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BIBLE ORIENTATION COLLECTION

Expanded Old Testament
Bible Memory Map
A beginner-friendly guide to the story, message, people, key passages, and Jesus connections of all 
39 Old Testament books

PURPOSE
See where every Old Testament book belongs, remember its main message, and follow the Bible's unfolding story toward Jesus.

Welcome
The Old Testament contains history, law, poetry, wisdom, prophecy, worship, family stories, national crises, and promises. Yet its 39 
books tell one unfolding story: God creates, humanity rebels, God begins His plan of redemption, forms a covenant people, reveals His 
holiness and mercy, and promises a coming King and Savior.
Begin with the big picture. Read the passages. Let the map become clearer over time.

A note about the 39-book count
This guide follows the 39-book arrangement found in Protestant Bibles. Catholic and Orthodox Old Testaments include additional books 
and sometimes arrange or combine books differently.

Scripture translation
Short Scripture quotations are from the Berean Standard Bible unless otherwise noted. Most entries provide references so readers can 
examine each passage in context.

A prayer before you begin
Father, thank You for giving us Your Word. Help me understand the Old Testament story, recognize Your faithfulness, and see how 
Your promises lead to Jesus. Amen.
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How to Use This Map
This expanded guide looks at each book as a whole. Every entry provides eight elements: place in the story, big idea, key people or 
themes, defining passage, memory anchor, Jesus connection, key connections, and a 30-second summary.
 Read the place in the story before interpreting an isolated verse.
 Remember the big idea and memory anchor.
 Open the defining passage in your own Bible.
 Follow Jesus connections carefully. Some are direct quotations or promises; others are patterns, offices, or themes.
 Use the 30-second summary to practice explaining the book aloud.

The Old Testament story at a glance
Creation: God creates a good world and makes humanity in His image.
Rebellion: Human sin brings guilt, death, disorder, and separation.
Promise: God begins His redemptive plan and promises blessing through Abraham.
Exodus and covenant: God rescues Israel, gives His law, and dwells among His people.
Land and kingdom: Israel enters Canaan and receives kings; David is promised an enduring royal line.
Division and exile: Persistent rebellion divides the kingdom and brings Assyrian and Babylonian judgment.
Return and waiting: God preserves a remnant, restores Jerusalem, and leaves His people waiting for the Messiah.

Simple date spine
Abraham: about 2000 BC | Exodus: often dated about 1446 or 1260 BC | David: about 1010-970 BC | Kingdom divides: about 930 BC | 
Samaria falls: 722 BC | Jerusalem falls: 586 BC | Cyrus' decree: 539-538 BC | Second temple: 516 BC | Nehemiah's walls: about 445 
BC | Malachi: about 450-430 BC.
Dates are approximate. Some questions, especially the date of the exodus and dates of certain prophetic books, remain debated.

Five book groups
Law: beginnings, redemption, covenant, holiness, and preparation. History: land, judges, kings, exile, return, and preservation. Poetry 
and Wisdom: worship, suffering, wisdom, life, and love. Major Prophets: judgment, restoration, the Servant, the Spirit, and God's 
kingdom. Minor Prophets: repentance, justice, mercy, the Day of the LORD, and messianic hope.
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THE LAW
GENESIS
Place in the story: Creation through Jacob's family settling in Egypt.
Big idea: Genesis introduces creation, rebellion, judgment, covenant, and promise. Jesus comes through Abraham's family and 
extends God's promised blessing to the nations.
Key people and events: Adam and Eve; Noah; Abraham and Sarah; Isaac and Rebekah; Jacob, his twelve sons, and Joseph.
Defining passage: Genesis 12:1-3
Memory anchor: God begins His plan to bless all nations through Abraham's family.
Jesus connection: Genesis introduces creation, rebellion, judgment, covenant, and promise. Jesus comes through Abraham's family 
and extends God's promised blessing to the nations.
Key connections: Genesis 3:15; 12:1-3; 22:15-18; Matthew 1:1; Romans 5:12-21; Galatians 3:8, 16.
30-second summary: God begins His plan to bless all nations through Abraham's family. Genesis introduces creation, rebellion, 
judgment, covenant, and promise. Jesus comes through Abraham's family and extends God's promised blessing to the nations.

EXODUS
Place in the story: Israel's rescue from Egypt and covenant at Sinai.
Big idea: The exodus becomes the Old Testament's foundational picture of divine rescue. Passover, covenant, priesthood, and God's 
presence prepare readers to understand Jesus.
Key people and events: Moses, Pharaoh, Passover, the Red Sea, Sinai, the law, the golden calf, and the tabernacle.
Defining passage: Exodus 6:6-8
Memory anchor: The LORD rescues His people, claims them as His own, and brings them into covenant.
Jesus connection: The exodus becomes the Old Testament's foundational picture of divine rescue. Passover, covenant, priesthood, 
and God's presence prepare readers to understand Jesus.
Key connections: Exodus 12; Matthew 2:13-15; Luke 9:28-31; John 1:14, 29; 1 Corinthians 5:7; Hebrews 8.
30-second summary: The LORD rescues His people, claims them as His own, and brings them into covenant. The exodus becomes 
the Old Testament's foundational picture of divine rescue. Passover, covenant, priesthood, and God's presence prepare readers to 
understand Jesus.

LEVITICUS
Place in the story: Israel at Sinai after the tabernacle is completed.
Big idea: Leviticus explains holiness, sacrifice, priesthood, cleansing, worship, and atonement. The sacrifices and priesthood prepare 
for Jesus, our perfect High Priest and once-for-all sacrifice.
Key people and events: Priests, sacrifices, purity, the Day of Atonement, holy living, and appointed feasts.
Defining passage: Leviticus 19:1-2
Memory anchor: The holy God calls His people to belong to Him and reflect His character.
Jesus connection: Leviticus explains holiness, sacrifice, priesthood, cleansing, worship, and atonement. The sacrifices and priesthood 
prepare for Jesus, our perfect High Priest and once-for-all sacrifice.
Key connections: Leviticus 16; 23; John 1:29; 1 Corinthians 15:20-23; Acts 2:1-4; Hebrews 7-10.
30-second summary: The holy God calls His people to belong to Him and reflect His character. Leviticus explains holiness, sacrifice, 
priesthood, cleansing, worship, and atonement. The sacrifices and priesthood prepare for Jesus, our perfect High Priest and once-for-
all sacrifice.

NUMBERS
Place in the story: Israel's wilderness journey toward the promised land.
Big idea: Numbers records Israel's wilderness unbelief and God's just discipline. Human faithlessness does not cancel God's character 
or covenant purpose.
Key people and events: The censuses, spies, wilderness rebellion, Korah, the bronze serpent, Balaam, and a new generation.
Defining passage: Numbers 23:19
Memory anchor: God remains faithful when His people are fearful and inconsistent.
Jesus connection: Numbers records Israel's wilderness unbelief and God's just discipline. Human faithlessness does not cancel God's 
character or covenant purpose.
Key connections: Numbers 21:4-9; 24:15-19; Matthew 4:1-11; John 3:14-16; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13.
30-second summary: God remains faithful when His people are fearful and inconsistent. Numbers records Israel's wilderness unbelief 
and God's just discipline. Human faithlessness does not cancel God's character or covenant purpose.

DEUTERONOMY
Place in the story: Moses' final teaching on the edge of Canaan.
Big idea: Moses renews covenant instruction for Israel before the promised land. Jesus identifies this wholehearted love for God as the 
greatest commandment.
Key people and events: Moses' final speeches, covenant renewal, blessings and curses, Joshua's commissioning, and Moses' death.
Defining passage: Deuteronomy 6:4-5
Memory anchor: The one true God calls His people to love Him with their whole lives.
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Jesus connection: Moses renews covenant instruction for Israel before the promised land. Jesus identifies this wholehearted love for 
God as the greatest commandment.
Key connections: Deuteronomy 6:4-9; 18:15-19; Matthew 4:1-11; 22:34-40; Acts 3:17-26.
30-second summary: The one true God calls His people to love Him with their whole lives. Moses renews covenant instruction for 
Israel before the promised land. Jesus identifies this wholehearted love for God as the greatest commandment.
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HISTORY
JOSHUA
Place in the story: Israel enters and settles the promised land.
Big idea: Joshua leads Israel into the land God promised. The land provides real rest, but Hebrews points beyond it to the fuller rest 
God gives through Christ.
Key people and events: Joshua, Rahab, the Jordan, Jericho, conquest, land allotments, and covenant renewal.
Defining passage: Joshua 1:7-9
Memory anchor: God's people move forward by trusting His presence and obeying His Word.
Jesus connection: Joshua leads Israel into the land God promised. The land provides real rest, but Hebrews points beyond it to the 
fuller rest God gives through Christ.
Key connections: Joshua 21:43-45; Matthew 1:21; Hebrews 3:7-4:11.
Important context: The conquest is presented as a particular act of divine judgment within a specific stage of redemptive history, not 
general permission for religious violence. Read Genesis 15:13-16; Deuteronomy 7:1-11; 9:4-6.
30-second summary: God's people move forward by trusting His presence and obeying His Word. Joshua leads Israel into the land 
God promised. The land provides real rest, but Hebrews points beyond it to the fuller rest God gives through Christ.

JUDGES
Place in the story: Israel in Canaan before the monarchy.
Big idea: Judges repeats a cycle of rebellion, oppression, crying out, and temporary deliverance. Its chaos creates longing for a 
perfectly righteous King.
Key people and events: Deborah, Gideon, Jephthah, Samson, oppression, temporary deliverance, and moral collapse.
Defining passage: Judges 21:25
Memory anchor: Self-defined morality produces rebellion, disorder, and suffering.
Jesus connection: Judges repeats a cycle of rebellion, oppression, crying out, and temporary deliverance. Its chaos creates longing 
for a perfectly righteous King.
Key connections: Judges 2:10-19; 21:25; Psalm 2; Luke 1:31-33; Hebrews 11:32-34.
Important context: Judges often records behavior without approving it. Jephthah's vow in Judges 11 belongs to the book's tragedy 
and is not a model of faithful devotion.
30-second summary: Self-defined morality produces rebellion, disorder, and suffering. Judges repeats a cycle of rebellion, 
oppression, crying out, and temporary deliverance. Its chaos creates longing for a perfectly righteous King.

RUTH
Place in the story: A family story during the period of the judges.
Big idea: Ruth's story of grief, loyalty, provision, and family redemption leads into David's family line and ultimately to Jesus.
Key people and events: Naomi, Ruth, Boaz, gleaning, kinsman-redemption, marriage, and Obed.
Defining passage: Ruth 4:13-17
Memory anchor: God works through faithfulness and redemption to advance His saving plan.
Jesus connection: Ruth's story of grief, loyalty, provision, and family redemption leads into David's family line and ultimately to Jesus.
Key connections: Ruth 2:19-20; 4:1-17; Matthew 1:1-6; Galatians 4:4-5; Titus 2:11-14.
30-second summary: God works through faithfulness and redemption to advance His saving plan. Ruth's story of grief, loyalty, 
provision, and family redemption leads into David's family line and ultimately to Jesus.

1 SAMUEL
Place in the story: Israel's transition from judges to kings.
Big idea: The book moves from judges to kings. Saul appears impressive but rejects God; David is the unexpected shepherd God 
anoints in the royal line leading to Christ.
Key people and events: Hannah, Samuel, Saul, Jonathan, David, the ark, anointing, and David and Goliath.
Defining passage: 1 Samuel 16:7
Memory anchor: People see outward appearance, but the LORD sees the heart.
Jesus connection: The book moves from judges to kings. Saul appears impressive but rejects God; David is the unexpected shepherd 
God anoints in the royal line leading to Christ.
Key connections: 1 Samuel 2:1-10; 16:1-13; Matthew 3:16-17; Luke 1:31-33; Acts 13:21-23.
30-second summary: People see outward appearance, but the LORD sees the heart. The book moves from judges to kings. Saul 
appears impressive but rejects God; David is the unexpected shepherd God anoints in the royal line leading to Christ.

2 SAMUEL
Place in the story: David's reign over united Israel.
Big idea: The promise concerns David's dynasty and finds its ultimate fulfillment in Jesus, the Son of David whose kingdom will never 
end.
Key people and events: David, Jerusalem, the ark, the Davidic covenant, Bathsheba, Nathan, and Absalom.
Defining passage: 2 Samuel 7:12-16
Memory anchor: God promises David a royal descendant whose kingdom will endure.
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Jesus connection: The promise concerns David's dynasty and finds its ultimate fulfillment in Jesus, the Son of David whose kingdom 
will never end.
Key connections: 2 Samuel 7:8-16; Psalm 89:19-37; Luke 1:31-33; Acts 2:29-36; Romans 1:1-4.
30-second summary: God promises David a royal descendant whose kingdom will endure. The promise concerns David's dynasty and 
finds its ultimate fulfillment in Jesus, the Son of David whose kingdom will never end.

1 KINGS
Place in the story: Solomon's reign and the kingdom's division.
Big idea: Solomon builds the temple, but his failures and the kingdom's division expose the need for a wiser King. Jesus is greater than 
Solomon and the temple.
Key people and events: Solomon, the temple, Rehoboam, Jeroboam, Elijah, Ahab, Jezebel, and the divided kingdom.
Defining passage: 1 Kings 8:27-30
Memory anchor: The God heaven cannot contain graciously hears His people.
Jesus connection: Solomon builds the temple, but his failures and the kingdom's division expose the need for a wiser King. Jesus is 
greater than Solomon and the temple.
Key connections: 1 Kings 8:22-30; Matthew 12:42; John 1:14; 2:18-22; Colossians 2:9.
30-second summary: The God heaven cannot contain graciously hears His people. Solomon builds the temple, but his failures and 
the kingdom's division expose the need for a wiser King. Jesus is greater than Solomon and the temple.

2 KINGS
Place in the story: The divided kingdoms through exile.
Big idea: Israel and Judah repeatedly ignore the prophets. Assyria conquers Israel and Babylon exiles Judah, yet the book's ending 
preserves a small sign of Davidic hope.
Key people and events: Elijah, Elisha, Naaman, Hezekiah, Josiah, Samaria's fall, Jerusalem's fall, and exile.
Defining passage: 2 Kings 17:13-14
Memory anchor: Persistent rejection of God's warnings leads to judgment and exile.
Jesus connection: Israel and Judah repeatedly ignore the prophets. Assyria conquers Israel and Babylon exiles Judah, yet the book's 
ending preserves a small sign of Davidic hope.
Key connections: 2 Kings 5:1-15; 17:7-23; Luke 4:24-27; 7:11-17; Hebrews 1:1-3.
30-second summary: Persistent rejection of God's warnings leads to judgment and exile. Israel and Judah repeatedly ignore the 
prophets. Assyria conquers Israel and Babylon exiles Judah, yet the book's ending preserves a small sign of Davidic hope.

1 CHRONICLES
Place in the story: Israel's story retold for a postexile community.
Big idea: Chronicles retells Israel's story with attention to David, worship, temple, priesthood, and covenant promise, connecting the 
restored community to God's continuing purpose.
Key people and events: Genealogies, David, the ark, Levites, worship, temple preparations, and God's promise.
Defining passage: 1 Chronicles 16:23-24
Memory anchor: Declare God's salvation and glory among the nations.
Jesus connection: Chronicles retells Israel's story with attention to David, worship, temple, priesthood, and covenant promise, 
connecting the restored community to God's continuing purpose.
Key connections: 1 Chronicles 17:7-14; Matthew 1:1-17; Luke 1:31-33; Romans 1:1-4.
30-second summary: Declare God's salvation and glory among the nations. Chronicles retells Israel's story with attention to David, 
worship, temple, priesthood, and covenant promise, connecting the restored community to God's continuing purpose.

2 CHRONICLES
Place in the story: Judah's kings, temple, exile, and Cyrus' decree.
Big idea: This promise was given to Israel in connection with temple, covenant, and land. It reveals God's mercy but is not a direct 
national guarantee to every modern country.
Key people and events: Solomon, Judah's kings, reforms, prophetic warnings, Babylon, exile, and Cyrus.
Defining passage: 2 Chronicles 7:13-14
Memory anchor: God calls His covenant people to humble repentance.
Jesus connection: This promise was given to Israel in connection with temple, covenant, and land. It reveals God's mercy but is not a 
direct national guarantee to every modern country.
Key connections: 2 Chronicles 7:11-22; 36:15-23; John 2:18-22; Acts 2:29-36; Revelation 21:22-23.
30-second summary: God calls His covenant people to humble repentance. This promise was given to Israel in connection with 
temple, covenant, and land. It reveals God's mercy but is not a direct national guarantee to every modern country.

EZRA
Place in the story: Return from exile and rebuilding the temple.
Big idea: Ezra records return from exile, temple rebuilding, and restored instruction. The return is genuine but incomplete; God's 
people still need deeper heart renewal.
Key people and events: Cyrus, Zerubbabel, Jeshua (Joshua) the high priest, the temple, Ezra, repentance, and reform.
Defining passage: Ezra 7:10
Memory anchor: Study God's Word, practice it, and then teach it.
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Jesus connection: Ezra records return from exile, temple rebuilding, and restored instruction. The return is genuine but incomplete; 
God's people still need deeper heart renewal.
Key connections: Ezra 1:1-4; 3:10-13; Jeremiah 29:10-14; Matthew 1:12-16; Hebrews 8:6-13.
30-second summary: Study God's Word, practice it, and then teach it. Ezra records return from exile, temple rebuilding, and restored 
instruction. The return is genuine but incomplete; God's people still need deeper heart renewal.

NEHEMIAH
Place in the story: Rebuilding Jerusalem's walls and covenant community.
Big idea: Rebuilt walls cannot repair the human heart. God's people also need spiritual renewal, justice, worship, and covenant 
faithfulness.
Key people and events: Nehemiah, Artaxerxes, opposition, the walls, Ezra's reading, confession, and renewal.
Defining passage: Nehemiah 8:8-10
Memory anchor: God's Word should be read clearly and understood.
Jesus connection: Rebuilt walls cannot repair the human heart. God's people also need spiritual renewal, justice, worship, and 
covenant faithfulness.
Key connections: Nehemiah 8:1-12; 9:32-38; Jeremiah 31:31-34; John 3:1-8; Hebrews 8:8-12.
30-second summary: God's Word should be read clearly and understood. Rebuilt walls cannot repair the human heart. God's people 
also need spiritual renewal, justice, worship, and covenant faithfulness.

ESTHER
Place in the story: Jewish life and preservation under Persian rule.
Big idea: Though God's name is not directly mentioned, His providential care is visible in the preservation of the Jewish people and the 
covenant line leading to Jesus.
Key people and events: Esther, Mordecai, Ahasuerus, Haman, threatened genocide, reversal, and Purim.
Defining passage: Esther 4:13-14
Memory anchor: God can position ordinary people to act courageously within His purpose.
Jesus connection: Though God's name is not directly mentioned, His providential care is visible in the preservation of the Jewish 
people and the covenant line leading to Jesus.
Key connections: Esther 4:13-16; 8:15-17; Matthew 1:1-17; John 10:11, 17-18; Galatians 4:4-5.
30-second summary: God can position ordinary people to act courageously within His purpose. Though God's name is not directly 
mentioned, His providential care is visible in the preservation of the Jewish people and the covenant line leading to Jesus.
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POETRY AND WISDOM
JOB
Place in the story: Wisdom literature; its precise historical setting is uncertain.
Big idea: Job rejects the idea that every sufferer is receiving direct punishment for a specific sin. His longing for a mediator and 
Redeemer prepares readers to appreciate Jesus.
Key people and events: Job, his family, the heavenly council, four counselors, God's speeches, and restoration.
Defining passage: Job 19:25-27
Memory anchor: Suffering may remain unexplained, but hope rests in the living Redeemer.
Jesus connection: Job rejects the idea that every sufferer is receiving direct punishment for a specific sin. His longing for a mediator 
and Redeemer prepares readers to appreciate Jesus.
Key connections: Job 9:32-35; 19:23-27; 1 Timothy 2:5-6; Hebrews 4:14-16; Revelation 1:17-18.
30-second summary: Suffering may remain unexplained, but hope rests in the living Redeemer. Job rejects the idea that every 
sufferer is receiving direct punishment for a specific sin. His longing for a mediator and Redeemer prepares readers to appreciate 
Jesus.

PSALMS
Place in the story: Prayers and songs from many periods of Israel's history.
Big idea: Psalms teaches prayer through joy, fear, guilt, grief, and hope. It also anticipates God's anointed King, suffering Servant, 
victorious Son, and eternal Priest.
Key people and events: David, Asaph, the sons of Korah, praise, lament, confession, kingship, Torah, and hope.
Defining passage: Psalm 23:1-4
Memory anchor: The LORD is the Shepherd who guides, provides, and remains with His people.
Jesus connection: Psalms teaches prayer through joy, fear, guilt, grief, and hope. It also anticipates God's anointed King, suffering 
Servant, victorious Son, and eternal Priest.
Key connections: Psalms 2; 16; 22; 110; Luke 24:44; Acts 2:22-36; Hebrews 5:5-10.
30-second summary: The LORD is the Shepherd who guides, provides, and remains with His people. Psalms teaches prayer through 
joy, fear, guilt, grief, and hope. It also anticipates God's anointed King, suffering Servant, victorious Son, and eternal Priest.

PROVERBS
Place in the story: Israel's wisdom tradition, strongly associated with Solomon.
Big idea: Proverbs gives practical wisdom for the whole of life. Its sayings express general patterns, not unconditional guarantees. 
Jesus fully embodies God's wisdom.
Key people and events: Wise parents, the learner, Lady Wisdom, speech, work, money, friendship, justice, and self-control.
Defining passage: Proverbs 1:7
Memory anchor: True wisdom begins with reverent submission to the LORD.
Jesus connection: Proverbs gives practical wisdom for the whole of life. Its sayings express general patterns, not unconditional 
guarantees. Jesus fully embodies God's wisdom.
Key connections: Proverbs 8; Matthew 7:24-27; 12:42; 1 Corinthians 1:24, 30; Colossians 2:2-3.
30-second summary: True wisdom begins with reverent submission to the LORD. Proverbs gives practical wisdom for the whole of 
life. Its sayings express general patterns, not unconditional guarantees. Jesus fully embodies God's wisdom.

ECCLESIASTES
Place in the story: Wisdom reflection on life's limits under the sun.
Big idea: Pleasure, work, wealth, and achievement cannot defeat death. The book calls readers to fear God and receive His gifts; 
Jesus provides resurrection hope.
Key people and events: Mortality, work, pleasure, wealth, injustice, time, wisdom, joy, and the fear of God.
Defining passage: Ecclesiastes 12:13-14
Memory anchor: Life cannot bear the weight of ultimate meaning apart from God.
Jesus connection: Pleasure, work, wealth, and achievement cannot defeat death. The book calls readers to fear God and receive His 
gifts; Jesus provides resurrection hope.
Key connections: Ecclesiastes 3:1-14; Matthew 6:19-34; John 11:25-26; 1 Corinthians 15:50-58.
30-second summary: Life cannot bear the weight of ultimate meaning apart from God. Pleasure, work, wealth, and achievement 
cannot defeat death. The book calls readers to fear God and receive His gifts; Jesus provides resurrection hope.

SONG OF SONGS
Place in the story: Biblical love poetry associated with Solomon.
Big idea: The book first celebrates marital love. Marriage also participates in a wider biblical pattern that helps illustrate Christ's 
covenant love for His church.
Key people and events: The woman, the man, attraction, longing, delight, commitment, beauty, and faithful love.
Defining passage: Song of Songs 8:6-7
Memory anchor: Faithful covenant love is precious, powerful, and not for sale.
Jesus connection: The book first celebrates marital love. Marriage also participates in a wider biblical pattern that helps illustrate 
Christ's covenant love for His church.
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Key connections: Genesis 2:18-25; Song 8:6-7; Ephesians 5:25-33; Revelation 19:6-9.
30-second summary: Faithful covenant love is precious, powerful, and not for sale. The book first celebrates marital love. Marriage 
also participates in a wider biblical pattern that helps illustrate Christ's covenant love for His church.
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MAJOR PROPHETS
ISAIAH
Place in the story: Judah during the Assyrian crisis, with hope beyond exile.
Big idea: Isaiah combines judgment with hope through God's promised King, Servant, salvation, and new creation. The New 
Testament repeatedly applies Isaiah 53 to Jesus.
Key people and events: Isaiah, Judah's kings, Assyria, Jerusalem, Immanuel, the promised Son, the Servant, and new creation.
Defining passage: Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Memory anchor: God's Servant bears sin, suffers for others, and is vindicated.
Jesus connection: Isaiah combines judgment with hope through God's promised King, Servant, salvation, and new creation. The New 
Testament repeatedly applies Isaiah 53 to Jesus.
Key connections: Isaiah 7:14; 9:1-7; 40:3-5; 42:1-4; 49:6; 52:13-53:12; 61:1-2; Matthew 1:22-23; Acts 8:26-35.
Important context: Isaiah 53:5 centers on the Servant bearing sin and bringing peace with God. It should not be isolated as a 
guarantee of immediate physical healing in every case.
30-second summary: God's Servant bears sin, suffers for others, and is vindicated. Isaiah combines judgment with hope through 
God's promised King, Servant, salvation, and new creation. The New Testament repeatedly applies Isaiah 53 to Jesus.

JEREMIAH
Place in the story: Judah's final decades before and during Jerusalem's fall.
Big idea: Judah's covenant rebellion brings exile, yet God promises instruction written on hearts and sins forgiven. Jesus establishes 
this covenant through His death.
Key people and events: Jeremiah, Baruch, Judah's final kings, false prophets, Babylon, exile, and the new covenant.
Defining passage: Jeremiah 31:31-34
Memory anchor: God promises a new covenant of forgiveness and transformed hearts.
Jesus connection: Judah's covenant rebellion brings exile, yet God promises instruction written on hearts and sins forgiven. Jesus 
establishes this covenant through His death.
Key connections: Jeremiah 23:5-6; 31:31-34; Luke 22:19-20; Hebrews 8:6-13; 10:11-18.
Important context: Jeremiah 29:11 was spoken to Jewish exiles within God's promise to preserve and eventually return them. Read 
Jeremiah 29:1-14.
30-second summary: God promises a new covenant of forgiveness and transformed hearts. Judah's covenant rebellion brings exile, 
yet God promises instruction written on hearts and sins forgiven. Jesus establishes this covenant through His death.

LAMENTATIONS
Place in the story: Grief after Jerusalem's destruction in 586 BC.
Big idea: Lamentations honestly mourns Jerusalem's destruction. Its hope does not deny suffering; it remembers God's mercy in the 
middle of sorrow.
Key people and events: Jerusalem's suffering, grief, confession, judgment, prayer, compassion, hope, and acrostic poetry.
Defining passage: Lamentations 3:21-24
Memory anchor: In grief and judgment, hope rests in the LORD's faithful love.
Jesus connection: Lamentations honestly mourns Jerusalem's destruction. Its hope does not deny suffering; it remembers God's 
mercy in the middle of sorrow.
Key connections: Lamentations 3:19-33; Matthew 23:37-39; Luke 19:41-44; 1 Peter 2:24; Revelation 21:1-5.
30-second summary: In grief and judgment, hope rests in the LORD's faithful love. Lamentations honestly mourns Jerusalem's 
destruction. Its hope does not deny suffering; it remembers God's mercy in the middle of sorrow.

EZEKIEL
Place in the story: Jewish exiles in Babylon before and after Jerusalem's fall.
Big idea: Israel needs more than return to the land. The New Testament connects Ezekiel's promise with new birth, the Holy Spirit, and 
new-covenant life.
Key people and events: Ezekiel, God's glory, symbolic acts, the watchman, new heart, dry bones, Shepherd, and restored presence.
Defining passage: Ezekiel 36:25-27
Memory anchor: God promises cleansing, new hearts, and His Spirit.
Jesus connection: Israel needs more than return to the land. The New Testament connects Ezekiel's promise with new birth, the Holy 
Spirit, and new-covenant life.
Key connections: Ezekiel 34:11-24; 36:25-27; 37:1-14; 47:1-12; John 3:5-8; 10:11-16; Revelation 22:1-5.
30-second summary: God promises cleansing, new hearts, and His Spirit. Israel needs more than return to the land. The New 
Testament connects Ezekiel's promise with new birth, the Holy Spirit, and new-covenant life.

DANIEL
Place in the story: Jewish faithfulness under Babylonian and Persian rule.
Big idea: Daniel shows God's rule over earthly empires. Jesus repeatedly uses the title Son of Man and applies Daniel's vision to 
Himself.
Key people and events: Daniel and his friends, foreign kings, the furnace, lions' den, dreams, beasts, and the Son of Man.
Defining passage: Daniel 7:13-14
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Memory anchor: God gives everlasting authority to the Son of Man.
Jesus connection: Daniel shows God's rule over earthly empires. Jesus repeatedly uses the title Son of Man and applies Daniel's 
vision to Himself.
Key connections: Daniel 2:44-45; 7:9-14; Matthew 24:30; 26:63-64; Mark 10:45; Revelation 1:7.
30-second summary: God gives everlasting authority to the Son of Man. Daniel shows God's rule over earthly empires. Jesus 
repeatedly uses the title Son of Man and applies Daniel's vision to Himself.
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MINOR PROPHETS
HOSEA
Place in the story: The northern kingdom before its fall in 722 BC.
Big idea: Hosea exposes idolatry and announces judgment while revealing God's persistent redeeming love, ultimately displayed 
through Christ.
Key people and events: Hosea, Gomer, their children, Israel's unfaithfulness, judgment, repentance, and restoration.
Defining passage: Hosea 14:4
Memory anchor: God's faithful love calls unfaithful people to return.
Jesus connection: Hosea exposes idolatry and announces judgment while revealing God's persistent redeeming love, ultimately 
displayed through Christ.
Key connections: Hosea 1:10-11; 6:6; 11:1; Matthew 2:13-15; 9:10-13; Romans 9:25-26.
30-second summary: God's faithful love calls unfaithful people to return. Hosea exposes idolatry and announces judgment while 
revealing God's persistent redeeming love, ultimately displayed through Christ.

JOEL
Place in the story: A locust crisis and the Day of the LORD; exact date debated.
Big idea: Peter connects Pentecost with Joel's promise. The Day of the LORD has begun to unfold and awaits final completion at 
Christ's return.
Key people and events: Joel, Judah, locusts, repentance, the Day of the LORD, restoration, and the Spirit.
Defining passage: Joel 2:28-32
Memory anchor: God pours out His Spirit and saves those who call upon Him.
Jesus connection: Peter connects Pentecost with Joel's promise. The Day of the LORD has begun to unfold and awaits final 
completion at Christ's return.
Key connections: Joel 2:12-17, 25-32; Acts 2:14-21, 32-39; Romans 10:9-13.
Important context: Joel 2:25 first concerns restoration after locust devastation; it is not a guarantee that every personal loss will be 
replaced in the same form.
30-second summary: God pours out His Spirit and saves those who call upon Him. Peter connects Pentecost with Joel's promise. The 
Day of the LORD has begun to unfold and awaits final completion at Christ's return.

AMOS
Place in the story: The prosperous northern kingdom before Assyria's conquest.
Big idea: Amos confronts prosperity, exploitation, and religious hypocrisy, then promises restoration of David's fallen house and 
blessing for the nations.
Key people and events: Amos, wealthy leaders, corrupt courts, exploited poor people, judgment, and David's fallen shelter.
Defining passage: Amos 5:21-24
Memory anchor: God rejects worship separated from justice and righteousness.
Jesus connection: Amos confronts prosperity, exploitation, and religious hypocrisy, then promises restoration of David's fallen house 
and blessing for the nations.
Key connections: Amos 5:14-24; 9:11-12; Matthew 23:23-28; Acts 15:13-18.
30-second summary: God rejects worship separated from justice and righteousness. Amos confronts prosperity, exploitation, and 
religious hypocrisy, then promises restoration of David's fallen house and blessing for the nations.

OBADIAH
Place in the story: Edom's pride and violence during Judah's devastation.
Big idea: Edom is accountable for arrogance and hostility toward Judah. The book closes by declaring that the kingdom belongs to the 
LORD.
Key people and events: Edom, Judah, Jerusalem's disaster, pride, violence, the Day of the LORD, and restoration.
Defining passage: Obadiah 15
Memory anchor: The Day of the LORD brings justice against pride and violence.
Jesus connection: Edom is accountable for arrogance and hostility toward Judah. The book closes by declaring that the kingdom 
belongs to the LORD.
Key connections: Obadiah 10-15, 21; Luke 1:68-75; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28; Revelation 11:15.
30-second summary: The Day of the LORD brings justice against pride and violence. Edom is accountable for arrogance and hostility 
toward Judah. The book closes by declaring that the kingdom belongs to the LORD.

JONAH
Place in the story: The northern-kingdom period and a mission to Nineveh.
Big idea: God rescues a disobedient prophet and shows compassion to Nineveh. Jesus compares His death and resurrection with 
Jonah's three days in the fish.
Key people and events: Jonah, sailors, the great fish, Nineveh, repentance, the plant, and God's compassion.
Defining passage: Jonah 2:9
Memory anchor: Salvation belongs to the LORD, whose mercy reaches the nations.
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Jesus connection: God rescues a disobedient prophet and shows compassion to Nineveh. Jesus compares His death and 
resurrection with Jonah's three days in the fish.
Key connections: Jonah 1:17; 3:5-10; 4:9-11; Matthew 12:38-41; Luke 11:29-32.
30-second summary: Salvation belongs to the LORD, whose mercy reaches the nations. God rescues a disobedient prophet and 
shows compassion to Nineveh. Jesus compares His death and resurrection with Jonah's three days in the fish.

MICAH
Place in the story: Israel and Judah during the Assyrian crisis.
Big idea: Micah confronts corruption and empty religion while promising a ruler from Bethlehem who will shepherd God's people and 
bring peace.
Key people and events: Micah, Samaria, Jerusalem, corrupt rulers, injustice, Bethlehem's ruler, and forgiveness.
Defining passage: Micah 6:8
Memory anchor: Practice justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God.
Jesus connection: Micah confronts corruption and empty religion while promising a ruler from Bethlehem who will shepherd God's 
people and bring peace.
Key connections: Micah 4:1-5; 5:2-5; 6:6-8; Matthew 2:1-6; John 10:11-16.
30-second summary: Practice justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God. Micah confronts corruption and empty religion while 
promising a ruler from Bethlehem who will shepherd God's people and bring peace.

NAHUM
Place in the story: The late Assyrian period, anticipating Nineveh's fall.
Big idea: Nineveh's later violence shows that earlier mercy does not mean God permanently ignores rebellion. Judgment is good news 
for the oppressed.
Key people and events: Nahum, Nineveh, Assyria's cruelty, announced judgment, and comfort for Judah.
Defining passage: Nahum 1:7
Memory anchor: The LORD is refuge for those who trust Him and Judge of persistent evil.
Jesus connection: Nineveh's later violence shows that earlier mercy does not mean God permanently ignores rebellion. Judgment is 
good news for the oppressed.
Key connections: Nahum 1:2-8, 15; Isaiah 52:7; Romans 10:13-15; Colossians 2:13-15; Revelation 19:11-21.
30-second summary: The LORD is refuge for those who trust Him and Judge of persistent evil. Nineveh's later violence shows that 
earlier mercy does not mean God permanently ignores rebellion. Judgment is good news for the oppressed.

HABAKKUK
Place in the story: Babylon's rise and Judah's coming conquest.
Big idea: God welcomes Habakkuk's honest questions and assures him that pride and injustice will not prevail. The New Testament 
draws upon this verse to explain faith.
Key people and events: Habakkuk, Judah's violence, Babylon, questions, God's answers, waiting, and trust.
Defining passage: Habakkuk 2:4
Memory anchor: The righteous live by faith while waiting for God's justice.
Jesus connection: God welcomes Habakkuk's honest questions and assures him that pride and injustice will not prevail. The New 
Testament draws upon this verse to explain faith.
Key connections: Habakkuk 2:2-4; 3:17-19; Romans 1:16-17; Galatians 3:10-14; Hebrews 10:35-39.
30-second summary: The righteous live by faith while waiting for God's justice. God welcomes Habakkuk's honest questions and 
assures him that pride and injustice will not prevail. The New Testament draws upon this verse to explain faith.

ZEPHANIAH
Place in the story: Judah before Babylon, probably during Josiah's reign.
Big idea: Warnings concerning the Day of the LORD move toward purification, God's presence, restoration, and renewed joy.
Key people and events: Judah, Jerusalem, the nations, the Day of the LORD, remnant, restoration, and joy.
Defining passage: Zephaniah 3:17
Memory anchor: The mighty God judges evil, saves, restores, and rejoices over His people.
Jesus connection: Warnings concerning the Day of the LORD move toward purification, God's presence, restoration, and renewed 
joy.
Key connections: Zephaniah 1:14-18; 3:9-17; Matthew 3:7-12; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Revelation 21:1-4.
30-second summary: The mighty God judges evil, saves, restores, and rejoices over His people. Warnings concerning the Day of the 
LORD move toward purification, God's presence, restoration, and renewed joy.

HAGGAI
Place in the story: Returned exiles rebuilding the temple in 520 BC.
Big idea: The returned exiles neglect the temple. God calls them to rebuild and promises His presence, future glory, and continuing 
Davidic hope.
Key people and events: Haggai, Zerubbabel, Joshua (Jeshua) the high priest, rebuilding, presence, and future glory.
Defining passage: Haggai 1:7-8
Memory anchor: Examine your priorities and put God's honor before comfort.
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Jesus connection: The returned exiles neglect the temple. God calls them to rebuild and promises His presence, future glory, and 
continuing Davidic hope.
Key connections: Haggai 1:2-14; 2:4-9, 20-23; Matthew 1:12-13; John 2:18-22; Hebrews 12:25-29.
30-second summary: Examine your priorities and put God's honor before comfort. The returned exiles neglect the temple. God calls 
them to rebuild and promises His presence, future glory, and continuing Davidic hope.

ZECHARIAH
Place in the story: Temple rebuilding and postexile prophetic hope.
Big idea: Zechariah promises cleansing, priesthood, kingship, and restoration. All four Gospels connect Jesus' entry into Jerusalem 
with this passage.
Key people and events: Zechariah, Zerubbabel, Joshua (Jeshua), night visions, cleansing, the Branch, King, and pierced Shepherd.
Defining passage: Zechariah 9:9
Memory anchor: God's righteous and saving King comes humbly.
Jesus connection: Zechariah promises cleansing, priesthood, kingship, and restoration. All four Gospels connect Jesus' entry into 
Jerusalem with this passage.
Key connections: Zechariah 9:9; 11:12-13; 12:10; 13:7; Matthew 21:4-5; 26:31; John 19:34-37.
30-second summary: God's righteous and saving King comes humbly. Zechariah promises cleansing, priesthood, kingship, and 
restoration. All four Gospels connect Jesus' entry into Jerusalem with this passage.

MALACHI
Place in the story: The restored community, approximately 450-430 BC.
Big idea: Malachi confronts careless worship and promises a messenger. The Gospels identify John the Baptist as preparing the way 
for Jesus.
Key people and events: Priests, careless worship, covenant unfaithfulness, the messenger, and the Day of the LORD.
Defining passage: Malachi 3:1
Memory anchor: A messenger will prepare the way before the Lord's coming.
Jesus connection: Malachi confronts careless worship and promises a messenger. The Gospels identify John the Baptist as preparing 
the way for Jesus.
Key connections: Malachi 3:1-4; 4:1-6; Matthew 3:1-3; 11:7-15; Mark 1:1-4; Luke 1:13-17.
Important context: Malachi 3:8-10 addresses Israel's covenant obligations and temple support; it is not a mechanical promise of 
personal wealth.
30-second summary: A messenger will prepare the way before the Lord's coming. Malachi confronts careless worship and promises a 
messenger. The Gospels identify John the Baptist as preparing the way for Jesus.
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The Old Testament in One View
God created a good world, but human rebellion brought sin and death. God called Abraham and promised blessing for the nations. He 
rescued Israel from Egypt, made a covenant, and called the nation to holiness. Israel entered the land but repeatedly turned to idolatry. 
God raised judges, prophets, priests, and kings and promised David an enduring royal line. Rebellion led to exile; mercy preserved a 
remnant and brought a return. The prophets promised a new covenant, a new heart, the Spirit, a suffering Servant, a righteous King, 
resurrection, restored creation, and God's presence. The Old Testament ends with God's people waiting for the Messiah.

MASTER MEMORY ANCHOR
Creation. Rebellion. Promise. Covenant. Exodus. Land. Kingdom. Division. Exile. Return. Waiting for the Messiah.

Where the prophets fit
Before Assyria conquers Israel: Jonah, Amos, Hosea, Micah, Isaiah.
Late Assyrian period and before or during Babylon: Nahum, Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Jeremiah.
During exile: Ezekiel, Daniel.
After exile: Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi.
Dates debated: Joel, Obadiah.

Geographic anchors
Ur: Abraham's homeland. Egypt: refuge, slavery, and exodus. Sinai: covenant and law. Canaan: promised land. Jerusalem: David's 
capital and temple city. Samaria: northern capital. Bethel: patriarchal site later linked to corrupt worship. Nineveh: Assyrian city. 
Babylon: conqueror and place of exile. Susa: Persian setting of Esther.

Women in the Old Testament story
Women participate throughout covenant life as mothers, workers, worshipers, teachers, prophets, leaders, protectors, and witnesses to 
God's faithfulness. Sarah, Miriam, Rahab, Deborah, Ruth, Hannah, Abigail, Huldah, Esther, and many unnamed women shape the 
story. The Old Testament also honestly records harms women experienced through warfare, exploitation, widowhood, abuse, and failed 
leadership. Description does not always mean approval.
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Quick-Reference Memory Map
BOOK GROUP MEMORY ANCHOR

GENESIS THE LAW God begins His plan to bless all nations through Abraham's family.
EXODUS THE LAW The LORD rescues His people, claims them as His own, and brings them into covenant.
LEVITICUS THE LAW The holy God calls His people to belong to Him and reflect His character.
NUMBERS THE LAW God remains faithful when His people are fearful and inconsistent.
DEUTERONOMY THE LAW The one true God calls His people to love Him with their whole lives.
JOSHUA HISTORY God's people move forward by trusting His presence and obeying His Word.
JUDGES HISTORY Self-defined morality produces rebellion, disorder, and suffering.
RUTH HISTORY God works through faithfulness and redemption to advance His saving plan.
1 SAMUEL HISTORY People see outward appearance, but the LORD sees the heart.
2 SAMUEL HISTORY God promises David a royal descendant whose kingdom will endure.
1 KINGS HISTORY The God heaven cannot contain graciously hears His people.
2 KINGS HISTORY Persistent rejection of God's warnings leads to judgment and exile.
1 CHRONICLES HISTORY Declare God's salvation and glory among the nations.
2 CHRONICLES HISTORY God calls His covenant people to humble repentance.
EZRA HISTORY Study God's Word, practice it, and then teach it.
NEHEMIAH HISTORY God's Word should be read clearly and understood.
ESTHER HISTORY God can position ordinary people to act courageously within His purpose.
JOB WISDOM Suffering may remain unexplained, but hope rests in the living Redeemer.
PSALMS WISDOM The LORD is the Shepherd who guides, provides, and remains with His people.
PROVERBS WISDOM True wisdom begins with reverent submission to the LORD.
ECCLESIASTES WISDOM Life cannot bear the weight of ultimate meaning apart from God.
SONG OF SONGS WISDOM Faithful covenant love is precious, powerful, and not for sale.
ISAIAH MAJOR God's Servant bears sin, suffers for others, and is vindicated.
JEREMIAH MAJOR God promises a new covenant of forgiveness and transformed hearts.
LAMENTATIONS MAJOR In grief and judgment, hope rests in the LORD's faithful love.
EZEKIEL MAJOR God promises cleansing, new hearts, and His Spirit.
DANIEL MAJOR God gives everlasting authority to the Son of Man.
HOSEA MINOR God's faithful love calls unfaithful people to return.
JOEL MINOR God pours out His Spirit and saves those who call upon Him.
AMOS MINOR God rejects worship separated from justice and righteousness.
OBADIAH MINOR The Day of the LORD brings justice against pride and violence.
JONAH MINOR Salvation belongs to the LORD, whose mercy reaches the nations.
MICAH MINOR Practice justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God.
NAHUM MINOR The LORD is refuge for those who trust Him and Judge of persistent evil.
HABAKKUK MINOR The righteous live by faith while waiting for God's justice.
ZEPHANIAH MINOR The mighty God judges evil, saves, restores, and rejoices over His people.
HAGGAI MINOR Examine your priorities and put God's honor before comfort.
ZECHARIAH MINOR God's righteous and saving King comes humbly.
MALACHI MINOR A messenger will prepare the way before the Lord's coming.
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A Beginner Reading Path
 Read Genesis and Exodus for creation, covenant, and redemption.
 Read selected parts of Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy for worship, holiness, wilderness testing, and covenant life.
 Read Joshua through 2 Kings for the main history from the land to exile.
 Read Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther for retold history, return, rebuilding, and Persian-period life.
 Read Psalms and Proverbs alongside the history for prayer and wisdom.
 Read the prophets within their historical settings: before Assyria, before Babylon, during exile, and after exile.
 Read Job, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs for suffering, life's limits, and faithful love.

READING RHYTHM
Pause. Read. Understand. Respond.

The bridge from Malachi to Matthew
Roughly four centuries stand between Malachi's era and the New Testament. Persian rule gives way to Greek rule; Greek language 
spreads; the Hebrew Scriptures are translated into Greek in the Septuagint; synagogues develop; Antiochus IV persecutes Jewish 
worship; the Maccabean revolt produces a period of Jewish independence; Pharisees and Sadducees become influential; and Rome 
takes control.
Catholic and Orthodox Christians receive certain writings from this period as deuterocanonical Scripture. Protestants usually call them 
the Apocrypha and do not receive them as equal in authority to the 39 Old Testament books, though many value them as historical 
background. Matthew opens under Roman occupation with God's people awaiting the Messiah.
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Part Two · Want to Go Deeper?
INTERMEDIATE

The books are not arranged as a simple timeline
The prophets often overlap with Kings, Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah. Isaiah connects with 2 Kings 15-20; Jeremiah with the final 
chapters of Kings and Chronicles; Ezekiel and Daniel with exile; Haggai and Zechariah with Ezra.

How different kinds of writing communicate
Narrative: Tells what happened. Recorded behavior is not automatically approved.
Law: Gives covenant instruction concerning worship, justice, purity, family, and moral life.
Poetry and wisdom: Use parallelism, imagery, emotional language, and general principles.
Prophetic oracle: May accuse, warn, lament, encourage, promise, call for repentance, or predict.
Visionary material: Uses symbolic images to reveal truth about kingdoms, conflict, judgment, and God's victory.
Genealogy: Preserves identity, inheritance, covenant continuity, and royal claims.

Hebrew poetry basics
Parallelism places related lines together. Imagery communicates through pictures. Hyperbole uses deliberate exaggeration. Acrostics 
arrange lines by Hebrew letters, as in Psalm 119 and Lamentations. Chiasm mirrors ideas in an A-B-C-B-A pattern, sometimes 
emphasizing the center; readers should not force the pattern where evidence is weak.

Covenants shape the story
Noah: Genesis 8:20-9:17. Abraham: Genesis 12; 15; 17. Sinai: Exodus 19-24. David: 2 Samuel 7:8-16. New covenant: Jeremiah 31:31-
34; Ezekiel 36:25-27; Luke 22:19-20; Hebrews 8-10.

Worship, sacrifice, and the biblical calendar
Old Testament worship includes prayer, praise, sacrifice, confession, thanksgiving, music, feasts, fasting, hearing Scripture, covenant 
renewal, and daily obedience. God rejects outward worship that coexists with injustice and idolatry.
Sacrifices: Burnt, grain, peace, purification, and guilt offerings express dedication, gratitude, fellowship, cleansing, atonement, and 
restitution. Read Leviticus 1-7 and Hebrews 9-10.
Feasts: Passover remembers deliverance; Firstfruits celebrates the harvest's beginning; Weeks or Pentecost celebrates harvest; 
Trumpets calls to remembrance; the Day of Atonement centers on cleansing; Booths remembers wilderness provision. Read Leviticus 
16; 23.

How the Old Testament points to Jesus
Connections include direct promises, patterns or types, the offices of prophet, priest, and king, developing themes, and direct New 
Testament quotations. Healthy interpretation respects the original passage and does not turn every detail into a secret symbol.

The law and Christians
Christians are not ancient Israel under the Sinai covenant. Jesus fulfills the Law and Prophets and establishes the new covenant. The 
law still teaches God's character, holiness, justice, mercy, atonement, love, and humanity's need for Jesus. Read Matthew 5:17-20; 
Romans 3:19-31; Galatians 3:15-29; Hebrews 8-10.

Land, temple, king, and exile
The land is God's covenant gift and contributes to hope for renewed creation. The temple represents God's dwelling; Jesus is the true 
temple, believers are Spirit-indwelt, and new creation is God's final dwelling with humanity. Davidic kingship creates hope for Jesus. 
Exile shows judgment and the need for restoration.

Prophecy may be fulfilled in stages
A passage may have an immediate setting, partial fulfillment, developing pattern, messianic fulfillment, and final fulfillment. Read the 
original context, observe later biblical use, and avoid turning poetic images into speculative timetables.

Archaeology and the Old Testament
Archaeology can illuminate ancient cities, inscriptions, rulers, homes, trade, worship, warfare, and customs. Discoveries have clarified 
many biblical settings, but surviving evidence is incomplete and interpretations can change. Archaeology cannot excavate God, 
inspiration, or a miracle's divine cause. Welcome reliable evidence, distinguish evidence from interpretation, acknowledge debates, and 
avoid sensational claims.

When faithful Christians interpret some themes differently
Christians who affirm Scripture may differ about how promises relate to Israel, the church, the millennium, land, temple, and future 
events. Covenant theology, dispensationalism, progressive covenantalism, and premillennial, amillennial, and postmillennial views 
organize some passages differently. This guide does not settle those debates. Christians can agree that Jesus is Messiah, died and 
rose, reigns, will return, will judge evil, raise His people, and complete God's saving purpose.
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When the Old Testament troubles you
Difficult subjects include the conquest, war, imprecatory psalms, servitude, severe penalties, sexual violence, suffering children, and 
failed leaders. Read the whole passage; distinguish commands from descriptions; study the ancient covenant setting; compare 
Scripture; follow the issue through Jesus; use dependable help; and admit when a question remains unresolved.
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Old Testament Glossary
Atonement: God's provision for dealing with sin, guilt, uncleanness, and broken relationship.
Covenant: A binding relationship established through commitment and promise.
Day of the LORD: A time when God acts decisively in judgment and salvation.
Exile: Forced removal from the homeland; Israel and Judah experience it as covenant judgment.
Go'el: A kinsman-redeemer who protects family interests, inheritance, or vulnerable relatives.
Levite: A member of Levi's tribe with responsibilities connected to worship and service.
Messiah: Anointed one; the Greek equivalent is Christ.
Prophet: A person called to communicate God's warning, correction, encouragement, or promise.
Remnant: A portion preserved through judgment or crisis according to God's mercy.
Sacrifice: An offering connected to atonement, gratitude, fellowship, dedication, or restitution.
Tabernacle: Israel's portable sanctuary during the wilderness period.
Temple: Jerusalem's central sanctuary for Israel's sacrificial worship.
Torah: Instruction or law; commonly the Bible's first five books.
Type or pattern: A real earlier person, event, institution, or office preparing for a greater fulfillment.

Book-study worksheet
 Where does this book belong in the story?
 What kind of writing does it contain?
 What does it reveal about God, humanity, and sin?
 Which covenant promises or responsibilities appear?
 What is its central message and defining passage?
 How does it connect to Jesus: promise, quotation, pattern, office, or theme?
 What difficult passage requires more study?
 What should I remember after closing the book?

ONE-SENTENCE SUMMARY
In __________, God __________ while His people __________, showing that __________.
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Final Encouragement
The Old Testament is not a collection of unrelated religious stories. It is the beginning and development of the Bible's one redemptive 
story. It reveals the Creator, exposes sin, displays holiness, shows patience, records judgment, celebrates mercy, establishes 
covenants, promises God's kingdom, anticipates the Savior, and creates hope for resurrection and new creation.
Do not be discouraged when you cannot remember every king, prophet, date, sacrifice, or location. Begin with the main storyline. Place 
each book within it. Remember one clear truth at a time. Follow the promises. Watch for God's faithfulness. Let the Old Testament 
prepare you to recognize Jesus.

FINAL MEMORY ANCHOR
Learn the books. Follow the story. Remember the covenants. Listen to the prophets. Recognize the patterns. Look for the 
promised King. Follow the story to Jesus.

A prayer of response
Father, thank You for Your faithfulness throughout the Old Testament. You created the world, called a people, kept Your promises, 
judged sin, showed mercy, and prepared the way for Jesus. Help me understand each passage within its setting and within the whole 
story of Scripture. May Your Word lead me to know You, love You, and follow Jesus more closely. Amen.

A call to salvation
The Old Testament prepares us for the good news of Jesus Christ. Human sin separates us from God, and we cannot rescue 
ourselves. Jesus Christ, the promised Son of God and Son of David, lived without sin, died for our sins, was buried, and rose bodily 
from the dead. Salvation is God's gift, received by grace through faith.
Read Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Mark 1:14-15; John 3:16-18; Romans 3:21-26; 10:9-13; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4; Ephesians 2:8-10.

A simple prayer of faith
Lord Jesus, I know that I have sinned and cannot save myself. I believe You died for my sins and rose again. Please forgive me, make 
me new, and teach me to follow You. I place my trust in You. Amen.

Use, share, and verify

 Point people to God.
 Reveal the heart of the Father.
 Magnify Jesus.
 Be grounded in Scripture.
 Encourage readers to open their Bibles.
 Build confidence, not dependence.

Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

These resources were created with care but may contain mistakes. Please open the Bible and verify every passage in context.
Possible errors or needed clarifications may be reported to 3NailResources@gmail.com for careful review and correction.

3Nails exists to help people know God by understanding His Word, recognizing Jesus throughout Scripture, and becoming lifelong
disciples who study the Bible with growing confidence.


