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BIBLE FOUNDATIONS

Future Hope
Christ Will Return, the Dead Will Rise, and God Will Make All Things New

The Short Answer
Christian hope is confident expectation rooted in the character and promises of God and secured by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Jesus

will return. The dead will be raised. God will judge with perfect justice. Sin, Satan, suffering, and death will not have the final word. God will
make all things new, and those who belong to Christ will live with Him forever in His renewed creation.

John 14:1-3 - Romans 8:18-25 - 1 Corinthians 15 - 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 - Revelation 21-22

Opening Memory Anchor

Christian hope is not optimism about tomorrow. It is confidence in the risen Jesus and the future God has promised.
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WELCOME
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

WELCOME
This guide is meant to send you back to Scripture

This Companion is designed for guided self-study or small-group use. Part One introduces the central promises of Christian future hope:
Christ's return, resurrection, judgment, the defeat of death and evil, and new creation. Part Two moves into harder questions about the last
days, rapture, tribulation, millennium, Revelation, judgment, hell, grief, mission, and how hope changes life now.

Foundational truth

Christian hope is not optimism about earthly improvement. It is confident expectation rooted in God's character and promises and secured by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

How to use this study

« Open and read the cited passages rather than relying only on the summaries.

< Distinguish what Scripture explicitly teaches from theological inference.

* Where Christians disagree, note the disagreement without pretending Scripture says more than it does.
¢ Use the Memory Anchors to retain the central ideas.
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PART ONE

Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

PART ONE
BEGINNER GUIDE

Christ will return, the dead will rise, and God will make all things new
Memory Anchor
Christian hope is not optimism about tomorrow. It is confidence in the risen Jesus and the future God has promised.

Part One builds the biblical foundation before introducing disputed end-times questions. The goal is not speculation but confidence in Jesus and
faithful living while waiting.

3Nails | Future Hope | Bible Foundations #133 | Full Study V1

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.



E\‘I‘mﬁNa“S

Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

1. WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

1. WHAT DOES THE BIBLE MEAN BY 'HOPE'?

Biblical hope is confident expectation based on who God is and what He has promised. Romans 5:1-5, Romans 8:24-25, and Hebrews 6:19
show hope as an anchor rather than a guess. Christians do not know every future detail; they know the One who holds the future.

2. WHAT IS THE FOUNDATION OF CHRISTIAN HOPE?

The resurrection of Jesus. Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-28. If Christ did not rise, Christian faith collapses. But He has been raised: death is
defeated, Jesus is Lord, resurrection is real, and God's promised future has already begun.

3. WHY DOES PAUL CALL JESUS THE 'FIRSTFRUITS'?

Read 1 Corinthians 15:20-23. Firstfruits were the beginning of a harvest and signaled more to come. Christ rose first; those who belong to Him
will also be raised. His resurrection is the beginning and guarantee of the resurrection harvest.

Memory Anchor
Jesus did not merely escape death. His resurrection guarantees that death will not keep His people either.
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5. THE NATIONS AFTER BABEL
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

4. WILL JESUS REALLY RETURN?

Yes. Read John 14:1-3 and Acts 1:9-11. The New Testament repeatedly directs believers toward Christ's coming: Matthew 24:30-44;
Philippians 3:20-21; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Titus 2:11-14; Revelation 22:20.

5. DO CHRISTIANS KNOW WHEN JESUS WILL RETURN?

No. Jesus warns against date-setting in Matthew 24:36-44. Acts 1:6-8 redirects disciples from mastering the timetable toward witness. Biblical
readiness is not knowing the date; it is faithfully following Jesus.

6. WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO 'BE READY' FOR JESUS?

Read Matthew 24:42-51 and Matthew 25. Readiness is active faithfulness: trust Christ, obey Him, love others, serve, pursue holiness, share the
Gospel, use what God has entrusted wisely, and persevere.
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9. THE PROPHETS SAW THE NATIONS COMING TO GOD
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

7. WHY HAS JESUS NOT RETURNED YET?

Read 2 Peter 3:3-13. What appears to be delay is not unfaithfulness. Peter connects God's patience with repentance. Scripture does not reveal
every reason for the timing, but it does reveal that God is not forgetful, powerless, or late.

8. WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A CHRISTIAN DIES?

Philippians 1:21-23 and 2 Corinthians 5:6-8 describe believers who die as being with Christ. Christians often call the period between death and
resurrection the intermediate state. Those who belong to Christ are safe with Him, but the final hope is bodily resurrection.

9. IS HEAVEN THE FINAL DESTINATION OF CHRISTIANS?

Being with Christ after death is glorious, but the Bible's final picture is larger: Christ returns, the dead are raised, judgment occurs, death is
defeated, and God dwells with His people in the new heavens and new earth. Read Revelation 21:1-5.

Memory Anchor
Being with Christ after death is glorious. Resurrection and new creation are the completed hope.

3Nails | Future Hope | Bible Foundations #133 | Full Study V1

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.



E\‘I‘mﬁNails

Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

13. ACTS 1:8 - THE GOSPEL MOVES OUTWARD
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

10. WILL THE DEAD REALLY BE RAISED?

Yes. John 5:25-29 and 1 Corinthians 15 teach future resurrection. Christian resurrection means more than the soul surviving death. God raises
the dead to redeemed, embodied life.

11. WHAT WILL RESURRECTION BODIES BE LIKE?

Read 1 Corinthians 15:35-58 and Philippians 3:20-21. The present body is perishable, weak, and mortal. The resurrection body will be
imperishable, raised in glory and power, and no longer subject to death.

12. WILL PEOPLE STILL BE THEMSELVES?

Scripture points toward continuity of personal identity. Jesus was transformed in resurrection yet still truly Jesus. Resurrection is not erasure; it
is redemption. Scripture does not answer every question about appearance, age, or memory, so humility is appropriate.
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17. WHAT IS A PEOPLE GROUP?
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

13. WILL BELIEVERS RECOGNIZE ONE ANOTHER?

Scripture does not give an explicit promise about every relationship, but continued identity and meaningful community strongly suggest
recognition. Jesus remained identifiable after resurrection, and Paul expected believers to rejoice together at Christ's coming.

14. WHAT HAPPENS TO DEATH?

Death dies. Read 1 Corinthians 15:25-26, 54-57 and Revelation 21:4. Christianity does not pretend death is good; Paul calls it an enemy. Jesus
has defeated it, and one day it will disappear forever.

Memory Anchor
Death is an enemy - but a defeated enemy.

15. WHAT HAPPENS TO EVIL?

God will finally and completely defeat it. Revelation 20 portrays Satan's final defeat, and Revelation 21-22 portrays creation freed from the
curse. Christian hope does not minimize evil; it insists evil will not have the last word.
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21. WHERE DID THE MODERN 'UNREACHED PEOPLES'
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

16. WHAT ARE THE NEW HEAVENS AND NEW EARTH?

Read Isaiah 65:17-25, 2 Peter 3:10-13, and Revelation 21-22. John sees new creation, the holy city, God dwelling with His people, tears wiped
away, death gone, the curse removed, and God's servants seeing His face. The Bible's final vision is physical, relational, and God-centered.

17. DOES 'NEW' MEAN GOD THROWS AWAY THIS CREATION?

Christians differ on details. 2 Peter 3 emphasizes judgment and transformation; Romans 8:18-25 describes creation longing to be liberated from
decay. Many therefore see continuity plus radical renewal. What is clear: creation will not remain under corruption forever.

18. WILL THERE STILL BE EARTHLY, EMBODIED LIFE?

Revelation 21-22 includes people, nations, a city, worship, service, relationship, beauty, and God's presence. Eternity is not portrayed as
endless boredom or floating on clouds. New creation fulfills rather than destroys God's good purposes.
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25. WHAT ABOUT PEOPLE WHO CANNOT READ?
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

19. WILL THERE BE WORK IN THE NEW CREATION?

Revelation 22:3 says God's servants will serve Him. Work existed before the fall; the curse made it painful and frustrating. Scripture gives good
reason to expect meaningful activity without futility, exploitation, exhaustion, and decay.

20. WHAT ABOUT ANIMALS AND THE REST OF CREATION?

Romans 8:19-23 teaches that creation anticipates liberation. Isaiah 11:6-9 and 65:25 use striking animal imagery. Scripture does not explicitly
promise the resurrection of a particular pet, but God's redemptive purposes are larger than human souls alone.

21. WILL THERE REALLY BE NO MORE PAIN OR SORROW?

Read Revelation 21:3-5. Death, mourning, crying, and pain are gone. This does not trivialize present wounds. Christian hope can say: 'This
hurts deeply, but it will not last forever.'
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29. DOES LOCAL EVANGELISM MATTER IF UNREACHED
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

22. WILL EVERYTHING THAT WAS LOST BE MADE RIGHT?

Scripture does not promise every earthly loss will be recreated in precisely the same form. It promises something greater: God will make all
things new. Romans 8 describes coming glory beyond comparison with present suffering.

23. WHAT IS FINAL JUDGMENT?

Read Matthew 25:31-46 and Revelation 20:11-15. Every hidden injustice is known to God, and every human being is accountable to the
Creator. Jesus is both Savior and Judge. Final judgment is sobering because sin is serious and hopeful because perfect justice matters.

24, SHOULD CHRISTIANS FEAR FINAL JUDGMENT?

Those in Christ can face judgment with reverence and confidence rather than terror. Romans 8:1 says there is no condemnation for those in
Christ. Salvation is by grace, yet believers' lives matter and Christians will give account. See 2 Corinthians 5:10.

25. WHAT ABOUT PEOPLE WHO REJECT CHRIST?

The New Testament teaches that salvation is found in Christ. See John 3:16-18; John 14:6; Acts 4:12. Christians should not speak of judgment
with arrogance or delight. Judgment should produce humility, gratitude, urgency, prayer, compassion, and Gospel witness.
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BEGINNER SUMMARY
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

26. HOW SHOULD FUTURE HOPE AFFECT GRIEF?

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. Paul does not tell Christians not to grieve; he tells them not to grieve as those without hope. Jesus Himself wept
at Lazarus's tomb. Christian grief contains both tears and resurrection hope.

Memory Anchor
Christian hope does not eliminate grief. It tells grief that death will not have the final word.

27.1S CHRISTIAN HOPE ONLY ABOUT MY PERSONAL FUTURE?

No. Christ returns for His people; the dead in Christ rise together; believers are gathered to Him; the Church waits together. Revelation 7:9-10
pictures a redeemed multitude from every tribe, language, people, and nation. God is redeeming a people.

Memory Anchor
Christ is not merely preparing a future for isolated believers. He is preparing a people for Himself.

28. HOW SHOULD FUTURE HOPE CHANGE LIFE RIGHT NOW?

Read 1 Corinthians 15:58. Future hope should produce present faithfulness: holiness, endurance, courage, generosity, justice, compassion,
mission, worship, faithful work, love, and deeper commitment to the body of Christ. Labor in the Lord is not in vain.
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PART TWO
ST T T T~ T T T T T 7~ Rootedin Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

PART TWO
WANT TO GO DEEPER?

INTERMEDIATE

Eschatology, disputed timelines, judgment, grief, mission, and faithful waiting

Interpretive posture
Christians agree on the central promises of Christian hope while disagreeing about some details of chronology. Where Scripture speaks

clearly, believe it. Where faithful Christians draw different inferences, understand the major views fairly. Where Scripture leaves mystery,
resist pretending to know more than God has revealed.
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32. THE DIFFICULT QUESTION
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

29. WHAT DOES 'ESCHATOLOGY' MEAN?

Eschatology is the study of 'last things': death, Christ's return, resurrection, judgment, the defeat of evil, the kingdom of God, and new creation.
Biblically understood, it is not headline prediction but study of God's promised future and how that future shapes faithful life now.

30. HAVE THE 'LAST DAYS' ALREADY BEGUN?

Yes, in an important biblical sense. Acts 2:16-21 applies Joel's 'last days' language at Pentecost; Hebrews 1:1-2 says God has spoken through
His Son 'in these last days.' Christ's first coming inaugurated the climactic stage of God's redemptive plan.

31. WHAT DOES 'ALREADY / NOT YET' MEAN?

God's kingdom has already arrived through Jesus, but it has not yet reached complete visible fulfillment. Christ has risen, been exalted, poured
out the Spirit, and inaugurated His kingdom. Believers still await His return, resurrection, final judgment, the removal of evil, and new creation.
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36. DOES NATURE TELL SOMEONE THE GOSPEL?
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

32. WHAT IS THE 'RAPTURE'?

The term comes from the ‘caught up' language of 1 Thessalonians 4:17. Paul clearly promises that when Christ comes, dead believers will be
raised, living believers gathered to Him, and God's people will be with the Lord forever. Christians disagree about whether this occurs before,
during, or after a future tribulation.

Memory Anchor
Jesus is coming for His people. The dead in Christ will rise. God's people will be gathered together and be with Him forever.

33. WHAT IS THE TRIBULATION?

Jesus teaches that His followers should expect tribulation in the world (John 16:33). Matthew 24 and Revelation describe severe distress.
Christians disagree about whether a distinct future Great Tribulation lasts seven years and how Daniel and Revelation relate to it. Scripture
repeatedly calls God's people to faithful endurance.
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40. WHAT ABOUT UNIVERSALISM?
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

34. WHAT IS THE MILLENNIUM?

Revelation 20:1-10 describes a thousand-year reign. Premillennialism expects Christ to return before a future millennium. Amillennialism sees
the thousand years as symbolically describing the present reign of Christ and the saints. Postmillennialism expects a long period of Gospel
blessing before Christ returns. Each major view affirms Christ ultimately triumphs.

35. DOES REVELATION GIVE A STRICT CHRONOLOGICAL TIMELINE?

Christians disagree. Revelation contains sequences, cycles, visions, symbols, judgments, and repeated portrayals of conflict and victory. Some
read much chronologically; others see significant recapitulation. Its primary purpose is to unveil Jesus Christ as the victorious Lamb and call His
people to faithfulness.

36. HOW SHOULD PROPHECY BE READ?

Begin with the original text rather than a modern headline. Ask who received the message, what the imagery meant, whether Scripture
interprets the symbol elsewhere, what is clear versus inferred, and how the passage fits God's redemptive purposes in Christ. Prophecy should
create faithfulness more than fascination.
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44. WHAT DOES ROMANS 1 ACTUALLY SAY?
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

37. WHAT DOES JESUS MEAN BY 'l AM COMING SOON'?

Revelation repeatedly emphasizes Christ's coming. Second Peter 3 addresses apparent delay. The language emphasizes certainty, readiness,
and sudden fulfillment rather than permission to calculate a date. Every generation should live ready.

38. WHY DOES GOD ALLOW HISTORY TO CONTINUE WHEN SO MUCH EVIL REMAINS?

Scripture does not explain every moment of delay, but reveals that God is patient, the Gospel continues to go to the nations, and judgment is
coming. See 2 Peter 3:9; Matthew 24:14; Revelation 5:9-10. The continued existence of evil does not mean God approves of it.

39. WHAT HAPPENS TO SATAN?

Christ's victory over hostile powers is already secured through the cross (Colossians 2:15; Hebrews 2:14-15), yet Satan remains active.
Revelation 20 portrays his final defeat. God has no equal; Satan is a creature and rebel whose judgment is certain.
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48. WHAT ABOUT CORNELIUS?
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

40. WHAT ABOUT HELL AND THE LAKE OF FIRE?

Jesus warned repeatedly about final judgment. Revelation 20 connects the lake of fire with Satan, death, Hades, and those not found in the
book of life. The historic majority Christian view is eternal conscious punishment; some Christians argue for conditional immortality. Scripture's
warnings should not be softened or spoken with cruelty.

41. WHY IS FINAL JUDGMENT GOOD NEWS AS WELL AS SOBERING NEWS?

A world where genocide, abuse, exploitation, and murder disappear without ultimate accountability would not be morally good. God's judgment
means evil matters and victims are not forgotten. The Gospel announces that the Judge has also provided the Savior. At the cross, justice and
mercy meet.

Memory Anchor
The Judge has also provided the Savior.

42. WILL CHRISTIANS BE JUDGED FOR THEIR WORKS?

Scripture teaches both justification by grace through faith and accountability for how believers live. See Romans 8:1; Ephesians 2:8-10; 1
Corinthians 3:10-15; 2 Corinthians 5:10. Good works do not purchase salvation; they are fruit of grace and matter eternally.
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52. THE GENESIS-TO-REVELATION NATIONS STORYLINE
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43. WHAT ABOUT PEOPLE WHO NEVER HEARD THE GOSPEL?

Scripture clearly teaches that God is just, humanity is accountable, salvation is through Jesus Christ, and the Church is commanded to take the
Gospel to the nations. Christians differ over some extraordinary cases. Scripture does not authorize salvation apart from Christ, nor does it
authorize questioning God's justice.

44, WILL PEOPLE REMEMBER EARTHLY LIFE IN THE NEW CREATION?

Scripture does not explain the mechanics of memory. Revelation's redeemed people know they have been redeemed. Isaiah 65:17 emphasizes
the disappearance of former sorrow and arrival of new creation. Eternal joy need not depend on ignorance; it rests on seeing reality under
God's righteous rule.

45. HOW CAN HEAVEN BE JOYFUL IF SOME LOVED ONES ARE NOT THERE?

Scripture does not explain exactly how redeemed people will experience knowledge of those under judgment. It does promise that God is
perfectly just and good and will wipe away every tear. Do not minimize the pain behind this question. Where Scripture leaves mystery, trust
God's character.
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56. WHAT ABOUT OTHER RELIGIONS?
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

46. WILL MARRIAGE AND FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS CONTINUE EXACTLY AS NOW?

Jesus teaches that resurrection life will not simply reproduce present marriage structures (Matthew 22:23-33). This does not mean less love.
Earthly marriage points beyond itself toward Christ and His Church. Resurrection brings relationship into a world no longer damaged by sin,
jealousy, abandonment, death, or loss.

47. WILL PEOPLE HAVE FREE WILL IN THE NEW CREATION? COULD SIN HAPPEN AGAIN?

Scripture does not provide a philosophical explanation of freedom in eternity. It does promise that nothing unclean enters the holy city, the curse
is gone, and God's people reign with Him (Revelation 21:27; 22:3-5). Christian theology commonly understands glorified believers as truly
willing and perfected so rebellion no longer arises.

48. WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT BELIEVERS WILL 'REIGN' WITH CHRIST?

Revelation 22:5 and 2 Timothy 2:12 connect God's people with reigning under Christ. Humanity was created for faithful stewardship; sin
corrupted that vocation. Redeemed humanity participates in God's restored purposes. Christ remains King; His people joyfully serve under His
lordship.
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60. CAN HUMAN FAILURE STOP GOD'S PLAN?
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

49. WHAT DOES FUTURE HOPE SAY TO SOMEONE AFRAID OF DEATH?

Hebrews 2:14-15 acknowledges fear of death and points to Jesus. Jesus entered death and came out the other side. Death remains an enemy,
but a defeated enemy. A believer can entrust the unknown experience of dying to the known character of Christ.

Memory Anchor
Jesus is stronger than death.

50. WHAT DOES FUTURE HOPE SAY WHEN SOMEONE IS GRIEVING?

Read John 11. Jesus knew Lazarus would rise and still wept. Knowledge of resurrection does not make grief inappropriate. Christian comfort
should not shame tears or suggest stronger faith would eliminate devastation. Love grieves loss; hope gives grief somewhere to look.

51. WHAT IF SOMEONE IS AFRAID OF GOD'S JUDGMENT?

Begin with the Gospel rather than reassurance based on personal goodness. Romans 8:1 points to security in Christ. Persistent terror may also
involve scrupulosity, anxiety, trauma, or other mental-health concerns. Pastoral care and professional counseling can appropriately accompany
biblical reassurance.
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64. SHOULD MISSIONS MONEY ONLY GO TO THE UNREACHED?
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

52. WHAT IF CHRIST'S RETURN FEELS TOO DISTANT TO MATTER?

The New Testament connects future hope to ordinary life. Because Jesus will return: forgive, serve, resist sin, share the Gospel, care for
people, work faithfully, endure suffering, practice justice, love the Church, and remain watchful. Hope is not primarily a countdown; it is a way of
living.

53. DOES FUTURE HOPE MAKE CARING FOR THIS WORLD UNIMPORTANT?

No. If God intends to redeem creation, creation is not disposable. Romans 8 presents creation as awaiting liberation. Christians should care for
neighbors, justice, stewardship, suffering people, communities, and the created world while remembering that God - not human effort -
completes His kingdom.

54. DOES FUTURE HOPE MEAN CHRISTIANS SHOULD WITHDRAW FROM CULTURE?

No. Jesus calls His followers salt and light and sends disciples into the nations. Future hope frees Christians from both despair and utopianism.
Faithfulness matters precisely because Jesus is Lord and will return.
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68. PRAY WITH THE BIBLE OPEN
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

55. HOW SHOULD FUTURE HOPE AFFECT SUFFERING?

Read Romans 8:18-25. Paul does not say suffering is insignificant; he says future glory is greater. Pain, injustice, and loss are real, but none
are permanent. Future hope does not explain every tragedy. It promises tragedy will not define eternity.

56. HOW SHOULD FUTURE HOPE AFFECT CHRISTIAN MISSION?

Jesus' return creates urgency without panic. The Church keeps making disciples until He returns. Revelation 5:9-10 and 7:9-10 picture
redeemed people from every tribe, language, people, and nation. The authority of mission rests in the Gospel itself, not the impressiveness of
the messenger. Christ's message is true, and His return is certain.

Memory Anchor
The message carries authority because it belongs to Christ. The messenger faithfully points people toward Him.

57. HOW SHOULD FUTURE HOPE AFFECT JUSTICE?

Because final judgment is real, injustice matters. God's future justice does not excuse present indifference. Scripture calls God's people to
defend the vulnerable, practice justice, show mercy, and oppose exploitation. Hope in God's future justice should make believers more - not
less - committed to righteousness now.
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72. SUPPORT LOCAL BELIEVERS
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

58. HOW SHOULD FUTURE HOPE AFFECT HOLINESS?

Read 1 John 3:1-3 and 2 Peter 3:11-14. Biblical prophecy is meant to transform character. A study of Christ's return that produces endless
speculation but little holiness has missed something important.

59. HOW SHOULD FUTURE HOPE AFFECT COURAGE?

If resurrection is true, faithful obedience is never ultimately wasted. Hebrews 11 includes both extraordinary deliverance and terrible suffering.
Christian courage comes not from believing nothing bad can happen, but from knowing nothing - not even death - can separate those in Christ
from God's love.

60. HOW SHOULD FUTURE HOPE AFFECT GENEROSITY?

Jesus teaches His followers to store treasure in heaven (Matthew 6:19-21). Future hope loosens the grip of possessions. Christians can use
temporary resources for eternal purposes. Generosity is a response to grace, not a way to purchase future blessing.
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76. COULD GOD SAVE SOMEONE MIRACULOUSLY WITHOUT A
Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

61. HOW SHOULD FUTURE HOPE AFFECT ORDINARY WORK?

Read Colossians 3:23-24. Parenting, caregiving, teaching, building, cleaning, studying, creating, managing, repairing, and helping neighbors
matter to God. Resurrection means labor done for the Lord is not wasted.

62. HOW SHOULD FUTURE HOPE AFFECT THE CHURCH AS A COMMUNITY?

Read Hebrews 10:23-25. Hope is not merely 'l am waiting for Jesus' but 'we are waiting for Jesus.' The Church worships, grieves, encourages,
bears burdens, proclaims the Gospel, and reminds one another of God's promises together.

Memory Anchor
The Church does not wait for Jesus as scattered strangers. Christ's people wait as one body.

63. WHAT IF CHRISTIANS DISAGREE ABOUT END-TIMES DETAILS?

Disagreement should produce humility rather than hostility. Christians may differ over the millennium, tribulation chronology, rapture timing,
Revelation, Israel and the Church, and some sequence questions. These should not obscure what is clear: Jesus returns, the dead rise, God
judges justly, evil is defeated, God makes all things new, and His people will be with Him forever.

Memory Anchor
The King wins. That is the center.
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80. HAVE YOU HEARD?
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KEY TERMS

BIBLICAL HOPE

Confident expectation rooted in God's character and promises.

RESURRECTION

God raising the dead to embodied life.

INTERMEDIATE STATE

A theological term for the condition between physical death and final resurrection.

SECOND COMING / RETURN OF CHRIST

Jesus' promised future return.

ESCHATOLOGY

The study of last things and God's promised future.

FINAL JUDGMENT

God's ultimate judgment of humanity and evil.

NEW CREATION

The renewed order in which God dwells with His redeemed people and death, curse, and corruption are gone.
ALREADY / NOT YET

God's kingdom has already been inaugurated through Jesus but awaits complete fulfillment.

RAPTURE

A theological term commonly used for believers being caught up to meet Christ, especially from 1 Thessalonians 4:17.
MILLENNIUM

The thousand-year reign described in Revelation 20 and interpreted differently among Christians.
GLORIFICATION

The completion of God's saving work in believers, including resurrection and freedom from sin and corruption.

CORPORATE HOPE

The shared future hope of Christ's people as the Church waits together for His return, resurrection, and the completion of God's promises.
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THE GENESIS-TO-REVELATION NATIONS STORYLINE
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WHAT THIS STUDY DOES NOT TEACH

This study does NOT teach that Christians can calculate the date of Christ's return; that every current event is a direct fulfillment of prophecy;
that one end-times chart should become a test of genuine Christianity; that believers should ignore earthly responsibilities because Jesus is
returning; that physical death is insignificant; that grief demonstrates weak faith; that heaven as the intermediate state is the complete final
hope; that eternal life means endless disembodied existence; that resurrection turns humans into angels; that Scripture answers every question
about new creation; that a specific beloved pet is explicitly promised resurrection; that Christians can create the final kingdom through political
or social effort; that future judgment permits arrogance toward the lost; that good works earn salvation; that Christian hope is merely individual;
or that Gospel authority depends on the charisma or platform of the messenger.

Instead, this study teaches

Jesus rose from the dead. Jesus will return. The dead will rise. God will judge perfectly. Death and evil will be defeated. God will make all things
new. Those who belong to Christ will live with Him forever. The Church waits together for the returning King. The Gospel carries authority
because it is Christ's message. Future hope should produce present faithfulness.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What makes biblical hope different from wishful thinking? 2. Why is Jesus' resurrection the foundation of hope? 3. What does firstfruits
mean? 4. Why reject date-setting? 5. What is the intermediate state? 6. Why is bodily resurrection central? 7. What happens to death? 8. What
are the new heavens and new earth? 9. What is final judgment? 10. What is the already/not yet? 11. What is the rapture? 12. Why do Christians
disagree about the millennium? 13. Why is hope corporate as well as individual? 14. How should hope affect grief, holiness, mission, justice,
generosity, work, Christian community, and endurance?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

How does Revelation 21-22 expand the common picture of 'heaven'? Why does bodily resurrection matter? How can Christians grieve with
hope? Why is final judgment necessary for a truly good future? How can believers discuss disputed end-times views without unnecessary
division? What would change this week if Christ's promised future felt completely real?
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A SIMPLE BIBLE-STUDY PATH
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A 7-DAY SCRIPTURE READING PATH

DAY 1 - THE RISEN JESUS

Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-28. Ask: Why does Paul make resurrection central to Christian faith?
DAY 2 - THE RESURRECTION BODY

Read 1 Corinthians 15:35-58. Ask: What changes when mortality puts on immortality?

DAY 3 - CHRIST WILL RETURN

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and Acts 1:9-11. Ask: What does Paul want grieving Christians to know? Notice that believers are gathered
together to Christ.

DAY 4 - CREATION WAITS

Read Romans 8:18-25. Ask: What does creation itself anticipate?

DAY 5 - LIVE READY

Read Matthew 24:36-51. Ask: How does Jesus define readiness?

DAY 6 - WAIT TOGETHER

Read Hebrews 10:23-25 and Revelation 7:9-10. Ask: How does shared hope strengthen Christian community?
DAY 7 - ALL THINGS NEW

Read Revelation 21-22. Ask: What disappears? What remains? Who is at the center of everything?

WHEN YOU ARE GRIEVING

Read John 11:17-44 and 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. Do not pressure yourself to stop grieving. Jesus wept. Let resurrection speak into grief.

WHEN YOU ARE AFRAID OF DEATH

Read Hebrews 2:14-15 and John 11:25-26. Jesus has already gone through death and risen. Those who belong to Him are not walking into a
place where He has never been.

3Nails | Future Hope | Bible Foundations #133 | Full Study V1

Please verify all content through Scripture. Report possible errors or needed clarifications to 3NailResources@gmail.com.



é‘l‘glmails

Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

WHERE CAN | LEARN MORE?
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WHEN THE WORLD FEELS TOO BROKEN

Read Romans 8:18-25 and Revelation 21:1-5. Name what is broken honestly, then remember: brokenness is not permanent; God has not
abandoned creation; the story is not finished.

WHEN JESUS SEEMS SLOW TO RETURN

Read 2 Peter 3:8-13. Remember the difference between delay and unfaithfulness. What feels long from the human perspective does not mean
God has forgotten His promise.

WHEN END-TIMES DISCUSSIONS CREATE FEAR

Return to what is clear: Jesus is Lord. Jesus is risen. Jesus will return. The dead will be raised. Christ's people will be gathered. Evil will be
judged. Death will end. God will dwell with His people.

WHEN YOU WORRY ABOUT SOMEONE YOU LOVE

Pray for salvation, repentance, and opportunities to love and speak truth. Do not assume responsibility for controlling another person's
response to God. God alone knows every heart perfectly.

WHEN YOU FEEL ALONE WHILE YOU WAIT

Read Hebrews 10:23-25. Ask another believer to pray with you. Worship with the Church. Encourage someone else. Christian hope was never
intended to be carried in isolation.

WHEN THE LIE SAYS...

Nothing will ever change. - God will make all things new (Revelation 21:5). Death wins eventually. - The last enemy to be destroyed is death (1

Corinthians 15:26). Jesus forgot His promise. - God is patient and faithful (2 Peter 3:8-9). My faithfulness does not matter. - Labor in the Lord is

not in vain (1 Corinthians 15:58). | need every end-times detail before | can have confidence. - Hope rests in Jesus, not in mastering a prophetic
chart.

A SIMPLE FUTURE-HOPE PRAYER

This is an example, not a required script. Father, thank You that the future is in Your hands. Thank You for raising Jesus from the dead. Keep
hope centered on Christ rather than fear, speculation, or circumstances. Help Your people live faithfully while they wait, strengthen Your Church
to encourage one another and proclaim the Gospel, and keep our eyes on Jesus. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen.
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FINAL REFLECTION
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THE GOSPEL AND FUTURE HOPE

Christian hope cannot be separated from the Gospel. Humanity's deepest problem is sin and alienation from God. Jesus Christ entered history,
lived without sin, died for sinners, was buried, rose bodily from the dead, reigns, and will return. Those who repent and trust in Christ receive
forgiveness and eternal life by grace. Because Jesus lives, those who belong to Him will live. Because Jesus rose, resurrection is coming.
Because Jesus reigns, evil will not win. Because Jesus will return, history is going somewhere. Because God will make all things new, Christian
hope is never finally disappointed.

WHERE CAN | LEARN MORE?

Begin with Scripture: Isaiah 25; Isaiah 65-66; Daniel 7 and 12; Matthew 24-25; John 5 and 14; Romans 8; 1 Corinthians 15; 1 Thessalonians
4-5; 2 Thessalonians 1-2; Hebrews 10; 2 Peter 3; Revelation 7 and 19-22. Helpful secondary resources may include a trusted study Bible,
careful commentaries on 1 Corinthians 15 and Revelation, BibleProject resources on resurrection and new creation, N. T. Wright's Surprised by
Hope, and Randy Alcorn's Heaven. Outside resources can help, but Scripture remains authoritative.

CLOSING SUMMARY

The Christian story does not end at a grave. Jesus rose. Jesus reigns. Jesus will return. The dead will be raised. God will judge with perfect
justice. Satan will be defeated. Death will be destroyed. Creation will be liberated from corruption. God will make all things new. Christ's people
wait together, and that future changes the present: Christians can grieve with hope, suffer without despair, pursue holiness, practice justice,
love neighbors, encourage one another, share the Gospel, remain faithful, and wait expectantly. The final victory belongs to Jesus.

FINAL MEMORY ANCHOR

Biblical hope is confident expectation rooted in God's faithfulness. Jesus' resurrection is the foundation of Christian hope. Christ will return. The
dead will rise. God will judge with perfect justice. The Church waits together. The Gospel carries authority because it is Christ's message.
Future hope should produce present faithfulness. The world is broken, but it is not abandoned. God will make all things new. The King wins.
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