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BIBLE ORIENTATION COLLECTION

Expanded New Testament
Bible Memory Map
A beginner-friendly guide to the story, message, people, key passages, and Jesus-centered truths of 
all 27 New Testament books

PURPOSE
See where every New Testament book belongs, remember its main message, and follow the gospel from Jesus' ministry to new 
creation.

Welcome
The New Testament begins with four accounts of Jesus' life, death, and resurrection. It follows the spread of the gospel, preserves 
letters to churches and leaders, and ends with a vision of Jesus' victory and the restoration of all things.
Begin with Jesus. Follow the gospel. Watch the church grow. Listen to the letters. Hold firmly to the hope of Christ's return.

A note about the 27-book canon
Protestant, Catholic, and Orthodox Christians recognize the same 27 New Testament books. The early church did not create their 
authority but gradually recognized writings connected to the apostles, faithful to the received gospel, and widely used among the 
churches.

Scripture translation
Short quotations are from the Berean Standard Bible unless otherwise noted. Most entries provide references so readers can examine 
each passage in context.

A prayer before you begin
Father, thank You for revealing Your Son through Your Word. Help me understand the New Testament, receive the gospel with faith, 
and follow Jesus. Amen.
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How to Use This Map
Each book includes eight elements: place in the story, big idea, key people or themes, defining passage, memory anchor, Jesus-
centered truth, key connections, and a 30-second summary.
 Read the place in the story before isolating a verse.
 Remember the big idea and memory anchor.
 Open the defining passage in your Bible.
 Follow connections carefully and in context.
 Practice the 30-second summary aloud.

The New Testament story at a glance
Messiah: Jesus comes in fulfillment of God's promises.
Ministry: Jesus reveals the Father, announces the kingdom, serves, teaches, and heals.
Cross and resurrection: Jesus dies for sin and rises bodily.
Spirit and witness: The risen King gives the Spirit and sends His witnesses.
Church and mission: The gospel reaches Jews and Gentiles and forms new communities.
Apostolic teaching: Letters explain the gospel and faithful Christian life.
Return and new creation: Jesus will return, judge evil, raise the dead, and renew creation.

Simple date spine
Jesus' birth: about 6-4 BC | Public ministry: about AD 27-30 or 30-33 | Crucifixion and resurrection: about AD 30 or 33 | Paul's journeys: 
mainly AD 40s-50s | Jerusalem Council: about AD 49 | Paul's imprisonments: portions of the AD 50s-60s | Jerusalem and temple 
destroyed: AD 70 | Several later writings: AD 60s-90s.
Dates are approximate, and faithful scholars differ about several individual books and events.

Timeline at a glance
Jesus' birth → Ministry → Cross and resurrection → Ascension → Pentecost → Jerusalem church → Judea and Samaria → Paul's 
conversion → Gentile mission → Missionary journeys → Apostolic letters → Worldwide witness → Awaiting Jesus' return.

Paul's journeys at a glance
First journey: Antioch → Cyprus → Perga → Pisidian Antioch → Iconium → Lystra → Derbe → Antioch. Acts 13-14.
Second journey: Antioch → Lystra → Troas → Philippi → Thessalonica → Berea → Athens → Corinth → Ephesus → Antioch. Acts 
15:36-18:22.
Third journey: Antioch → Galatia and Phrygia → Ephesus → Macedonia → Greece → Troas → Miletus → Jerusalem. Acts 18:23-
21:17.
Journey to Rome: Jerusalem → Caesarea → Crete → Malta → Rome. Acts 21-28.

Book groups
Gospels: Jesus comes, serves, dies, and rises. Acts: the Spirit empowers gospel witness. Paul's Letters: the gospel creates new people 
and communities. General Letters: hold to Jesus and live faithfully. Revelation: the Lamb has conquered and will make all things new.
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GOSPELS AND ACTS
MATTHEW
Place in the story: Jesus within Israel's story and promises, ending with the Great Commission.
Big idea: Matthew presents Jesus as promised Messiah, authoritative Teacher, suffering Savior, and risen King. The Gospel ends with 
His worldwide mission and presence.
Key people and themes: Jesus, Mary, Joseph, John the Baptist, the disciples, religious leaders, kingdom teaching, miracles, cross, 
resurrection, and commission.
Defining passage: Matthew 28:18-20
Memory anchor: The risen King sends disciples to all nations.
Jesus-centered truth: Matthew presents Jesus as promised Messiah, authoritative Teacher, suffering Savior, and risen King. The 
Gospel ends with His worldwide mission and presence.
Key connections: Genesis 12:1-3; 2 Samuel 7:12-16; Isaiah 7:14; Micah 5:2; Hosea 11:1; Daniel 7:13-14; Matthew 28:18-20.
30-second summary: The risen King sends disciples to all nations. Matthew presents Jesus as promised Messiah, authoritative 
Teacher, suffering Savior, and risen King. The Gospel ends with His worldwide mission and presence.

MARK
Place in the story: A fast-moving account of Jesus' authority, suffering, cross, and empty tomb.
Big idea: Mark displays Jesus' authority, but His identity becomes clearest at the cross. True greatness serves because the King first 
served and sacrificed Himself.
Key people and themes: Jesus, John the Baptist, the Twelve, crowds, authorities, miracles, Peter's confession, transfiguration, cross, 
and empty tomb.
Defining passage: Mark 10:45
Memory anchor: Jesus is the servant King who gives His life as a ransom.
Jesus-centered truth: Mark displays Jesus' authority, but His identity becomes clearest at the cross. True greatness serves because 
the King first served and sacrificed Himself.
Key connections: Isaiah 40:3; 53:10-12; Daniel 7:13-14; Psalm 22; Mark 8:27-38; 15:37-39; 16:1-8.
Important context: Some of the earliest Greek manuscripts end at Mark 16:8, while many later manuscripts include 16:9-20. 
Dependable Bibles identify the question; no central doctrine depends solely on the longer ending.
30-second summary: Jesus is the servant King who gives His life as a ransom. Mark displays Jesus' authority, but His identity 
becomes clearest at the cross. True greatness serves because the King first served and sacrificed Himself.

LUKE
Place in the story: The first volume of Luke-Acts, from Jesus' birth through resurrection and ascension.
Big idea: Luke emphasizes historical reality and God's compassion toward outsiders and sinners. Jesus brings Israel's promised 
salvation toward all nations.
Key people and themes: Zechariah, Elizabeth, Mary, John, Jesus, disciples, women, outsiders, parables, Jerusalem, cross, 
resurrection, and ascension.
Defining passage: Luke 19:10
Memory anchor: The Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.
Jesus-centered truth: Luke emphasizes historical reality and God's compassion toward outsiders and sinners. Jesus brings Israel's 
promised salvation toward all nations.
Key connections: 1 Kings 17; Isaiah 53; 61:1-2; Luke 4:16-21; 15; 22:19-20; 24:1-49; Acts 1:1-11.
30-second summary: The Son of Man came to seek and save the lost. Luke emphasizes historical reality and God's compassion 
toward outsiders and sinners. Jesus brings Israel's promised salvation toward all nations.

JOHN
Place in the story: Selected signs and teachings written so readers may believe and receive life.
Big idea: Jesus is the eternal Word made flesh who reveals the Father, gives eternal life, lays down His life, and rises from the dead.
Key people and themes: Jesus, John, Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman, Lazarus, the disciples, signs, 'I am' sayings, cross, and 
resurrection.
Defining passage: John 20:30-31
Memory anchor: John presents Jesus so readers may believe and receive life.
Jesus-centered truth: Jesus is the eternal Word made flesh who reveals the Father, gives eternal life, lays down His life, and rises 
from the dead.
Key connections: Genesis 1:1; Exodus 3:14; 16; Ezekiel 34; John 1:1-18; 3:14-18; 10:10-18; 20:24-31.
30-second summary: John presents Jesus so readers may believe and receive life. Jesus is the eternal Word made flesh who reveals 
the Father, gives eternal life, lays down His life, and rises from the dead.

ACTS
Place in the story: The risen Jesus' mission through the Spirit, from Jerusalem toward Rome.
Big idea: Acts continues the risen Jesus' work through the Spirit and church. The gospel crosses geographic, cultural, and ethnic 
boundaries.
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Key people and themes: Ascension, Pentecost, Peter, Stephen, Philip, Paul, Barnabas, James, Cornelius, Lydia, Priscilla and Aquila, 
journeys, council, and Rome.
Defining passage: Acts 1:8
Memory anchor: The Spirit empowers Jesus' witnesses from Jerusalem to the nations.
Jesus-centered truth: Acts continues the risen Jesus' work through the Spirit and church. The gospel crosses geographic, cultural, 
and ethnic boundaries.
Key connections: Joel 2:28-32; Psalms 16:8-11; Isaiah 49:6; Amos 9:11-12; Luke 24:44-49; Acts 2; 10; 15; 28.
Important context: Acts records a unique transition as the gospel moves to the nations. Not every event establishes an identical 
pattern for every church.
30-second summary: The Spirit empowers Jesus' witnesses from Jerusalem to the nations. Acts continues the risen Jesus' work 
through the Spirit and church. The gospel crosses geographic, cultural, and ethnic boundaries.
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PAUL'S LETTERS
ROMANS
Place in the story: Paul explains his gospel to believers in Rome and addresses Jewish-Gentile unity.
Big idea: Romans explains sin, justification by faith, peace with God, life in the Spirit, Israel and the nations, transformation, and church 
unity.
Key people and themes: Paul, Abraham, Adam, Israel, Jews and Gentiles, sin, justification, union with Christ, Spirit, adoption, mercy, 
and transformation.
Defining passage: Romans 1:16-17
Memory anchor: The gospel reveals God's saving righteousness.
Jesus-centered truth: Romans explains sin, justification by faith, peace with God, life in the Spirit, Israel and the nations, 
transformation, and church unity.
Key connections: Genesis 15:6; Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 3:21-28; 5:1-21; 6:1-14; 8; 9-11; 12:1-2.
30-second summary: The gospel reveals God's saving righteousness. Romans explains sin, justification by faith, peace with God, life 
in the Spirit, Israel and the nations, transformation, and church unity.

1 CORINTHIANS
Place in the story: Paul addresses a divided church facing serious questions of conduct and worship.
Big idea: Paul applies the gospel to division, immorality, worship, gifts, love, and resurrection. Because Christ rose, believers will rise.
Key people and themes: Paul, Apollos, division, morality, marriage, conscience, Lord's Supper, gifts, love, worship, and resurrection.
Defining passage: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4
Memory anchor: The gospel centers on Christ's death, burial, and resurrection.
Jesus-centered truth: Paul applies the gospel to division, immorality, worship, gifts, love, and resurrection. Because Christ rose, 
believers will rise.
Key connections: Exodus 12; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; 6:19-20; 10:1-13; 11:23-26; 13; 15.
30-second summary: The gospel centers on Christ's death, burial, and resurrection. Paul applies the gospel to division, immorality, 
worship, gifts, love, and resurrection. Because Christ rose, believers will rise.

2 CORINTHIANS
Place in the story: Paul writes after a painful season and defends the character of gospel ministry.
Big idea: Paul explains ministry through weakness, suffering, integrity, generosity, and dependence. Those made new carry Christ's 
message of reconciliation.
Key people and themes: Paul, Timothy, Titus, comfort, suffering, integrity, new covenant, reconciliation, generosity, weakness, and 
authority.
Defining passage: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21
Memory anchor: God reconciles us through Christ and makes us ambassadors.
Jesus-centered truth: Paul explains ministry through weakness, suffering, integrity, generosity, and dependence. Those made new 
carry Christ's message of reconciliation.
Key connections: Exodus 34:29-35; Isaiah 49:8; 2 Corinthians 1:3-7; 3:7-18; 4:5-18; 5:14-21; 8-9; 12:7-10.
30-second summary: God reconciles us through Christ and makes us ambassadors. Paul explains ministry through weakness, 
suffering, integrity, generosity, and dependence. Those made new carry Christ's message of reconciliation.

GALATIANS
Place in the story: Paul confronts pressure on Gentile believers to adopt Mosaic-covenant requirements.
Big idea: Sinners are justified through faith in Christ, not works of the Law. Union with Christ brings new identity, freedom, and Spirit-
produced life.
Key people and themes: Paul, Peter, Abraham, Sarah and Hagar, justification, promise, Law, faith, adoption, freedom, flesh, Spirit, 
and new creation.
Defining passage: Galatians 2:20
Memory anchor: The Christian life is lived by faith in the Son who loved us.
Jesus-centered truth: Sinners are justified through faith in Christ, not works of the Law. Union with Christ brings new identity, freedom, 
and Spirit-produced life.
Key connections: Genesis 12:1-3; 15:6; Deuteronomy 21:22-23; Galatians 2:15-21; 3:6-29; 4:4-7; 5:1, 13-26.
30-second summary: The Christian life is lived by faith in the Son who loved us. Sinners are justified through faith in Christ, not works 
of the Law. Union with Christ brings new identity, freedom, and Spirit-produced life.

EPHESIANS
Place in the story: Paul strengthens believers in their identity, unity, conduct, and spiritual life.
Big idea: Ephesians celebrates salvation in Christ, Jew-Gentile unity, the church, and faithful living. Good works result from salvation; 
they do not purchase it.
Key people and themes: Jews and Gentiles, grace, reconciliation, church unity, new life, households, spiritual warfare, and prayer.
Defining passage: Ephesians 2:8-10
Memory anchor: Saved by grace through faith and recreated for good works.
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Jesus-centered truth: Ephesians celebrates salvation in Christ, Jew-Gentile unity, the church, and faithful living. Good works result 
from salvation; they do not purchase it.
Key connections: Psalm 68:18; Isaiah 59:17; Ephesians 1:3-14; 2:1-22; 4:1-16; 5:1-2, 21-33; 6:10-20.
30-second summary: Saved by grace through faith and recreated for good works. Ephesians celebrates salvation in Christ, Jew-
Gentile unity, the church, and faithful living. Good works result from salvation; they do not purchase it.

PHILIPPIANS
Place in the story: Paul writes from imprisonment to a church that has supported his ministry.
Big idea: Christ's self-giving humility grounds Christian unity and relationships. His humiliation leads to exaltation, and every knee will 
bow.
Key people and themes: Paul, Timothy, Epaphroditus, Euodia, Syntyche, partnership, humility, joy, suffering, contentment, and 
resurrection hope.
Defining passage: Philippians 2:5-11
Memory anchor: Jesus humbled Himself and was exalted as Lord.
Jesus-centered truth: Christ's self-giving humility grounds Christian unity and relationships. His humiliation leads to exaltation, and 
every knee will bow.
Key connections: Isaiah 45:22-23; Philippians 1:6, 20-21; 2:1-16; 3:7-14, 20-21; 4:4-13.
Important context: Philippians 4:13 concerns Christ-given strength for faithfulness through abundance or need, not unlimited ability to 
accomplish any chosen goal.
30-second summary: Jesus humbled Himself and was exalted as Lord. Christ's self-giving humility grounds Christian unity and 
relationships. His humiliation leads to exaltation, and every knee will bow.

COLOSSIANS
Place in the story: Paul responds to teaching that threatens Christ's supremacy and sufficiency.
Big idea: Everything was created through Christ and for Him. He sustains creation, leads the church, and reconciles through His blood.
Key people and themes: Paul, Timothy, Epaphras, Tychicus, Onesimus, Christ's supremacy, reconciliation, false teaching, new 
identity, and holiness.
Defining passage: Colossians 1:15-20
Memory anchor: Jesus is supreme over creation, church, salvation, and new creation.
Jesus-centered truth: Everything was created through Christ and for Him. He sustains creation, leads the church, and reconciles 
through His blood.
Key connections: Genesis 1; Colossians 1:13-23; 2:6-23; 3:1-17; 4:2-6.
30-second summary: Jesus is supreme over creation, church, salvation, and new creation. Everything was created through Christ and 
for Him. He sustains creation, leads the church, and reconciles through His blood.

1 THESSALONIANS
Place in the story: Paul encourages a young, opposed church confused about believers who died.
Big idea: Paul encourages a young church in holiness, love, work, grief, and hope. Christians grieve real loss, but not without 
resurrection hope.
Key people and themes: Paul, Silas, Timothy, persecution, conversion, holiness, love, work, grief, resurrection, return, and readiness.
Defining passage: 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18
Memory anchor: Jesus will return, raise His people, and remain with them forever.
Jesus-centered truth: Paul encourages a young church in holiness, love, work, grief, and hope. Christians grieve real loss, but not 
without resurrection hope.
Key connections: Daniel 7:13-14; 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10; 4:1-8, 13-18; 5:1-24.
30-second summary: Jesus will return, raise His people, and remain with them forever. Paul encourages a young church in holiness, 
love, work, grief, and hope. Christians grieve real loss, but not without resurrection hope.

2 THESSALONIANS
Place in the story: Paul addresses persecution and confusion about the Day of the Lord.
Big idea: Paul corrects confusion about the Day of the Lord and calls believers to endurance, stability, prayer, work, and confidence in 
God's justice.
Key people and themes: Paul, Silas, Timothy, persecution, justice, Christ's return, lawlessness, deception, steadfastness, prayer, and 
work.
Defining passage: 2 Thessalonians 2:15-17
Memory anchor: Stand firm in apostolic truth while waiting for Christ.
Jesus-centered truth: Paul corrects confusion about the Day of the Lord and calls believers to endurance, stability, prayer, work, and 
confidence in God's justice.
Key connections: Daniel 7; 11; 2 Thessalonians 1:5-12; 2:1-17; 3:1-13.
Important context: This letter should produce endurance and discernment, not speculative date-setting or fear-driven identification of 
every headline.
30-second summary: Stand firm in apostolic truth while waiting for Christ. Paul corrects confusion about the Day of the Lord and calls 
believers to endurance, stability, prayer, work, and confidence in God's justice.

1 TIMOTHY
Place in the story: Paul instructs Timothy about teaching, worship, leadership, care, and conduct.
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Big idea: Paul gives instruction about teaching, prayer, leadership, care, money, and character. Leadership requires proven character, 
not charisma.
Key people and themes: Paul, Timothy, false teachers, prayer, worship, overseers, deacons, widows, elders, money, contentment, 
and ministry.
Defining passage: 1 Timothy 3:14-16
Memory anchor: The church belongs to God and upholds truth centered on Christ.
Jesus-centered truth: Paul gives instruction about teaching, prayer, leadership, care, money, and character. Leadership requires 
proven character, not charisma.
Key connections: 1 Timothy 1:12-17; 2:1-7; 3:1-16; 4:6-16; 5:1-16; 6:6-19.
30-second summary: The church belongs to God and upholds truth centered on Christ. Paul gives instruction about teaching, prayer, 
leadership, care, money, and character. Leadership requires proven character, not charisma.

2 TIMOTHY
Place in the story: Paul's deeply personal final letter while imprisoned and facing death.
Big idea: Paul's final encouragement calls Timothy to guard the gospel, endure hardship, handle Scripture accurately, and pass truth to 
faithful people.
Key people and themes: Paul, Timothy, Lois, Eunice, Onesiphorus, false teachers, suffering, courage, Scripture, perseverance, and 
death.
Defining passage: 2 Timothy 3:14-17
Memory anchor: God-breathed Scripture equips God's people.
Jesus-centered truth: Paul's final encouragement calls Timothy to guard the gospel, endure hardship, handle Scripture accurately, 
and pass truth to faithful people.
Key connections: 2 Timothy 1:5-14; 2:1-26; 3:10-17; 4:1-8.
30-second summary: God-breathed Scripture equips God's people. Paul's final encouragement calls Timothy to guard the gospel, 
endure hardship, handle Scripture accurately, and pass truth to faithful people.

TITUS
Place in the story: Paul instructs Titus about establishing healthy churches on Crete.
Big idea: Sound doctrine should produce transformed conduct. Good works do not earn salvation but should visibly flow from it while 
believers await Jesus.
Key people and themes: Paul, Titus, elders, false teachers, older and younger believers, grace, self-control, good works, and church 
order.
Defining passage: Titus 2:11-14
Memory anchor: The grace that saves also trains God's people.
Jesus-centered truth: Sound doctrine should produce transformed conduct. Good works do not earn salvation but should visibly flow 
from it while believers await Jesus.
Key connections: Titus 1:5-16; 2:1-15; 3:3-11.
30-second summary: The grace that saves also trains God's people. Sound doctrine should produce transformed conduct. Good 
works do not earn salvation but should visibly flow from it while believers await Jesus.

PHILEMON
Place in the story: Paul appeals to Philemon concerning Onesimus, now a Christian brother.
Big idea: Paul asks Philemon to receive Onesimus as a brother. The gospel creates a new family and challenges relationships shaped 
by power and inequality.
Key people and themes: Paul, Philemon, Onesimus, Apphia, Archippus, forgiveness, reconciliation, family, hospitality, and 
responsibility.
Defining passage: Philemon 15-16
Memory anchor: The gospel transforms relationships into beloved family.
Jesus-centered truth: Paul asks Philemon to receive Onesimus as a brother. The gospel creates a new family and challenges 
relationships shaped by power and inequality.
Key connections: Philemon 4-7, 8-18, 21; Colossians 3:11; 4:7-9; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21.
Important context: The letter addresses a real Roman-world relationship and calls Onesimus a beloved brother. It should not be used 
to excuse slavery, coercion, or dehumanization.
30-second summary: The gospel transforms relationships into beloved family. Paul asks Philemon to receive Onesimus as a brother. 
The gospel creates a new family and challenges relationships shaped by power and inequality.
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GENERAL LETTERS
HEBREWS
Place in the story: Believers under pressure are called to remain faithful to Jesus.
Big idea: Jesus is God's final revelation, perfect Priest, once-for-all sacrifice, and new-covenant Mediator. Believers may approach God 
for mercy.
Key people and themes: Jesus, angels, Moses, Aaron, Melchizedek, wilderness, priesthood, sacrifice, covenant, faith, endurance, 
and heavenly city.
Defining passage: Hebrews 4:14-16
Memory anchor: Jesus is the High Priest who gives access to God's grace.
Jesus-centered truth: Jesus is God's final revelation, perfect Priest, once-for-all sacrifice, and new-covenant Mediator. Believers may 
approach God for mercy.
Key connections: Genesis 14; Leviticus 16; Psalms 2; 95; 110; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 1; 4; 7-12.
30-second summary: Jesus is the High Priest who gives access to God's grace. Jesus is God's final revelation, perfect Priest, once-
for-all sacrifice, and new-covenant Mediator. Believers may approach God for mercy.

JAMES
Place in the story: Practical wisdom for scattered believers facing trials and inequality.
Big idea: James shows how living faith shapes endurance, speech, relationships, prayer, and money. Works do not purchase 
salvation; they reveal living faith.
Key people and themes: Trials, wisdom, temptation, speech, favoritism, faith and works, wealth, patience, prayer, healing, and 
restoration.
Defining passage: James 1:22
Memory anchor: Genuine faith receives God's Word and practices it.
Jesus-centered truth: James shows how living faith shapes endurance, speech, relationships, prayer, and money. Works do not 
purchase salvation; they reveal living faith.
Key connections: Genesis 15; 22; Leviticus 19:18; 1 Kings 17-18; Matthew 5-7; James 1-5.
Important context: Paul rejects earning right standing through works; James rejects a claimed faith with no obedient fruit. They 
confront different errors.
30-second summary: Genuine faith receives God's Word and practices it. James shows how living faith shapes endurance, speech, 
relationships, prayer, and money. Works do not purchase salvation; they reveal living faith.

1 PETER
Place in the story: Peter encourages Christians experiencing hostility and suffering.
Big idea: Peter encourages suffering believers whose hope rests in Jesus' resurrection and return. Their conduct should display God's 
character.
Key people and themes: Peter, scattered believers, new birth, hope, holiness, spiritual house, suffering, witness, households, 
shepherding, and glory.
Defining passage: 1 Peter 2:9-12
Memory anchor: God forms a holy people who declare His praises.
Jesus-centered truth: Peter encourages suffering believers whose hope rests in Jesus' resurrection and return. Their conduct should 
display God's character.
Key connections: Exodus 19:5-6; Isaiah 28:16; 53; Psalm 118:22; 1 Peter 1:3-9; 2:4-25; 3:15-18; 5:6-11.
30-second summary: God forms a holy people who declare His praises. Peter encourages suffering believers whose hope rests in 
Jesus' resurrection and return. Their conduct should display God's character.

2 PETER
Place in the story: Peter strengthens believers against false teaching and doubts about Christ's return.
Big idea: Peter calls for growth, confidence in apostolic testimony, discernment, holy living, and hope—not speculative date-setting.
Key people and themes: Peter, apostolic witnesses, false teachers, growth, Scripture, judgment, Day of the Lord, patience, holiness, 
and new creation.
Defining passage: 2 Peter 3:9
Memory anchor: The Lord's apparent delay displays patient mercy.
Jesus-centered truth: Peter calls for growth, confidence in apostolic testimony, discernment, holy living, and hope—not speculative 
date-setting.
Key connections: Genesis 6-9; Matthew 17:1-8; 2 Peter 1:3-21; 2:1-9; 3:5-18.
30-second summary: The Lord's apparent delay displays patient mercy. Peter calls for growth, confidence in apostolic testimony, 
discernment, holy living, and hope—not speculative date-setting.

1 JOHN
Place in the story: John reassures believers troubled by false teaching and uncertainty.
Big idea: John gives assurance through truth about Jesus, obedience, love, and the Spirit. Confidence rests in Christ, while genuine 
faith bears fruit.
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Key people and themes: Father, Son, Spirit, eyewitness testimony, light, sin, confession, obedience, love, deception, assurance, 
prayer, and eternal life.
Defining passage: 1 John 5:11-13
Memory anchor: Eternal life is God's gift found in His Son.
Jesus-centered truth: John gives assurance through truth about Jesus, obedience, love, and the Spirit. Confidence rests in Christ, 
while genuine faith bears fruit.
Key connections: John 1:1-18; 1 John 1:1-2:2; 3:1-3, 16-18; 4:1-21; 5:1-13.
30-second summary: Eternal life is God's gift found in His Son. John gives assurance through truth about Jesus, obedience, love, and 
the Spirit. Confidence rests in Christ, while genuine faith bears fruit.

2 JOHN
Place in the story: John warns that Christian love must remain joined to truth about Jesus.
Big idea: Biblical love is not approval of every teaching. Believers walk in God's commands while remaining alert to deception about 
Christ.
Key people and themes: The elder, the chosen lady and children, truth, love, obedience, deceivers, incarnation, discernment, and 
hospitality.
Defining passage: 2 John 6-7
Memory anchor: Christian love walks in truth and rejects teaching that denies Jesus.
Jesus-centered truth: Biblical love is not approval of every teaching. Believers walk in God's commands while remaining alert to 
deception about Christ.
Key connections: John 1:14; 1 John 4:1-3; 2 John 1-11.
30-second summary: Christian love walks in truth and rejects teaching that denies Jesus. Biblical love is not approval of every 
teaching. Believers walk in God's commands while remaining alert to deception about Christ.

3 JOHN
Place in the story: John addresses hospitality, faithful service, and misuse of influence.
Big idea: Gaius shows faithful hospitality; Diotrephes uses influence selfishly. Truth should become visible in humility, service, and 
relationships.
Key people and themes: The elder, Gaius, Diotrephes, Demetrius, truth, hospitality, mission, selfish ambition, authority, and example.
Defining passage: 3 John 4
Memory anchor: There is great joy in seeing God's people walk in truth.
Jesus-centered truth: Gaius shows faithful hospitality; Diotrephes uses influence selfishly. Truth should become visible in humility, 
service, and relationships.
Key connections: Matthew 20:25-28; 3 John 1-12; 1 Peter 5:1-4.
30-second summary: There is great joy in seeing God's people walk in truth. Gaius shows faithful hospitality; Diotrephes uses 
influence selfishly. Truth should become visible in humility, service, and relationships.

JUDE
Place in the story: Jude warns about teachers who distort grace and deny Christ in conduct.
Big idea: Contending for the faith means protecting the gospel from teaching that denies Jesus in doctrine or conduct, not arguing over 
every secondary issue.
Key people and themes: Jude, false teachers, rebellion, judgment, apostolic teaching, perseverance, prayer, mercy, rescue, and 
preservation.
Defining passage: Jude 3-4
Memory anchor: Defend the apostolic gospel against distortions of grace.
Jesus-centered truth: Contending for the faith means protecting the gospel from teaching that denies Jesus in doctrine or conduct, not 
arguing over every secondary issue.
Key connections: Genesis 19; Numbers 16; 2 Peter 2; Jude 3-4, 7, 11, 17-25.
30-second summary: Defend the apostolic gospel against distortions of grace. Contending for the faith means protecting the gospel 
from teaching that denies Jesus in doctrine or conduct, not arguing over every secondary issue.
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APOCALYPTIC PROPHECY
REVELATION
Place in the story: Messages to seven churches and visions of conflict, judgment, victory, and new creation.
Big idea: Revelation unveils Jesus as risen Lord, slain and victorious Lamb, Judge, and King. History ends with evil judged, 
resurrection, renewed creation, and God's presence.
Key people and themes: John, seven churches, throne, Lamb, seals, trumpets, bowls, witnesses, beasts, Babylon, judgment, New 
Jerusalem, and river of life.
Defining passage: Revelation 21:1-5
Memory anchor: God will dwell with His people and make all things new.
Jesus-centered truth: Revelation unveils Jesus as risen Lord, slain and victorious Lamb, Judge, and King. History ends with evil 
judged, resurrection, renewed creation, and God's presence.
Key connections: Genesis 1-3; Exodus 7-12; Isaiah 6; 65; Ezekiel 1; 40-48; Daniel 7; Zechariah 4; Revelation 1; 5; 19; 21-22.
Important context: Revelation is letter, prophecy, and apocalypse, rooted in Old Testament symbols and addressed to real churches. 
Christians differ on details, but its center is clear: Jesus reigns and will make all things new.
30-second summary: God will dwell with His people and make all things new. Revelation unveils Jesus as risen Lord, slain and 
victorious Lamb, Judge, and King. History ends with evil judged, resurrection, renewed creation, and God's presence.
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The New Testament in One View
Jesus Christ enters Israel's story and announces God's kingdom. He teaches with authority, welcomes sinners, confronts evil, dies for 
sin, and rises bodily. He pours out the Holy Spirit and empowers His witnesses. The gospel reaches the nations, forming churches of 
Jews and Gentiles united in Christ. Apostolic letters explain grace, life in the Spirit, Christian community, holiness, ministry, endurance, 
and hope. Revelation unveils Jesus as the victorious Lamb and returning King who will judge evil, raise the dead, renew creation, and 
dwell with His people.

MASTER MEMORY ANCHOR
Messiah. Kingdom. Cross. Resurrection. Ascension. Spirit. Witness. Church. Mission. Endurance. Return. New creation.

Geographic anchors
Bethlehem: Jesus' birthplace. Nazareth: His hometown. Galilee: much of His ministry. Capernaum: a Galilean ministry center. Samaria: 
region reached by Jesus and the church. Jerusalem: temple, cross, resurrection, Pentecost, and earliest church. Antioch: Gentile 
mission center. Asia Minor: Ephesus, Colossae, Galatia, and Revelation's seven churches. Macedonia: Philippi and Thessalonica. 
Achaia: Corinth and Athens. Rome: imperial capital and Acts' destination.

Women in the New Testament story
Women receive God's call, support Jesus' ministry, learn as disciples, remain near the cross, discover the empty tomb, host churches, 
pray and prophesy, support missions, teach alongside husbands, labor in the gospel, and risk their lives for ministry. Important 
examples include Mary, Elizabeth, Anna, Mary Magdalene, Martha, Mary of Bethany, Joanna, Tabitha, Lydia, Priscilla, Phoebe, Junia, 
Euodia, Syntyche, Lois, and Eunice.
Christians agree that women bear God's image, receive the Spirit, possess gifts, belong fully to God's people, and participate in the 
church's mission. Faithful Christians differ about how some leadership passages apply to church offices.
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Quick-Reference Memory Map
BOOK GROUP MEMORY ANCHOR

MATTHEW GOSPELS/ACTS The risen King sends disciples to all nations.
MARK GOSPELS/ACTS Jesus is the servant King who gives His life as a ransom.
LUKE GOSPELS/ACTS The Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.
JOHN GOSPELS/ACTS John presents Jesus so readers may believe and receive life.
ACTS GOSPELS/ACTS The Spirit empowers Jesus' witnesses from Jerusalem to the nations.
ROMANS PAUL The gospel reveals God's saving righteousness.
1 CORINTHIANS PAUL The gospel centers on Christ's death, burial, and resurrection.
2 CORINTHIANS PAUL God reconciles us through Christ and makes us ambassadors.
GALATIANS PAUL The Christian life is lived by faith in the Son who loved us.
EPHESIANS PAUL Saved by grace through faith and recreated for good works.
PHILIPPIANS PAUL Jesus humbled Himself and was exalted as Lord.
COLOSSIANS PAUL Jesus is supreme over creation, church, salvation, and new creation.
1 THESSALONIANS PAUL Jesus will return, raise His people, and remain with them forever.
2 THESSALONIANS PAUL Stand firm in apostolic truth while waiting for Christ.
1 TIMOTHY PAUL The church belongs to God and upholds truth centered on Christ.
2 TIMOTHY PAUL God-breathed Scripture equips God's people.
TITUS PAUL The grace that saves also trains God's people.
PHILEMON PAUL The gospel transforms relationships into beloved family.
HEBREWS GENERAL Jesus is the High Priest who gives access to God's grace.
JAMES GENERAL Genuine faith receives God's Word and practices it.
1 PETER GENERAL God forms a holy people who declare His praises.
2 PETER GENERAL The Lord's apparent delay displays patient mercy.
1 JOHN GENERAL Eternal life is God's gift found in His Son.
2 JOHN GENERAL Christian love walks in truth and rejects teaching that denies Jesus.
3 JOHN GENERAL There is great joy in seeing God's people walk in truth.
JUDE GENERAL Defend the apostolic gospel against distortions of grace.
REVELATION REVELATION God will dwell with His people and make all things new.
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A Beginner Reading Path
 Read Mark for a short, fast-moving account of Jesus.
 Read John to focus on Jesus' identity and belief.
 Read Luke and Acts together as the story of Jesus and the gospel's spread.
 Read Matthew to see Old Testament fulfillment and kingdom teaching.
 Read Ephesians, Philippians, and James for grace and daily life.
 Read Romans for a fuller gospel explanation.
 Read the remaining letters in their historical settings.
 Read Revelation after becoming familiar with its Old Testament imagery.

READING RHYTHM
Pause. Read. Understand. Respond.
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Part Two · Want to Go Deeper?
INTERMEDIATE

How the Gospels relate
Matthew, Mark, and Luke are called Synoptic Gospels because they share many events, teachings, and a broadly similar view of Jesus' 
ministry. John contains much distinctive material and arranges selected signs and conversations to reveal Jesus' identity. Each writer 
selects and arranges true material for a theological purpose.

A short note on the Synoptic Problem
Because the first three Gospels sometimes use similar wording and arrange material differently, scholars study their literary 
relationship. Many believe Mark was written first and used by Matthew and Luke; others defend different orders or emphasize 
independent access to eyewitness testimony, oral tradition, and earlier records. Luke 1:1-4 acknowledges earlier accounts. Scripture 
does not explain every compositional detail, so the Gospels' trustworthiness should not be tied to one theory.

Differences do not automatically mean contradictions
Writers may summarize differently, emphasize different details, arrange teaching by theme, translate or condense spoken words, name 
one person when several were present, or describe an event from different perspectives.

Acts and the letters belong together
Acts 16 provides background for Philippians; Acts 17 for Thessalonians; Acts 18 for Corinthians; Acts 19 for Ephesus; and Acts 28 
shows Paul reaching Rome. Acts does not record every event or settle every letter's precise date.

Letters address real situations
Ask who wrote, who received the letter, what prompted it, how the paragraph supports the whole argument, and whether an instruction 
is universal, local, temporary, or expressed through a local form.

The gospel is announcement before advice
The gospel announces that Jesus died for sins, was buried, rose bodily, appeared to witnesses, reigns, offers forgiveness, and will 
return. It calls people to repent, believe, confess Jesus as Lord, be identified with Him, join His people, and follow Him. Conduct grows 
from salvation; it does not purchase it.

Baptism and the Lord's Supper
Baptism: A public identification with Jesus and His people, connected with repentance, faith, discipleship, union with Christ, death to 
the old life, and new life. Read Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 2:37-41; Romans 6:1-11; Galatians 3:26-29.
Christians differ about the proper recipients, mode, and relationship of baptism to regeneration and membership. What is clear is that 
baptism belongs to Jesus' command and should not be treated as an empty ritual or substitute for genuine faith.
The Lord's Supper: Also called Communion or the Eucharist. The bread and cup direct believers to Jesus' body given and blood 
poured out for the new covenant. The meal remembers and proclaims His death, expresses fellowship and unity, calls for self-
examination, and looks toward His return. Read Matthew 26:26-29; Luke 22:14-20; 1 Corinthians 10:14-22; 11:17-34.
Christian traditions differ about how Christ is present in the meal. The Supper must not become a source of pride, division, exclusion, or 
careless participation.

Kingdom and church
God's kingdom is His saving rule and reign, already inaugurated through Jesus but not yet fully revealed. The church is the community 
belonging to Jesus and living under that rule. The church witnesses to the kingdom but is not identical to it in every sense; no party or 
earthly nation is its complete expression.

Already and not yet
Already: Jesus reigns, sin's decisive defeat is accomplished, forgiveness and eternal life are given, the Spirit indwells believers, and the 
kingdom is present. Not yet: death and suffering remain, evil awaits final judgment, the dead await resurrection, and creation awaits 
renewal.

The Old Testament within the New
Connections include direct quotation, promise and fulfillment, type or pattern, shared language or theme, summary, and possible echo. 
A cross-reference does not automatically prove identical meaning or direct fulfillment; first read the Old Testament passage in its own 
setting.

Paul and James
Paul rejects attempts to earn right standing through works of the Law. James rejects claims of faith that produce no obedient life. We 
are saved by grace through faith for a life that produces good works. Read Romans 3-4; Galatians 2; Ephesians 2; James 2.
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Israel, the nations, and the church
Gentiles receive covenant blessing through Jesus without becoming ethnic Jews. Jewish and Gentile believers are reconciled in Christ. 
Christians differ about some future promises concerning Israel, land, and restoration, but agree that God is faithful, salvation is through 
Jesus, Gentiles must not boast, and God's mercy displays His wisdom. Read Acts 10; 15; Romans 9-11; Ephesians 2.

The Holy Spirit
The Spirit is divine and personal. He spoke through Scripture, empowered Jesus, raised Him, causes new birth, indwells believers, 
assures adoption, distributes gifts, produces Christlike character, empowers witness, and guarantees the future inheritance. Read John 
3; 14-16; Acts 1; Romans 8; 1 Corinthians 12; Galatians 5.

Spiritual gifts
Gifts are given for service, not status. They should operate through love, humility, truth, and order. Christians differ about the 
continuation of certain miraculous gifts but agree that the Spirit gives gifts, no member possesses every gift, no gift makes someone 
superior, and gifts should build the church.

Church leadership and women in ministry
The New Testament describes elders or overseers, deacons, teachers, evangelists, missionaries, prophets, patrons, hosts, and other 
servants. Leadership requires character, truth, humility, service, and accountability. Complementarian and egalitarian Christians differ 
about some offices and passages. Responsible discussion should read the whole New Testament, acknowledge women's substantial 
ministry, represent other views fairly, and keep Jesus' servant leadership central.

Household instructions and the Roman world
Instructions to wives and husbands, children and parents, and enslaved people and masters address real first-century households. 
They place all believers under Jesus and introduce sacrificial love, justice, mutual concern, and divine accountability. They must not be 
used to excuse abuse, racialized slavery, coercion, exploitation, or unquestioned human power.

Suffering and witness
Suffering may arise from a fallen world, injustice, persecution, personal or another's sin, spiritual opposition, or faithful service. 
Christians should not glorify preventable abuse or pressure victims to remain in danger. Believers trust God, seek justice appropriately, 
care for sufferers, refuse revenge, continue doing good, and hope in resurrection.

Revelation approaches
Preterist approaches emphasize first-century fulfillment; historicist approaches trace church history; futurist approaches emphasize 
events still future; idealist approaches emphasize recurring spiritual conflict. Christians also differ over premillennial, amillennial, and 
postmillennial views. These debates must not obscure that Jesus reigns, evil will be judged, the dead raised, and creation renewed.

Textual variants
Thousands of manuscripts preserve the New Testament. Hand copying produced small differences, mostly involving spelling or word 
order. Important questions are identified in footnotes, including Mark 16:9-20, John 7:53-8:11, Acts 8:37, and the longer wording in 1 
John 5:7-8. No central doctrine depends solely on a disputed variant.

Archaeology and background
Archaeology and ancient sources illuminate cities, roads, synagogues, temples, homes, burials, rulers, coins, trade, travel, Roman law, 
and house churches. Evidence is incomplete and interpreted. It cannot excavate inspiration, a miracle's divine cause, or the 
resurrection's theological meaning.

When the New Testament troubles you
Difficult subjects include judgment, hell, discipline, slavery, women and leadership, spiritual gifts, election, Israel and the church, sexual 
ethics, Revelation's violence, and the timing of Christ's return. Read the whole passage, identify audience and genre, trace the 
argument, study Old Testament background, distinguish gospel essentials from secondary debates, use dependable help, and admit 
unresolved questions.
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New Testament Glossary
Apostle: A person sent with authority, especially Jesus' appointed foundational witnesses.
Baptism: A washing with water connected to repentance, faith, identification with Jesus, and discipleship.
Church: The local and worldwide people called to belong to Jesus.
Disciple: A learner and follower of Jesus.
Elder or overseer: A recognized local leader responsible for teaching, shepherding, example, and oversight.
Eternal life: Life with God through Jesus, beginning now and fulfilled in resurrection.
Gentile: A person from the nations outside the Jewish people.
Gospel: The good news of Jesus' saving death, resurrection, lordship, and kingdom.
Grace: God's undeserved favor and generous saving action.
Justification: God's declaration that a sinner is righteous through faith in Christ.
Kingdom of God: God's saving rule, inaugurated through Jesus and awaiting completion.
Lord's Supper: The covenant meal remembering and proclaiming Jesus' death while awaiting His return.
Messiah or Christ: Anointed one; God's promised King and Savior.
New covenant: The covenant established through Jesus, bringing forgiveness, the Spirit, and restored relationship.
Repentance: Turning from sin toward God in a changed direction of life.
Resurrection: God's bodily raising of Jesus and, in the future, the dead.
Sanctification: Being set apart for God and transformed into holy living.
Son of Man: Jesus' frequent title, drawing especially from Daniel 7.
Spiritual gift: A Spirit-given ability or service used to build God's people.

Book-study worksheet
 Where does the book belong in the story?
 Who wrote and first received it?
 What situation does it address?
 What literary form does it use?
 What does it reveal about Jesus and the gospel?
 What does it teach about the Spirit and church?
 Which passage best represents its message?
 Which Old Testament texts does it quote or echo?
 What command or encouragement should shape my life?
 What difficult passage requires more study?

ONE-SENTENCE SUMMARY
In __________, God reveals __________ about Jesus so that His people will __________.
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Final Encouragement
The New Testament is not merely a collection of rules or inspiring sayings. It announces that God has acted decisively through Jesus 
Christ. The Messiah has come. The Savior has died. The tomb is empty. Jesus is Lord. The Spirit has been given. The gospel is 
reaching the nations. Grace produces new life. Jesus will return, the dead will rise, creation will be renewed, and God will dwell with His 
people.
Keep reading. Begin with Jesus. Read each book as a whole. Remember its first audience. Follow the author's thought. Compare 
Scripture with Scripture. Learn one memory anchor at a time.

FINAL MEMORY ANCHOR
Know Jesus. Believe the gospel. Receive the Spirit. Love God's people. Walk in truth. Live faithfully. Endure with hope. Wait for 
the King.

A prayer of response
Father, thank You for sending Your Son. Thank You that Jesus died for our sins, rose from the dead, and reigns as Lord. Help me 
understand the New Testament, believe its truth, love Your people, and share the gospel faithfully. Keep my hope fixed on Jesus until 
He makes all things new. Amen.

A call to salvation
All people have sinned and cannot rescue themselves. Jesus Christ lived without sin, died for our sins, was buried, and rose bodily. 
Salvation is God's gift, received by grace through faith. Read Mark 1:14-15; John 3:16-18; Acts 2:22-41; Romans 3:21-28; 10:9-13; 1 
Corinthians 15:1-8; Ephesians 2:1-10.

A simple prayer of faith
Lord Jesus, I know that I have sinned and cannot save myself. I believe You died for my sins and rose again. Please forgive me, make 
me new, and teach me to follow You. I place my trust in You. Amen.

Use, share, and verify

 Point people to God.
 Reveal the heart of the Father.
 Magnify Jesus.
 Be grounded in Scripture.
 Encourage readers to open their Bibles.
 Build confidence, not dependence.

Rooted in Scripture - Pointing to Jesus

These resources were created with care but may contain mistakes. Please open the Bible and verify every passage in context.
Possible errors or needed clarifications may be reported to 3NailResources@gmail.com for careful review and correction.

3Nails exists to help people know God by understanding His Word, recognizing Jesus throughout Scripture, and becoming lifelong
disciples who study the Bible with growing confidence.


