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Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

BIBLE FOUNDATIONS

Ezra

God Restores His People - Their Worship, His Word, and Their Walk

The Short Answer

The book of Ezra tells the remarkable story of God's faithfulness to His covenant people after the Babylonian exile. God moved the Persian king Cyrus to
allow Jewish exiles to return to Jerusalem, where they rebuilt the altar, restored worship, and eventually completed the temple despite discouragement and
opposition. Years later, Ezra arrived with another group of returning exiles. As a priest and skilled teacher of God's Law, Ezra helped turn the people's
attention from rebuilding Jerusalem's physical structures to rebuilding their spiritual lives through God's Word. Yet Ezra ends with restoration still incomplete.
The people are back in the land and the temple is standing, but sin remains, foreign powers still rule, and the full restoration promised by the prophets has not
yet arrived. Ezra therefore points beyond a rebuilt temple and a returned remnant toward humanity's deeper need: not simply restored circumstances, but
restored hearts. Ultimately, God's redemptive story leads to Jesus Christ, through whom sinners are reconciled to God and God's people become a dwelling
place for His Spirit.

Ezra 1-10 - 2 Chronicles 36 - Isaiah 44-45 - Jeremiah 25; 29 - Haggai 1-2 - Zechariah 1-8

Opening Memory Anchor

God does not merely rebuild what is around His people. He restores what is happening within His people.
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PART ONE

BEGINNER GUIDE

Start by reading: Ezra 1-6; Ezra 7-10.

1. WHERE DOES EZRA FIT IN THE BIBLE'S STORY?

Read 2 Chronicles 36:15-23 and Ezra 1:1-4.

Ezra begins after one of the darkest periods in Israel's history. God had repeatedly warned His people through the prophets about persistent idolatry, injustice, covenant
unfaithfulness, and rebellion. Eventually Jerusalem fell to Babylon.

In 586 BC, Babylon destroyed Jerusalem and Solomon's temple and carried many of the people into exile. But judgment was not the end of the story. Jeremiah had prophesied
that Babylon's domination would not last forever and spoke of seventy years connected with Babylonian rule and Judah's exile (Jeremiah 25:11-12; 29:10). God's people would
experience judgment, but God had not abandoned His covenant purposes.

Then the seemingly impossible happened. Babylon fell to Persia. Around 538 BC, the Persian king Cyrus issued a decree permitting Jewish exiles to return to Jerusalem and
rebuild the temple. Ezra begins almost exactly where 2 Chronicles ends. The message is unmistakable: God's discipline had been real, but so was His faithfulness.

Memory Anchor
Exile was not the end of God's story with His people.

2. DID GOD REALLY USE A PAGAN KING TO RESTORE HIS PEOPLE?

Read Ezra 1:1-4 and Isaiah 44:28-45:7.

Yes. Ezra says, The LORD stirred the heart of Cyrus. Cyrus was not an Israelite king. He ruled the enormous Persian Empire. Yet God used him. Even more remarkably,
Isaiah had named Cyrus long before the Persian king came to power, describing him as the ruler God would use in connection with Jerusalem's restoration and the rebuilding of
the temple.

Isaiah even calls Cyrus God's 'anointed' in Isaiah 45:1 - not because Cyrus was Israel's Messiah, but because God had appointed him for a particular historical purpose. This
reveals an important biblical truth: God's sovereignty is not limited to people who knowingly serve Him. Kings, governments, nations, and empires never operate outside
God's ultimate authority. That does not mean everything rulers do is good or that God approves of every government action. It means human power never outranks divine
sovereignty.

3. WHO RETURNED TO JERUSALEM?

Read Ezra 1:5-11 and Ezra 2.

Not every Jewish exile returned. Those who did return represented a remnant - a portion of God's people returning to the land God had given their ancestors. The first major
return was led by Zerubbabel, a descendant of David's royal line, together with Jeshual/Joshua the high priest.

Ezra 2 contains a long list of returning families. These lists may seem tedious, but they communicate something important: God's restoration involved real people with real
names. The returning community included priests, Levites, temple servants, singers, gatekeepers, and families. God was rebuilding a worshiping community, not merely
repopulating a city.

Returning did not mean returning to comfort. The remnant was much smaller than the nation Israel had once been, Jerusalem and the surrounding region had suffered
enormous destruction, neighboring peoples could be hostile, and the returned families faced the difficult work of rebuilding life in a land many had never personally known. God's
restoration was real, but it did not remove every hardship immediately.

4. WHY DID THEY BUILD THE ALTAR BEFORE THE TEMPLE?

Read Ezra 3:1-6.

One of the first things the returned exiles did was rebuild the altar. The temple itself had not yet been reconstructed. Jerusalem remained damaged. The people were afraid of
surrounding populations. Yet worship resumed. They offered sacrifices according to the Law of Moses and celebrated the Festival of Shelters/Booths.

Their priority teaches something important. Before the walls were restored, before the temple was completed, before their circumstances became secure, they turned toward
God in worship. Biblical restoration begins with God, not merely improved circumstances.

For Christians, the Old Testament sacrificial system also prepares the biblical storyline for Jesus. The sacrifices God commanded were genuine acts of covenant worship, but
they were never God's final answer to human sin. Hebrews explains that repeated animal sacrifices could not finally take away sin; they pointed forward to the once-for-all
sacrifice of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 10:1-14).
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5. WHY DID SOME PEOPLE CRY WHEN THE TEMPLE FOUNDATION WAS LAID?

Read Ezra 3:10-13.

When the foundation of the new temple was completed, many people shouted for joy. But some elderly priests, Levites, and family leaders who remembered Solomon's temple
wept. The sounds became almost indistinguishable: joy and grief filled Jerusalem at the same time.

Scripture does not explicitly tell readers every reason for their tears. They may have remembered the former temple's greatness, grieved everything lost through Judah's
rebellion and exile, or experienced the emotional weight of seeing restoration finally begin. Haggai 2:3 later acknowledges that some remembered the former temple and
considered the new structure unimpressive by comparison. Restoration can contain both gratitude and grief. Faith does not require pretending the past never hurt.

Memory Anchor
God's new work does not require denying yesterday's losses.

6. WHY DID THE TEMPLE REBUILDING STOP?

Read Ezra 4:1-5, 24.

The returning exiles encountered opposition. People living in the region initially offered to participate in rebuilding. Zerubbabel and the other leaders refused because Cyrus had
specifically commissioned the returned Jewish community to rebuild the temple. The opponents then discouraged the builders, frightened them, and worked politically against
the project. Eventually the work stopped.

This pause lasted for years. Discouragement had accomplished what direct opposition could not immediately accomplish. But God had not abandoned the project. He sent
prophets.

7. HOW DID HAGGAI AND ZECHARIAH HELP?

Read Ezra 5:1-2; Haggai 1:1-14; Zechariah 4:6-10.

Haggai and Zechariah spoke God's Word into a discouraged community. Haggai confronted misplaced priorities. The people had begun focusing on their own houses while
God's temple remained unfinished. Zechariah encouraged Zerubbabel with God's promise: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit." - Zechariah 4:6

The prophets did not merely give motivational speeches. They redirected the people toward God's Word, God's priorities, and God's power. Zerubbabel and Jeshua
responded. Construction resumed. The episode demonstrates how God often restores His people: His Word exposes drift, awakens faith, and calls people back to faithful
obedience.

8. WAS THE SECOND TEMPLE FINALLY COMPLETED?

Read Ezra 5-6.

Yes. Regional officials questioned whether the Jews had authorization to rebuild. A search of Persian records eventually confirmed Cyrus's earlier decree. King Darius then
ordered that the work be allowed to continue and that resources be provided for it. The very imperial system that might have stopped the rebuilding became part of God's
provision for completing it.

The temple was finished around 516 BC. The people celebrated its dedication and later observed Passover. Ezra 6:22 explains their joy by identifying the true source of their
success: The LORD had caused the king to be favorable toward them. The temple stood again because God had remained faithful.

9. WHERE IS EZRA DURING THE FIRST SIX CHAPTERS?

He has not appeared yet. That surprises many readers. Ezra 1-6 describes events connected with the first return and temple reconstruction. Ezra himself enters the story in
Ezra 7, several decades later, traditionally dated around 458 BC during the reign of Artaxerxes I.

This means Ezra contains two major movements: Ezra 1-6 - Restoring the Temple and Worship; Ezra 7-10 - Restoring Attention to God's Word and Covenant
Faithfulness. Physical restoration was not enough. God's people also needed spiritual restoration.

10. WHO WAS EZRA?

Read Ezra 7:1-10.

Ezra was a priest descended from Aaron and a skilled scribe - someone deeply trained in God's Law. Ezra 7:10 summarizes his life beautifully. Ezra had determined to: 1.

Study the Law of the LORD. 2. Obey it. 3. Teach it to Israel. The order matters. Ezra did not merely accumulate biblical information so that he could teach other people. God's
Word first shaped him.

Memory Anchor
Study God's Word. Live God's Word. Teach God's Word.
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11. WHY DID THE PERSIAN KING SUPPORT EZRA?

Read Ezra 7:11-28.

King Artaxerxes authorized Ezra to travel to Jerusalem and provided significant support for temple worship and administration. Ezra recognized something deeper than
favorable politics. He repeatedly described 'the gracious hand of the LORD' as being upon him. This expression becomes one of Ezra's important themes.

Similar language appears repeatedly in Ezra and Nehemiah, reinforcing a shared theological emphasis: behind royal decrees, successful journeys, rebuilding efforts, and
human decisions, God's providential hand was directing the restoration (Ezra 7:6, 9, 28; 8:18, 22, 31; Nehemiah 2:8, 18).

Ezra prepared carefully. The king issued decrees. People gave resources. Leaders made decisions. Yet behind these human actions Ezra recognized God's providence.
Providence refers to God's continuing work of sustaining and governing His creation and accomplishing His purposes. Ezra does not treat divine sovereignty and human
responsibility as competitors. People act - and God's hand is at work.

12. WHY DID EZRA REFUSE A MILITARY ESCORT?

Read Ezra 8:21-23, 31.

Before traveling to Jerusalem, Ezra proclaimed a fast. The journey carried real danger. Ezra had previously told the king that God's hand protects those who seek Him. Because
of this, Ezra says he was ashamed to ask the king for soldiers and horsemen for protection. So the people fasted and prayed. God protected them during the journey.

This passage describes Ezra's particular decision; it should not automatically be turned into a universal command that believers must refuse reasonable protection or practical
help. Elsewhere, Nehemiah traveled with military officers and horsemen provided by the king (Nehemiah 2:9), and Scripture does not condemn him. The principle is not: Faith
means refusing practical protection. The deeper principle is: God's people ultimately depend upon God, regardless of what human means He may provide.

13. WHAT CRISIS DID EZRA DISCOVER IN JERUSALEM?

Read Ezra 9.

After arriving, Ezra learned that some Israelites - including leaders - had intermarried with people from surrounding nations in ways connected with religious unfaithfulness. Ezra
was devastated. Why? Because Israel's history had repeatedly demonstrated the danger of adopting the idolatrous worship of surrounding nations.

The concern in Ezra is fundamentally covenant faithfulness and idolatry, not a biblical doctrine of racial superiority. This distinction is essential. The Old Testament itself
includes faithful foreigners who joined themselves to Israel's God - people such as Rahab and Ruth. Ruth was a Moabite who became part of the family line leading to David and
ultimately to Jesus (Matthew 1:5). Scripture therefore cannot responsibly be used to make Ezra's concern into a prohibition against interracial marriage.

The central question was: Would God's covenant people remain faithful to God, or again embrace the idolatry that had contributed to exile?

14. WHY DID EZRA CONFESS SINS HE HAD NOT PERSONALLY COMMITTED?

Read Ezra 9:5-15.

Ezra prayed, 'O my God, | am utterly ashamed...' He identified himself with the covenant community. Rather than standing above the people saying, 'Look what they have
done,' Ezra prayed as part of the people.

Ezra's prayer belongs to a broader biblical pattern of corporate confession. Daniel similarly confessed Israel's sins while identifying himself with the people (Daniel 9:3-19), and
Nehemiah 9 later records another extended prayer acknowledging Israel's repeated unfaithfulness and God's continuing mercy.

Ezra remembered Israel's history. He acknowledged God's justice. He recognized God's mercy in allowing a remnant to return. And he understood the seriousness of repeating
the sins that had already brought devastating consequences. Ezra's prayer demonstrates the seriousness of corporate responsibility without eliminating individual accountability.
Biblical confession does not minimize sin. It agrees with God's assessment of it while appealing to God's mercy.

15. WHAT SHOULD A READER REMEMBER FROM PART ONE?

Ezra's story can be remembered through four movements: RETURN -> REBUILD -> RETURN TO THE WORD -> REPENT. God brought a remnant home. The people rebuilt
the altar and temple. Ezra restored attention to God's Word. God's Word exposed areas requiring repentance. But even after all this, the story was not finished. That leads into
the deeper questions.
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PART TWO

WANT TO GO DEEPER?

INTERMEDIATE

Interpretive posture

Where Scripture speaks clearly, believe it. Where Christians draw inferences, identify them as inferences. Where Scripture leaves mystery, trust God's character and obey
what He has made clear.

16. HOW DOES EZRA CONNECT WITH CHRONICLES AND NEHEMIAH?

The Hebrew Bible's arrangement differs from most modern Christian Old Testaments. Ezra and Nehemiah were also traditionally treated as one continuous work rather
than two completely separate books, which helps explain how closely their stories and themes fit together.

There are also striking literary connections between Chronicles and Ezra. Compare 2 Chronicles 36:22-23 with Ezra 1:1-3. The ending of Chronicles and beginning of Ezra
overlap almost word for word in their account of Cyrus's decree.

The storyline moves naturally: Temple destroyed -> Exile -> Return -> Temple rebuilt -> Community restored -> Jerusalem rebuilt. Nehemiah continues the restoration
story by focusing particularly on Jerusalem's walls and the community's covenant life. Ezra and Nehemiah together demonstrate that restoring buildings was never God's final
objective. God was restoring a people.

17. WHY IS CYRUS SO IMPORTANT TO BIBLICAL HISTORY?

Cyrus the Great conquered Babylon in 539 BC. His empire generally allowed displaced peoples to return to ancestral lands and restore local religious institutions. Ezra presents
the Jewish return within this broader Persian setting while simultaneously interpreting it theologically: God stirred Cyrus's heart.

Isaiah 44:28 even names Cyrus as the ruler associated with Jerusalem's rebuilding and the temple's restoration. Isaiah 45:1 calls Cyrus God's 'anointed' - Hebrew mashiach.
This does not mean Cyrus is the Messiah in the ultimate New Testament sense. The term refers to someone appointed or set apart for a particular purpose. Cyrus becomes a
striking example of God's ability to use a ruler outside Israel to accomplish His covenant purposes.

18. DID JEREMIAH'S 'SEVENTY YEARS' COME TRUE?

Read Jeremiah 25:11-12; 29:10; 2 Chronicles 36:20-23; Ezra 1:1.

Yes, though discussions exist about exactly which historical dates should mark the beginning and ending of the seventy-year period. Possible reference points include Babylon's
domination beginning around 605 BC, Jerusalem's destruction in 586 BC, Cyrus's decree around 538 BC, and the temple's completion around 516 BC.

Scholars have proposed different ways of relating these dates to Jeremiah's seventy years, so the study should not imply that only one chronological calculation is possible. The
biblical emphasis is clearer than every chronological question: Babylon's domination would be temporary, and God would restore His people according to His promise.
Ezra 1 deliberately connects Cyrus's decree with the fulfilment of God's word through Jeremiah. Readers do not need to resolve every chronological proposal to understand the
central point: God kept His Word.

19. WHY WAS THE SECOND TEMPLE IMPORTANT - AND WHY WAS IT STILL NOT ENOUGH?

The rebuilt temple represented enormous restoration. Sacrifices could resume. Priestly ministry could function. Israel's worship once again had a central sanctuary in Jerusalem.
Yet something remained incomplete.

The prophets had described restoration in magnificent terms involving God's reign, transformed hearts, renewed creation, justice, peace, and the nations coming to know God.
The people returned from Babylon - but remained under Persian rule. The temple returned - but sin remained. Sacrifices returned - but humanity still needed final atonement.
The priesthood returned - but priests themselves remained sinners. The land was restored - but the kingdom of God had not yet appeared in its fullness.

Ezra therefore occupies an important place in redemptive history: God had restored much, but His people were still waiting for more. The second temple itself would remain
part of Israel's story for centuries. It was later greatly expanded and beautified under Herod the Great - the temple complex familiar from the Gospels - but it was eventually
destroyed by the Romans in AD 70. Even the restored temple was therefore never the final destination of God's redemptive story.

20. HOW DOES THE TEMPLE STORY POINT TOWARD JESUS?

This connection should be made carefully. Zerubbabel's temple is not simply a direct symbol in which every detail predicts Jesus. But the temple belongs to a larger biblical
theme: God dwelling with His people. The storyline develops from: Eden -> Tabernacle -> Temple -> Jesus -> Church -> New Creation.

John says Jesus ‘became flesh and made his home among us' (John 1:14). Jesus later identified His own body as the true temple that would be destroyed and raised again
(John 2:19-21). Through Christ, believers become God's dwelling place through the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:4-5). And Revelation ends with God dwelling
permanently with His redeemed people (Revelation 21:1-3, 22). Ezra celebrates a rebuilt temple. The Gospel reveals something greater: God came to dwell among humanity
in Jesus Christ.
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21. WHAT MAKES EZRA 9-10 SO DIFFICULT?

Ezra 9-10 records one of the book's most difficult episodes. After Ezra's confession, the community responds to the problem of prohibited marriages. A process is established to
investigate the cases, and Ezra 10 describes men separating from foreign wives, with the text also mentioning children.

Modern readers naturally ask difficult questions: What happened to the women? What happened to the children? Was divorce actually commanded by God? Why does
Nehemiah address similar intermarriage problems differently? These questions should not be dismissed. Scripture explicitly records the community's decision and process, but
the text does not answer every ethical and pastoral question modern readers may have about how every family was affected. Christians therefore should be careful not to make
the passage say more than it says.

22. DOES EZRA 10 MEAN GOD GENERALLY WANTS BELIEVERS TO DIVORCE UNBELIEVING SPOUSES?

Read 1 Corinthians 7:12-16.

No. The New Testament explicitly addresses believers married to unbelievers. Paul teaches that if an unbelieving spouse is willing to remain in the marriage, the Christian
spouse should not divorce that person merely because the spouse is an unbeliever.

Ezra 10 occurs within Israel's unique covenant situation after exile and must be understood within that redemptive-historical context. Christians should therefore not use Ezra 10
as a general command to end marriages because one spouse does not share the other's faith. The New Testament does warn Christians about entering spiritually mismatched
relationships (see 2 Corinthians 6:14 in its broader context), but existing marriages require their own biblical and pastoral consideration.

23. WAS THE PROBLEM ETHNICITY OR IDOLATRY?

The broader biblical evidence strongly points toward religious and covenant unfaithfulness, not racial purity. Consider Ruth. She was a Moabite. Yet Ruth declared to Naomi:
'Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God.' - Ruth 1:16 She became part of Israel and an ancestor of David. Rahab was a Canaanite woman who trusted
Israel's God and was incorporated into God's people. The Law itself made provision for foreigners who joined themselves appropriately to Israel's covenant community.

The problem was not that foreigners possessed the wrong ethnicity. The danger was abandoning the LORD for other gods. This becomes especially clear elsewhere in
Scripture when foreign marriages lead Israel's leaders toward idolatry, as happened dramatically with Solomon (1 Kings 11:1-10). Biblical holiness must never be distorted
into racial superiority.

24. WHY DOES EZRA END SO ABRUPTLY?

Ezra ends with a list of those involved in the marriage crisis. There is no triumphant conclusion. No statement that everything is finally fixed. No declaration that Israel's
restoration is complete. That may be part of the book's theological power.

The temple has been rebuilt. Worship has been restored. God's Law is being taught. Sin has been confronted. Yet the human heart remains a problem. Israel needs something
deeper than geographic return. Humanity needs more than external reform.

The prophets had already anticipated this deeper work. Jeremiah spoke of a new covenant in which God's law would be written on people's hearts (Jeremiah 31:31-34). Ezekiel
spoke of God giving His people a new heart and a new spirit (Ezekiel 36:25-27). Ezra's incomplete ending helps readers feel the unresolved tension: Who will finally restore
God's people from the inside out?

25. HOW DOES EZRA ULTIMATELY CONNECT TO THE GOSPEL?

Ezra records genuine restoration. But it also reveals restoration's limits. The people could return to Jerusalem - but returning geographically could not transform the human
heart. The temple could be rebuilt - but the temple could not permanently remove sin. Sacrifices could resume - but they had to be offered repeatedly. Ezra could teach God's
Law - but knowing God's commands could not by itself create a new heart.

Humanity needed a greater restoration. Jesus came to accomplish what external rebuilding could never accomplish. Through His death and resurrection, Jesus provides
forgiveness and reconciliation with God. Through the Holy Spirit, God begins transforming His people from within.

And Scripture's story ultimately moves toward complete restoration - not merely one rebuilt city, but a renewed creation where God dwells permanently with His people. Read
Revelation 21:1-5. Ezra is therefore not simply the story of people going home. It is one chapter in the much larger biblical story of God bringing His people home to Himself.

Memory Anchor
The deepest restoration is not returning to a place. It is returning to God.
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WHAT DOES EZRA TEACH ABOUT GOD?
GOD IS FAITHFUL.

Exile did not cancel God's promises. God remembered His covenant and preserved a remnant.

GOD IS SOVEREIGN.

He worked through Cyrus, Darius, Artaxerxes, prophets, priests, governors, ordinary families, and international events.

GOD IS HOLY.

Restoration did not mean sin suddenly became unimportant. The God who forgives His people also calls them to faithfulness.

GOD IS MERCIFUL.

The returning exiles did not earn restoration. Their return was evidence of God's mercy after deserved judgment.

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH HIS WORD.

Haggai, Zechariah, and Ezra each demonstrate the central role God's Word plays in restoring God's people.

GOD'S RESTORATION POINTS FORWARD.

The rebuilt temple and restored community were genuine gifts, but neither represented the final fulfillment of God's promises. The story continued toward Christ.

WHAT CAN EZRA TEACH BELIEVERS TODAY?
1. BEGIN RESTORATION WITH GOD.

When something has fallen apart, the natural impulse is often to rebuild circumstances first. Ezra reminds readers that spiritual restoration matters more deeply. Ask: What is
God doing in the heart while everything else is being rebuilt?

2. DO NOT CONFUSE DELAY WITH ABANDONMENT.

The temple project stalled for years. God's purpose had not failed. Delay can be difficult without being final.

3. LET GOD'S WORD CORRECT PRIORITIES.

Haggai confronted misplaced priorities. Ezra studied, obeyed, and taught Scripture. God's Word does more than provide encouragement. It also corrects, exposes, redirects,
and transforms.

4. REPENTANCE IS MORE THAN FEELING BAD.

Ezra grieved deeply, but the story did not end with emotion. Biblical repentance involves turning toward God and responding faithfully to what He has revealed.

5. DO NOT TURN BIBLICAL HOLINESS INTO HUMAN PREJUDICE.

Ezra's concern about intermarriage must not be distorted into racial or ethnic superiority. God's redemptive story has always been moving toward people from every nation, tribe,
people, and language worshiping Him together (Revelation 7:9-10).

6. REMEMBER THAT EXTERNAL REFORM CANNOT CREATE A NEW HEART.

Better circumstances matter. Healthy churches matter. Biblical teaching matters. Wise structures matter. But humanity's deepest problem is sin. Only God can ultimately make
people new.
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EZRA AT A GLANCE
CTmelMovement WhatWappens

586 BC Jerusalem and Solomon's temple destroyed by Babylon.
539 BC Persia conquers Babylon under Cyrus.

c. 538 BC Cyrus permits Jewish exiles to return.

ZERUBBABEL + JESHUA First major return. Altar rebuilt. Temple rebuilding begins.
OPPOSITION + DELAY The rebuilding stalls under pressure and discouragement.
HAGGAI + ZECHARIAH God's Word calls the people back to the work.

c. 516 BC Second temple completed.

SEVERAL DECADES PASS The restoration story continues under Persian rule.

c. 458 BC Ezra arrives in Jerusalem.

EZRA Studies God's Word. Obeys God's Word. Teaches God's Word.
SIN EXPOSED -> CONFESSION -> The community confronts covenant unfaithfulness.
REPENTANCE

RESTORATION REMAINS INCOMPLETE The story still points forward.

JESUS CHRIST Ultimate restoration and God dwelling with His people.

KEY PEOPLE TO REMEMBER

CYRUS - Persian king whom God used to authorize the Jewish return and temple rebuilding.

ZERUBBABEL - Davidic descendant who helped lead the first major return and temple reconstruction.

JESHUA/JOSHUA - High priest who served alongside Zerubbabel.

HAGGAI - Prophet who confronted the returned community's misplaced priorities and urged them to rebuild.

ZECHARIAH - Prophet who encouraged the people and Zerubbabel to trust God's Spirit and promises.

DARIUS - Persian king under whom the temple rebuilding was confirmed and completed.

ARTAXERXES - Persian king who authorized and supported Ezra's mission.

EZRA - Priest and skilled teacher of God's Law who led a later return and called the community toward covenant faithfulness.
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SUGGESTED STUDY PACE

This study may be completed at once or divided into shorter sessions.

Session 1 - Returning and Rebuilding
Questions 1-8. Read Ezra 1-6.

Session 2 - Ezra and the Word of God
Questions 9-15. Read Ezra 7-10.

Session 3 - Want to Go Deeper?
Questions 16-25. Explore Ezra's place in redemptive history, the difficult questions surrounding Ezra 9-10, and the book's movement toward Jesus and the Gospel.

Optional Fourth Session - Review and Application
Use What Does Ezra Teach About God?, What Can Ezra Teach Believers Today?, the timeline, key people, review questions, and final Memory Anchors.
For personal study, readers may simply move at whatever pace allows time to open and read the referenced passages carefully.

REVIEW

1. Who allowed the Jewish exiles to return to Jerusalem?
Cyrus, king of Persia.
2. What did the returning exiles rebuild first?
The altar.
3. Who led the first major return?
Zerubbabel and Jeshua/Joshua the high priest.
4. Which prophets encouraged the temple rebuilding?
Haggai and Zechariah.
5. What three things characterize Ezra's relationship with God's Word?
Study it -> Obey it -> Teach it.
6. What phrase repeatedly describes God's providential care for Ezra?
The gracious hand of the LORD was upon him.
7. Was Ezra's intermarriage crisis fundamentally about racial purity?
No. The broader biblical context shows that the central issue was covenant faithfulness and the danger of idolatry.
8. Why does Ezra's restoration remain incomplete?
The people returned and the temple was rebuilt, but sin remained and the fullness of God's promised restoration had not yet arrived.
9. What greater restoration does the biblical storyline ultimately reveal?
Restoration to God through Jesus Christ, culminating in God's renewed creation and permanent dwelling with His people.

FINAL MEMORY ANCHORS

« Exile was not the end of God's story with His people.

« God's new work does not require denying yesterday's losses.

« Study God's Word. Live God's Word. Teach God's Word.

« God does not merely rebuild what is around His people. He restores what is happening within His people.
« The deepest restoration is not returning to a place. It is returning to God.
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CONTINUE STUDYING

To understand Ezra within the larger biblical story, read:

Before Ezra:
2 Kings 24-25; 2 Chronicles 36; Isaiah 44:24-45:7; Jeremiah 25; 29

Alongside Ezra:
Haggai 1-2; Zechariah 1-8

Continue the Story:
Nehemiah 1-13

Follow the Restoration Theme:
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:22-28; John 2:13-22; Hebrews 8-10; Ephesians 2:11-22; Revelation 21-22

CLOSING

Ezra begins with ruins. Jerusalem has been devastated. The temple is gone. God's people have lived in exile. Humanly speaking, Israel's story could have looked finished.

But God had not forgotten His people. He stirred a king. He brought a remnant home. He restored worship. He raised prophets. He enabled the temple to be rebuilt. He sent Ezra to
teach His Word. And when God's Word exposed sin, He called His people again toward repentance.

Yet Ezra deliberately leaves readers wanting something more. A rebuilt temple was not enough. A restored city would not be enough. Even returning to the Promised Land was not
enough. God's people needed hearts restored to God.

The Bible's story continues until the One greater than the temple arrives - Jesus Christ. Through Him, sinners are forgiven, God's Spirit dwells within His people, and the promise of
restoration expands far beyond Jerusalem toward the day when God makes all things new.

Ezra's message is therefore both historical and deeply personal: God faithfully restores - but His greatest work is not simply rebuilding what has been lost. He brings His
people back to Himself.

Final Memory Anchor
The deepest restoration is not returning to a place. It is returning to God.

Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus
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