselves untouchable.

27. CAN GOD USE A RULER WHO DOES NOT FOLLOW HIM?

Yes. Read Isaiah 44:28-45:7. God identifies Cyrus by name and describes him as an instrument through whom Jerusalem would be rebuilt
and the exiles released. Yet Isaiah 45:4-5 repeatedly says Cyrus did not know the LORD. Both Cyrus and Assyria could be used within
God'’s purposes, but God’s use of either ruler should not be confused with a declaration that every belief, motive, policy, or action was
righteous. Providential usefulness is not the same thing as moral endorsement.

28. HOW SHOULD CHRISTIANS THINK ABOUT POLITICAL LEADERS?

With neither worship nor cynicism. Romans 13 recognizes governing authority. 1 Timothy 2:1-2 encourages prayer for rulers. The prophets
repeatedly hold rulers accountable for injustice. Christians can appreciate good actions without pretending a leader is flawless. They can
criticize wrongdoing without pretending God has lost control. They can vote, serve, advocate, pray, disagree, seek justice, and participate
responsibly. But Christians should never transfer messianic hope to a political leader. Jesus is King. Every earthly ruler is temporary.

29. CAN NATIONAL POWER BECOME AN IDOL?

Yes. Assyria trusted its military dominance. Other nations trusted horses, chariots, alliances, wealth, fortifications, or political strength. Read
Psalm 20:7. National strength can be a genuine blessing. It can also become an object of misplaced trust. Patriotism becomes spiritually
dangerous when love of country becomes unquestioning loyalty or when national success is treated as proof of divine righteousness. No
nation is God. No empire is permanent. No earthly kingdom is identical with the kingdom of Christ.

30. CAN WE ALWAYS KNOW WHY GOD IS USING A PARTICULAR LEADER OR EVENT?

No. Isaiah could identify Assyria as God’s rod because God revealed that fact through a prophet. Christians today should be much more
cautious about declaring: “God put this person here specifically to accomplish this purpose.” God'’s sovereignty is certain. Our interpretation
of providence is not. Scripture gives confidence that God rules history without giving Christians permission to claim secret knowledge of
everything He is doing within it. For a fuller treatment of discerning claims about providence, see 3Nails Study #226.

Reader Safeguard
Trusting God’s sovereignty does not require pretending to know purposes God has not revealed.

31. DOES THE CROSS SHOW GOD USING HUMAN POWER?

Yes. Read Acts 2:22-24. Political authority, religious authority, military power, betrayal, mob pressure, and Roman execution all converged
against Jesus. The people involved remained responsible for their actions. Yet the cross also fulfilled God’s redemptive purpose. Human
power appeared to defeat Jesus. Instead, God used the very event intended to destroy Him as the means through which salvation came.
Then God raised Jesus from the dead. Human power reached its limit. God’s purpose did not.

32. WHAT DOES JESUS SHOW US ABOUT POWER?

Jesus provides the greatest contrast to arrogant human power. Read Philippians 2:5-11. Jesus possesses a status no earthly ruler could
claim. Yet His path is characterized by humility. He takes the form of a servant. He humbles Himself. He becomes obedient to the point of
death - even death on a cross. Then God highly exalts Him. Read Mark 10:42-45. The rulers of the Gentiles “lord it over” others. Jesus tells
His disciples: “It shall not be so among you.” Greatness in His kingdom is expressed through service.

33. HOW DOES JESUS CHANGE THE WAY CHRISTIANS SHOULD USE POWER?

Jesus turns power away from self-exaltation and toward faithful service. Authority asks: “How can | protect?” Knowledge asks: “How can |
teach?” Money asks: “How can | provide and give?” Influence asks: “How can | point toward truth?” Leadership asks: “How can | serve those
entrusted to me?” Strength asks: “How can | help someone weaker?” The question shifts from: “How important does this make me?” to:
“How faithfully can this be used for God and for others?”

Memory Anchor
Jesus did not use greatness to exalt Himself. He used greatness to serve.

HOW ISAIAH 10:5-19 POINTS TOWARD JESUS

Isaiah 10:5-19 is not itself a direct prophecy of Jesus. Its primary subject is Assyria and God’s judgment of human arrogance. But its
theology of power fits naturally into the larger biblical story that reaches its fullest expression in Christ. Assyria possesses power and boasts;
Jesus possesses all authority and humbles Himself. Assyria uses strength to dominate; Jesus uses authority to serve. Assyria seeks its own
glory; Jesus seeks the Father’s will. Assyria believes victories make it supreme; Jesus willingly goes to the cross when He could summon
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overwhelming power (Matthew 26:52-54). Then the Father raises and exalts Him (Philippians 2:8-11).

The contrast should not be treated as though Isaiah 10 secretly predicts every detail of Jesus’ ministry. It is a larger biblical contrast between
proud human rule and the righteous use of authority ultimately revealed in Christ. At the cross, human authorities used their power against
Jesus. God used their actions within His plan of redemption. They remained responsible. God remained sovereign. Jesus rose. The tool
never became greater than the Hand.

PUTTING IT INTO PRACTICE

WHEN YOU SUCCEED: Enjoy the accomplishment without worshiping yourself. Give thanks. Humility does not deny success; it refuses to turn
success into self-worship.

WHEN YOU HAVE AUTHORITY: Remember that authority is stewardship. Ask whether people under your influence are safer, stronger, wiser, and
better served because of how you lead.

WHEN YOU HAVE MONEY: Do not confuse financial ability with moral superiority. Money increases options. It does not increase human worth.
WHEN YOU ARE GIFTED: Develop the gift. Use it well. But remember: the gift was received before it was developed.

WHEN YOU LEAD IN A CHURCH OR MINISTRY: Never use God’s name to protect yourself from accountability. Healthy spiritual leadership
welcomes biblical evaluation and takes character seriously.

WHEN SOMEONE POWERFUL CLAIMS GOD’S APPROVAL.: Test the claim by Scripture. Do not assume that success, wealth, influence,
popularity, political victory, ministry growth, or impressive results prove divine endorsement.

WHEN POLITICS BECOMES OVERWHELMING: Remember Isaiah 10. Human rulers matter, but they are still human rulers. God has not
surrendered His throne.

WHEN YOU FEEL SMALL BESIDE POWERFUL PEOPLE: Remember the axe. The person who seems enormous from your perspective remains
a creature before God. No human authority is ultimate.

WHEN YOU ARE TEMPTED TO TAKE ALL THE CREDIT: Ask Paul's question: “What do you have that you did not receive?” Then use what has
been entrusted to you faithfully.

A SIMPLE POWER AND PRIDE SELF-CHECK

What power or influence has God allowed me to have?

Do I think of it as ownership or stewardship?

How do | respond when someone questions me?

Does success make me more grateful or more self-important?

Do | treat people with less power as though they matter less?

Do | ever use God, the Bible, my position, money, knowledge, or experience to silence others?
Do | assume that success proves God approves of my methods?

Am | willing to be accountable?

Does my use of power look more like Assyria - or more like Jesus?

QUICK REVIEW - PART TWO

1. Why could God judge Assyria after using it? Because Assyria acted from its own proud and destructive intentions and remained morally
responsible.

. What similar principle appears in Genesis 50:20? Joseph'’s brothers intended evil while God intended good through the same events.
. What nation creates a similar question in Habakkuk? Babylon.

Does God need evil to accomplish His purposes? No.

. Is human power inherently evil? No. Power can be used faithfully or sinfully.

. Why is spiritual power especially vulnerable to abuse? Because a leader may falsely equate personal authority with God’s authority.

. Does “touch not the LORD’s anointed” make leaders immune from accountability? No.

. Can God use someone who does not know Him? Yes. Cyrus is one biblical example.

9. Can Christians always identify God'’s specific purpose behind current rulers and events? No. God'’s sovereignty is certain; our interpretation of
providence may not be.

10. How does Jesus contrast with proud human rulers? He possesses true authority yet humbles Himself and uses greatness to serve.
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KEY TRUTHS TO REMEMBER

. God called Assyria “the rod of my anger.”

. God used Assyria without approving Assyria’s pride and violence.

. Assyria had its own sinful intentions and remained responsible for them.

. Being used by God does not equal being approved by God.

Success is not automatic proof of righteousness.

. Human ability is real but ultimately received.

. Pride treats stewardship as ownership.

. The axe must never boast over the One who uses it.

. Power magnifies the consequences of character.

10. God can use rulers who do not consciously follow Him.

11. No political leader, nation, church, ministry, business, or institution is beyond God’s authority.
12. Spiritual influence never removes the need for accountability.

13. Christians should be cautious about claiming to know God’s unrevealed purposes behind current events.
14. Jesus possesses true authority without pride.

15. Christian power should increasingly look like Christlike service.

FINAL MEMORY ANCHORS

* The tool must never confuse itself with the Hand that holds it.

« Human power may look enormous from the ground while remaining very small before God.
* God’s ability to use an action does not make every motive behind that action good.

* The axe may be sharp, but it is still not the One holding the handle.

» God does not need evil to be good in order to overcome it for His purposes.

« Jesus did not use greatness to exalt Himself. He used greatness to serve.

SCRIPTURE PATH FOR FURTHER STUDY

ASSYRIA AS GOD’S INSTRUMENT: Isaiah 10:5-19; Isaiah 36-37

PRIDE AND HUMAN POWER: Deuteronomy 8:11-18; Psalm 20:7; Daniel 4:28-37; James 4:6-10

GOD USING HUMAN ACTIONS: Genesis 50:15-21; Habakkuk 1-2; Acts 2:22-24; Acts 4:27-28

GOD USING RULERS: Isaiah 44:24-45:7; Daniel 2:20-21; Romans 13:1-7; 1 Timothy 2:1-2

LEADERSHIP AND ACCOUNTABILITY: 1 Samuel 15; 1 Samuel 24:8-15; 1 Samuel 26:17-20; 1 Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; James 3:1; 1 Peter
5:1-4

JESUS AND POWER: Mark 10:35-45; Matthew 26:52-54; John 13:1-17; Philippians 2:5-11
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FINAL REFLECTION

Assyria looked unstoppable. Its armies crossed borders. Its kings defeated cities. Its empire expanded. Its ruler looked across the ancient world and
saw evidence of his own greatness. He had strength. He had wisdom. He had victories. He had power. And he concluded: “I did this.”

Isaiah saw the same empire and told a very different story. Assyria was a rod. Assyria was an axe. The empire that thought it held history in its
hands was itself operating under the authority of God.

That did not make Assyria good. God did not call its pride humility. He did not call its cruelty righteousness. He did not excuse its arrogance
because He had used its military strength. God used Assyria. Then God judged Assyria.

That truth confronts one of humanity’s oldest temptations. Success easily becomes self-glory. Ability becomes superiority. Authority becomes
entittement. Wealth becomes self-sufficiency. Influence becomes importance. Victory becomes proof of righteousness. And eventually the axe
begins boasting as though there were no Hand above it.

Scripture tells a different story. Every human being is a creature. Every ruler is temporary. Every empire has limits. Every ability is received. Every
opportunity exists because God permitted it. Every person with power remains accountable for how that power is used.

This does not make human effort meaningless. The axe really cuts. People really work. Leaders really lead. Businesses really build. Teachers really
teach. Governments really govern. Parents really influence children. Pastors really shepherd churches. Artists really create. Workers really develop
skill. Human action matters. But none of it makes a human being ultimate.

And then Scripture shows Jesus. The One with greater authority than Assyria ever possessed did not boast. The One through whom all things were
made did not use greatness for selfish domination. He humbled Himself. He served. He obeyed. He washed feet. He welcomed the overlooked. He
gave His life. Human rulers used their power to crucify Him. God used the cross to save sinners. Then God raised Him from the dead and exalted
Him.

Jesus shows that true greatness does not need pride. True authority does not need abuse. True strength does not need domination. The Christian
response to power is therefore neither to worship it nor automatically reject it. It is to steward it. Use strength to protect. Use authority to serve. Use
money to bless. Use knowledge to teach. Use influence to point toward truth. Use leadership to care for people. Use gifts without forgetting the
Giver.

And whenever success whispers: “Look what | have done,” remember the question God asked Assyria: Should the axe boast over the One who
swings it?

Final Memory Anchor

Power is real. Success is real. Human choices are real. But every gift is received, every authority is temporary, and every person
remains accountable to God. The axe may be sharp. The rod may be strong. The empire may look unstoppable. But the tool is never
greater than the Hand. And Jesus shows what true power looks like: humble, righteous, obedient, and used in service rather than
self-exaltation.
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